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AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE 

ROTUNDA OF THE CAPITOL FOR 
A CEREMONY TO HONOR THE 5 
YEARS OF SERVICE AND SAC-
RIFICE OF OUR TROOPS AND 
THEIR FAMILIES IN THE WAR IN 
IRAQ AND TO REMEMBER THOSE 
WHO ARE SERVING OUR NATION 
IN AFGHANISTAN AND THROUGH-
OUT THE WORLD 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. 
Madam Speaker, I send a concurrent 
resolution, H. Con. Res. 313, to the desk 
and ask unanimous consent for its im-
mediate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

Mr. EHLERS. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the right to object, but I will not 
object. I simply want to point out this 
is a very important thing that we 
should do for our troops. I’m delighted 
that someone has suggested that we 
use the rotunda for this purpose. 

We all know how difficult it has been 
for the troops in both Afghanistan and 
Iraq and in other parts of the world. We 
also know that there is not universal 
support in our country for the work 
that they are doing, and this makes 
their job doubly difficult. So I’m very 
pleased to support this resolution and 
make certain that we truly and prop-
erly honor the work of our Armed 
Forces and their families throughout 
the world when they work in such dif-
ficult circumstances. 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. 
Will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. EHLERS. Yes, I would be de-
lighted to yield. 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. I 
would just note that, as the gentleman 
has mentioned, it is important that we 
honor the 5 years of service and sac-
rifice of our troops and their families 
in the war in Iraq and remember our 
troops serving in Afghanistan and 
throughout the world. 

I would note that Ranking Member 
EHLERS is a cosponsor of this resolu-
tion, and both conflicts are still ongo-
ing. Our troops’ efforts have gone 
above and beyond the call of duty. 
Their sacrifice and dedication to their 
country must be honored, as well as 
the sacrifice and dedication of Amer-
ican troops stationed at home and 
around the world. And I am pleased 
that we will have this important rec-
ognition in the people’s House, in the 
rotunda. 

I thank the gentleman for yielding. 
Mr. EHLERS. Reserving the right to 

object, I simply want to thank the gen-
tlewoman from California for her good 
comments. And I hope every Member of 
this Congress will join us in approving 
this particular resolution. 

Madam Speaker, I withdraw my res-
ervation of objection. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the concurrent resolution 

is as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 313 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), 
SECTION 1. USE OF ROTUNDA FOR CEREMONY 

HONORING THOSE SERVING IN AF-
GHANISTAN AND IRAQ. 

(a) USE OF ROTUNDA.—The rotunda of the 
Capitol is authorized to be used on March 13, 
2008, for a ceremony to honor the 5 years of 
service and sacrifice of our troops and their 
families in the war in Iraq and to remember 
those who are serving our Nation in Afghani-
stan and throughout the world. 

(b) PREPARATIONS.—Physical preparations 
for the ceremony referred to in subsection 
(a) shall be carried out in accordance with 
such conditions as the Architect of the Cap-
itol may prescribe. 

The concurrent resolution was agreed 
to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. 
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members have 5 legisla-
tive days to revise and extend their re-
marks in the RECORD on the two con-
current resolutions just considered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

REMARKS OF CONGRESSMAN 
STEVE KING REGARDING SEN-
ATOR BARACK OBAMA 

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, 
I rise to strongly condemn the remarks 
made about U.S. Senator and Demo-
cratic Presidential Candidate BARACK 
OBAMA by Congressman STEVE KING of 
Iowa, who said that if BARACK OBAMA 
became President, al Qaeda terrorists 
would, and I quote, ‘‘be dancing in the 
streets in greater numbers than they 
did on September 11.’’ Why? Because, 
he said, ‘‘of his middle name and be-
cause of who his father was.’’ 

Senator OBAMA, like all of us in this 
House, swore on the Bible to defend our 
country from all enemies, foreign and 
domestic. He has done nothing to war-
rant this attack. He has served his 
country honorably in the U.S. Senate. 
This attack on his patriotism, religion, 
heritage, and middle name amount to 
nothing more than a smear campaign. 

I would fully expect these comments 
to come from people like Rush 
Limbaugh or Ann Coulter, not from 
one of my House colleagues. There is 
simply no room in this country for re-
marks like these, remarks that Mr. 
KING declares he stands by. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
condemning these hateful remarks. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous 
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes 
each. 

f 

H.R. 3196, NAMING THE PORT JER-
VIS POST OFFICE THE E. AR-
THUR GRAY POST OFFICE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. HALL) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HALL of New York. Madam 
Speaker, just moments ago, this body 
voted to pay an appropriate tribute to 
a dedicated public servant in New 
York’s 19th Congressional District. 

On April 10, 2007, the Hudson Valley 
lost one of its most involved leaders 
when E. Arthur Gray, a former five- 
term mayor of Port Jervis and New 
York State Senator, passed away at 
the age of 82 years old. He left behind 
a legacy of friendship, involvement and 
service that earned him a permanent 
place in the heart of Port Jervis and 
serves as an example of what it means 
to work for the betterment of your 
community. 

By voting to pass legislation that 
would redesignate the post office in 
Port Jervis, New York, as the E. Ar-
thur Gray Post Office Building, the 
House has acknowledged the contribu-
tions of an individual who loved his 
hometown and who, as a businessman, 
government official and family man, 
dedicated a significant portion of his 
time and energy to its civic life. 

Simply put, Arthur Gray was a Port 
Jervis resident to the core: born Feb-
ruary 28, 1925, in Port Jervis, a grad-
uate of Port Jervis High School before 
leaving briefly for college, only to re-
turn as president and co-owner of the 
Gray-Parker Funeral Home in his na-
tive Port Jervis. 

Art Gray’s participation in public life 
extended to government service. He 
was mayor of Port Jervis from 1978 to 
1988. A lifetime resident of Port Jervis, 
Gray gave his undivided attention to 
issues, both large and small, and was 
widely known for his open-door policy. 

Art Gray remains the longest-serving 
mayor in the history of Port Jervis. 
During his tenure he was able to rein-
vigorate the downtown area and great-
ly improve the city’s economic devel-
opment plan. Citizens of the local area 
remember Art as a man who was gen-
erous in nature and willing to help 
those in need. After finishing his serv-
ice as mayor, Art Gray maintained his 
commitment to public service by suc-
cessfully running for a seat in the New 
York State senate in 1988. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 08:22 Oct 21, 2010 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00015 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR08\H10MR8.000 H10MR8rm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

D
S

K
29

S
0Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

O
U

N
D

 R
E

C
O

R
D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-12T23:04:13-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




