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CPSC to develop such standards— 
again, in consultation with groups that 
have expertise in such matters—within 
180 days of enactment and to submit a 
report to Congress on the standards. 

I am also grateful the bill managers 
included an amendment, No. 4113, Sen-
ator OBAMA and I introduced to clarify, 
expand, and standardize the informa-
tion contained in recall notices. 

We have passed a bill that will help 
keep dangerous products off store 
shelves, out of our homes, and out of 
the hands of our children and grand-
children. We have passed a bill that 
will help restore consumer confidence 
in product safety. I am proud the Sen-
ate has passed this legislation, and I 
congratulate the bill managers—Sen-
ators PRYOR, STEVENS, INOUYE and COL-
LINS—for crafting it and bringing it to 
the floor with such broad, bipartisan 
support. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I wish to 
speak on the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission Reform Bill, which the 
Senate passed earlier today. I was 
pleased to cast my vote in support of 
this important bipartisan bill, and I 
thank Senators PRYOR and STEVENS for 
their hard work in bringing this meas-
ure to the floor. 

The Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission, or CPSC, is one of our Na-
tion’s most important Federal agen-
cies. The Commission’s principal re-
sponsibility entails protecting Ameri-
cans from risks associated with prod-
ucts sold in the United States. Each 
year, it develops and enforces safety 
standards for thousands of goods. 
These goods range from toys to house- 
wares. 

We live in an age of increasing global 
trade. Consequently, the activities of 
the CPSC here become more impor-
tant, as Americans purchase and con-
sume a greater number of products 
manufactured in foreign nations. In 
order to meet these expanded respon-
sibilities, the CPSC requires enhanced 
resources and authorities. I am pleased 
that the bill passed today provides 
these enhanced resources and authori-
ties. 

The Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission reform bill includes new safety 
standards for a variety of products, in-
cluding cigarette lighters, furniture, 
swimming pools, equestrian helmets, 
portable gasoline containers, strollers, 
and cribs. It strengthens the certifi-
cation of safety-standard compliance, 
establishes more stringent standards 
on lead in paint, reforms third-party 
testing for product safety and compli-
ance, and increases civil and/or crimi-
nal penalties for noncompliance. The 
bill also increases CPSC personnel in 
major ports-of-entry, prohibits CPSC 
personnel from taking industry-spon-
sored travel, prohibits the sale of prod-
ucts that are the subject of a recall, ex-
pands jurisdiction of the CPSC to cover 
amusement park rides at a fixed site, 

and fosters greater coordination among 
the various agencies involved in con-
sumer safety issues. 

Further, the legislation doubles the 
current CPSC authorization level for 
fiscal year 2009 to $88,500,000, and in-
creases the level to $155,900,000 by fiscal 
year 2015. This bill also authorizes $40 
million for fiscal year 2009 for the im-
provement of the Commission’s re-
search, development, and testing facili-
ties, and also provides $1 million for 
fiscal year 2009 for research into safety 
issues related to the use of nanotech-
nology in consumer products. 

I am particularly pleased that the 
bill contains two provisions that I 
worked to advance regarding new CPSC 
safety standards for swimming pool 
drains and equestrian helmets. These 
standards are vital towards protecting 
children against accidental drowning 
and horse-related injuries respectively. 
I was pleased to work with my col-
leagues on the Commerce Committee 
in drafting these standards and incor-
porating them into the bill. 

In closing, I believe the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission reform bill 
will allow the CPSC to fulfill its re-
sponsibility of protecting Americans 
more effectively, and I look forward to 
working with my colleagues on future 
such legislation. 

f 

REMEMBERING EVE CARSON 

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, I wish to 
honor the life of Miss Eve Carson, stu-
dent body president at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Miss 
Carson’s life was tragically cut short 
on Wednesday morning. 

I send my deepest condolences to 
Eve’s family, the Chapel Hill commu-
nity, and all those who came to know 
of her service and compassion for oth-
ers. 

