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For his good work with the community, the 

Riverdale Jewish Community Council is 
awarding him the Martin Rollins Interfaith 
Brotherhood Award. I understand that Detec-
tive Rodriguez is retiring this summer and I 
want him to know that the community will miss 
him and that he can always count on us for a 
helping hand if ever he needs one. 

f 

THE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 
ON THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2009 

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 6, 2008 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, I am ex-
tremely pleased that the fiscal year (FY) 2009 
Budget Resolution, approved by the Com-
mittee on the Budget, recognizes the critical 
importance of meeting our Nation’s infrastruc-
ture investment needs, even while achieving a 
balanced budget by 2012. The Budget Resolu-
tion vigorously rejects the short-sighted poli-
cies of the President’s budget, which cuts vir-
tually every infrastructure investment program 
within the jurisdiction of the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure, including 
highways, public transit, airports, Amtrak, 
wastewater treatment, and water resources 
development. 

In contrast to the harmful cuts proposed by 
the administration, the resolution fully funds 
highway, transit, and highway safety programs 
at the levels originally authorized in the Safe, 
Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation 
Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA– 
LU). The resolution rejects both the negative 
$1 billion adjustment for Revenue Aligned 
Budget Authority, and the administration’s pro-
posal to cut highway and transit funding by an 
additional $1 billion below the authorized lev-
els, which would be detrimental to short-term 
economic stimulus efforts, as well as long- 
term economic growth. 

For the Airport Improvement Program, AIP, 
the resolution rejects the $765 million cut pro-
posed by the administration, and instead pro-
vides the full amounts authorized in the FAA 
Reauthorization Act of 2007 (H.R. 2881), as 
approved by the House last year. Specifically, 
the proposed budget provides $3.9 billion for 
AIP in FY 2009, increasing to $4.1 billion by 
FY 2011. This funding will allow the AIP pro-
gram to keep pace with inflationary cost in-
creases, and begin to address the investment 
gap in airport safety and capacity needs. 

For Amtrak, the resolution rejects the $525 
million cut proposed by the administration, 
which would essentially shut down our na-
tional passenger rail system, and instead in-
creases funding to meet the costs of Amtrak’s 
new labor agreement, pursuant to Presidential 
Emergency Board 242. 

For environmental infrastructure, the resolu-
tion rejects the administration’s proposed cut 
to the Clean Water State Revolving Fund, 
CWSRF, program, the primary Federal pro-
gram for funding wastewater infrastructure 
projects throughout the Nation. A year ago, 
the President requested $687.5 million in cap-
italization grants for CWSRFs for FY 2008. At 

that time, it was the lowest level requested by 
any administration since the creation of the 
program. For FY 2009, the administration re-
quests a pitiful $555 million, a 20 percent cut 
from last year’s appropriation of $689 million. 
The administration’s proposal puts at risk the 
water quality gains achieved in recent dec-
ades, and the resolution correctly rejects this 
cut. 

Finally, the resolution rejects the administra-
tion’s proposal to cut funding for the Army 
Corps of Engineers by $845 million in FY 
2009, and instead provides increased funding 
to begin to address the growing backlog of 
water resources development projects, includ-
ing those authorized by the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2007. 

The Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure firmly believes that infrastructure in-
vestment is fundamental to stimulating and 
sustaining long-term economic growth. There-
fore, I am pleased that the budget resolution 
includes an Infrastructure Investment Reserve 
Fund, which will accommodate legislation to 
‘‘Rebuild America’’ in FY 2009. 

I look forward to working with Chairman 
SPRATT on continued improvements to our Na-
tion’s infrastructure, and I urge my colleagues 
to support the resolution. 
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HONORING CENTRALIA ORPHANS 
BASKETBALL TEAM 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 6, 2008 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to honor the Centralia Orphans basketball 
team, which on Friday, February 15, 2008, be-
came the first high school boys’ basketball 
program in the State of Illinois—and just the 
second in the nation—to record its 2,000th vic-
tory. 

