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a small group, because if you have 
these kinds of capabilities, you don’t 
want it broadcast to al Qaeda and rad-
ical jihadists about what your capabili-
ties are. You want to use it as an effec-
tive tool. But on a bipartisan basis, the 
leadership of the House and the Senate 
and the leadership on a bipartisan basis 
of the Intelligence Committees in the 
House and Senate signed off on these 
programs. 

The current Speaker of the House 
was briefed four times in the 8, 9 
months immediately after 9/11, and you 
know what? Number one, now she’s not 
bringing to the floor the very changes 
that she supported in the aftermath of 
9/11, but the companies that we went to 
and asked them for their help. And 
when these companies said we know 
the administration is supportive of 
this, have Members of Congress been 
informed, the administration could 
truthfully say, yes, they have been 
briefed. They’ve been informed. They 
know what we’re going to ask you to 
do, what information we expect to get 
and how we expect that to keep Amer-
ica safe. They’re now throwing them 
under the bus. 

But the more important thing is the 
urgency of today. We need these com-
panies to help us. They help us all the 
time. And we’re having a chilling effect 
on these types of American businesses 
that in many ways are helping us in 
basic law enforcement activities, not 
only radical jihadists but basic law en-
forcement, because they’re now being 
told if you help us, recognize that in 
many cases we’re going to throw you to 
the wolves, which in this case are the 
trial lawyers. 

I appreciate my colleagues having 
this discussion and debate. Thank you 
very much for allowing me to be a part 
of this. I need to get going. I was hop-
ing I could say I’m going to a meeting 
where we are going to work out the 
final details on FISA, but now that’s 
not the case. I’ve got to go to a dif-
ferent type of meeting. But thank you 
very much for furthering the effort on 
this very, very important issue. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Thank you for 
bringing greater clarity to that, Mr. 
HOEKSTRA. 

And before you joined us, I read and 
inserted into the RECORD a letter from 
25 State attorneys general talking 
about the importance of FISA, a bipar-
tisan group of individuals across this 
Nation who have the responsibility of 
keeping their States safe. And they un-
derstand and appreciate the imperative 
of this. 

Again, this gets so confusing to the 
American people because the people 
that apparently don’t want this to pass 
want the American people to be con-
fused. This is pretty simple, Mr. Speak-
er. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, 
will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. I yield. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Do you know 
why those attorneys general wrote the 
letter? Because it’s affecting the local 
governments’ ability to do surveillance 
on people from Mexico who are in this 
country illegally, drug lords and oth-
ers. It’s affecting our local govern-
ments’ at-home ability to do this sur-
veillance. It’s not just al Qaeda and the 
terrorists. This is affecting our local 
law enforcement too. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. It’s affecting 
the information that they’re able to 
get. But it’s communication from a for-
eign individual on foreign soil to an-
other foreign individual on foreign soil. 
This is not between an American indi-
vidual on American soil to another 
American individual on American soil. 

Mr. Speaker, when it’s confused and 
brought into kind of a perplexing di-
lemma for people and talking about the 
violation of Americans’ civil rights, 
that’s not what this is about. This is 
about protecting Americans from ter-
rorists overseas. And what we have 
seen in the last 19 or 20 days is exactly 
what Senator ROCKEFELLER knew when 
we see, when he said on February 14 of 
this year: ‘‘What people have to under-
stand around here is that the quality of 
intelligence we are going to be receiv-
ing is going to be degraded.’’ He said, 
stating before the Senate, that if this 
bill is not passed, the ability to gather 
intelligence will be degraded. Mr. 
Speaker, that means that we are not 
able to get the intelligence we need. 

We are now 19, 20 days into not hav-
ing this bill in place, not having this 
law in place. And why? I have difficulty 
when I get asked at home that ques-
tion. My constituents, many of them, 
will say, why won’t they pass the bill? 
A majority of the House wants it. 
Right? And that’s correct. Twenty-one 
Members on the Democrat side have 
said they would vote for the bill. The 
vast majority, if not everybody, on the 
Republican side would vote for the bill. 
Mr. Speaker, you know, that’s a major-
ity of this House of Representatives. So 
let the House work its will. 

Why won’t they bring it up? The only 
rationale, the only reason that has 
made any sense to anybody, is purely 
political. Purely political, either to 
continue the issue for their left, liberal 
wing because they believe they could 
gain political points with it or the po-
litical nature of not making it so the 
communications companies have im-
munity from the information that they 
provide on foreign individuals, terror-
ists overseas communicating with 
other terrorists overseas, providing 
those individuals the same protections 
that we have under the United States 
Constitution. 

Never before has that been done. 
Never before have we provided individ-
uals in a foreign land, non-American 
citizens in a foreign land, the rights, 
privileges, and protections of the 
United States Constitution. Because of 

the trial lawyer lobby and because of 
the trial lawyer support for the major-
ity party, the Democratic Party, that’s 
apparently the only reasonable answer 
to the question, Why won’t they allow 
this to come forward? 

