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support. We wanted to make sure our 
northern and southern borders were se-
cured. That was where we directed our 
first attention with our legislation. 

We also recognized that all over the 
country there are issues relating to the 
need for temporary workers. There are 
people who would say: Well, why would 
someone from Nevada be concerned 
about temporary workers? 

Well, the Presiding Officer comes 
from a State where agriculture is big. 
But agriculture in certain parts of the 
State of Nevada is big. We are the larg-
est producer of white onions in Amer-
ica; we produce the largest amounts of 
garlic, and, of course, huge amounts of 
alfalfa. 

With corn being used so much as it is 
for the production of alternative fuel, 
alfalfa is becoming a very high-quality, 
very important product. So we need 
temporary workers in the farm com-
munities throughout Nevada, but we 
also need them, on occasion, with our 
resort industry. 

So, No. 1, secure our borders, north 
and south. No. 2, we need to take a 
look at guest workers, not in Nevada 
but the whole country. There is a need 
to take a look at them. 

Thirdly, our legislation said what are 
we going to do with the 11 or 12 million 
people who are here who are undocu-
mented? Our legislation directed to-
ward that, was it amnesty? Of course 
not. But what it did was set up a proc-
ess that people who were in the coun-
try who were undocumented could 
come out of the shadows. Would they 
go to the front of the line? Of course 
not. They would go way to the back of 
the line. 

After having paid penalties and fines, 
learned English, stayed out of trouble, 
paid taxes, it seems quite fair, after 
some 13 years or 14 years, they would 
be able to have their status readjusted. 
It is important we do that. It is very 
clear we cannot deport 12 million peo-
ple. I am not sure—maybe some want 
to do that, but I think, realistically, 
that is not part of what this country is 
about. 

Finally, what we need to do is take a 
look at what we did in 1986; that is, we 
established a new setup for immigra-
tion, and it was where we would have 
employer sanctions; we shifted it from 
the Government to employers. So we 
had four basic things in our immigra-
tion legislation: Border security, tem-
porary workers, path to legalization, 
and do something about employer sanc-
tions that was more meaningful. 

This was a good, strong piece of legis-
lation. There were other things in that. 
But those were the four main parts. So 
I would hope this legislation, which 
was supported by the President, is leg-
islation we could move forward on at 
some time. 

Everyone has a right to offer what-
ever legislation they wish to offer. I ac-
knowledge that. But I would think that 

rather than trying to piecemeal this 
legislation with little bits and pieces 
here, as everyone knows, if anything to 
do with immigration comes to the 
floor, other people who are concerned 
about certain aspects of border secu-
rity—temporary workers, pathway to 
legalization, employer sanctions— 
would offer amendments. 

The difficulty we have had getting 
bills to the floor and having legislation 
proceed has been very difficult. So I 
wanted everyone to know this legisla-
tion which was brought to the Senate 
today, and as I repeat, with great fan-
fare, big press events, if people want to 
do something about legislation on im-
migration, I do not think this is the 
right way to go. I hope the American 
public sees this for what it is. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

AMT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
for the last few days, I have come to 
the floor to propose a number of poten-
tial remedies Congress could employ to 
address the current housing downturn; 
remedies aimed at helping those who 
are struggling most and at creating 
new opportunities for others. 

In this economy, Congress certainly 
has a role to play. And that role is to 
help those in urgent need, while at the 
same time taking a longer view of the 
economy and its future strength. 

Taxes are an area where Congress can 
clearly play a helpful or a harmful 
role. So the debate over the looming 
AMT tax, which is set to hit millions of 
middle-class Americans with an aver-
age tax hike of about $2,000 this year, 
is extremely important. 

Last year, at a time when there was 
less concern about the economy over-
all, both parties agreed that a tax 
which was never meant to hit the mid-
dle class should be blocked. More than 
170,000 families in my State are in dan-
ger of being hit with the AMT tax this 
year. 

Nearly 900,000 taxpayers in Florida 
are in danger of getting hit by it. It is 
about the same number in Texas and 
Illinois, and Massachusetts, and Penn-
sylvania. In Ohio, nearly 900,000 tax-
payers are expected to get hit. And 
then there is New York and California. 
In New York, more than 3 million fami-
lies are in danger of getting hit with 
the AMT this year, and in California 
nearly 41⁄2 million families and individ-
uals are in danger of being stuck with 
this tax. 

Last year, Republicans insisted that 
if we were going to protect people from 
a tax they were never meant to pay in 
the first place, this meant not raising 

some other tax on them somewhere 
else. Senate Democrats came to share 
that view as well. 

This year, Senate Democrats wisely 
opted in their budget resolution to 
take the same approach that prevailed 
last year: No new taxes, no new taxes 
to cover the AMT patch. 

House Democrats, on the other hand, 
have opted for a different approach. 
They want to raise taxes by more than 
$60 billion to pay for the AMT. And 
they want to do it by circumventing 
the legislative process. They should 
know from the outset that Senate Re-
publicans will oppose this stealth and 
unfair tax hike, and we fully expect it 
will fail. 

As the Chairman of the Budget Com-
mittee, Senator CONRAD, has said: 
Raising taxes to pay for the AMT is 
‘‘not the will of the Senate.’’ 

Republicans stood strong for two 
basic principles last year when it came 
to the budget: The tax burden is al-
ready too high for working families 
and the businesses that create jobs in 
this country. And spending needs need 
to be kept in check to the President’s 
top line. 

We not only insisted on these prin-
ciples, we fought for them. And on be-
half of the American taxpayer, we pre-
vailed. I have no doubt we will have 
similar success this year. 

Republicans fought hard for fiscal 
discipline last year at a time when the 
economy was not the central concern 
of the American people. At a time 
when it is the central concern of the 
American people, we cannot be talking 
about raising taxes by tens of billions 
of dollars. We need to be expanding the 
family budget, not the Federal budget. 
The House should know that in this 
economy, this is a principle Senate Re-
publicans will defend aggressively. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 

MCCASKILL). Under the previous order, 
the leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to a period of morning business 
for up to 1 hour, with Senators per-
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes 
each, with the time equally divided be-
tween the two leaders or their des-
ignees, with the majority controlling 
the first half and the Republicans con-
trolling the final half. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order for the quorum call 
be rescinded. 
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