Eve Marie Carson was born to Bob 
Carson and Teresa Bethke in Athens, 
Georgia, on November 19, 1985. She at-
tended Clarke Central High School, 
where she served as student body presi-
dent. 

Eve enrolled at UNC in the fall of 
2004 as a recipient of the prestigious 
Morehead Scholarship. Miss Carson left 
an indelible mark on the university 
and its community during her 31⁄2 years 
in college. 

Eve excelled as a student at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina. She was a 
political science and biology major and 
hoped to attend medical school next 
year. Miss Carson was a member of the 
Phi Beta Kappa honor society and 
served as a North Carolina Fellow. 

Eve was dedicated to helping those 
around her. She taught science at 
Frank Porter Graham Elementary 
School in Chapel Hill and tutored kids 
at Githens Middle School in Durham. 

She served as cochair of Nourish 
International, a hunger-relief group, 
and an assistant coach in the Girls on 

the Run of the Triangle, a character- 
building program. 

She studied abroad in Cuba and spent 
her summers helping others in Ecua-
dor, Egypt, and Ghana. Her compassion 
and hard work seemed to know no 
bounds. 

Mr. President, Eve Carson was a spe-
cial woman who will be missed. Her 
passing leaves a void in a community 
who knew her as an intelligent, hard- 
working, compassionate leader who 
loved helping others. 

Again, I extend my heartfelt sym-
pathy to Eve’s family, friends, and all 
those who benefitted from her compas-
sion and service. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO HOOSIER ESSAY 
CONTEST WINNERS 

∑ Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, today I 
share with my colleagues the winners 
of the 2007–2008 Dick Lugar/Indiana 
Farm Bureau/Farm Bureau Insurance 
Companies Youth Essay Contest. 

In 1985, I joined with the Indiana 
Farm Bureau to sponsor an essay con-
test for 8th grade students in my home 
State. The purpose of this contest is to 
encourage young Hoosiers to recognize 
and appreciate the importance of Indi-
ana agriculture in their lives and sub-
sequently craft an essay responding to 
the assigned theme. I, along with my 
friends at the Indiana Farm Bureau 
and Farm Bureau Insurance Compa-
nies, am pleased with the annual re-
sponse to this contest and the quality 
of the essays received over the years. 

I congratulate Jansen Hight, of Owen 
County, and Leah Lahue, of Crawford 
County, as winners of this year’s con-
test, and I ask that the complete text 
of their respective essays be printed in 
the RECORD. Likewise, I would like to 
have printed in the RECORD the names 
of all of the district and county win-
ners of the 2007–2008 Dick Lugar/Indi-
ana Farm Bureau/Farm Bureau Insur-
ance Companies Youth Essay Contest. 

The material follows. 
ENERGY AWARE—ENERGY INDEPENDENT 

(By Jansen Hight) 
Today our world runs mainly on fossil 

fuels. Therefore, what are we going to do 
when all the fossil fuels are gone? This limit 
of non-renewable fuel resources is why we 
should start considering the use of alter-
native energy sources. Some of the best- 
known alternative fuels include biodiesel, 
butanol, ethanol, chemically-stored elec-
tricity, methane, biomass, hydrogen, natural 
gas, vegetable oil, and peanut oil (just to 
name a few). 

A wide variety of alternative energy 
sources are being developed to aid our rural 
economies and our nation’s security. With 
nearly 60 percent of our oil resources coming 
from other countries, it is important that we 
develop our own dependable sources of en-
ergy. Due to the lack of resources to produce 
substantial amounts of energy from other 
sources such as solar and wind power, 
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biofuels are the best resource for Indiana to 
pursue energy independence. 