But, Mr. Speaker, the leadership has 
recognized, at least they say they have 
recognized, the importance of this 
issue. Just 6 days ago, the majority 
leader said: ‘‘This is a very serious, im-
portant bill. It’s critical to the defense 
of our country.’’ Just last week he said 
this. Why, then, Mr. Speaker, are we 
not voting on it today? It’s 4:25. 
There’s no reason that we ought not 
have brought this bill up today or yes-
terday or the day before or tomorrow. 
But, Mr. Speaker, no, the House has 
gone home. 

Individual after individual has appre-
ciated and recognized the importance 
of this bill, that the terrorists, those 
who want to do us harm, are very nim-
ble. They’re very flexible. They’re very 
bright. Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives oftentimes have the op-
portunity to go to Iraq and to Afghani-
stan. I was talking to a colleague who 
was there just 11 days ago. That’s just 
a week into when we didn’t have this 
capability. And 11 days ago, this Mem-
ber of this body, this House of Rep-
resentatives, was told by a general on 
the ground in Iraq that the informa-
tion they were receiving was not as of 
high quality as it had been the week 
before. Changes occur that rapidly in 
the ability to gain information. 

Mr. Speaker, some say that the indi-
viduals representing them across this 
Nation are incapable of leading this 
Nation anymore. Some say that the ac-
tions of this House of Representatives 
border upon treasonous activity. Mr. 
Speaker, this isn’t leadership that’s 
going on in this House right now; it’s 
an abrogation of duty. It’s an abroga-
tion of responsibility. It’s a violation 
of the people’s trust. It’s a violation of 
the oath of office. Mr. Speaker, the 
American people are demanding that 
this be voted on and that it be voted on 
at the first opportunity, which now be-
comes next week. 

Mr. Speaker, the Senate Republicans 
have voted ‘‘yes.’’ The Senate Demo-
crats have voted ‘‘yes.’’ The House Re-
publicans will vote ‘‘yes’’ when given 
the opportunity. The House Democrat 
leadership is the only thing standing in 
the way of passing the Protect America 
Act and securing and defending this 
Nation in only the way that we can 
now, with appropriate intelligence ca-
pability. We must do that and we must 
do that as soon as possible. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, 
MARCH 10, 2008 

Mr. SERRANO (during the Special 
Order of Mr. PRICE of Georgia). Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
when the House adjourns today, it ad-
journ to meet at 12:30 p.m. on Monday 
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next for morning-hour debate; and fur-
ther, when the House adjourns on 
Wednesday, March 12, it adjourn to 
meet at 10:30 a.m. on Thursday, March 
13. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
YARMUTH). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from New 
York? 

There was no objection. 

f 

b 1630 

FOSSIL FUELS TO RENEWABLES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. BARTLETT) is recognized 
for 60 minutes. 

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Mr. 
Speaker, in just a few days now will be 
the third anniversary of the time I 
came to this floor to talk about this 
subject. I believe this may be the 39th 
time that I have come to the floor, and 
what an auspicious time to come, be-
cause when I got up this morning and 
turned on the television, I could hardly 
believe it, oil was $105 a barrel. 

There are three groups in this coun-
try that are interested in transitioning 
from fossil fuels to renewables. They 
have very different agendas, they have 
very different concerns, but they have 
common cause in wanting to transition 
from fossil fuels to renewables. One of 
these groups is the group that is con-
cerned about the national security of 
our country. This first chart speaks to 
that. 

There were 30 people about 3 years 
ago leading Americans: Boydan Gray, 
McFarland, Jim Woolsey, and 27 oth-
ers, retired Four-star admirals and 
generals, who really understand the 
problems we face, who wrote a letter to 
the President saying, Mr. President, 
the fact that we have only 2 percent of 
the world’s oil reserves and we use 25 
percent of the world oil, and we import 
almost two-thirds of what we use is a 
totally unacceptable national security 
exposure. We really have to do some-
thing about that. 

A couple of other statistics on this 
chart are interesting to note. With our 
2 percent of the world oil reserves, we 
are pumping 8 percent of the world’s 
oil. We are pumping our wells four 
times faster than the average of the 
rest of the world. What that means of 
course is if there is the end of oil, our 
wells will go dry before the others be-
cause we are pumping them faster. 

The last statistic here is truly a bit 
less than 5 percent. We are one person 
out of 22 in the world, and we use one- 
fourth of the world’s energy, and this 
fact is not lost on the rest of the world. 
They recognize this. 

The next chart is a statement by our 
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice. 
She had in mind the statistics that you 
just saw, and she had some other 

things in mind that we will come to in 
a few moments. When she said we do 
have to do something about the energy 
problem, I can tell you that nothing 
has really taken me aback more as 
Secretary of State than the way the 
politics of energy is, I will use the 
word, warping diplomacy around the 
world. We have simply got to do some-
thing about the warping now of diplo-
matic effort by the all-out rush for en-
ergy supply. So our Secretary of State 
recognizes the national security impli-
cations of the world’s oil energy sup-
ply. 

