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THE HOUSE ALSO SHOULD CON-

DEMN THE HUMANITARIAN CRI-
SIS IN GAZA 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. ELLISON) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, today I 
voted in favor of House Resolution 951 
to condemn rocket attacks from Gaza 
into Israel and the death and fear those 
attacks have caused. These rocket at-
tacks must be condemned, and they 
must be stopped. I’ve been to Sderot, 
and I have seen how these rocket at-
tacks cause fear and suffering among 
the people there, where it is extremely 
difficult to carry on anything ap-
proaching a normal life. The residents 
of Sderot and now Ashkelon face a 
daily barrage of rockets, and that is in-
tolerable. Terrorists are bombing citi-
zens, not soldiers. There is nothing in 
Islam to justify hurting innocent civil-
ians. Bombers cannot use religion to 
justify what they’re doing, and I con-
demn it. 

But this resolution is not enough. If 
we want to be morally consistent, we 
must condemn rocket attacks on Israel 
and also condemn the humanitarian 
crisis in Gaza too. The 1.4 million in-
habitants of the Gaza Strip exist in a 
state of dreadful isolation, quite lit-
erally cut off from the world. Basic 
supplies and necessities are at a min-
imum. Ninety percent of the industry 
has closed down. Unemployment is 
rampant, and poverty and disease are 
endemic. Only a few weeks ago, the 
people of Gaza broke through walls to 
buy groceries in Egypt. I regret the 
resolution we voted on today did not 
devote adequate attention, in my view, 
to the plight of the people of Gaza. 

To suggest that this is the Gazans’ 
just desserts for voting the wrong way 
in the Palestinian legislative elections 
in January 2006 does nothing to im-
prove the quality or alleviate the 
human suffering on either side of the 
border. We in Congress need to show 
compassion for the people of Gaza, 
Sderot, and Ashkelon and the tremen-
dous human suffering they are under-
going. Israeli Prime Minister Ehud 
Olmert says he does not want the hu-
manitarian crisis in Gaza to continue, 
and the Bush administration should do 
all it can to help him meet that com-
mitment. 

This resolution criticizes one of the 
leading advocates for stability and 
peace in the region: Egypt. The Egyp-
tian Government has made it clear 
that it is doing all it can to close off 
smuggling. What’s needed is a greater 
degree of cooperation with Egypt. This 
resolution does nothing to advance 
that cooperation. We need to engage 
Egypt, not pass resolutions that pub-
licly offend or diminish our relations 
with them. Absent strong evidence 
that Egypt is complicit in allowing 
weapons smuggling to occur, I am not 
in favor of Egypt bashing. 

I understand Egypt is doing what it 
can to control the border despite re-
strictions on its security forces im-
posed by Egypt’s peace treaty with 
Israel. If Egypt had direct contact or 
diplomatic channels with all parties in-
volved in the conflict, the United 
States should prevail upon Egypt to 
help effect a prisoner exchange, stop 
the rocket attacks on Israeli citizens, 
and improve the humanitarian condi-
tions for citizens of Gaza. 

It’s a fortunate coincidence that the 
Secretary of State is in the region 
right now, and I am supportive of her 
taking an active role in resolving this 
conflict. Beyond resolutions and ex-
pressions of sympathy, we need real ac-
tions from the Bush administration to 
solidify and advance the commitments 
of leaders in the Middle East to a last-
ing peace through the two-state solu-
tion envisioned well before Annapolis. I 
ask my colleagues here in the House to 
join me in urging the Secretary of 
State to highlight the humanitarian 
needs of ordinary citizens of Gaza 
alongside the fear and death among or-
dinary Israelis as she seeks to mediate 
the situation so tragic for all involved. 

Finally, as a Member of Congress, I 
am concerned about the resolution’s 
references to Iran. Now, I agree that 
Iran is playing a negative role in the 
region, but we have seen what the Bush 
administration has done with past con-
gressional resolutions. I want to repeat 
that there is nothing in the resolution 
that should be construed as a justifica-
tion for military action. I remain op-
posed to military action against Iran. 
We need to start a bilateral dialogue. 
That has been and will continue to be 
my position. The most effective way to 
stop Iran’s harmful activities is to en-
gage them directly. 

Mr. Speaker, though I whole-
heartedly condemn the rocket attacks 
on Israel, I urge my colleagues to con-
sider the suffering of all of the people, 
including the people of Sderot, 
Ashkelon, and Gaza. 

f 

THE GROWING U.S. NATIONAL 
DEBT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, last night I spoke on the floor 
about my concern that allied countries 
have only paid $2.5 billion of the $15.8 
billion they pledged to help rebuild 
Iraq. While many of Iraq’s oil-rich 
neighbors are not making good on their 
promises, the United States has al-
ready spent $29 billion to help rebuild 
Iraq, and Congress has approved an ad-
ditional $16.5 billion. 

Unlike the United States, which is 
borrowing money from foreign govern-
ments to pay its bills, many of Iraq’s 
neighbors are running record surpluses. 

While oil is at a record high of nearly 
$104 a barrel, American taxpayers are 
facing prices of more than $3 at the 
pump. Last night on the floor, I heard 
Congresswoman MARCY KAPTUR talk 
about the possibility of gas going to $4 
a gallon. And Congressman TODD 
TIAHRT spoke about the Air Force’s re-
cent decision to award a multibillion 
contract for a new tanker aircraft to a 
foreign firm. He made the point that 
our government is putting the United 
States at an economic disadvantage by 
awarding contracts for a French tanker 
built by Europeans rather than an 
American tanker built by an American 
company with American workers. 

Mr. Speaker, all of these issues tie 
into my concern over America’s eco-
nomic future. Our national debt is 
growing by $1.4 billion a day and nearly 
$1 million by the minute. The total 
current debt is more than $9 trillion, 
which means almost $30,000 in debt for 
each man, woman, child, and infant in 
the United States. And as our debt 
climbs, we are borrowing money from 
foreign governments to pay our bills. 

It is obvious that our current fiscal 
policies are not sustainable. On Feb-
ruary 26, 2008, during a hearing of the 
Financial Services Committee, I had 
an opportunity to question a panel of 
top economists about when our coun-
try’s current financial practices will 
get beyond a point of no return. Dr. 
Mark Zandi, chief economist for 
Moody’s Economy.com, responded that 
this point of no return will come ‘‘once 
we get into the next President’s term.’’ 
He continued to say that if we’re not 
successful in addressing the economic 
questions currently facing our Nation, 
‘‘we’ve got a significant problem.’’ 

I’ve read a lot of history books, and 
most recently I read Pat Buchanan’s 
book ‘‘Day of Reckoning.’’ I agree with 
his assessment that ‘‘no world power 
has long survived the levels of debt and 
dependency America is incurring.’’ 

If America does not get its priorities 
straight and get a handle on its spend-
ing, we will not be able to survive as a 
great Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, because it is urgent 
that we turn our economic situation 
around, I hope that the Congress and 
the next President will take this issue 
seriously. Out of fairness to the Amer-
ican taxpayers and future generations, 
we can no longer delay the need to pay 
down our debt and work towards sound-
er economic policies. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I will ask 
God to continue to bless our men and 
women in uniform and ask God to 
please bless their families and ask God 
to please continue to bless America. 

f 

SUNSET MEMORIAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 
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