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performing at the Heinz Chapel Chamber 
Choir Invitational, The Central Pennsylvania 
Festival of the Arts, and The Celebration of Af-
rican American Spirituals. The Master Singers 
have distinguished themselves in earning su-
perior ratings at adjudicated festivals in New 
York City, Toronto, Virginia Beach, and Chi-
cago. They were invited to participate in a 
master class with the famed a cappella en-
semble Chanticleer, and they have collabo-
rated with the Central Pennsylvania Youth Or-
chestra and with the State College Choral So-
ciety and Orchestra in a performance featuring 
Metropolitan Opera Audition winners. 

I am privileged to have one of the four 
schools in the Nation chosen for the Carnegie 
Hall National High School Choral Festival re-
siding in my Pennsylvania district. I commend 
these students and their leaders for their ac-
complishment, and congratulate them for rep-
resenting the State of Pennsylvania in their 
performance at the famed Carnegie Hall on 
March 10th. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE HURLBURT AFA 
CHAPTER 398 TEACHER OF THE 
YEAR SELECTIONS FOR 2007–2008 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 11, 2008 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, on 
behalf of the United States Congress, it is an 
honor for me to rise today to recognize the 
Hurlburt Air Force Association Chapter 398 
Teachers of the Year. 

First, I would like to congratulate, Mr. Leo F. 
Murphy, who received the High School and 
Overall Teacher of the Year award. A teacher 
at Choctawhatchee High School, Mr. Murphy 
is deeply passionate about aviation and aero-
space education. He began the first aviation 
and aerospace education program in the 
Okaloosa County School District and is the 
driving force behind its success. A retired U.S. 
naval officer, Mr. Murphy has over 4,000 
hours flying time earned in his 30-year career. 
He instructs at both Choctawhatchee and 
Crestview High Schools, and Hurlburt AFA 
Chapter 398 is proud to recognize him. 

Second, I would like to honor Ms. Shannon 
E. Farrell, the AFA Chapter’s selection for the 
Middle School Teacher of the Year. Ms. 
Farrell teaches eighth-grade Physical Science 
at Woodlawn Beach Middle School. She incor-
porates engineering, science and technology 
into her classroom. Ms. Farrell also sponsors 
the school’s Boosting Engineering Science 
and Technology, BEST, Robotics Club. The 
60 students in her club have competed at 
local and regional events, and are now pre-
paring to compete in the Physics Olympics at 
the University of West Florida. 

It is also with great honor for me to recog-
nize the co-winners of the Hurlburt AFA Chap-
ter 398 selections for the Elementary School 
Teacher of the Year. Ms. Megan L. Tucker 
teaches fourth-grade students at Kenwood El-
ementary School and was named her school’s 
teacher of the year for 2006–2007. She aug-
ments the discussion of aviation in the class-
room with guest speakers. Ms. Tucker has 

teamed with the USAF Armament Museum to 
assist in the development of the ‘‘Engineers 
for America’’ initiative, which incorporates 
science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics, STEM, into various activities. She has 
also coordinated with the Choctawhatchee 
Aviation Institute, Bob Skies Airport, and the 
Experimental Aircraft Association to introduce 
her students to the thrill of flight. 

Lastly, it is with honor for me to recognize 
another outstanding teacher, Mr. Scott 
Erickson. He is a fourth-grade teacher at the 
W.H. Rhodes Elementary School. Since 2005, 
he has taught math, reading, writing, science 
and social studies. To engage his students in 
learning he has incorporated a variety of avia-
tion related items into all facets of his teach-
ing. He integrated items gleaned from a 
Hurlburt Chapter Teacher Workshops to im-
prove reading skills and institute a rocket 
building program for his students. His latest 
endeavor is integrating reading, math, tech-
nology, geometry, and engineering procedures 
into a dynamic lesson involving simulated 
flight from point to point using sectional charts, 
videos, and written instruction. During this les-
son, students measure angles, figure area of 
a triangle and circle, compute speed, figure 
averages, record data, and work as a team to 
achieve a final answer. Mr. Erickson is using 
the science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics aspects of aerospace and avia-
tion to motivate his students to learn, explore, 
and discover. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I am proud to recognize the 
Hurlburt Field AFA Chapter 398 Teacher of 
the Year selections. 
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A PROCLAMATION HONORING ER-
NEST L. TODD AND LENA M. 
TODD ON THEIR 75TH WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 11, 2008 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, March 11, 2008, marks the day 

Ernest and Lena Todd have been lovingly 
married for 75 years; and 

Whereas, their marriage represents the true 
spirit of love, compromise and support; and 

Whereas, their life together from humble be-
ginnings as a coal mining family in Tennessee 
have prospered into a loving extended family 
in Ohio consisting of 260 children, grand-
children, great-grandchildren, and great-great- 
grandchildren; and 

Whereas, Ernest and Lena Todd represent 
the belief that love is eternal and will over-
come all obstacles, for richer, for poorer, for 
better, for worse—forever; now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That along with their friends, fam-
ily, and the residents of the 18th Congres-
sional District, I wish Ernest and Lena Todd a 
happy and healthy 75th wedding anniversary. 
We recognize the amazing commitment of 
love, friendship, and support these two people 
have made to each other and their family and 
the brightness and hope they have brought to 
those they have touched. 

