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reached further into the community as the 
public was invited to pick up trees to plant. 

In 2007, Dr. Forbes again decided to in-
crease the number of trees by one hundred 
percent, distributing 4,000 trees. Because of 
Dr. Forbes’s efforts, more than 7,000 trees 
have now been planted in the Florida counties 
of Pasco, Pinellas, Hillsborough, Hernando, 
and Polk. 

Madam Speaker, Dr. Forbes is a terrific ex-
ample of how just one person can make a dif-
ference both locally and environmentally. His 
service to the community, through his 
endodontic services as well as his Plant 1,000 
Trees Before You Die initiative truly serve as 
an inspiration to others. I am delighted today 
to acknowledge such an influential member of 
my community, and I hope that the example 
by which Dr. Forbes leads will serve as an in-
centive for others to contemplate how they too 
can serve their communities. 
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Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise in celebration of one of the most dynamic 
and inspirational pastors my community in 
Pinellas County has known. Reverend Charles 
William Martin retires Sunday after 37 years 
as Pastor of the First Baptist Church of Indian 
Rocks in Largo, Florida. 

This is my hometown church and Charlie 
has been my pastor, but more importantly he 
has been my friend. Charlie was born and 
raised in Arkansas and first felt the call to 
preach as a young man in 1960. He pursued 
this calling by completing work on his Bach-
elors of Arts in Religious Education at Trinity 
College in 1967 and his Doctor of Divinity at 
Trinity in 1986. 

He found his true calling in 1971 when he 
accepted the charge to serve as pastor of the 
First Baptist Church of Indian Rocks, where he 
and his wife Stephanie have invested their 
heart and soul ever since. This is an amazing 
church of 5,300 members and a full-time staff 
of 18 pastors and associate staff. Under Char-
lie’s leadership, First Baptist spreads the word 
of God in all forms, from its stirring music, em-
phasis on the scriptures, and his from the 
heart sermons. They have a wide variety of 
ministries, in all parts of our State, our Nation, 
and the world. 

One of those ministries was the establish-
ment of the Indian Rocks Christian School in 
1984 with an enrollment of 42 students. Today 
more than 1,000 students attend the school 
which has earned a reputation of one of our 
county’s best. 

Perhaps the greatest testimony to Charlie’s 
service to his congregation is the pride his 
church members have in being a part of his 
church community. There isn’t a day that goes 
by that I don’t see someone back home, here 
in our Nation’s Capital, or even around the 
world that comes up to me and says, ‘‘I’m a 
member of Charlie’s church.’’ 

First Baptist will hold an honor and praise 
weekend this Friday through Sunday to cele-
brate the service of Pastor Martin and Steph-
anie. All of us who know Charlie are confident 
that this will not be the beginning of his retire-
ment as he will always remain active in the 
church and his ministries. In fact, he and 
Stephanie are moving up to North Carolina 
where they are starting a church there. 

Madam Speaker, Pastor Charlie Martin is a 
friend to many and has shared God’s word 
and God’s grace with countless thousands of 
people throughout his life. He is a friend of 
Members of this House as he was our guest 
chaplain in April 1999. And he is a special 
friend of this Congressman and of my wife 
Beverly and our family. He has been there for 
us many, many times—in times of celebration 
and in times of grief. Please join me in saying 
thank you to Charlie and Stephanie and in of-
fering our best wishes as they open a new 
chapter in their lives. It is my hope that God 
gives them many joyous years together with 
each other and with their five children and 
nine grandchildren. 

God bless you and keep you, Charlie Mar-
tin. 
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Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Madam Speaker, today I 
am greatly honored to recognize the San An-
tonio Area Chapter of the American Red 
Cross. As you launch your 2008 Heroes for 
the American Red Cross Campaign, I wish to 
commend the many important contributions 
made to our communities by this admirable or-
ganization over the years. 

Every day, they serve over 2.4 million peo-
ple living in the 23 counties across South Cen-
tral Texas with invaluable support for natural 
disaster and preventative services. Since the 
chapter’s founding in 1916, your volunteers 
have been at the forefront when emergencies 
and disasters have impacted our communities. 
Across the nation, the American Red Cross’s 
noble work has come to represent hope and 
relief for people when unpredictable and dif-
ficult problems arise. 

The San Antonio Area Chapter of the Red 
Cross has provided disaster relief services to 
491 families, or more than 1,600 people. As 
many in my community can recall, the Red 
Cross helped over 1,100 people, supplied 
shelter for over 800 persons, and provided 
much needed financial help to many families 
in Eagle Pass who were devastated by the 
2007 tornado. 465 of their volunteers worked 
selflessly in response to this disaster, and I 
am truly grateful for their service. 

In addition to responding to emergencies 
such as these, they help members of the com-
munity prepare themselves for these types of 
disasters. In teaching 21,405 people in our re-
gion how to save lives with first aid and offer-
ing CPR courses, they empower the entire 
area. Moreover, they help our members of the 

armed services and their families by operating 
a 24- hour emergency call center. They also 
serve as a valuable connection to other social 
service agencies as is evident by the 5,300 re-
ferrals made last year which enabled people 
to get more help when they needed it most. 

As one of the largest chapters in the country 
with roughly 1,500 volunteers and 55 paid 
staff members, their dedication and devotion 
to the Red Cross’ humanitarian mission has 
left an indelible mark in South Central Texas. 
I am very proud and deeply honored to rep-
resent this district knowing such people are 
working unselfishly to make our cities and 
towns stronger and safer. I would like to thank 
them for all they have given to the region, and 
I wish them continued success in their mis-
sion. 
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Gundlach 
Bundschu Winery in Sonoma County, Cali-
fornia on the 150th anniversary of its founding. 

In the 150 years since the winery was es-
tablished on March 12, 1858, California’s wine 
industry has become the fourth largest wine 
producing region in the world and Gundlach 
Bundschu has played an integral part in that 
growth. It is the oldest family owned winery in 
the state and the sixth generation of the 
founding family continues to live, farm and pio-
neer the production of fine wines on the same 
vineyard land that was originally purchased by 
their great-grandfather’s grandfather. 

Each generation has weathered unique 
challenges that defined them and the Cali-
fornia wine industry and has met those chal-
lenges with ingenuity and resolve. Company 
offices and wine vaults were destroyed in the 
1906 San Francisco earthquake, severely cur-
tailing what had been a thriving business. The 
family was able to continue with limited pro-
duction until the passage of prohibition in 
1919, which forced the winery to close. After 
the repeal of prohibition, Gundlach Bundschu 
wine grapes were once again in demand, but 
the family winery wasn’t restored until 1973. 
Today, the modern winery is dedicated to sus-
tainable farming at its best. 

The family has always been an integral part 
of the community and a leader in civic affairs. 
They were instrumental in initiating the first 
Vintage Festival in Sonoma, a celebration of 
the annual grape harvest that has been held 
continuously for 110 years. Now, in celebra-
tion of its Sesquicentennial, Gundlach 
Bundschu has commissioned a theatrical pres-
entation that will tour nine cities throughout the 
United States in the spring and fall of 2008. 

Madam Speaker, it is appropriate at this 
time that we acknowledge Gundlach 
Bundschu on the 150th anniversary of its 
founding. As California’s oldest family owned 
winery, Gundlach Bundschu is truly a testa-
ment to the enduring quality and character of 
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