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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman 
from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I might con-
sume. 

As a member of the House Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform, 
I stand with my colleagues from the 
Buckeye State of Ohio in consideration 
of H.R. 5400, which renames the postal 
facility in Chagrin Falls, Ohio, in 
honor of Sergeant Michael M. 
Kashkoush. 

H.R. 5400 comes to us with wide-
spread support from the Ohio congres-
sional delegation, yet the measure was 
first introduced by my colleague, Rep-
resentative STEVE LATOURETTE, back 
on February 12, 2008. The measure was 
taken up by the Oversight Committee 
on February 26, 2008, where it was 
passed by the panel by voice vote. 

H.R. 5400 calls for honoring Sergeant 
Kashkoush’s service to our country by 
naming the post office in his hometown 
of Chagrin Falls after him. 

Assigned to the 3rd Intelligence Bat-
talion, III Marine Expeditionary Force, 
Okinawa, Japan, Sergeant Michael M. 
Kashkoush succumbed to his death on 
January 23, 2007, as a result of fatal 
wounds received while conducting com-
bat operations in Iraq’s Anbar prov-
ince. 

Born and raised in Chagrin Falls, 
Ohio, Sergeant Kashkoush was a grad-
uate of Chagrin Falls High School, 
where he was instrumental in taking 
the school’s football and wrestling 
teams to winning seasons before elect-
ing to enlist in the Marine Corps after 
graduation. Sergeant Kashkoush was 
only 24 years old when he died in the 
line of duty as a counterintelligence/ 
human intelligence specialist attached 
to the 2nd Battalion, 8th Marine Regi-
ment, 2nd Marine Division. 

Mr. Speaker, in honor of Sergeant 
Kashkoush’s sacrifice and service to 
America, let us pass without reserva-
tion H.R. 5400. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield to my good friend, Mr. 
LATOURETTE of Ohio, a very fine Con-
gressman, for such time as he may con-
sume. 

Mr. LATOURETTE. I thank the gen-
tleman from Indiana for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I first want to thank 
Chairman WAXMAN and Ranking Mem-

ber DAVIS for moving this legislation 
expeditiously through the committee 
and on to the floor today. And I want 
to thank the other Mr. DAVIS from Illi-
nois and Mr. BURTON for so ably man-
aging it today as well. 

Mr. Speaker, Michael Kashkoush 
grew up in Michigan, and then he 
moved to Chagrin Falls to start high 
school. He was the beloved son of 
Marwan and Mary Jane Kashkoush. 

He spent his freshman and sophomore 
years in Chagrin Falls, and then moved 
with his family to London for a year 
and returned to Chagrin for his senior 
year, graduating in 2001. 

Michael was like many young men. 
His high school years had been about 
girls, friends, lifting weights, sports, 
and parties. He started college with 
great intentions, but didn’t find it a 
good fit for that moment in his life 
and, after 2 years, he announced to his 
parents that he wanted to join the Ma-
rines. The exceptionally bright and ca-
pable young man said that he had led a 
soft life and wanted to be a marine be-
cause ‘‘they’re the toughest and most 
disciplined in the world.’’ The Marines 
were the matching puzzle piece for this 
gifted former high school wrestler and 
football player. 

Michael’s father urged him to finish 
college and instead attend officers 
school, but Michael believed he could 
not lead unless he knew what it was 
that the grunts had to do. Marwan 
Kashkoush stood behind his son’s 
choice. 

Michael was an exemplary marine 
and was promoted to sergeant in 2005 in 
counterintelligence/human intel-
ligence. He had never spoken Arabic, 
but at the Defense Language Institute 
in 6 short months he mastered the lan-
guage. He had a limitless future in the 
Marines. 

In 4 short years, the United States 
Marine Corps made Michael Kashkoush 
a man. They gave his self-described 
‘‘soft life’’ purpose. He was very proud 
of his military service to our country. 
On January 23, 2007, just 10 days after 
being sent to Iraq, he died while con-
ducting combat operations in Anbar 
province. 

Earlier this year, Michael’s father 
and stepmother, Phoebe Brockman 
Kashkoush, wrote to me and asked me 
if I would introduce this piece of legis-
lation in honor of Michael. It was a 
wonderful idea, and it is a perfect one 
for Chagrin Falls, Ohio. 

