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history. Professor John Atanasoff and 
graduate student Clifford Berry of ISU 
have been credited with the invention 
of the electronic digital computer in 
the late 1930s. When they constructed 
the Atanasoff-Berry computer, they 
were the first to incorporate the seven 
basic principles of modern computing. 

Professor Henry Gilman laid the 
foundation for the modern plastics in-
dustry with his research in poly-
ethylene materials. In the 1920s, ISU 
was home to the development of hybrid 
seed corn. Professor Orland Sweeney 
conducted pioneering work on soybean 
oil extraction and producing ethanol 
from corn and other plant materials in 
the 1930s. 

Iowa State has produced such es-
teemed graduates as George Wash-
ington Carver, a man who shattered 
the glass ceiling for minority inven-
tors, women’s rights activist Carrie 
Chapman Catt, and astronaut Clayton 
Anderson, just to name a few. 

John Garang, who earned a Ph.D. in 
economics from Iowa State, not only 
went on to serve as vice president of 
Sudan, but in his role as leader of the 
Sudanese Peoples Liberation Army 
worked to end his country’s violent 
civil war. 

One cannot forget to mention that 
Mildred Day, the inventor of Rice 
Krispies treats, also graduated from 
Iowa State. In addition to Mildred, 
former CEOs of Boeing, Dow Corning, 
3–M, and Lockheed Martin have all 
claimed Iowa State University as their 
alma mater, as do I. 

I attended ISU on a Naval ROTC 
scholarship. The program covered my 
books and tuition, as well as $50 a 
month to cover extra expenses. I was 
well taken care of at ISU. With NROTC 
and a loan from the National Defense 
Scholarship Program, started under 
President Eisenhower, I was able to 
make it through college and flourish. 

It is my honor today to stand in sup-
port of my resolution honoring Iowa 
State for its long and storied history of 
graduating men and women who are 
creative, productive, and innovative. 
As the ISU fight song goes, ‘‘Loyal sons 
forever true, and we will fight the bat-
tle through. And when we hit that line 
we’ll hit it hard ev’ry yard for I.S.U.’’ 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, 
today I support this resolution to 
honor the service and leadership of 
Iowa State University. I am cospon-
soring this resolution because I know 
firsthand the substantial contributions 
that Iowa State has made to both Iowa 
and the Nation as a whole. In fact, as 
one of the first land-grant universities, 
it has led the way in technology ad-
vancement and outreach. 

Iowa State University will celebrate 
150 years of service to the United 
States this month. The university is a 
leader in agricultural, engineering, and 
computer science technologies. They 
have been pioneers in the education of 

minorities and women. Because of 
these advancements, Iowa State Uni-
versity is recognized throughout the 
world as a standard for excellence in 
education, practical research, and out-
reach through extension. 

Iowa State is a great representative 
for the people of our State and will 
continue to leave an important legacy 
for our Nation. It is with great respect 
that I introduce this resolution in 
honor of Iowa State University’s 150th 
year anniversary. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
the motions to reconsider be laid upon 
the table, with no intervening action 
or debate, and that any statements re-
lating to the resolution be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 475) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 475 

Whereas Iowa State University of Science 
and Technology was established by the Iowa 
General Assembly on March 22, 1858, as the 
Iowa Agricultural College and Model Farm 
in response to the State of Iowa’s desire to 
provide higher education opportunities to 
farm families and working classes in Iowa, 
predating the passage of the Federal Morrill 
Act by 4 years; 

Whereas on September 3, 1862, Iowa became 
the first State in the Nation to accept the 
terms and conditions of the Morrill Act cre-
ating the land-grant system of colleges and 
universities; 

Whereas the Iowa Agricultural College and 
Model Farm, known today as Iowa State 
University of Science and Technology (Iowa 
State), received Iowa’s land-grant charter on 
March 29, 1864, making it one of the first 
land-grant institutions in the Nation; 

Whereas Iowa State was a pioneer in all 3 
parts of the land-grant mission, including— 
(1) access to all, regardless of race, gender or 
social class, being the first land-grant insti-
tution to be coeducational from its opening, 
with 16 women in its first class and later stu-
dents including future suffragist Carrie 
Chapman Catt, an 1880 graduate, and George 
Washington Carver, the first African Amer-
ican student, who earned a bachelor’s degree 
in 1894 and a master’s degree in 1896, and was 
also the institution’s first African American 
faculty member; (2) practical research, es-
tablishing the Nation’s first Engineering Ex-
periment Station and domestic economy ex-
perimental kitchen, and one of the first agri-
culture experiment stations; and (3) out-
reach, including some of the earliest land- 
grant institution outreach activities such as 
the establishment of the Farmers Institutes 
in the winter of 1869-70 by Iowa State Presi-
dent Adonijah Welch, and the organization of 
the Nation’s first county Extension Service 
in 1903 in Sioux County in northwest Iowa by 
Professor Perry Holden; 

