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economic liberty of individuals in the 
face of governments that are trying to 
control free enterprise. 

We should not have this occurring in 
the United States of America, the bas-
tion of free enterprise conducted by 
free people. 

The second problem I have with sov-
ereign wealth funds grows from the 
first: a foreign country controls this 
fund. This is not protectionism of any-
thing except Americans’ liberty, pros-
perity, sovereignty, and security. 

The Communist Chinese have one of 
the largest sovereign wealth funds in 
the world. As they continue to tell us, 
although few people seem to under-
stand that they are serious, they re-
main communists. The communist sov-
ereign wealth fund from China comes 
in and buys private assets in the 
United States. Those government as-
sets are now socialized; and, again, 
your freedom, liberty, prosperity, and 
security are diminished and there is a 
huge problem with this in the hands of 
the Communist Chinese. 

In addition, whereas in the free mar-
ket private investment funds have to 
raise capital voluntarily from individ-
uals and then make rational decisions 
based upon the profit motive, a sov-
ereign government’s wealth fund is al-
lowed to take and spend and invest. 
They spend and invest that which they 
take from their people. They have no 
accountability to these citizens, and 
they can invest for a political motive. 

These entities of sovereign wealth 
funds are antithetical to private sector 
free market investment. And, again, 
when they are forced to operate on a 
private sector profit motive, the sov-
ereign wealth fund can operate on a po-
litical motive, which may or may not 
be in the long-term interests of the 
people of the United States. 

So for two reasons I would like to go 
on record immediately in my opposi-
tion to sovereign wealth funds in any 
nation’s hands being invested in the 
United States and socializing our pri-
vate sector assets. And I would like to 
also especially emphasize my abject 
contempt for nations that are opposed 
to the United States’ continued exist-
ence as a bastion of liberty being able 
to buy up influence within the United 
States based upon a solely political 
motive, and that political motive is 
not in the people’s best interests. 

So to my fellow Republicans I would 
ask them to remember why they are 
Republicans, to remember that we have 
the duty to advance the economic lib-
erty of Americans and to protect and 
preserve their liberty and prosperity 
and security, and ask them to reassess 
these sovereign wealth funds. Because 
no matter how much money they inject 
into our economy to socialize private 
sector assets, the cost we are going to 
pay to the long-term vitality of our 
free people is too high a price to tender 
to the very enemies of our existence. 

DRED SCOTT AND ROE v. WADE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. Sar-

banes). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentleman from Arizona 
(Mr. FRANKS) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, today marks a tragic anniversary in 
American history. It was on this day in 
1857 that the Supreme Court of the 
United States handed down the now fa-
mous Dred Scott v. Sandford ruling, 
saying that Dred Scott, a black man 
born into slavery but living in a free 
State, was not a United States citizen 
and could not sue for his freedom in 
Federal court. 

In a 7–2 ruling handed down by Chief 
Justice Roger B. Taney, a former slave 
owner from Maryland, the court found 
that the black man was not a person 
under the Constitution; that he was 
property and not a person; and that as 
such, he was both prohibited from 
bringing suit against any citizen in 
Federal court and was made subject to 
the fifth amendment of the Constitu-
tion which prohibits taking property 
from its owner without ‘‘due process.’’ 

The court said that all blacks, slaves 
as well as free, were not and could 
never be citizens of the United States, 
and determined that blacks ‘‘had no 
rights which the white man was bound 
to respect; and that the Negro might 
justly and lawfully be reduced to slav-
ery for his,’’ the white man’s, ‘‘ben-
efit.’’ 

By that one ruling, nearly 4 million 
slaves living in America were deemed 
by an erudite judiciary as less than 
human, unworthy to be protected; and 
it took an entire Civil War to reverse 
the tragedy of that decision. 

Dred Scott tasted the freedom that 
he believed was the birthright of every 
human soul only a short time because 
tragically, after his emancipation in 
May of 1857, he lived in the freedom 
that he longed for for only 9 months 
before he passed away. 

Today we remember the horrendous 
scar upon the soul of our Nation of 
slavery and the Dred Scott decision. 
And we all stand in retrospect and 
wonder how those people in that day 
could have been so blind to the 
unalienable truth that all men are cre-
ated equal. 

And yet today, Mr. Speaker, here in 
the land of the free and the home of the 
brave, we have allowed almost 50 mil-
lion of our own unborn children to be 
killed in their mothers’ wombs as a re-
sult of yet another Supreme Court de-
cision that denied their personhood and 
the most basic constitutional right of 
all, that being the right to live. 

It has now been exactly 12,827 days 
since the travesty called Roe v. Wade 
was handed down by the Supreme 
Court. Since then, the very foundation 
of this Nation has been stained by the 
blood of almost 50 million of its own 
children. 

