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CPSC to develop such standards— 
again, in consultation with groups that 
have expertise in such matters—within 
180 days of enactment and to submit a 
report to Congress on the standards. 

I am also grateful the bill managers 
included an amendment, No. 4113, Sen-
ator OBAMA and I introduced to clarify, 
expand, and standardize the informa-
tion contained in recall notices. 

We have passed a bill that will help 
keep dangerous products off store 
shelves, out of our homes, and out of 
the hands of our children and grand-
children. We have passed a bill that 
will help restore consumer confidence 
in product safety. I am proud the Sen-
ate has passed this legislation, and I 
congratulate the bill managers—Sen-
ators PRYOR, STEVENS, INOUYE and COL-
LINS—for crafting it and bringing it to 
the floor with such broad, bipartisan 
support. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I wish to 
speak on the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission Reform Bill, which the 
Senate passed earlier today. I was 
pleased to cast my vote in support of 
this important bipartisan bill, and I 
thank Senators PRYOR and STEVENS for 
their hard work in bringing this meas-
ure to the floor. 

The Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission, or CPSC, is one of our Na-
tion’s most important Federal agen-
cies. The Commission’s principal re-
sponsibility entails protecting Ameri-
cans from risks associated with prod-
ucts sold in the United States. Each 
year, it develops and enforces safety 
standards for thousands of goods. 
These goods range from toys to house- 
wares. 

We live in an age of increasing global 
trade. Consequently, the activities of 
the CPSC here become more impor-
tant, as Americans purchase and con-
sume a greater number of products 
manufactured in foreign nations. In 
order to meet these expanded respon-
sibilities, the CPSC requires enhanced 
resources and authorities. I am pleased 
that the bill passed today provides 
these enhanced resources and authori-
ties. 

The Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission reform bill includes new safety 
standards for a variety of products, in-
cluding cigarette lighters, furniture, 
swimming pools, equestrian helmets, 
portable gasoline containers, strollers, 
and cribs. It strengthens the certifi-
cation of safety-standard compliance, 
establishes more stringent standards 
on lead in paint, reforms third-party 
testing for product safety and compli-
ance, and increases civil and/or crimi-
nal penalties for noncompliance. The 
bill also increases CPSC personnel in 
major ports-of-entry, prohibits CPSC 
personnel from taking industry-spon-
sored travel, prohibits the sale of prod-
ucts that are the subject of a recall, ex-
pands jurisdiction of the CPSC to cover 
amusement park rides at a fixed site, 

and fosters greater coordination among 
the various agencies involved in con-
sumer safety issues. 

Further, the legislation doubles the 
current CPSC authorization level for 
fiscal year 2009 to $88,500,000, and in-
creases the level to $155,900,000 by fiscal 
year 2015. This bill also authorizes $40 
million for fiscal year 2009 for the im-
provement of the Commission’s re-
search, development, and testing facili-
ties, and also provides $1 million for 
fiscal year 2009 for research into safety 
issues related to the use of nanotech-
nology in consumer products. 

I am particularly pleased that the 
bill contains two provisions that I 
worked to advance regarding new CPSC 
safety standards for swimming pool 
drains and equestrian helmets. These 
standards are vital towards protecting 
children against accidental drowning 
and horse-related injuries respectively. 
I was pleased to work with my col-
leagues on the Commerce Committee 
in drafting these standards and incor-
porating them into the bill. 

In closing, I believe the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission reform bill 
will allow the CPSC to fulfill its re-
sponsibility of protecting Americans 
more effectively, and I look forward to 
working with my colleagues on future 
such legislation. 

f 

REMEMBERING EVE CARSON 

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, I wish to 
honor the life of Miss Eve Carson, stu-
dent body president at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Miss 
Carson’s life was tragically cut short 
on Wednesday morning. 

I send my deepest condolences to 
Eve’s family, the Chapel Hill commu-
nity, and all those who came to know 
of her service and compassion for oth-
ers. 

Eve Marie Carson was born to Bob 
Carson and Teresa Bethke in Athens, 
Georgia, on November 19, 1985. She at-
tended Clarke Central High School, 
where she served as student body presi-
dent. 

Eve enrolled at UNC in the fall of 
2004 as a recipient of the prestigious 
Morehead Scholarship. Miss Carson left 
an indelible mark on the university 
and its community during her 31⁄2 years 
in college. 

Eve excelled as a student at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina. She was a 
political science and biology major and 
hoped to attend medical school next 
year. Miss Carson was a member of the 
Phi Beta Kappa honor society and 
served as a North Carolina Fellow. 

Eve was dedicated to helping those 
around her. She taught science at 
Frank Porter Graham Elementary 
School in Chapel Hill and tutored kids 
at Githens Middle School in Durham. 

She served as cochair of Nourish 
International, a hunger-relief group, 
and an assistant coach in the Girls on 

the Run of the Triangle, a character- 
building program. 

She studied abroad in Cuba and spent 
her summers helping others in Ecua-
dor, Egypt, and Ghana. Her compassion 
and hard work seemed to know no 
bounds. 

Mr. President, Eve Carson was a spe-
cial woman who will be missed. Her 
passing leaves a void in a community 
who knew her as an intelligent, hard- 
working, compassionate leader who 
loved helping others. 

Again, I extend my heartfelt sym-
pathy to Eve’s family, friends, and all 
those who benefitted from her compas-
sion and service. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO HOOSIER ESSAY 
CONTEST WINNERS 

∑ Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, today I 
share with my colleagues the winners 
of the 2007–2008 Dick Lugar/Indiana 
Farm Bureau/Farm Bureau Insurance 
Companies Youth Essay Contest. 

In 1985, I joined with the Indiana 
Farm Bureau to sponsor an essay con-
test for 8th grade students in my home 
State. The purpose of this contest is to 
encourage young Hoosiers to recognize 
and appreciate the importance of Indi-
ana agriculture in their lives and sub-
sequently craft an essay responding to 
the assigned theme. I, along with my 
friends at the Indiana Farm Bureau 
and Farm Bureau Insurance Compa-
nies, am pleased with the annual re-
sponse to this contest and the quality 
of the essays received over the years. 

I congratulate Jansen Hight, of Owen 
County, and Leah Lahue, of Crawford 
County, as winners of this year’s con-
test, and I ask that the complete text 
of their respective essays be printed in 
the RECORD. Likewise, I would like to 
have printed in the RECORD the names 
of all of the district and county win-
ners of the 2007–2008 Dick Lugar/Indi-
ana Farm Bureau/Farm Bureau Insur-
ance Companies Youth Essay Contest. 

The material follows. 
ENERGY AWARE—ENERGY INDEPENDENT 

(By Jansen Hight) 
Today our world runs mainly on fossil 

fuels. Therefore, what are we going to do 
when all the fossil fuels are gone? This limit 
of non-renewable fuel resources is why we 
should start considering the use of alter-
native energy sources. Some of the best- 
known alternative fuels include biodiesel, 
butanol, ethanol, chemically-stored elec-
tricity, methane, biomass, hydrogen, natural 
gas, vegetable oil, and peanut oil (just to 
name a few). 

A wide variety of alternative energy 
sources are being developed to aid our rural 
economies and our nation’s security. With 
nearly 60 percent of our oil resources coming 
from other countries, it is important that we 
develop our own dependable sources of en-
ergy. Due to the lack of resources to produce 
substantial amounts of energy from other 
sources such as solar and wind power, 
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