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be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, the motions to reconsider be laid on 
the table, with no intervening action 
or debate, and any statements be print-
ed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 390) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 390 

Whereas the death of a family member, 
friend, or loved one is a devastating emo-
tional event; 

Whereas the memorialization and celebra-
tion of the decedent’s life is the fabric of to-
day’s funeral service; 

Whereas the family of the decedent has 
traditionally looked to funeral directors and 
morticians for consolation, strength, and 
guidance in the planning and implementa-
tion of a meaningful funeral ceremony; 

Whereas funeral directors and morticians 
have dedicated their professional lives to 
serving the families of their communities in 
their times of need for generations with car-
ing, compassion, and integrity; 

Whereas these special men and women see 
their chosen profession as a higher calling, a 
sacred trust, in serving every family regard-
less of social standing, financial means, or 
time of day or day of the year, whenever a 
death occurs; and 

Whereas on this special day, March 11, 2008, 
it would be appropriate to pay tribute to 
these funeral directors and morticians who, 
day in and day out, assist our Nation’s fami-
lies in their times of sadness and grief and 
help families mourn a death and celebrate a 
life: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) takes this opportunity to pay the Na-

tion’s collective debt of gratitude for all the 
hours and all the times they have put some-
one ahead of themselves by serving the liv-
ing while caring for the dead; 

(2) urges every American of every walk of 
life to embrace each of these special individ-
uals with heartfelt thanks for their dedica-
tion to their profession; and 

(3) designates March 11, 2008, as ‘‘National 
Funeral Director and Mortician Recognition 
Day’’. 

f 

SECOND ANNUAL NATIONAL NA-
TIVE HIV/AIDS AWARENESS DAY 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 479, which was submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 479) designating 

March 20, 2008, as ‘‘Second Annual National 
Native HIV/AIDS Awareness Day.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. BROWN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 479) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 479 

Whereas the number of human immuno-
deficiency virus and acquired immuno-
deficiency syndrome (hereafter ‘‘HIV/AIDS’’) 
cases among American Indian and Alaska 
Native communities has been increasing at 
an alarming rate and poses a significant 
threat to the public health of Native commu-
nities; 

Whereas American Indians and Alaska Na-
tives have the 3rd highest rate of HIV/AIDS 
infection in the United States, after Blacks 
and Hispanics; 

Whereas, according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention HIV/AIDS Sur-
veillance Report published in 2005, the rate 
per 100,000 persons of HIV/AIDS diagnosis for 
American Indians and Alaska Natives was 
10.4; 

Whereas American Indians and Alaska Na-
tives experience the highest disease and mor-
tality rates in the United States compared 
to other racial and ethnic groups, due to so-
cioeconomic factors that include consist-
ently high rates of poverty, inadequate edu-
cation, and a lack of access to quality health 
services; 

Whereas certain risk factors exist among 
Indian and Alaska Native populations that 
elevate the threat of the HIV/AIDS epidemic, 
including high rates of sexually transmitted 
diseases and substance abuse; 

Whereas, according to the 2005 Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention Sexually 
Transmitted Disease Surveillance Report, 
American Indians and Alaska Natives have 
the 2nd highest infection rates of gonorrhea 
and chlamydia in the United States and the 
3rd highest infection rate of syphilis; 

Whereas, according to the 2005 National 
Survey on Drug Use and Health, American 
Indians and Alaska Natives had a 12.8 per-
cent higher rate of illicit drug use than any 
other races or ethnicities; 

Whereas, during the years 1997–2004, of per-
sons who had received a diagnosis of HIV/ 
AIDS, American Indians and Alaska Natives 
had survived a shorter time than had Asians 
and Pacific Islanders, Whites, or Hispanics; 

Whereas, after 9 years, 67 percent of Amer-
ican Indians and Alaska Natives who had 
been diagnosed with HIV/AIDS were alive, 
compared to 66 percent of Blacks, 74 percent 
of Hispanics, 75 percent of Whites, and 81 per-
cent of Asians and Pacific Islanders; 

Whereas, from 2001 through 2004, the esti-
mated number of HIV/AIDS cases increased 
among Whites, Asians and Pacific Islanders, 
and American Indians and Alaska Natives, 
and decreased among Blacks and Hispanics; 
and 

Whereas, from 2000 through 2004, the esti-
mated number of deaths among persons with 
AIDS decreased among Whites, Blacks, and 
Asians and Pacific Islanders, but increased 
among American Indians and Alaska Na-
tives: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the seriousness of the spread 

and threat of the human immunodeficiency 
virus and acquired immunodeficiency syn-
drome (HIV/AIDS) epidemic in American In-
dian and Alaska Native communities; 

(2) encourages Federal, State, and tribal 
governments as well as Indian organizations 
and health care providers to coordinate ef-
forts in HIV/AIDS testing and in the pro-
motion of prevention activities to further ef-

forts in the reduction of HIV/AIDS infection 
rates among American Indians and Alaska 
Natives; and 

(3) designates March 20, 2008, as ‘‘Second 
Annual National Native HIV/AIDS Aware-
ness Day’’. 

f 

PERMITTING THE USE OF THE 
ROTUNDA 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H. Con. Res. 306 received from 
the House and at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 306) 

permitting the use of the Rotunda of the 
Capitol for a ceremony as part of the com-
memoration of the days of remembrance of 
victims of the Holocaust. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. BROWN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the concurrent resolution be 
agreed to and the motion to reconsider 
be laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 306) was agreed to. 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MARCH 
12, 2008 

Mr. BROWN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that when the Senate completes 
its business today, it stand adjourned 
until 9:30 a.m., Wednesday, March 12; 
that on Wednesday, following the pray-
er and pledge, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the 
morning hour be deemed expired, the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day and that the 
Senate then resume consideration of H. 
Con. Res. 70, the concurrent resolution 
on the budget. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. BROWN. Tomorrow, the Senate 
will resume debate on the budget reso-
lution. Senator BINGAMAN is expected 
to be here to offer the next amend-
ment. 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. BROWN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that all time during this period of 
morning business be charged equally 
against each side on the resolution and 
that morning business now be closed 
and that the Senate resume consider-
ation of the budget resolution, and fol-
lowing the remarks of Senator COBURN, 
who was generous with his time this 
evening, and I am grateful for that, and 
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