HONORING CALIFORNIA STATE 
UNIVERSITY 

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 11, 2008 

Mr. ROYCE. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to take this opportunity to recognize my alma 
mater, California State University, Fullerton, as 
it celebrates its 50th anniversary. 

In 1957, California State University, Ful-
lerton, was founded by an act of the California 
Legislature. The enrollment consisted of 452 
students when the first classes were offered in 
leased quarters at Sunny Hills High School, 
prior to the College moving to temporary build-
ings on a permanent site in 1960. 

Half a century after its founding, more than 
185,000 graduates have successfully devel-
oped careers in hundreds of industries. 

Each year, more than 36,000 students at-
tend classes at Cal State Fullerton, choosing 
from among 105 different degree programs in-
cluding 55 undergraduate, 49 graduate and a 
doctorate in education, at eight distinct col-
leges: arts, business and economics, commu-
nications, education, engineering and com-
puter science, health and human develop-
ment, humanities and social sciences, and 
natural sciences and mathematics, all of which 
provide an outstanding education to the stu-
dents. 

Its studies have led students to careers in 
teaching, nursing, business, the arts, commu-
nications, health care, engineering, sports, the 
sciences and more. Cal State Fullerton grad-
uates have gone on to successful careers and 
community-building, and their impact is felt not 
only in the State of California and the Nation, 
but throughout the world. Among these grad-
uates are Academy Award-winning actors and 
screenwriters, television news reporters, Pul-
itzer Prize-winning journalists, successful nov-
elists, doctors, lawyers, judges, teachers, pro-
fessional athletes, entrepreneurs, legislators, 
scientists and business leaders and even a 
NASA astronaut who served on the crew of 
the Space Shuttle Endeavor that launched into 
space in August 2007. 

Cal State Fullerton’s student body also re-
flects the diversity of the State of California. 
As one of the most diverse campuses in the 
State, the university welcomes students of dif-
ferent ethnic groups, cultures and religions. In 
fact, many of these students are the first in 
their families to earn a university diploma. 

The university received full accreditation 
from the Western College Association, later 
known as Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges, in 1961 and Cal State Fullerton now 
holds 14 national accreditations and associa-
tions. 

In addition, ‘‘Titan Pride’’ has been the ral-
lying cry for 12 national team championships 
in seven different sports. 

Finally, Cal State Fullerton is known for its 
distinguished faculty, many of whom have gar-
nered international and national reputations in 
their respective fields. 

It is with great pride that I recognize Cal 
State Fullerton for 50 wonderful years. 
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RECOGNITION OF ANNA ROSE 

LIVINGSTON 

HON. JAMES T. WALSH 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 11, 2008 

Mr. WALSH of New York. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the generous spirit of 
third grader Anna Rose Livingston, a resident 
of my hometown of Syracuse, New York. 

Approximately 2 months ago, Anna Rose 
viewed a film on the life of Mother Teresa dur-
ing her Sunday school class at Bellevue 
Heights United Methodist Church. Moved by 
the work of the Catholic missionary to combat 
poverty and suffering in India and around the 
world, Miss Livingston developed a plan with 
the encouragement of her mother Sharon to 
gather and collect outdoor winter clothing for 
needy families in central New York. 

The following week during the announce-
ment portion of Sunday services at Bellevue 
Heights, 8-year-old Anna Rose stood to ad-
dress the congregation and ask for their as-
sistance in her developing effort. Later that 
week, she petitioned her teacher and principal 
at the Bishop’s Academy at Most Holy Rosary 
to have the school’s third graders join in her 
service project. 

Today, three large parcels of hats, gloves, 
and coats have been assembled for delivery 
to families struggling to combat Syracuse’s 
harsh winter weather, and Anna Rose has se-
cured Brown Memorial United Methodist 
Church and its neighborhood missions on Syr-
acuse near westside to assist in distribution. 

Anna Rose Livingston’s initiative and effort 
is a fine example of the compassion and giv-
ing spirit that exists in so many Americans, but 
Anna Rose’s age and lack of prior experience 
in such a large service initiative make her mo-
tivation and success that much more remark-
able. 

