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programs tackle a variety of issues in-
cluding bolstering academic perform-
ance, preventing childhood obesity, and 
exposing children to the arts and 
music. Through time, the NAA has al-
ways maintained its commitment to 
supporting quality programs with well- 
trained staff dedicated to helping chil-
dren grow to the best of their abilities. 
Because of the NAA, parents can more 
successfully balance their work and 
home life and millions of American 
children have safe places to grow and 
develop when the school day ends. 

I am proud to join with those in at-
tendance at this milestone NAA con-
ference celebrating the journey of the 
past 20 years. I congratulate the mem-
bers of the afterschool community on 
this special anniversary and thank 
them for their hard work creating safe 
and engaging environments for our 
children. 

f 

COSPONSORS OF S. 2716 

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the Senator from 
Alabama, Mr. SESSIONS, the Senator 
from Texas, Mr. CORNYN, the Senator 
from Louisiana, Mr. VITTER, and the 
Senator from South Carolina, Mr. 
DEMINT, be added as cosponsors to my 
bill to authorize the National Guard to 
provide support for the border control 
activities of the United States Customs 
and Border Protection of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, and for 
other purposes, S. 2716. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NATIONAL SLEEP AWARENESS 
WEEK 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize March 8, 2008, as Sud-
denly Sleepy Saturday—A Day of Nar-
colepsy Awareness, part of National 
Sleep Awareness Week. Sleep is an in-
tegral part of health and overall well- 
being, and its importance cannot be 
stressed enough. Sleep disorders 
present a chronic health threat that 
can compromise normal physical, men-
tal, and emotional functioning. There 
are an estimated 135,000 Americans suf-
fering from narcolepsy, and half of that 
total remains undiagnosed. 

Narcolepsy is a chronic disorder, 
which causes excessive daytime sleepi-
ness, irresistible sleep attacks, and 
cataplexy—a loss of muscle tone, 
hypnagogic hallucinations, sleep paral-
ysis, and disrupted nighttime sleep in 
women, men, and children of all ethnic 
backgrounds. Symptoms often begin in 
the teen years and increase over time. 
Undiagnosed narcolepsy can impair 
educational goals, relationships, career 
success, and even one’s independence. 

Suddenly Sleepy Saturday is an ef-
fort to lead the estimated 65,000 Ameri-
cans who are living with undiagnosed 
narcolepsy to a proper diagnosis and 

treatment. This day of awareness will 
allow for expanding knowledge of life 
with narcolepsy and will allow partici-
pating communities to better support 
people who struggle with the chal-
lenges of this chronic neurological dis-
order. I am pleased that many South 
Dakotans, including those in Aberdeen, 
SD, will be commemorating Suddenly 
Sleepy Saturday and raising awareness 
of narcolepsy. 

I urge all citizens to support the 
search for the cause, cure, and preven-
tion of narcolepsy and assist those in-
dividuals and families who deal with 
this devastating disorder on a daily 
basis. 

f 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, on March 
8 we will commemorate International 
Women’s Day, which, since 1911, has 
given us an opportunity to pause and 
assess the status of women worldwide. 
Since that time, we have seen great 
achievements by women in many parts 
of the world. The last century began 
with women in the United States fight-
ing for the right to vote, while today 
we see the first real chance that a 
woman will be elected President. 

While substantial progress has been 
made here and in other countries, mil-
lions of women around the world con-
tinue to live in poverty and fear. 
Women are denied decent health care, 
denied economic opportunities, denied 
education, and denied security for 
themselves and their children. Women 
face epidemic levels of violence. One in 
three women worldwide will experience 
gender-based violence in her lifetime. 
In some countries, that is true for 70 
percent of women. No country is im-
mune. From the trafficking of women 
in Eastern Europe, to ‘‘honor’’ killings 
in the Middle East, to the use of rape 
as a weapon of war in Darfur and the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, vio-
lence against women and girls crosses 
all borders and affects women in all so-
cial groups, religions and socio-
economic classes. 

A recently released survey of 1,500 
women in Iraq by Women for Women 
International indicates that women 
there are suffering high levels of vio-
lence. The survey found that 63.9 per-
cent of those surveyed believe that vio-
lence against women is increasing for 
reasons including lack of respect for 
women’s rights and a worsening econ-
omy. The report quotes a police chief 
in the southern city of Basra who says 
that ‘‘[r]eligious vigilantes have killed 
at least 40 women this year . . . be-
cause of how they dressed, their muti-
lated bodies found with notes warning 
against ‘violating Islamic teachings.’ ’’ 

Violence has a profound impact on 
the health and development of coun-
tries worldwide. Violence against 
women and girls violates their basic 
human rights. It impedes women’s full 

and active participation in their com-
munities and societies. And it limits 
our effort to foster development around 
the world. Violence prevents girls from 
going to school, stops women from 
holding jobs, and limits access to crit-
ical health care for women and their 
children. We can’t eradicate poverty 
and disease unless we prevent and re-
spond to the violence women face in 
their own homes and communities. And 
we can’t empower women to become 
active in civic life and promote peace, 
prosperity and democracy unless they 
personally are free from fear of vio-
lence. It is no surprise, then, that at 
this year’s World Economic Forum, 
Secretary Rice stated that if she could 
focus on one thing in developing coun-
tries, it would be the empowerment of 
women. 

