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A PROCLAMATION HONORING THE 

140TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
OHIO COLLEGE ASSOCIATION 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 5, 2008 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, the Ohio College Association 

celebrates its 140th anniversary with great joy; 
and 

Whereas, this milestone is the result of what 
a hardworking people began in 1867; and 

Whereas, the Ohio College Association has 
unwaveringly served Ohio, its citizens, and the 
higher education community by promoting 
higher education within the State of Ohio; and 

Whereas, past accomplishments have in-
cluded defining and accrediting baccalaureate 
curricula, middle school student recruitment, 
joint/group purchasing, and property and cas-
ualty insurance programs; and 

Whereas, the Ohio College Association 
looks forward to continuing service to the citi-
zens of Ohio and its outstanding institutions of 
higher education: Therefore be it 

Resolved, That along with its friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, I congratulate the Ohio College Asso-
ciation for its service and dedication. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 5, 2008 

Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois. Madam Speaker, 
unfortunately last night, March 4, 2008, my 
plane was delayed due to weather and I was 
unable to cast my vote on Suspending the 
Rules and passing H.R. 1143, H.R. 1311, and 
H.R. 816 and wish the record to reflect my in-
tentions had I been able to vote. 

Had I been present for rollcall No. 88 on 
suspending the rules and passing H.R. 1143, 
to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to 
lease certain lands in Virgin Islands National 
Park, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall No. 89 on 
suspending the rules and passing H.R. 1311, 
to direct the Secretary of the Interior to convey 
the Alta-Hualapai Site to the city of Las 
Vegas, Nevada, for the development of a can-
cer treatment facility, I would have voted 
‘‘yea.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall No. 90 on 
suspending the rules and passing H.R. 816, to 
provide for the release of certain land from the 
Sunrise Mountain Instant Study Area in the 
State of Nevada and to grant a right-of-way 
across the released land for the construction 
and maintenance of a flood control project, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING 
ALEXIS ROLL FOR BEING NAMED 
ONE OF OHIO’S TOP TWO YOUTH 
VOLUNTEERS FOR 2008 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 5, 2008 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Alexis Roll is an eighth-grader at 

East Muskingum Middle School; and 
Whereas, she undertakes at least two com-

munity service projects each month to assist 
the homeless and hungry, senior citizens, or-
phaned pets, and others in need of assist-
ance; and 

Whereas, Ms. Roll is constantly looking for 
needs in her community and actively filling 
them; and 

Whereas, as a State Honoree, Alexis will re-
ceive a $1,000 award, an engraved silver me-
dallion, and a trip to Washington, DC, for the 
program’s national recognition events in May; 
and 

Whereas, she has selflessly served the 
needs of her community and encourages 
those around her to do the same: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That along with her friends, fam-
ily, and the residents of the 18th Congres-
sional District, I commend and thank Alexis 
Roll for her service to Zanesville and the State 
of Ohio. Congratulations to Alexis Roll on her 
selection as one of the top two youth volun-
teers in Ohio for 2008. 

f 

LEV PONOMAREV AND THE 
FUTURE OF FREEDOM IN RUSSIA 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 5, 2008 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
as President Vladimir Putin ends his presi-
dency of the Russian Federation and his 
anointed successor, Dmitry Medvedev, pre-
pares to take over, I would call the attention 
of my colleagues to what I consider an alarm-
ing backward step recently taken by the Krem-
lin in the area of civil liberties and freedom of 
speech. 

Last week, we learned that criminal charges 
have been filed against human rights activist 
Lev Ponomarev for allegedly slandering the 
head of the Russian prison system, General 
Yuri Kalinin. 

Mr. Ponomarev had charged publicly that 
so-called ‘‘torture camps’’ have been estab-
lished in certain penal colonies under General 
Kalinin’s jurisdiction. If taken to court and con-
victed, Mr. Ponomarev could be fined, or even 
imprisoned for as much as 3 years. 

Mr. Ponomarev, the leader of the Moscow- 
based organization ‘‘For Human Rights,’’ is a 
veteran human rights campaigner, going back 
to the Soviet era. He recently met with the 
staff of the Helsinki Commission, of which I 
am honored to serve as chairman, to share 
his concerns about what he feels is a pattern 
of systematic abuse and violence in Russia’s 

penal system. The slander charges were filed 
when he returned to Moscow. 

Madam Speaker, I make no judgment about 
the substance of Mr. Ponomarev’s conten-
tions. Nevertheless, I would point out that 
much of what he stated has already been pub-
licized in the Russian media and by the office 
of the Russian State Duma’s human rights 
ombudsman. It would appear that Mr. 
Ponomarev is being prosecuted not for any 
genuine crimes he may have committed, but 
for his prominent and long-time human rights 
activity. If this is indeed the case, he joins a 
growing number of Russian citizens who have 
been subjected to questionable legal proce-
dures by authorities as a result of their political 
activities. 

Unfortunately, this situation is symbolic of 
larger problems in Russia that are recounted 
very well in a February 25th editorial by Wash-
ington Post columnist Jackson Diehl entitled, 
‘‘Holding Medvedev to His Words.’’ 

I would like to submit this article for the 
RECORD and I urge my colleagues to read it to 
better understand the challenges faced by 
Russian citizens who work for human rights 
and civil society in today’s Russia. 

[From the Washington Post, Feb. 25, 2008] 
HOLDING MEDVEDEV TO HIS WORDS 

(By Jackson Diehl) 
Dmitry Medvedev, the man Vladimir Putin 

has appointed to be elected as Russia’s presi-
dent next Sunday, is so slavishly devoted to 
his patron that he has begun imitating his 
physical quirks. That includes ‘‘how he lays 
his hands on the table or how he stresses key 
words in speeches,’’ not to mention walking 
with ‘‘fast and abrupt steps,’’ according to 
the Reuters journalist Oleg Shchedrov. 

Medvedev presumably won’t be exercising 
his power as president to dismiss the prime 
minister—the position Putin is about to as-
sume—anytime soon. Yet the diminutive 42– 
year-old former law professor has been mak-
ing some interesting statements the past 
couple of weeks. For example: ‘‘Russia is a 
country of legal nihilism. No European coun-
try can boast such a universal disregard for 
the rule of law.’’ 

Or: ‘‘Freedom is inseparable from the ac-
tual recognition by the people of the power 
of law. The supremacy of the law should be-
come one of our basic values.’’ Or: ‘‘One of 
the key elements of our work in the next 
four years will be ensuring the independence 
of our legal system from the executive and 
legislative branches of power.’’ 

It’s hard to believe that Medvedev could 
mean this. After all, the man he is to suc-
ceed has, according to estimates by Russian 
and Western analysts, accumulated a $40 bil-
lion fortune while in office, ranging from 
shares in Russian energy companies to an 
apartment in Paris. On his watch, 14 journal-
ists—almost all of them Kremlin critics— 
have been murdered, but none of the killers 
has been brought to justice. Relations with 
Britain are icy, thanks to Putin’s refusal to 
act on Scotland Yard’s case against the 
former KGB agent it says poisoned a Putin 
critic in London. 

But criminality isn’t limited to the Krem-
lin; it may be Russia’s single greatest prob-
lem. Average citizens are frustrated by ev-
erything from the bribes necessary to obtain 
simple services to the extortion practiced by 
police and the susceptibility of judges to 
payoffs, as well as political orders. Prom-
ising the rule of law—even if he doesn’t 
apply it to Putin and his circle—may be the 
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