The visiting Orphans defeated the arch-rival 
Mt. Vernon High School Rams 45–43 to reach 
the milestone. 

Current members of the Orphans include 
Evan Burmester, Adrian Dabney, Ben Kracht, 
Stile Smith, Carlton Westbrook, Keith John-
son, Justin Keef, Devan Wells, Brandon Bu-
chanan, Myron Cunningham, R.J. 
Kwiatkowski, and Mark McConnaughy. Their 
head coach is Lee Bennett, who is assisted by 
Brad Goewey, Ryan Blaha, and Doug Jack. 

Since its beginning in 1906, the Centralia 
boys’ basketball team has featured such 
standout players as future Olympic track star 
Dwight ‘‘Dike’’ Eddleman, future Harlem 
Globetrotter Bobby Joe Mason, and future Los 
Angeles Laker Dickie Garrett. The Orphans 
have won three Illinois State championships, 
all under legendary High School Hall of Fame 
Coach Arthur L. Trout. 

I send congratulations to the players, coach-
es, students, alumni, and fans of Centralia 
High School on a remarkable achievement. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RIC KELLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 6, 2008 

Mr. KELLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
have remained in Orlando, Florida with my 
wife and our new daughter who was born on 
Monday, March 3rd. If I had been present yes-
terday, I would have voted in the following 
manner: Rollcall 91: ‘‘yea’’; Rollcall 92: ‘‘yea’’; 
Rollcall 93: ‘‘yea’’; Rollcall 94: ‘‘nay’’; Rollcall 
95: ‘‘nay’’; Rollcall 96: ‘‘nay’’; Rollcall 97: 
‘‘yea’’; Rollcall 98: ‘‘yea’’; Rollcall 99: ‘‘nay’’; 
Rollcall 100: ‘‘yea’’; Rollcall 101: ‘‘yea’’; Roll-
call 102: ‘‘yea’’. 

f 

HONORING NELLIE RUTH RILEY 
LEWIS 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 6, 2008 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, I rise with a great sense of 
loss as I pay tribute to Nellie Ruth Riley Lewis, 
an educator, prominent Dallas community 
leader, and my friend who left us on March 1, 
2008, at the age of 70. Throughout her life, 
Nellie Lewis was a well-known, respected fig-
ure in Dallas who leaves behind a legacy of 
accomplishments that will be remembered for 
years to come. 

A native of North Carolina, Mrs. Lewis re-
ceived her bachelor’s degree from Howard 
University and her master’s degree in edu-
cation from George Washington University. 
For the first 17 years of her career, she taught 
in the public schools of Washington, DC, 
where she became the supervising director of 
reading for the District. 

Mrs. Lewis moved to Dallas in 1977 with her 
late husband Dr. Lewis, where they were both 
employed with the Dallas Independent School 
District. During her 20 years with DISD, Mrs. 
Lewis’ duties included serving as an instruc-
tional specialist, a curriculum coordinator, and 
an area director. She also served as director 
of learning services, the administrative assist-
ant to four superintendents, and supervisor to 
a group of 10 elementary school principals. 

She continued her lifelong devotion to edu-
cation, even after her retirement from DISD, 
serving on several committees and as the 
president of the Dallas region of the National 
Alliance of Black School Educators. 

In 1997, Mrs. Lewis received the Charles D. 
Moody Founder’s Award, presented by the 
National Alliance of Black School Educators. 

As our Nation experiences great techno-
logical innovation and success in the global 
market, the value of an education takes on 
even greater importance. Mrs. Lewis has ex-
hibited the characteristics we seek in our edu-
cators, school administrators, and community 
activists. 

Mrs. Lewis was married to Napoleon B. 
Lewis, who preceded her in death. In addition 
to her son, Mrs. Lewis is survived by three sis-
ters: Inez Riley McClain of Fayetteville, NC; 
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Carolyn Riley Payne and Deborah Riley, both 
of Seattle, WA; and three grandchildren. 