Violence against women is a global 
health crisis, not just because so many 
women and girls are injured and die 
but also because the violence interferes 
with efforts to save the lives of preg-
nant women and babies. Rape increases 
vulnerability to HIV–AIDS trans-
mission. In sub-Saharan Africa alone, 
women account for close to three-quar-
ters of those living with HIV–AIDS be-
tween the ages 18 and 24. 

The picture is grim and can be dis-
couraging. But the good news is that 
local organizations are working in 
communities around the world with 
courage, sensitivity, and success to 
help women overcome violence at 
home, in school, and at work. Govern-
ments are bringing together all sectors 
of their country to try to prevent and 
end abuse. But they need our help. 

We have made tremendous progress 
in reducing violence against women 
here in the United States since we 
passed the Violence Against Women 
Act, VAWA, in 1994. It is time to throw 
our weight and leadership behind ef-
forts to help women and their families 
worldwide lead safer, healthier lives. 
Stopping gender-based violence isn’t 
just the moral thing to do; it is also 
smart diplomacy since violence con-
tributes to the poverty, inequality, and 
instability that threaten our security. 

Last fall, Senator LUGAR and I intro-
duced S. 2279, the International Vio-
lence Against Women Act. This 
groundbreaking, bipartisan legislation 
would ensure that our foreign assist-
ance programs include efforts to end 
gender-based violence. 

We would accomplish this goal in 
three ways: 

First, we propose to reorganize and 
rejuvenate the gender-related efforts of 
the State Department by creating one 
central office—the Office for Women’s 
Global Initiatives, directed by a Sen-
ate-confirmed Ambassador who reports 
directly to the Secretary of State. The 
coordinator will monitor and coordi-
nate all U.S. resources, programs, and 
aid abroad that deal with women’s 
issues, including gender-based violence. 
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This centralization will ensure the 
most efficient use of taxpayer funds. 

Second, we mandate a 5-year, com-
prehensive strategy to combat violence 
against women in 10 to 20 targeted 
countries. We would allocate $175 mil-
lion a year to support programs dealing 
with violence against women in five 
areas: the criminal and civil justice 
system, health care, access to edu-
cation and school safety, women’s eco-
nomic empowerment, and public 
awareness campaigns that change so-
cial norms. 

Third, we know through terrible ex-
perience that women and girls are espe-
cially vulnerable to violence in human-
itarian crises and in conflict and 
postconflict situations. Reports of ref-
ugee women being raped while col-
lecting firewood, soldiers sexually 
abusing girls through bribery with 
token food items, or women subjected 
to torture as a tool of war are horrific. 
The act requires training for workers 
and peacekeeping forces and estab-
lishes reporting mechanisms and other 
emergency measures. 

The issue of violence against women 
and girls is complex, and our legisla-
tion is ambitious. We are mindful that 
no country has a perfect record or all 
the answers. Yet Congress has a long 
and proud history of tackling complex 
international problems, most recently 
the epidemic of HIV–AIDS and the 
crime of human trafficking. 

Former United Nations Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan said ‘‘Violence 
against women is perhaps the most 
shameful human rights violation. And 
it is perhaps the most pervasive. It 
knows no boundaries of geography, cul-
ture or wealth. As long as it continues, 
we cannot claim to be making real 
progress towards equity, development 
and peace.’’ We could not agree more. 
Our International Violence Against 
Women Act brings together, for the 
first time, coordinated American re-
sources and leadership to this global 
issue. 

We believe the time is now for the 
United States to get actively engaged 
in the fight for women’s lives and girls’ 
futures. There is no better way to com-
memorate International Women’s Day. 

f 

CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY 
COMMISSION REFORM ACT 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I 
want to take this opportunity to ex-
press my complete support for H.R. 
4040, the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission Reform Act, which passed 
the Senate yesterday with an over-
whelming bipartisan majority. Regret-
tably, I was unable to vote on final pas-
sage of H.R. 4040, as I had a previous 
commitment that prevented me from 
being there. However, I believe so 
strongly in the Government’s responsi-
bility to maintain the highest level of 
product safety that I wanted the CON-

GRESSIONAL RECORD to reflect how 
pleased I am that the Senate passed 
H.R. 4040, after substituting the text of 
S. 2663 as amended, and to extend my 
congratulations to the bill’s principal 
sponsors, Senator MARK PRYOR and 
Senator TED STEVENS. 