Yet today, even in the full glare of 
such tragedy, this generation clings to 
a blind, invincible ignorance while his-
tory repeats itself and our own silent 
genocide mercilessly annihilates the 
most helpless of all victims yet today, 
those yet unborn. 

Winston Churchill said Americans al-
ways do the right thing after they have 
exhausted every other possibility. 
Americans are coming to realize that 
the avenues of heartlessness and self-
ishness are now exhausted. Americans 
are beginning to understand that if we 
as a society do not possess the courage 
and the will to protect innocent unborn 
children, that in the final analysis we 
will never find the will or the courage 
to protect any kind of liberty or rights 
for anyone. 

Mr. Speaker, perhaps it is important 
for those of us in this Chamber to re-
mind ourselves again of why we are 
really all here. Thomas Jefferson said: 
‘‘The care of human life and its happi-
ness and not its destruction is the chief 
and only object of good government.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, the rise and fall of slav-
ery in America, if it teaches us any-
thing, it is that the evil about us even-
tually and completely collapses upon 
itself. The time is long past for Roe v. 
Wade, the bloodiest court decision in 
the history of humanity, to take its 
place alongside the Dred Scott decision 
in the ash heap of history. 

f 

TOURING IRAQ AND AFGHANISTAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. PENCE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, on Feb-
ruary 28 through March 4, just this 
past weekend, I participated in a bipar-
tisan congressional delegation to Iraq 
and Afghanistan. I have written about 
this extensively on my Web blog, which 
my constituents should know is lo-
cated at MikePence.house.gov. But I 
wanted to excerpt portions today by 
way of reporting back to the House on 
our findings in these two countries in 
which American forces face a war every 
day. 

It was a bipartisan congressional del-
egation, Mr. Speaker, to both Iraq and 
Afghanistan. In 4 days we took off and 
landed 20 different times in four dif-
ferent aircraft. We flew to Kuwait in a 
military jet. We flew into Iraq on a 
cargo plane. We flew around Iraq and 
Afghanistan in helicopters and Os-
preys. We convoyed in military vehi-
cles throughout both countries. It was 
a rare opportunity to meet with lead-
ers and locals in both theaters of com-
bat. I am personally grateful to the 
people of Indiana and our military for 
making it possible. 

Our visit also took place against the 
backdrop of several major events. The 
Iraq Government announced that Ali 
Hassan al-Majid, better known as 
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‘‘Chemical Ali,’’ a brutal military 
henchman of Saddam Hussein, was to 
be executed later this month. We ar-
rived in the Kurdish region as that 
news was breaking and as Turkish 
forces were announcing their with-
drawal for military operations in the 
north. 

And on the second day, our trip to 
Iraq coincided with the first official 
visit by a President of Iran to Iraq 
since 1952. It was a time of great sig-
nificance for the people of Iraq in sev-
eral respects. 

During our time in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, one inescapable conclusion 
emerged. After years of difficulty and 
setbacks in varying degrees, freedom is 
making progress in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. In northern Iraq, known as the 
Kurdish region, there is security, polit-
ical process, and economic growth. 

And even in central Iraq, after years 
of insurgent violence, following the 
military surge, al Qaeda and the insur-
gency are in steep decline and political 
progress is beginning to take hold. 

As I saw firsthand in Baghdad and in 
the al Anbar province, the military 
surge and Sunni cooperation have re-
sulted in extraordinary progress and 
security. But those gains are fragile. 
Violence in Iraq has declined by more 
than 60 percent since the beginning of 
the surge and has remained at rel-
atively low levels since November of 
last year. The Iraqi Parliament has 
passed legislation that makes further 
political progress possible. 

Our visit was, Mr. Speaker, charac-
terized by cautious optimism by Amer-
ican military leaders and ordinary 
Iraqis on the street. 

Afghanistan was also equally encour-
aging; and with President Hamid 
Karzai, we saw the determination of a 
leader devoted to his people and to de-
feating a resurgent Taliban effort to 
overturn their progress with terrorist 
violence this spring. 

b 1530 
In the Kunar province particularly, 

we convoyed out and witnessed really 
the greatest threat to the Taliban ter-
rorists who operate on that border with 
Pakistan, a bridge. A bridge is being 
built by local Afghanis with American 
resources. Seeing locals waving at our 
convoy, greeting laborers at this re-
mote construction site showed me the 
depth of American generosity and the 
resilience of this proud people. 

My summary on my Web site is sim-
ply an effort on my part to report point 
by point, moment by moment on my 
trip. We speak about each of the days, 
from the Kurdish region to our time in 
Baghdad, to our time in Fallujah and 
our team even on the streets of 
Haditha, through Afghanistan and 
through a stop at Ramstein military 
base to meet with injured soldiers at 
Landstuhl Medical Center. 