One of the things she had in mind 
was this next chart. This is a really in-
teresting one. This shows what the 
world would look like if the size of the 
country was relative to the amount of 
oil that it had in reserve. Boy, this is a 
warped map of the world, isn’t it? 
There is China and India over there, so 
small you can hardly find them be-
cause they have very little oil. 

Saudi Arabia is huge. It just domi-
nates the landscape. Saudi Arabia has 
22 percent, more than one-fifth of the 
world’s reserves of oil. And notice little 
Kuwait through there, a tiny little 
province way down in there in the 
southeastern corner of Iraq, and Sad-
dam Hussein thought that would look 
good as a province of Iraq, which was a 
problem about 12 years, 16 years ago, I 
guess. But look at the size of their re-
serves. Iraq and Iran, the United Arab 
Emirates, just dots on the map, and 
look at how much oil they have. Then 
across northern Africa, Nigeria, Libya, 
Algeria, Egypt, and so forth. 

Look in our hemisphere. Venezuela of 
course dwarfs everything else. Ven-
ezuela has more oil than all the rest of 
our hemisphere put together. Russia, 
big, but not huge compared to these 
other reserves. Little Kazakhstan, you 
see it’s fairly large there. 

So some really striking things about 
this map. One is the size of the reserves 
in India and China. About almost one- 
fourth of the world’s population lives 
in India, about one-third, really, live in 
India and China, and they have no 
more oil than we have. Notice that our 
two biggest suppliers of oil are Canada 
and Mexico, and they have less oil than 
we. Now, there aren’t very many people 
in Canada to use the oil, so they can 
export it to us. Although there are a 
lot of people in Mexico, most of them 
are too poor to use the oil, so they can 
export it to us. But look how Ven-
ezuela is dominating this hemisphere. 

Another thing that Condoleezza Rice 
had in mind when she made that state-
ment about how oil is warping the 
world’s diplomacy was the distribution 
of the reserves of oil. On the right over 
there, we have the top 10 oil and gas 
companies on the basis of oil reserve 
holdings in 2004. Notice that 98 percent 
of those are governments, nationally 
owned oil reserves. LUKOIL in Russia, 
big, and they have 2 percent, and they 
are kind of quasi-government, really. 

But notice over here on the left. Now, 
this is the top 10 oil and gas companies 
on the basis of production. The graph 
on the right shows how much oil they 
have, and the graph on the left shows 
how much oil they are producing. The 
big boys up here, ExxonMobil and 
Royal Dutch Shell and BP and so forth, 
they weren’t even big enough to show 
up over here on the right. They are not 
numbered among the top ten. So they 
don’t own much oil but they are pump-
ing a lot of oil that somebody else 
owns. So they are pumping 22 percent 
of the oil. But notice still that 78 per-
cent of the oil is pumped by these na-
tional companies that own it there. 
Condoleezza Rice I’m sure had this in 
mind when she made that statement. 

She also had this next chart in mind. 
This is an interesting one. This looks 
at holdings around the world. World 
energy picture of January of 2005. You 
will notice the symbols there for 
China. China is buying oil all over the 
world. Why would they do that? Be-
cause in today’s world, it really doesn’t 
make any difference who owns the oil. 
We own very little of the oil. We have 
2 percent of the world’s reserves, but 
we are using 25 percent of the world oil, 
and we do that because we come with 
our dollars. Let’s hope it continues to 
be dollars rather than euros. We come 
with our dollars and we buy the oil. 

So why are the Chinese buying up the 
oil when it doesn’t make any difference 
in today’s world economy who owns 
the oil? The person, the company, the 
country that comes with the dollars 
buys the oil. Well, at the same time 
that they are buying up all this oil, and 
I am sure Condoleezza Rice had this in 
mind, they were also very aggressively 
building a blue water navy. You see, 
you would need a blue water navy. We 
have the only one in the world now. 
You would need a blue water navy to 
protect the supply routes if you wanted 
to take the position that the oil was 
yours and you couldn’t share it. 

They have 1 billion 300 million peo-
ple, and I can imagine that one day 
they may, with pressure from their 
people, tell the world, gee, I am sorry, 
but this oil is ours and we can’t share 
it. They have 900 million people in 
what they call rural areas that, with 
the miracle of instant communication 
and television, have observed the bene-
fits of the industrialized world, and 
they are clamoring for some of those 
benefits. I think that the Chinese rec-
ognize that they must do something to 
meet those demands or they might see 
their empire unraveling the way the 
Soviet empire unraveled. 

So this is one group of people that 
have a concern about moving away 
from fossil fuels to alternatives, renew-
ables. We have very few fossil fuels and 
so we have a big incentive to move 
away and develop renewables, and 
these are those who are concerned 
about national security interests. 
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