On this day, Madam Speaker, I join her 
family, her friends, and all of Dallas and the 
Nation, in mourning the loss of a dear and 
special friend. She will be greatly missed. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL CLUB 
CENTENNIAL 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 6, 2008 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today, along with Representatives TODD 
TIAHRT, JEFF MILLER, DORIS MATSUI, JO-ANN 
EMERSON, and JOHN TANNER, to introduce a 
resolution to commemorate the Congressional 
Club on its 100th anniversary. 

The Congressional Club was established in 
1908 ‘‘to promote sociability among its mem-
bers, create a common meeting place, and 
further a personal acquaintance among the 
women of the Congressional circle.’’ In the 
early 20th century, Members of Congress ac-
tually had little time for making friends outside 
of Congress or Government. It largely fell 
upon the wives to forge acquaintances in the 
Nation’s Capital, since many of them led soli-
tary lives while away from their home States. 

In 1914, the club moved into a Beaux Arts- 
style mansion on the corner of New Hamp-
shire Avenue and U Street, Northwest, in 
Washington, DC, where it continues to be the 
meeting place to this day. It has maintained its 
mission of serving as a place for spouses of 
Members of both the House and Senate to de-
velop non-partisan friendships. In addition, its 
membership has been broadened to include 
both female and male spouses as more 
women have been elected to Congress over 
the last century. 

The club also counts among its members 
spouses of Supreme Court Justices and the 
President’s Cabinet, as well as former First 
Ladies. It has been a center for service since 
its founding—providing aid to our Nation’s sol-
diers; supporting local police and fire depart-
ments; and hosting receptions for senior citi-
zens, the disadvantaged, and spouses of Am-
bassadors. It is entirely self-supporting from 
membership dues and the sale of the Con-
gressional club cookbook, which includes rec-
ipes and signatures of Members of Congress, 
First Ladies, Ambassadors, and members of 
the club. 

It is interesting to note that 100 years ago 
this May, it took the charm of a determined 
wife of a Member of Congress to get the Fed-
eral legislation incorporating the club approved 
by the House of Representatives. The House 
Minority Leader, John Sharp Williams of Mis-
sissippi, had opposed the bill and was using 
parliamentary procedures to defeat the bill. 

History has it that when Mrs. Williams, who 
favored the club, heard about her husband’s 
opposition, she invited him to lunch the day 
the measure was on the House floor. After 
lunch, he withdrew his opposition and his re-
quest for a recorded vote, saying that ‘‘it is the 
opinion of the gentleman from Mississippi that 
. . . there will not be a roll call because it 

would cause a great deal of unhappiness in 
Washington.’’ 

As the proud spouse of the current presi-
dent of the Congressional Club, Vivian 
Creighton Bishop, it likely would cause a great 
deal of happiness in my household and the 
households of many other Members if this res-
olution is voted upon in the near future. I am 
pleased to be the sponsor of this resolution 
commemorating the club on reaching this im-
portant milestone and I urge its quick adop-
tion. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 6, 2008 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, on March 
5, 2008, I was unavoidably detained and was 
not able to record my votes for Rollcall No. 
91–102. 

Had I been present I would have voted: 
Rollcall No. 91—‘‘Yes’’—To redesignate 

Dayton Aviation Heritage National Historic 
Park in the State of Ohio as ‘‘Wright Brothers- 
Dunbar National Historical Park’’, and for other 
purposes. 

Rollcall No. 92—‘‘Yes’’—Supporting Tai-
wan’s fourth direct and democratic presidential 
elections in March 2008. 

Rollcall No. 93—‘‘Yes’’—Condemning the 
ongoing Palestinian rocket attacks on Israeli 
civilians, and for other purposes. 

