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Dusty and her family including her husband, 
Lester and their four children on this honor by 
the school district. I applaud Dusty for her 
leadership and congratulate her on this much 
deserved recognition of having a school 
named in her honor. 
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CONGRATULATING THE INDIANA 
GIRLS BASKETBALL STATE 
CHAMPIONS AT PLYMOUTH HIGH 
SCHOOL 

HON. JOE DONNELLY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 6, 2008 

Mr. DONNELLY. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise before you to extend congratulations to 
the Plymouth High School Lady Pilgrims girls 
basketball team. The Lady Pilgrims succeeded 
in clinching the 3A state championship on 
March 1, 2008 at Conseco Fieldhouse in Indi-
anapolis with a thrilling 47–46 victory over In-
dianapolis Chatard. 

The Lady Pilgrims worked tirelessly this 
season to win their second Semi-State title in 
Plymouth High School history. This significant 
victory led to their first State title ever for the 
girls’ basketball team. 

The Plymouth team consisted of thirteen 
outstanding young women, including: Seniors 
Leslie Swihart, Laura Garrity, Jessica 
McMillen, Jessica Centa and Brittany Payne; 
Juniors Alex Starr, Brittany Davis, Danielle 
Hayden, Lyzz Smith and Erin McNeil; Sopho-
more Chelsea Benge; and Freshmen Marisa 
Green and Meagan Barron. 

Also, we should not fail to acknowledge the 
support structure around the team. Head 
Coach Dave Cox with assistants Lindsay 
Houin, Dave Duncan and Russ Teall guided 
the Pilgrims to victory. The team received tre-
mendous community support as evidenced by 
the busloads of fans that traveled to Indianap-
olis for the game and the thunderous applause 
of supporters who gathered to welcome the 
team home after their victory. 

I offer my congratulations to the members of 
the girls’ basketball team of Plymouth High 
School, the coaching staff, the school adminis-
tration and community, and the surrounding 
Plymouth community for their accomplish-
ments this season on the road to the 3A State 
Championship. 
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HONORING JAMES LAPIN 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 6, 2008 

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, James Lapin, 
an active member of the Hebrew Institute of 
Riverdale, is truly a giving person. Mr. Lapin 
really understands the importance of doing 
and not just talking about giving. This is some-
thing he demonstrated by donating a kidney to 
a woman through a match made by the 
Halachic Organ Donor Society. 

At the Hebrew Institute of Riverdale he is a 
frequent participant in many of the Bayrit’s 

programs and has been instrumental in con-
tinuing Abraham and Sarah’s Tent, the innova-
tive program at HIR that provides free Shab-
bat dinner every Friday. He also shows his 
concern for our youth by being a big brother 
in the Big Sibling program of the Jewish Youth 
Encounter Program. 

James and his wife Ann are parents of 
Gavriella and Sarit and have lived in Riverdale 
since their marriage in 2001. He is a graduate 
of the BA/MBA program of the University of 
Judaism and now works for Columbia Univer-
sity. 

For his true selflessness and good works, 
he is presented with the Andrew Zucker Com-
munity Service Award. 
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ST. MARY MEDICAL CENTER PRO-
VIDES EXCEPTIONAL HEALTH 
CARE 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 6, 2008 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate St. Mary 
Medical Center for recently being named 
among the top 1 percent of hospitals in the 
Nation. St. Mary is one of only 49 hospitals in 
the Nation to be recognized with the Premier- 
Care Science Select Practice National Quality 
Award. The award is given to those facilities 
with the best patient outcomes and operating 
efficiency. 

St. Mary Medical Center, located in Walla 
Walla, WA, was founded in 1880 by the Sis-
ters of Providence. At the time, it was the first 
non-military hospital in Washington State east 
of the Cascades. Today, the hospital con-
tinues its 120 year commitment to providing 
excellent acute care, attracting patients from 
throughout the region. 

This is not the first time St. Mary Medical 
Center has been recognized as a top per-
former. In 2007, the hospital was named 
among the top 100 hospitals in the Nation by 
2 independent research companies. The na-
tional attention St. Mary Medical Center has 
received is a testament to the exceptional at-
tention and care they give to each patient. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
St. Mary Medical Center for setting the stand-
ard for clinical excellence, and for providing 
excellent health care to the Walla Walla com-
munity. I invite my colleagues to join me in 
congratulating the doctors and employees of 
St. Mary Medical Center on this great achieve-
ment. 
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PAUL WELLSTONE MENTAL 
HEALTH AND ADDICTION EQUITY 
ACT OF 2007 

HON. WALLY HERGER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 6, 2008 

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
correct the record with respect to Mr. STARK’s 
comments about Shasta Regional Medical 

Center. First, the hospital did not close. Sec-
ond, the malpractice to which he refers oc-
curred under the previous ownership of the 
hospital, then known as Redding Medical Cen-
ter. The hospital did not have physician invest-
ment at that time. The individuals who were 
found guilty of fraud and malpractice were 
punished appropriately and are no longer affili-
ated with Shasta Regional Medical Center. 
The new ownership of that facility has per-
formed an invaluable service to the local com-
munity by taking over a failing hospital and 
working to rebuild its reputation, and they de-
serve the thanks of every member of Con-
gress for that service. 
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF DEREK 
OWENS 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 6, 2008 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in remembrance of Derek Owens, a vet-
eran Cleveland Police Officer who will be re-
membered for his unshakable commitment to 
the Cleveland community. 

Derek Owens was born in Cleveland and re-
mained in the area for most of his life. He 
graduated from the University of Toledo and 
later returned to Cleveland to earn his social 
Work degree from Cleveland State University 
in 1995. Owens was well known and will be 
fondly remembered in the neighborhoods in 
which he served for 10 years as a police offi-
cer. He often volunteered for neighborhood 
block watches and was recognized for his ap-
proachability, sense of humor and dedication 
to helping the community, even during his time 
off-duty. 

Owens is survived by his wife, Erika, daugh-
ter Sydni and son, Chandler. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues please join 
me in honoring Derek Owens, a vital member 
of the Cleveland community and dedicated 
Police Officer. May his commitment to the 
community serve as an example to all of us. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 6, 2008 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to offer a personal explanation of 
the reason I missed rollcall vote Nos. 88 
through 90 on March 4, 2008. My plane was 
delayed due to bad weather in Atlanta. 

I would have voted: 
Rollcall vote No. 88, H.R. 1143—To author-

ize the Secretary of the Interior to lease cer-
tain lands in Virgin Islands National Park and 
for other purposes ‘‘aye’’; 

Rollcall vote No. 89, H.R. 1311—To direct 
the Secretary of the Interior to convey the 
Alta-Hualapai Site to the city of Las Vegas, 
Nevada, for the development of a cancer 
treatment facility, ‘‘aye’’; and 

Rollcall vote No. 90, H.R. 816—To provide 
for the release of certain land from the Sunrise 
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