Throughout the past few years, our 
Nation has experienced an unfortu-
nately large number of recalls on prod-
ucts that have been imported into our 
country. Of particular concern to me, 
and to many of my colleagues, as well 
as to parents and all citizens across the 
country are the millions of children’s 
toys that were recalled due to dan-
gerous levels of lead and other toxins 
or dangerously defective product de-
sign or manufacture. These recalls left 
many parents wondering whether any 
of the toys they purchased for their 
children were safe. It was time for the 
Senate to work together to protect 
America’s consumers and children, and 
with the passage of H.R. 4040, we have 
done that and, I believe, done it well. 

Much blame has been placed on the 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission, CPSC, for failing to ade-
quately protect consumers from dan-
gerous products entering the United 
States. Whether this was being too lax 
with regard to negligible product safe-
ty standards for toys and other items 
produced abroad, or ineffective and 
often toothless oversight of the manu-
facturing and design process wherever 
the toys were made, there is more than 
enough blame to spread around. While 
I certainly recognize the important 
contributions of the dedicated career 
employees at the CPSC, it is clear that 
the CPSC lacks the adequate resources, 
and political will, to combat this grow-
ing problem. 

With the passage of H.R. 4040, the 
Senate has taken a very good step to-
ward addressing many of the problems 
we have seen in recent years by in-
creasing funding for the CPSC, increas-
ing penalties for manufacturers that 
violate consumer protection laws, re-
ducing the levels of lead in children’s 
products, requiring labeling so that 
parents can know when their children’s 
toys have been recalled, and allowing 
State attorneys general to help enforce 
Federal consumer protection laws for 
the benefit of citizens throughout West 
Virginia and across the Nation. 

Mr. President, again I would like to 
express my support for H.R. 4040, as 
amended by the remark on March 6, 
2008, and thank my colleagues for all of 
their hard work to pass legislation that 
will better protect consumers and chil-
dren from dangerous products. 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, yester-
day, the Senate passed S. 2663, the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission Re-
form Act, by an overwhelming margin 
of 79 to 13. This significant legislation 
has the potential to benefit every con-
sumer and, most notably, protect 
America’s children. 

Imagine the heartbroken look on a 
child’s face when a favorite toy is con-
fiscated because it’s unsafe. 

Then try to imagine the much great-
er pain felt by a parent whose child has 
been poisoned or injured or even killed 
by an unsafe toy. 

So far this year, the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission, CPSC, has 
issued no fewer than six toy recalls 
just due to lead paint safety violations. 
These recalls affect over 75,000 toys. 
There were 473 recalls last year. In 
fact, as a few of my distinguished col-
leagues have noted, one of the ‘‘must- 
have’’ toys last year, AquaDots, was re-
called just prior to the holidays—and 
for good reason. The Dots contained a 
potentially coma-inducing toxic coat-
ing. 

American consumers have the right 
to expect that the products they buy 
are safe. The CPSC should be able to 
provide that assurance. Unfortunately, 
in recent years, we have seen numerous 
examples when the CPSC has not been 
up to the job. 

The CPSC has suffered from the 
antiregulatory zeal that has been pop-
ular in recent years. Products under 
the Commission’s jurisdiction cause 
more than 28,000 deaths and 33.6 mil-
lion injuries each year, but funding for 
CPSC has been slashed and the staff is 
half the size it was 30 years ago. 

The bill the Senate has passed will 
strengthen the CPSC by giving it the 
staff, enforcement powers, and other 
resources it needs to monitor a rapidly 
changing and ever-expanding global 
marketplace. S. 2663 will give Amer-
ican consumers—89 percent of whom 
are aware of the recent recalls—greater 
peace of mind. 

S. 2663 provides critical budget and 
staffing resources necessary to provide 
for increased safety monitoring. The 
bill bans lead from children’s products 
and subjects all toys to comprehensive 
hazard testing. And it mandates inde-
pendent testing of many children’s 
products. But all the increased testing 
and regulations in the world are only 
as good as the ability to back them up 
with meaningful penalties for viola-
tors. So S. 2663 increases the per-viola-
tion civil penalties cap to help deter 
violations. 

I am grateful to the bill managers for 
including my amendment—No. 4103—to 
address the issue of training standards 
for safety inspectors. S. 2663 nearly 
doubles current funding levels over the 
next 7 years—which I think is a good 
idea. And it increases the CPSC staff to 
at least 500 by 2013—which I also think 
is a good idea. But if there is going to 
be a rapid expansion of the staff, I 
think it would be useful for the CPSC 
to develop training standards for prod-
uct safety inspectors and technical 
staff and to consult with a broad range 
of consumer product safety organiza-
tions in developing those standards. 
My amendment merely directs the 
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