Rollcall No. 94—‘‘Yes’’—Providing for the 
consideration of H.R. 1014, Paul Wellstone 
Mental Health and Addiction Equity Act. 

Rollcall No. 95—‘‘Yes’’—Providing for the 
consideration of H.R. 1014, Paul Wellstone 
Mental Health and Addiction Equity Act. 

Rollcall No. 96—‘‘Yes’’—Providing for the 
consideration of H.R. 1014, Paul Wellstone 
Mental Health and Addiction Equity Act. 

Rollcall No. 97—‘‘Yes’’—Cyndi Taylor Krier 
Post Office Building. 

Rollcall No. 98—‘‘Yes’’—Expressing the 
sense of Congress that Earl Lloyd should be 
recognized and honored for breaking the color 
barrier and becoming the first African-Amer-
ican to play in the National Basketball Asso-
ciation League 58 years ago. 

Rollcall No. 99—‘‘Yes’’—Paul Wellstone 
Mental Health and Addiction Equity Act. 

Rollcall No. 100—‘‘No’’—Paul Wellstone 
Mental Health and Addiction Equity Act. 

Rollcall No. 101—‘‘Yes’’—Paul Wellstone 
Mental Health and Addiction Equity Act. 

Rollcall No. 102—‘‘Yes’’—Sgt. Michael M. 
Kashkoush Post Office Building. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 6, 2008 

Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, on March 
5, I was delayed in making my way to the floor 
of the House for rollcall 99. I missed the vote, 
but had I been present I would have voted 
nay. 

A BILL TO INCREASE THE MAX-
IMUM AGE TO QUALIFY FOR 
COVERAGE AS A CHILD UNDER 
THE HEALTH BENEFITS PRO-
GRAM FOR FEDERAL EMPLOY-
EES 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 6, 2008 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speaker, 
young adults are the fastest-growing age 
group among the uninsured. Almost 400,000 
young adults (younger than 24) who graduate 
from college will be cut off from health insur-
ance under their parents’ plan or from their 
universities. A report by the Commonwealth 
Fund, a private foundation that aims to pro-
mote a high performing health care system in 
the United States, showed that 2 out of 5 col-
lege graduates are uninsured after they leave 
school. 

Nationwide, 30.6 percent of 18- to 24-year 
olds are uninsured, making them the largest 
population without coverage in 2005. The 
numbers reflect an increase from 2004, when 
an estimated 13.7 million people age 19 to 29 
had no coverage. As recently as 2000, just 2.5 
million were without health insurance, accord-
ing to a 2005 survey by the Commonwealth 
Fund. 

Young adults enrolled as dependents in 
Federal Employee Health Benefits Plan 
(FEHBP) and their parents, will not have to 
worry about being uninsured if this legislation 
is enacted. This bill would raise the age young 
adults would qualify for health insurance under 
FEHBP from 22 to 25 years of age. 

The federal government should not be con-
tributing to the number of Americans that are 
uninsured. This bill would ensure that at least 
the dependents of federal employees between 
the age of 22 and 25 get the health care and 
coverage they need. 

f 

HONORING DR. GARLAND FORBES 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 6, 2008 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Dr. Garland Forbes. A grad-
uate of the University of Medicine and Den-
tistry of New Jersey, with an Endodontic Cer-
tificate from the Graduate Dental School of 
Ohio State University, Dr. Forbes has been 
providing quality care and comfort to patients 
in Pasco, Pinellas, and Hernando Counties 
with exemplary endodontic services. 

However, his devotion to his community 
does not rest solely within his trained profes-
sion. He also organizes and executes his an-
nual Plant 1,000 Trees Before You Die ob-
servance. In December of 2005, Dr. Forbes, 
with the help of Big Brothers and Big Sisters 
of America, distributed 1,000 trees to area 
dental office personnel and their staff. 

In 2006, the event doubled with the distribu-
tion of 2,000 as Dr. Forbes partnered with the 
United Way and a local bank. The event 
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