With Indiana being a strong agricultural 
state, Indiana has the ability to be a leader 
in the production and use of domestic renew-
able fuels including biodiesel, ethanol, and 
fuels made from cellulosic biomass. Regard-
less of the type of alternative fuels being 
produced by Indiana farmers, one common 
advantage these fuels have is they improve 
our energy resources since they all can be 
made from sources other than imported pe-
troleum. By using home-grown sources for 
fuel, this would also increase the local de-
mand for Indiana soybeans and corn, leading 
to a better profit for the farmer. This profit 
can then be circulated back into the local 
community. 

Indiana does have the agricultural re-
sources to be a leader in developing a strong 
biofuels industry. With the cooperative ef-
forts of biofuel users, petroleum companies, 
and the government, our Indiana farmers can 
lead the way for a sustainable energy future 
that supports rural economies and aids our 
nation’s security. 

UNTITLED 
(By Leah Lahue) 

Alternative energy sources include: solar, 
water, wind, geo-thermal, and bio-fuels. Al-
ternative energy use reduces the dependence 
on foreign oil, reduces harmful emissions, 
and uses renewable resources. Protecting our 
environment and slowing the use of non-re-
newable petroleum reserves are good choices 
for everyone. 

Bio-fuels are produced directly from plants 
or indirectly from organic industrial, com-
mercial, domestic, or agricultural wastes. 
Three ways to make bio-fuels are burning 
dry organic waste, using fast growing trees, 
and fermenting wet materials. Partly di-
gested cellulose and carbohydrates—animal 
manure can be burnt in dry form or proc-
essed into biogas. Bio-fuel comes from corn, 
sugarcane, wheat, rice, sorghum, sunflowers, 
potatoes, and sugar beets. One bushel of corn 
produces 2.8 gallons of ethanol. Bio-fuel, a 
renewable resource, reduces dependence on 
foreign oil and carbon dioxide emissions. 
With 20 parts bio-diesel and 80 parts petro-
leum, bio-diesel is environmentally safer. 
Critics are concerned that the major use of 
grain as bio-fuels may increase food prices. 
Unused croplands and continually improving 
farm methods can meet increased demands 
without food price increases. Food prices are 
driven up more by increased gas prices than 
prices paid to farmers. 

Solar energy, waterpower and wind energy 
are clean, nature-provided alternative en-
ergy sources, especially for electricity. Solar 
energy, collected by solar panels, which may 
be placed on cars and buildings and in open 
spaces, can be used for heat and to power 
batteries and other equipment. Falling water 
and wind turn turbines and electrical equip-
ment. The energy from the turbines can be 
stored and used as electricity and as a heat 
source. Alternative energy sources, espe-
cially bio-fuels, are good choices. Farmers 
can raise the crops used to produce bio-fuels 
in mass quantities. Renewable alternative 
energy sources are generally cleaner, reduce 
emissions, and reduce our dependence on for-
eign oil, keeping our financial resources in 
America. 

2007–2008 DISTRICT ESSAY WINNERS 

DISTRICT 1 

Schuyler Awald, Walkerton; Stefanie 
McGovern, Winamac. 

DISTRICT 2 
Joshua Garcia, Auburn; Jordan Hartleroad, 

Butler. 
DISTRICT 3 

Ayren Cobb, Otterbein; Chad Griffin, Cut-
ler. 

DISTRICT 4 
Tyler Barnes, Kokomo; Mariah Hornaday, 

Portland. 
DISTRICT 5 

Ross Smith, Pittsboro; Abby Garner, Cov-
ington. 

DISTRICT 6 
Cody Short, Centerville; Rebekah Bales, 

Lewisville. 
DISTRICT 7 

Sarah Anne Foley, Unionville; Jansen 
Hight, Spencer. 

DISTRICT 8 
Karina Collins, Columbus; Bret Rosen-

berger, Brookville. 
DISTRICT 9 

Leah Lahue, Leavenworth; Jacob New-
master, Elberfeld. 

DISTRICT 10 
Denise Maxie, Austin; Luke Aaron 

Woolbright, Scottsburg. 
2006–2007 COUNTY ESSAY WINNERS 

BARTHOLOMEW 
Karina Collins, Central Middle School. 