Chagrin Falls is a small, tight-knit 
community where neighbors are close 
and there is a genuine sense of commu-
nity. It is a place where there are al-
most as many American flags as front 
porches, and when one of their own 
died, it deeply touched the community. 

Chagrin Falls, a town of about 4,000 
people, turned out en masse for the fu-
neral services, and some 600 people 
crammed into St. Joan of Arc Catholic 
Church, where they sang a joyful, tear-

ful rendition of Don McLean’s ‘‘Amer-
ican Pie.’’ The Jaycees adorned street 
posts with hundreds of flags, and more 
than 300 people walked the half-mile 
trek from the church down South 
Franklin Street in blustery snow to 
Michael’s final resting place. 

It is fitting, Mr. Speaker, that the 
Chagrin Falls Post Office be named in 
honor of Sergeant Michael Kashkoush, 
and it is a wonderful remembrance for 
a family who has lost so much. 

The father who first resisted his son’s 
plan to enlist credits the Marines with 
changing his life. He said, ‘‘They built 
me my best friend.’’ 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I was looking at the picture of Mr. 
Kashkoush, and all I can say is he ex-
emplifies the thousands of young men 
and women who have gone to serve 
their country in Afghanistan, Iraq, and 
elsewhere in the world. And we just 
can’t say enough about young people 
like that who go out there and risk 
their lives to protect our freedoms. I 
am very happy that my colleague from 
Ohio took the time to introduce this 
legislation, and I am very happy to 
support that. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5400. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
JOHN W. MCCARTER AS A CIT-
IZEN REGENT OF THE BOARD OF 
REGENTS OF THE SMITHSONIAN 
INSTITUTION 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the Senate joint resolution 
(S.J. Res. 25) providing for the appoint-
ment of John W. McCarter as a citizen 
regent of the Board of Regents of the 
Smithsonian Institution. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
joint resolution. 

The text of the Senate joint resolu-
tion is as follows: 

S.J. RES. 25 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That, in accordance with 
section 5581 of the Revised Statutes (20 
U.S.C. 43), the vacancy on the Board of Re-
gents of the Smithsonian Institution, in the 
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class other than Members of Congress, occur-
ring because of the expiration of the term of 
Walter E. Massey of Georgia, is filled by the 
appointment of John W. McCarter of Illinois, 
for a term of 6 years, effective on the date of 
the enactment of this resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. BRADY) and the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. EHLERS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members have 5 legislative days to 
revise and extend their remarks on the 
RECORD on this Senate joint resolution 
being considered today. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, Senate Joint Resolu-

tion 25 would appoint John W. 
McCarter, Jr. as a citizen regent of the 
Smithsonian for a 6-year term. Mr. 
McCarter is currently the president 
and CEO of the Field Museum in Chi-
cago, which is one of our Nation’s great 
cultural institutions. 

Mr. McCarter has had a diverse back-
ground in government and business in 
addition to his role in heading one of 
the Nation’s great museums. A native 
Chicagoan, he previously was senior 
vice president of Booz Allen & Ham-
ilton, president of DeKalb Corporation, 
and was budget director of the State of 
Illinois under Governor Richard B. 
Ogilvie. He was a White House Fellow 
during the administration of President 
Lyndon Johnson. 

Mr. McCarter brings a wealth of use-
ful skills to the board. As an experi-
enced museum director, he may prove 
especially valuable in helping to imple-
ment governance reforms at the insti-
tution. 

Passage of this joint resolution 
would fill a vacancy on the Smithso-
nian Board of Regents that has lasted 
for nearly 1 year. It continues the nec-
essary process of bringing new blood 
into the Smithsonian Institution. Pas-
sage now would allow Mr. McCarter to 
join the board in time for a vote to ap-
point a new Secretary, which is ex-
pected later this month. 

There is still one vacancy remaining 
among the citizen regents of the 
Smithsonian. I urge the board to send 
Congress a recommendation soon, so 
we can bring it back up to full 
strength. 

