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CONGRATULATING THE INDIANA 

GIRLS BASKETBALL STATE RUN-
NERS-UP OF WASHINGTON HIGH 
SCHOOL IN SOUTH BEND, INDI-
ANA 

HON. JOE DONNELLY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 6, 2008 

Mr. DONNELLY. Madam Speaker, today I 
congratulate the South Bend Washington High 
School Lady Panthers, the 2008 State Run-
ners-Up in the 4A girls basketball division. 

In their quest towards this title, the Lady 
Panthers compiled a 23-2 record on the road 
to their third consecutive trip to Conseco Field-
house in Indianapolis. Unfortunately the team 
faced a disappointing loss there, but they can 
still be proud of their reign as South Bend’s 
premier girls basketball team. 

The South Bend Washington team con-
sisted of 12 outstanding young women: Sen-
iors Emily Phillips, Vanessa Wiley, Meagan 
Phillips and Shalana Murray; Juniors Skylar 
Diggins, Karis Phillips, Alandrea Pfeifer-Nailon, 
Takoia Larry and Rakeesha Lane; Sophomore 
Avante Newsome-Gunn; Freshmen Terran 
Scott and Alexis Macon. 

Head Coach Marilyn Coddens was assisted 
by Don Coddens. Officials such as Mayor 
Steve Luecke, School Superintendent Robert 
Zimmerman, Washington Principal George 
McCullough Jr., and Athletic Director Patrick 
Mackowiak lent support and encouragement 
throughout the season. 

The city of South Bend and the surrounding 
area rallied behind the Lady Panthers. In what 
has become a winter tradition on the West 
Side of South Bend, thousands of fans gath-
ered to send off the team and to travel south 
for the big game where they made the event 
at the Fieldhouse feel like a home game. 

Again, I offer my congratulations to the 
members of the girls basketball team of South 
Bend Washington High School on their Semi- 
State title and their fearless, spirited play at 
the Championship game. 
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HONORING MAXINE HALPERN 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 6, 2008 

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, Maxine 
Halpern has involved herself deeply in Jewish 
affairs internationally, nationally, and locally. 
She is a born and bred Bronxite who grad-
uated from City University of New York. 

Maxine is the daughter of two World War II 
veterans, the U.S. Army and the Royal Air 
Force. Traveling to England to visit family 
began at an early age and touring foreign 
lands became a lifelong interest, having trav-
eled to over 40 countries on 5 continents as 
well as throughout much of the United States. 

She is a supporter of over 50 philanthropies 
both secular and religious. Maxine has been 
awarded the Nahum Goldman Leadership 
Award, and is a member of the Simon 
Wiesenthal Center’s international Leadership 

Council, among other equally prestigious orga-
nizations. 

She is also active in local Jewish communal 
life as a member of the board of trustees, as 
vice president, and as president of the River-
dale Temple. She was appointed founding 
president of the Congregation Shaarei Sha-
lom. For all of her outstanding contributions to 
community life, the Riverdale Jewish Commu-
nity Council presents her with the Michael 
Schreck Community Builder Award. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MICHAEL K. (MICK-
EY) ENGLETT FOR EXCELLENCE 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 6, 2008 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, on 
behalf of the U.S. Congress, it is an honor for 
me to rise today in recognition of Michael K. 
Englett and his induction into the Florida Com-
munity College Activities Association Women’s 
Basketball Hall of Fame. 

For the past 18 years, Okaloosa County and 
the surrounding community have benefited 
significantly from the service of Mr. Michael 
Englett, dean of student services and director 
of athletics for Okaloosa-Walton College. Mr. 
Englett’s vision of a comprehensive athletic 
program transformed Okaloosa-Walton Col-
lege and propelled the school beyond the 
standard of excellence. Under Mr. Englett’s di-
rection, sports complexes were constructed, a 
strength center was erected, the gymnasium 
was renovated, and intercollegiate athletics 
were reinstated, after nearly 12 years of their 
absence. 

In addition to his outstanding modifications 
to student life, Mr. Englett developed the Raid-
er Club to supplement institutional scholarship 
assistance. In just 13 years, the Raider Club 
has raised over $1 million in fundraising and 
has substantially increased scholarship aid. 

During his tenure at Okaloosa-Walton, Mr. 
Englett expanded college athletics to encom-
pass much more than sports. He devised a 
plan for gender equity, increased graduation 
rates, and because of his efforts, saw his 
team win 14 Panhandle Conference Cham-
pionships. His fusion of athletics into college 
life elevated the school from academic excel-
lence to overall distinction. 

Northwest Florida is greatly indebted to Mr. 
Englett’s foresight and ingenuity. His immense 
dedication to the community has led to an in-
creased enrollment at Okaloosa-Walton Col-
lege and a greater academic environment. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the U.S. Con-
gress, I am proud to recognize Michael K. 
Englett on his outstanding achievements and 
exemplary service in Okaloosa County and 
northwest Florida. 

TRIBUTE TO LANCE CORPORAL 
GENTIAN MARKU 

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 6, 2008 

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Madam Speaker, I 
want to pay tribute to a hero, LCpl Gentian 
Marku of Warren, Michigan. Today, I ask that 
the House of Representatives honor and re-
member this exceptional young man who died 
serving his country. 

Gentian Marko immigrated with his family to 
the United States in 1997, at the height of civil 
unrest in Albania. Once arriving in the United 
States, Gentian left behind his troubled child-
hood, and became the intelligent, diligent, and 
responsible young man that we know. After 
graduating from Warren Woods Tower High 
School in 2001, Gentian had hoped to become 
a police officer. At the recommendation of his 
father, a former first captain in the Albanian 
military police, Gentian joined the Marine 
Corps to help his chances at acceptance to 
the police academy. 

After enlisting in the Marines in August 
2002, Gentian was assigned to the First Bat-
talion, Marine Expeditionary Force. In 2003, 
Gentian returned to Albania during a 2-week 
exercise with the Marines and served as a 
translator during meetings with the Albanian 
military and civilian leaders. Gentian had said 
it was one of his proudest moments being 
able to do something for both of his countries. 

On November 25, 2004, Lance Corporal 
Marku was killed in action in Fallujah, Iraq, in 
the Anbar province. At the time, the Marines 
had awarded him medals for good conduct, 
humanitarian service, combat action and other 
activities. 

My thoughts, prayers, and deepest gratitude 
for their sacrifice go to Gentian’s family. There 
are no words that can relieve their pain and I 
can only offer to convey my deep respect and 
highest appreciation. 

Madam Speaker, Lance Corporal Marku 
gave the ultimate sacrifice not only for the 
freedom and security of his family and our 
country, but for the people of Iraq. I wish to re-
member his bravery, conviction, and selfless-
ness as he is honored today. 

f 

CONGRATULATING WILLIAM P. 
BURKE, THE RECIPIENT OF THE 
GREATER PITTSTON FRIENDLY 
SONS OF ST. PATRICK 2008 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 6, 2008 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to ask you and my esteemed colleagues 
in the House of Representatives to pay tribute 
to William P. Burke, of West Pittston, Pennsyl-
vania, who is the 2008 recipient of the Greater 
Pittston Friendly Sons of St. Patrick Achieve-
ment Award. 

He graduated in 1956 from St. John’s High 
School in Pittston and later from the Wilkes- 
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