BENTON 
Kybren Foster and Ayren Cobb, Benton 

Central Junior High School. 
CARROLL 

Chad Griffin, Carroll Jr./Sr. High School. 
CASS 

Dalton Christensen and Brittany Wagoner, 
Columbia Middle School. 

CLARK 
Sarah Trotter, Charlestown Middle School. 

CLAY 
Kole Smith, Clay City Junior High School. 

CRAWFORD 
Leah Lahue, Crawford County Jr. Sr. High 

School. 
DEARBORN 

Shane Bedford and Jessica Tillman, St. 
John Lutheran School. 

DECATUR 
Jasmine Duvall, North Decatur Jr. High 

School. 
DEKALB 

Joshua Garcia, DeKalb Middle School; and 
Jordon Hartleroad, Eastside Jr. High School. 

ELKHART 
Kirstin Guerrero, Heritage Middle School. 

FLOYD 
William Happel, Our Lady of Perpetual 

Help School. 
FRANKLIN 

Bret Rosenberger and Emily Ash, St. Mi-
chael School. 

GREENE 
Jesse Houchin and Jannae Jackson, 

Linton-Stockton Jr. High School. 
HAMILTON 

Joshua Foster and Katie Cheesman, Car-
mel Middle School. 

HENDRICKS 
Ross Smith, Smith Academy. 

HENRY 
Cole Williams and Rebekah Bales, Tri Jr. 

High School. 

HOWARD 
Tyler Barnes and Leah Naegeli, North-

western Middle School. 
JACKSON 

Kyle Wischmeier, Lutheran Central Middle 
School; and Denise Maxie, Crothersville Jr. 
High School. 

JASPER 
Garrett Smith and Leslie Smith, 

Rensselaer Middle School. 
JAY 

Aaron Loy and Mariah Hornaday, East Jay 
Middle School. 

LAKE 
Hunter Balczo, Our Lady of Grace; and 

Taylor Hillegonds, Crown Point Christian 
School. 

MARION 
Andrew Klein and Lindsay Rader, Immacu-

late Heart of Mary School. 
MIAMI 

Cole Shafer and Jylian Vigar, Maconaquah 
Middle School. 

MONROE 
Matthew Teach, Tri-North Middle School; 

and Sarah Anne Foley, home school. 
OWEN 

Jansen Hight and Sarah Law, Owen Valley 
Middle School. 

PORTER 
Maggie Mantel, Crown Point Christian 

School. 
POSEY 

Austin Bender and Jordan Wassmer, North 
Posey Jr. High School. 

PULASKI 
Stefanie McGovern, Eastern Pulaski Mid-

dle School. 
RANDOLPH 

Carlas Bogue and Kailey Gough, Driver 
Middle School. 

ST. JOSEPH 
Dylan Gainey and Emily Dillon, St. Mat-

thew Cathedral School. 
SCOTT 

Luke Woolbright, Scottsburg Middle 
School. 

STARKE 
Schuyler Awald and Emily Pucel, Oregon- 

Davis Jr. High School. 
VANDERBURGH 

Jacob Newmaster, Trinity Lutheran; and 
Jessica Kelley, St. Joseph School. 

VERMILLION 
Brandon Downs and Abby Garner, North 

Vermillion Jr. High School. 
WABASH 

Hunter Wells and Madison Kroh, Northfield 
Jr. High School. 

WARRICK 
Andrew Gill and Emma Donaldson, Evans-

ville Christian School. 
WAYNE 

Cody Short, Centerville Jr. High School; 
and Elise Armstrong, Seton Catholic Jr. 
High School. 

WELLS 
Kent Blazier and Chelsea Sorg, Norwell 

Middle School. 
WHITE 

Jacob Brummett and Kaity Faucett, Fron-
tier Jr. High School.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING RAFAEL VAZQUEZ 
∑ Mr. MARTINEZ. Mr. President, I 
wish to speak in honor and pay tribute 
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