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Whereas, it is the fond wish of this body 

that you will continue to present this town as 
a beacon of light in the representation of 
America and maintain your stand as a symbol 
to this generation that our strength lies in your 
gracious commitment in unity to stand as a 
model community; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That along with its friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, I commend Barnesville for your hard 
work and perseverance, recognizing that all 
great communities come from great people. 
With great appreciation and respect, we rec-
ognize the tremendous impact this town has 
had in Ohio and in the lives of those people 
you have touched. 

f 

HONORING ARBELLA PERKINS 
EWING 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 11, 2008 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to 
Arbella Perkins Ewing in celebration of her 
114th birthday on Thursday, March 13, 2008. 

As the third-oldest living person in the world 
and the second-oldest living American, Ms. 
Ewing is a fixture of the Dallas community. 

Born in 1894 on a farm in Freestone Coun-
ty, Mississippi, as one of 12 children and the 
great-granddaughter of Mississippi slaves, Ms. 
Ewing endured continual racial problems that 
eventually led to her move to Dallas. In 1936, 
she and her husband Frank settled into a 
house in South Dallas, where she lived until 
she was 106. 

As a wife and a mother to one daughter, 
Ms. Ewing not only made sure to keep a clean 
house for her own family, but extended her 
charity beyond her own home, often cooking 
for her sick neighbors. 

Known as a God-fearing woman, her faith 
has greatly contributed to her way of life. I am 
reminded of a quote by the late Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., ‘‘The quality, not the longevity, 
of one’s life is what is important.’’ I can truly 
say that the quality of Ms. Ewing’s life extends 
past even her longevity. Her reputation for 
‘‘good living’’ includes not smoking or drinking, 
eating healthily, and not staying out late. She 
serves as an example for all of us to honor 
our bodies and cherish our health. 

After her husband and daughter passed 
away in the 1970s, Ms. Ewing lived an inde-
pendent and self-sufficient life until a fall that 
broke her hip in 2007 at the age of 113. Ms. 
Ewing’s strength and resolve has seen her 
though this rough time of surgery into recovery 
much as it saw her through the years of the 
Great Depression, Jim Crow segregation and 
the Civil Rights Era. 

Ms. Ewing stands as a beacon of will and 
determination. She makes us all mindful that a 
life well spent is a life worth living. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
join me in honoring Arbella Perkins Ewing on 
reaching the monumental age of 114. I wish 
her continued life, good health and strength. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE CONGRES-
SIONAL REVIEW ACT IMPROVE-
MENT ACT 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 11, 2008 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to introduce the 
Congressional Review Act Improvement Act. 

This legislation would cut government waste 
by reducing duplicative paperwork and reliev-
ing some of the administrative burdens that 
are currently mandated by the Congressional 
Review Act, the congressional review mecha-
nism of agency rules. The Congressional Re-
view Act requires that all agencies promul-
gating a rule must submit to both Houses of 
Congress, and to the Comptroller General at 
the Government Accountability Office, a report 
that contains a copy of the rule, a concise 
general statement describing the rule, and the 
proposed effective date of the rule. Thus, 
under current law, the same material is sub-
mitted, housed, and printed at four different 
governmental entities. 

Specifically, this legislation would eliminate 
the requirement that agencies submit their 
rules that are printed in the Federal Register 
to each House of Congress. Instead of receiv-
ing the full submission of each individual rule, 
the House and Senate would receive a weekly 
list of all rules from the Comptroller General. 
The House and Senate would then enter that 
list into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD with a 
statement of referral for each rule. Under 
these revisions, agencies would still be re-
quired to submit rules and reports to each 
House of Congress that were not printed in 
the Federal Register, and Congress could still 
employ the procedures in the Congressional 
Review Act to disapprove agency rules. 

I urge my colleagues to join as cosponsors 
to this legislation that makes commonsense 
modifications of the Congressional Review 
Act. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO DONALD S. LOPEZ 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 11, 2008 

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of LTC Donald S. 
Lopez, a military aviation pioneer and deco-
rated hero who recently passed away at the 
age of 84. 

Colonel Lopez was born on July 15, 1923, 
in Brooklyn, New York. He graduated from the 
Air Force Institute of Technology with a bach-
elor’s degree in aeronautical engineering and 
a master’s degree in aeronautics from the 
California Institute of Technology. 

In preparation for World War II, Colonel 
Lopez enlisted and received his pilot’s license 
in 1943. He was promptly sent to China and 
served with many veterans of the legendary 
American Flying Tigers, flying 101 missions 
and recording five victories, qualifying him to 
be recognized as an ‘‘ace.’’ 

Upon his return from China, Colonel Lopez 
was an Air Force test pilot for 6 years and 
went on to fly F–86s in Korea. During the next 
6 years, he taught aeronautics at the Air Force 
Academy. During his military career, Colonel 
Lopez earned the Silver Star, two awards of 
the Distinguished Flying Cross, and three 
awards of the Air Medal. 