I urge approval of the joint resolu-
tion. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. EHLERS. I yield myself such 

time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I also rise in support of 

S.J. Res. 25, the appointment of John 

W. McCarter as a citizen regent of the 
Smithsonian Institution’s Board of Re-
gents. 

The previous speaker, the Chair of 
the House Administration Committee, 
has pointed out the outstanding record 
of Mr. McCarter and what he has done. 
He is the ideal appointee to the board 
of the Smithsonian. 

b 1315 

Mr. McCarter combines extensive ex-
perience as director of the Field Mu-
seum, which is a responsibility very 
similar to that of the Smithsonian Mu-
seum, although perhaps on a smaller 
scale. His experience in the day-to-day 
operations of the Field Museum will 
hold him in good stead on the Smithso-
nian Board. Furthermore, he has con-
siderable experience in the private sec-
tor, and that experience will also be 
most helpful in the operation of the 
Smithsonian. 

Mr. Speaker, we have had some prob-
lems with the Smithsonian during the 
past few years, with both the previous 
secretary and with some of the enter-
prises the Smithsonian has engaged in. 
I would volunteer that Mr. McCarter is 
precisely the sort of person we need to 
straighten out the operations of the 
Smithsonian, to serve with his unique 
knowledge in the field of museums, and 
also his role in business. I believe he is 
going to make an outstanding addition 
to this board. I am very confident that 
we should appoint him, and that he 
will be a well-qualified, highly capable 
addition to the board charged with pro-
tecting the Nation’s Attic, as we fondly 
call the Smithsonian. I urge all of my 
colleagues to support this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of the appointment of John 
McCarter to serve on the Smithsonian Institu-
tion’s Board of Regents. 

The Board of Regents is responsible for a 
variety of issues related to the Smithsonian In-
stitution, including budgets, planning docu-
ments, proposed programs and construction, 
appointments to Smithsonian advisory boards, 
and legislative initiatives. Given the variety 
and importance of the Board’s responsibilities 
in managing the public’s most cherished cul-
tural institutions, and given the recent con-
troversies regarding Smithsonian leadership, 
we must support the appointment of members 
to the Board of Regents who will ensure that 
the Smithsonian Institution will fulfill its critical 
mission in perpetuity. That is why I am 
pleased to support John McCarter’s appoint-
ment. 

John McCarter has an accomplished history 
of service in both the public and private sec-
tor. Currently, he serves as President and 
Chief Executive Officer of The Field Museum, 
a jewel in the crown of cultural attractions in 
Chicago, and one of the greatest natural his-
tory museums in the world. The Field Museum 
attracts over 1 million visitors each year; its 
collection includes over 23 million specimens, 
a number which continues to grow due to its 

ongoing expeditions and research in 94 coun-
tries around the world; and its staff includes 
72 Ph.D.s. 

Under John’s leadership, the Field Museum 
has undertaken a series of projects to rebuild 
and restore the museum. During his tenure 
the Museum has created several new perma-
nent and traveling exhibits, including the 
‘‘Tutankhamen and the Golden Age of the 
Pharaohs’’ exhibit in 2006, which has toured 
to Philadelphia, London, and soon Dallas, to 
sold out crowds. The museum has also ex-
panded its educational role in the community, 
establishing partnerships with science teach-
ers in the community and organizing activities 
for inner-city schools. 

A native Chicagoan, John previously was 
Senior Vice President of Booz Allen & Ham-
ilton, Inc. Earlier in his career, he served as 
President of DeKalb Corporation, and was 
Budget Director of the State of Illinois under 
Governor Richard B. Ogilvie. John was also a 
White House Fellow during the administration 
of Lyndon B. Johnson, and is currently a trust-
ee of the University of Chicago and a board 
member and former Chairman of Chicago’s 
Public Television Station Channel 11. 
McCarter is a graduate of Princeton University 
and Harvard Business School, and also at-
tended the London School of Economics. 

It is my honor to support the appointment of 
John McCarter to the Smithsonian Institution’s 
Board of Regents. John’s service to the Field 
Museum, to the City of Chicago, to Illinois, 
and to the country, will make him an invalu-
able addition to the Board. 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
BRADY) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the Senate joint resolu-
tion, S.J. Res. 25. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the Senate 
joint resolution was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CAPITOL VISITOR CENTER ACT OF 
2008 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 5159) to establish 
the Office of the Capitol Visitor Center 
within the Office of the Architect of 
the Capitol, headed by the Chief Execu-
tive Officer for Visitor Services, to pro-
vide for the effective management and 
administration of the Capitol Visitor 
Center, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5159 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Capitol Visitor Center Act of 2008’’. 
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