Whereas some of the most important tech-
nological advancements of the modern world 
were the result of research at Iowa State, in-
cluding—(1) the development of hybrid seed 
corn in the 1920s; (2) pioneering work on soy-
bean oil extraction and producing ethanol 

from corn and other plant materials by Pro-
fessor Orland Sweeney in the 1930s; (3) the in-
vention of the electronic digital computer in 
the late 1930s by Professor John Atanasoff 
and graduate student Clifford Berry, whose 
Atanasoff-Berry Computer was the first to 
incorporate the 7 basic principles of modern 
computing; (4) the foundation for the modern 
plastics industry laid by polyethylene re-
search by Professor Henry Gilman; (5) devel-
opment of the process still used today to re-
fine pure rare-earth materials, including re-
actor-grade uranium, by Professor Frank 
Spedding and Harley Wilhelm, as a result of 
Iowa State’s key role in the Manhattan 
Project during World War II; (6) development 
of modern livestock animal genetics by Pro-
fessor Jay Lush; and (7) the first field-testing 
of a genetically altered plant (tobacco) in 
1987 and genetically altered tree (poplar) in 
1989 by Professor Robert Thornburg; 

Whereas Iowa State hired one of the first 
permanent campus artists-in-residence, with 
sculptor Christian Petersen holding that po-
sition from 1934 to 1955 and providing hun-
dreds of sculptures and other art objects to 
the university, whose Art on Campus collec-
tion today includes more than 600 major pub-
lic works of art; 

Whereas Iowa State has had a technology 
transfer office since 1935, longer than all but 
one other university in the Nation, and is ac-
knowledged today as a national leader in 
putting technology to work, being cited as a 
‘‘model of economic development’’ and ‘‘li-
censing powerhouse’’ in a 2007 study commis-
sioned by the National Science Foundation; 

Whereas Iowa State University is today 
spearheading new advances in science and 
technology, including new materials, infor-
mation sciences, green architecture, biologi-
cal research, and the development of bio-
renewable fuels and other resources to sup-
port the bioeconomy and the Nation’s inde-
pendence from nonrenewable petroleum re-
sources; and 

Whereas more than 257,000 degrees have 
been awarded by Iowa State, and its grad-
uates include heads of State, leaders of in-
dustry, great humanitarians, and gifted sci-
entists, whose work has improved the qual-
ity of life for people worldwide: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates Iowa State University of 

Science and Technology on its 150 years of 
outstanding service to the State of Iowa, the 
United States, and the world in fulfilling its 
mission as a land-grant university; and 

(2) thanks the State of Iowa for its vision-
ary leadership in the beginning of the land- 
grant movement in the United States of 
America. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST 
TIME—H.R. 1084, H.R. 1424, AND 
H.R. 5159 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I believe 

there are three bills at the desk, and I 
ask for their first reading en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bills by title for 
the first time en bloc. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 1084) to amend the Foreign As-

sistance Act of 1961, the State Department 
Basic Authorities Act of 1956, and the For-
eign Service Act of 1980 to build operational 
readiness in civilian agencies, and for other 
purposes. 

A bill (H.R. 1424) to amend section 712 of 
the Employee Retirement Income Security 
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Act of 1974, section 2705 of the Public Health 
Service Act, section 9812 of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to require equity in the 
provision of mental health and substance-re-
lated disorder benefits under group health 
plans, to prohibit discrimination on the basis 
of genetic information with respect to health 
insurance and employment, and for other 
purposes. 

A bill (H.R. 5159) to establish the Office of 
the Capitol Visitor Center within the Office 
of the Architect of the Capitol, headed by 
the Chief Executive Officer for Visitor Serv-
ices, to provide for the effective management 
and administration of the Capitol Visitor 
Center, and for other purposes. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask for a 
second reading en bloc but object to 
my own request en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. The bills will receive 
their second reading on the next legis-
lative day. 

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 
2008 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate 
completes its business today, it stand 
adjourned until 10 a.m. tomorrow, Fri-
day, March 7; that following the prayer 
and pledge, the Journal of proceedings 
be approved to date, the morning hour 
be deemed expired, the time of the two 
leaders be reserved for their use later 
in the day, and that the Senate proceed 
to a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, as I an-

nounced earlier, there will be no roll-
call votes tomorrow or Monday. Sen-
ators should be prepared for a busy 
week next week as the Senate con-
siders the budget resolution. 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if there is 
no further business to come before the 
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that 
it stand adjourned under the previous 
order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 6 p.m., adjourned until Friday, 
March 7, 2008, at 10 a.m. 

f 

CONFIRMATION

Executive nomination confirmed by 
the Senate Thursday, March 6, 2008: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

HECTOR E. MORALES, OF TEXAS, TO BE PERMANENT 
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES, WITH THE 
RANK OF AMBASSADOR. 

THE ABOVE NOMINATION WAS APPROVED SUBJECT TO 
THE NOMINEE’S COMMITMENT TO RESPOND TO RE-
QUESTS TO APPEAR AND TESTIFY BEFORE ANY DULY 
CONSTITUTED COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE. 
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