Following his retirement from the Air Force 
in 1964, Colonel Lopez worked as a systems 
engineer on the Apollo-Saturn Launch Vehicle 
and the Skylab Orbital Workshop. 

Colonel Lopez joined the Smithsonian in 
1972 and was instrumental in planning the Na-
tional Air and Space Museum. He served as 
deputy director of the museum from 1983 until 
1990 and returned to the position in 1996. 

I had the honor of meeting with Colonel 
Lopez while preparing to lead a congressional 
delegation to China last August. Colonel 
Lopez provided me with valuable insight into 
the experiences of the American Flying Tigers 
who worked with the Chinese military during 
World War II and the courageous pilots who 
flew supplies to them over the treacherous 
Hump Route from India at great peril. 

Our visit to Kunming, China for a memorial 
ceremony and meeting with Chinese World 
War II veterans was an unforgettable and 
powerful reminder of the extraordinary service 
provided to our country by patriots such as 
Colonel Lopez. 

Madam Speaker, Colonel Lopez served our 
Nation with the utmost dedication and is a true 
American hero. I know the Members of the 
House will join me in extending heartfelt con-
dolences to Glindal Lopez; their two children, 
Don and Joy; and Laura, his granddaughter. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE STATE 
COLLEGE AREA HIGH SCHOOL 
MASTER SINGERS PERFORM-
ANCE AT CARNEGIE HALL 

HON. JOHN E. PETERSON 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 11, 2008 

Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in honor of a talented 
high school choir in my district, the State Col-
lege Area High School Master Singers of 
State College, PA, which was chosen to per-
form at New York City’s world-renowned Car-
negie Hall on March 10, 2008. 

The State College Area High School Master 
Singers were selected out of dozens of high 
schools across the country to perform in this 
concert. The event featured 200 students from 
four States, and was the capstone of Carnegie 
Hall’s yearlong National High School Choral 
Festival. The concert was conducted by Dr. 
Craig Jessop, esteemed music director of the 
Mormon Tabernacle Choir, who was working 
with the choirs and their conductors through-
out the year. Known best for their legendary 
musical performances, Carnegie Hall is also a 
pioneer of music education, and I am thrilled 
that these students were given such a remark-
able opportunity to showcase their talent. 

Led by Robert Drafall, the Master Singers is 
comprised of sophomores, juniors and seniors, 
and performs in a variety of venues as well as 
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performing at the Heinz Chapel Chamber 
Choir Invitational, The Central Pennsylvania 
Festival of the Arts, and The Celebration of Af-
rican American Spirituals. The Master Singers 
have distinguished themselves in earning su-
perior ratings at adjudicated festivals in New 
York City, Toronto, Virginia Beach, and Chi-
cago. They were invited to participate in a 
master class with the famed a cappella en-
semble Chanticleer, and they have collabo-
rated with the Central Pennsylvania Youth Or-
chestra and with the State College Choral So-
ciety and Orchestra in a performance featuring 
Metropolitan Opera Audition winners. 

I am privileged to have one of the four 
schools in the Nation chosen for the Carnegie 
Hall National High School Choral Festival re-
siding in my Pennsylvania district. I commend 
these students and their leaders for their ac-
complishment, and congratulate them for rep-
resenting the State of Pennsylvania in their 
performance at the famed Carnegie Hall on 
March 10th. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE HURLBURT AFA 
CHAPTER 398 TEACHER OF THE 
YEAR SELECTIONS FOR 2007–2008 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 11, 2008 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, on 
behalf of the United States Congress, it is an 
honor for me to rise today to recognize the 
Hurlburt Air Force Association Chapter 398 
Teachers of the Year. 

First, I would like to congratulate, Mr. Leo F. 
Murphy, who received the High School and 
Overall Teacher of the Year award. A teacher 
at Choctawhatchee High School, Mr. Murphy 
is deeply passionate about aviation and aero-
space education. He began the first aviation 
and aerospace education program in the 
Okaloosa County School District and is the 
driving force behind its success. A retired U.S. 
naval officer, Mr. Murphy has over 4,000 
hours flying time earned in his 30-year career. 
He instructs at both Choctawhatchee and 
Crestview High Schools, and Hurlburt AFA 
Chapter 398 is proud to recognize him. 

Second, I would like to honor Ms. Shannon 
E. Farrell, the AFA Chapter’s selection for the 
Middle School Teacher of the Year. Ms. 
Farrell teaches eighth-grade Physical Science 
at Woodlawn Beach Middle School. She incor-
porates engineering, science and technology 
into her classroom. Ms. Farrell also sponsors 
the school’s Boosting Engineering Science 
and Technology, BEST, Robotics Club. The 
60 students in her club have competed at 
local and regional events, and are now pre-
paring to compete in the Physics Olympics at 
the University of West Florida. 