And again, Mr. Speaker, my Web site 
is mikepence.house.gov. And my con-

stituents could access that by visiting 
my blog and gaining that information. 
I would be grateful for any constituent 
who availed themselves of our writing. 

The message that we got from Iraq is 
clear. The surge is working, but the 
battle is far from over. Violence is 
down significantly in the past year. 
The enemy’s abilities have been down-
graded in both degree and type of at-
tack. U.S. forces have made measur-
able progress against terrorist ele-
ments in Baghdad and al Anbar prov-
ince, due to both the military surge 
and extraordinary expanded coopera-
tion among the civilian population. 

And while the military surge is work-
ing, the good news is the Iraqi Par-
liament seems to have gone to work 
too. The adoption of a budget, the pas-
sage of a law permitting Ba’ath party 
members to work for the government 
and the plan for provincial elections 
that may well occur by October of this 
year represent exactly the kind of 
progress that many in our diplomatic 
team and many in this Chamber have 
hoped to see. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, I thank you for 
the courtesy, especially at the opening 
of this time on the House floor. 

I would be grateful if any of my con-
stituents went to mikepence.house.gov, 
visited our blog and availed themselves 
of our firsthand account of what we 
saw in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

The progress is real. The progress of 
freedom is happening. It is fragile. And 
it is my hope that, by bringing back 
the information from this bipartisan 
delegation, that we will be able to find 
that bipartisan consensus necessary to 
see freedom win in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. 

f 

THE OFFICIAL TRUTH SQUAD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. PRICE) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
appreciate so much the opportunity to 
once again come before the House and 
address issues of concern, to bring an-
other version of the Official Truth 
Squad. 

The Official Truth Squad started a 
couple of years ago and was an attempt 
to, actually grew out of a frustration 
by many of my colleagues and I who 
watched what occurred on the floor of 
the House here and felt that there just 
wasn’t a lot of sunshine going on, 
bringing light to many of the discus-
sions. And so we launched the Official 
Truth Squad. The attempt was to try 
to hopefully bring some commonsense 
discussion, real-sense discussion to the 
conversations that go on here in the 
House on a number of different topics. 

One of our favorite quotes is that of 
the late Senator Daniel Patrick Moy-

nihan who said, ‘‘Everyone is entitled 
to their own opinion, but they’re not 
entitled to their own facts.’’ 

And so, Mr. Speaker, what I’d like to 
do today for a little bit is just to talk 
about some facts. And one fact that I’d 
like to present as I begin is that, about 
a week ago, exactly a week ago, Thurs-
day of last week, a little earlier in the 
day I took this same well, and I made 
the comment that at that time it was 
a specific hour on the clock. Today, as 
a matter of fact, it’s 3:34 p.m. on Thurs-
day afternoon. 

Many individuals are just getting 
completed with a full day’s work or 
about to complete a full day’s work. A 
lot of folks are getting ready for the 
second shift, getting ready to start 
their shift from 3 to 11 across this Na-
tion. Some who will be working the 
midnight shift, the late shift, are prob-
ably just putting their head on the pil-
low so that they can get some sleep be-
fore they get back up later this evening 
to get to work tonight. 

And where’s the House? Well, Mr. 
Speaker, if you look around you can 
tell that the House has gone home. The 
House has gone home. In fact, we went 
home today without even passing a 
bill, without even voting on a bill. 

Mr. Speaker, the American people 
have great concern about the lack of 
productivity here in the House, and 
they have specific concern about the 
inability, apparent inability of this 
House and this leadership to address 
the issues that are of utmost concern 
to the American people. 

We take an oath, Mr. Speaker, as you 
know, that says that we will work to 
protect and defend the Constitution of 
the United States of America. One of 
the ways that we do that is to make 
certain that the individuals who are 
gaining information on our behalf from 
folks across the world who wish to do 
us harm, that we get that information, 
that we’re working with as much infor-
mation as possible, that we, as a Na-
tion, know what the bad guys are going 
to do before they do it. When we don’t, 
what happens is days like 9/11. 

And so, Mr. Speaker, shortly after 9/ 
11 there were some laws that were 
passed that updated our intelligence 
capability, that made it so that our in-
telligence officers across the world 
would be able to track and listen to 
and discover electronic communica-
tion, verbal and otherwise, when ter-
rorists outside of the United States 
were talking to other terrorists outside 
of the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, I represent the Sixth 
District of Georgia, just outside of At-
lanta. When I ask folks at home does 
anybody think that’s not a good idea, 
should we be able to listen to terrorists 
outside of our country when they talk 
to other terrorists outside of our coun-
try, and they might be talking about 
plans to bring many of us great harm, 
should we be able to listen if we had 
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