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have been spent by experts in the en-
ergy industry to expand renewable and 
alternative energy capabilities, the 
same energy capabilities that this 
scheme purports to promote. 

I hope these new green jobs are close 
to home, because workers are going to 
have to pay for walking shoes in addi-
tion to work boots. 

Mr. Speaker, why is the majority 
willing to gamble our economic and na-
tional security on the uncertainty of 
the energy sources of tomorrow in 
order to bow to the billion dollar envi-
ronmental industry today? 

Of course, Members of this House 
want to expand alternative and renew-
able energy resources. In fact, we must 
do so, as we just heard in the last hour. 
We must have clean, safe, reliable, af-
fordable sources of energy to continue 
to compete in the 21st century. But 
these are not new technologies in 
which we are investing. Ethanol has 
been subsidized since the 1970s, in fact, 
probably earlier than that. We’ve had 
solar and wind power capabilities since 
the 1980s. Yet, somehow this majority 
believes that the reason that these 
technologies have not taken over is be-
cause of some sort of cabal by the en-
ergy market. 

So rather than financially support 
the research into new technology, this 
body chose to strap higher costs on the 
backs of already cash-strapped Ameri-
cans. What about the needs of the Na-
tion’s families today? What about the 
families struggling to pay for oil to 
heat their homes, gas to drive their 
cars? 

Today we face a slowing economy, a 
credit crunch. We have a hard hit hous-
ing sector. So how does the majority 
respond to those who are struggling to 
pay for gasoline and heating oil? They 
say the energy equivalent of ‘‘let them 
eat cake.’’ Let them pay for something 
that is inherently more expensive than 
the current market provides. 

Mr. Speaker, if California wants to 
cut energy demand by pricing people 
out of the market, as we just heard in 
the last hour, that’s fine for them. But 
please don’t think that the rest of the 
American people are going to sit back 
and let that happen without a fight. 

Our economy is suffering. Our energy 
needs are great. This is not the time to 
double down on short-term schemes 
that deals long-term problems. Amer-
ica relies on energy to fuel our econ-
omy and our lives. That means that 
America needs real change to spur the 
development of new technology in the 
fields of renewable and alternative en-
ergy. 

Let’s spur this development in the 
right way and invest in all forms of en-
ergy, and let’s do so without prejudice, 
without handicapping or picking the 
winners and losers based upon the 
cleanness or the carbon consciousness 
index, whatever that is. 

Let me end by quoting the famous 
songster, Kenny Rogers, the Gambler, 

because it seems like an appropriate 
way to wrap up this discussion. ‘‘You 
got to know when to hold them, you 
got to know when to fold them; know 
when to walk away and know when to 
run.’’ 

Let’s hope the other body walks 
away from this risky democratic 
scheme so we can keep Americans from 
having to pick up the marker for the 
House’s irresponsible gambling habit. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. WATT) to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material:) 

Mr. YARMUTH, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. SCHIFF, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. WATT, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:) 

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, March 13. 
Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5 

minutes, March 13. 
Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida, 

for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. PENCE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. KUHL of New York, for 5 minutes, 

March 13. 
f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 5 o’clock and 39 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Monday, March 
10, 2008, at 12:30 p.m. for morning-hour 
debate. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

5643. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting the Department’s Vehicle Fleet 
Report on Alternative Fuel Vehicles for fis-
cal year 2007, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 13218; to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

5644. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Management, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, transmitting the Department’s Vehi-
cle Fleet Report on Alternative Fuel Vehi-
cles for fiscal year 2007, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 
13218; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce. 

5645. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting the March 2008 International 
Narcotics Control Strategy Report, pursuant 
to 22 U.S.C. 2291(b)(2); to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

5646. A letter from the Chief Justice, Su-
preme Court of the United States, transmit-

ting a copy of the Report of the Proceedings 
of the Judicial Conference of the United 
States, September 18, 2007, pursuant to 28 
U.S.C. 331; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

5647. A letter from the Pricipal Deputy As-
sistant Attorney General, Department of 
Justice, transmitting the Department’s re-
port on the activities of the Community Re-
lations Service (CRS) for Fiscal Year 2006, 
pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 2000g-3; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

5648. A letter from the Pricipal Deputy As-
sistant Attorney General, Department of 
Justice, transmitting the Department’s re-
port on the use of exemption from antitrust 
laws provided by Section 405 of the Pandemic 
and All-Hazards Preparedness Act, Pub. L. 
109-417; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

5649. A letter from the President and Chief 
Executive Officer, Little League Baseball, 
transmitting the Annual Report of Little 
League Baseball, Incorporated for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2007, pursuant to 
36 U.S.C. 1084(b); to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

5650. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting a copy 
of a draft bill to amend subsection (e)(1) of 
Section 2010 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexi-
ble, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A 
Legacy for Users, or SAFETEA-LU, to allow 
a State to use funds from a grant under Sec-
tion 2010 to promote the use of motorcycle 
helmets; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 

committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. CONYERS: Committee on the Judici-
ary. H.R. 1312. A bill to expedite adjudication 
of employer petitions for aliens of extraor-
dinary artistic ability; with an amendment 
(Rept. 110–540). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the State of the Union. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 

bills and resolutions were introduced 
and severally referred, as follows: 

By Mr. RAHALL (for himself, Mr. 
GRIJALVA, and Mr. DICKS): 

H.R. 5541. A bill to provide a supplemental 
funding source for catastrophic emergency 
wildland fire suppression activities on De-
partment of the Interior and National Forest 
System lands, to require the Secretary of the 
Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture to 
develop a cohesive wildland fire management 
strategy, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources, and in addition 
to the Committees on Agriculture, and the 
Budget, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself, Mr. 
BOREN, Mr. LUCAS, Mr. COLE of Okla-
homa, Ms. FALLIN, Mr. PICKERING, 
Mr. MARCHANT, Mr. THOMPSON of Mis-
sissippi, Mr. BONNER, Mr. SESSIONS, 
Mr. TAYLOR, and Mr. UDALL of New 
Mexico): 

H.R. 5542. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide for a tem-
porary moratorium on enforcement of the 
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