It is also with great honor for me to recog-
nize the co-winners of the Hurlburt AFA Chap-
ter 398 selections for the Elementary School 
Teacher of the Year. Ms. Megan L. Tucker 
teaches fourth-grade students at Kenwood El-
ementary School and was named her school’s 
teacher of the year for 2006–2007. She aug-
ments the discussion of aviation in the class-
room with guest speakers. Ms. Tucker has 

teamed with the USAF Armament Museum to 
assist in the development of the ‘‘Engineers 
for America’’ initiative, which incorporates 
science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics, STEM, into various activities. She has 
also coordinated with the Choctawhatchee 
Aviation Institute, Bob Skies Airport, and the 
Experimental Aircraft Association to introduce 
her students to the thrill of flight. 

Lastly, it is with honor for me to recognize 
another outstanding teacher, Mr. Scott 
Erickson. He is a fourth-grade teacher at the 
W.H. Rhodes Elementary School. Since 2005, 
he has taught math, reading, writing, science 
and social studies. To engage his students in 
learning he has incorporated a variety of avia-
tion related items into all facets of his teach-
ing. He integrated items gleaned from a 
Hurlburt Chapter Teacher Workshops to im-
prove reading skills and institute a rocket 
building program for his students. His latest 
endeavor is integrating reading, math, tech-
nology, geometry, and engineering procedures 
into a dynamic lesson involving simulated 
flight from point to point using sectional charts, 
videos, and written instruction. During this les-
son, students measure angles, figure area of 
a triangle and circle, compute speed, figure 
averages, record data, and work as a team to 
achieve a final answer. Mr. Erickson is using 
the science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics aspects of aerospace and avia-
tion to motivate his students to learn, explore, 
and discover. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I am proud to recognize the 
Hurlburt Field AFA Chapter 398 Teacher of 
the Year selections. 

f 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING ER-
NEST L. TODD AND LENA M. 
TODD ON THEIR 75TH WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 11, 2008 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, March 11, 2008, marks the day 

Ernest and Lena Todd have been lovingly 
married for 75 years; and 

Whereas, their marriage represents the true 
spirit of love, compromise and support; and 

Whereas, their life together from humble be-
ginnings as a coal mining family in Tennessee 
have prospered into a loving extended family 
in Ohio consisting of 260 children, grand-
children, great-grandchildren, and great-great- 
grandchildren; and 

Whereas, Ernest and Lena Todd represent 
the belief that love is eternal and will over-
come all obstacles, for richer, for poorer, for 
better, for worse—forever; now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That along with their friends, fam-
ily, and the residents of the 18th Congres-
sional District, I wish Ernest and Lena Todd a 
happy and healthy 75th wedding anniversary. 
We recognize the amazing commitment of 
love, friendship, and support these two people 
have made to each other and their family and 
the brightness and hope they have brought to 
those they have touched. 

HONORING CALIFORNIA STATE 
UNIVERSITY 

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 11, 2008 

Mr. ROYCE. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to take this opportunity to recognize my alma 
mater, California State University, Fullerton, as 
it celebrates its 50th anniversary. 

In 1957, California State University, Ful-
lerton, was founded by an act of the California 
Legislature. The enrollment consisted of 452 
students when the first classes were offered in 
leased quarters at Sunny Hills High School, 
prior to the College moving to temporary build-
ings on a permanent site in 1960. 

Half a century after its founding, more than 
185,000 graduates have successfully devel-
oped careers in hundreds of industries. 

Each year, more than 36,000 students at-
tend classes at Cal State Fullerton, choosing 
from among 105 different degree programs in-
cluding 55 undergraduate, 49 graduate and a 
doctorate in education, at eight distinct col-
leges: arts, business and economics, commu-
nications, education, engineering and com-
puter science, health and human develop-
ment, humanities and social sciences, and 
natural sciences and mathematics, all of which 
provide an outstanding education to the stu-
dents. 

Its studies have led students to careers in 
teaching, nursing, business, the arts, commu-
nications, health care, engineering, sports, the 
sciences and more. Cal State Fullerton grad-
uates have gone on to successful careers and 
community-building, and their impact is felt not 
only in the State of California and the Nation, 
but throughout the world. Among these grad-
uates are Academy Award-winning actors and 
screenwriters, television news reporters, Pul-
itzer Prize-winning journalists, successful nov-
elists, doctors, lawyers, judges, teachers, pro-
fessional athletes, entrepreneurs, legislators, 
scientists and business leaders and even a 
NASA astronaut who served on the crew of 
the Space Shuttle Endeavor that launched into 
space in August 2007. 

Cal State Fullerton’s student body also re-
flects the diversity of the State of California. 
As one of the most diverse campuses in the 
State, the university welcomes students of dif-
ferent ethnic groups, cultures and religions. In 
fact, many of these students are the first in 
their families to earn a university diploma. 

The university received full accreditation 
from the Western College Association, later 
known as Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges, in 1961 and Cal State Fullerton now 
holds 14 national accreditations and associa-
tions. 

In addition, ‘‘Titan Pride’’ has been the ral-
lying cry for 12 national team championships 
in seven different sports. 

Finally, Cal State Fullerton is known for its 
distinguished faculty, many of whom have gar-
nered international and national reputations in 
their respective fields. 

It is with great pride that I recognize Cal 
State Fullerton for 50 wonderful years. 
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