On behalf of the people of New York’s 25th 
Congressional District, I proudly recognize 
Anna Rose for her community service and ex-
press great hope that her selflessness and 
success will motivate similar efforts of charity 
throughout my hometown community and 
across this great nation by people of all ages. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF CHEMICAL FA-
CILITY ANTI-TERRORISM ACT OF 
2008 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 11, 2008 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam 
Speaker, today, I am proud to introduce the 
Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Act of 2008, 
which was marked up and reported favorably 
by the Committee on Homeland Security on 
March 6, 2008. 

This bill will extend and strengthen the De-
partment of Homeland Security’s current au-
thority to regulate security practices at our Na-
tion’s chemical facilities. This legislation must 
be enacted to ensure that there is no lapse in 
our efforts to protect the Nation’s chemical in-

frastructure from the threat of terrorism. The 
Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Standards 
regulations currently in effect will sunset in Oc-
tober 2009. The passage of this legislation is 
needed to update and improve those regula-
tions and to make them permanent. 

Shielding the Nation’s critical infrastructure 
from foreign and domestic terrorism is one of 
my eight goals in charting the course toward 
freedom from fear. As I see it, extending 
DHS’s authority to regulate chemical security 
is the right thing to do, and this legislation 
does it the right way. 

For 4 months, the committee undertook a 
bipartisan effort to develop this legislation. 
There were extensive discussions with the De-
partment, the chemical industry, including both 
large and small chemical manufacturers, fer-
tilizer manufacturers, petroleum and propane 
manufacturers and distributors, water and 
wastewater facilities, environmental groups, 
labor organizations, State Governments, and 
academic and independent experts. The legis-
lation I am introducing today with every Demo-
cratic Member of the Committee on Homeland 
Security is the product of this open, bipartisan 
process. 

Given this effort, where the ranking member 
of the full committee and Transportation Secu-
rity and Infrastructure Protection were involved 
in every aspect of this legislation, I was very 
disappointed that the Republican Members, 
with few exceptions, chose partisanship over 
progress and voted against the bill. The dis-
agreement that was cited was over whether all 
regulated chemical facilities, or just a subset, 
should be required to assess whether or not 
they could incorporate practices to reduce the 
consequences of a terrorist attack in their 
processes. For the record, the bill requires 
only facilities assigned to a risk-based tier to 
undertake such an assessment. This is done 
to decrease the likelihood of a potential attack 
in the first place. That’s just plain sensible. 

This legislation does not seek to reinvent 
the wheel, as the Democratic Members of this 
committee believe that the fundamental ap-
proach taken under the existing chemical se-
curity regulations is the correct one. At the 
same time, the bill seeks to make several im-
provements to the program after the sunset 
expires. For instance, the current chemical se-
curity regulations exempt water treatment fa-
cilities regulated under the Safe Drinking 
Water Act and port facilities regulated under 
the Maritime Transportation Security Act. This 
bill does not have such an exemption and 
calls for the CFATS to work smoothly with the 
existing authorities. Testimony by the Depart-
ment at previous hearings before this com-
mittee demonstrated that facilities with the ex-
emption possess the same chemicals and are 
as proximate to major metropolitan areas as 
the currently regulated facilities. The testimony 
revealed there is no rational public policy rea-
son to exempt them from the chemical secu-
rity regime. 

The bill also recognizes that water facilities 
need to be treated differently than other facili-
ties. That is why we included provisions to re-
quire that the Secretary must provide funding 
for those that are required to implement inher-
ently safer technology, IST. The bill also bars 
the Secretary from issuing any order or guid-
ance under these regulations that contravenes 

laws, such as the Safe Drinking Water Act, 
and restricts the Secretary from enforcing 
‘‘cease operations’’ orders against water facili-
ties unless their operation represents a clear 
and present danger to homeland security. The 
provisions are intended to ensure that this leg-
islation will not cause water to be less safe for 
communities. 

The bill also protects the rights of States to 
pass their own regulations to secure chemical 
facilities so long as they do not directly conflict 
with this legislation; requires employee training 
and involvement of employees and their rep-
resentatives in creating vulnerability assess-
ments and security plans; creates strong whis-
tleblower protections, and protects against ille-
gitimate use of background checks. 

I know that once this bill leaves this com-
mittee, there will be an effort to weaken it. I 
hope, however, that Congress will not allow 
narrow interests to interfere with the national 
security imperative of securing our chemical 
sector from terrorists. Only through the com-
prehensive approach laid out in this bill will we 
address our Nation’s current vulnerability to a 
massive chemical attack using our own infra-
structure against us. Exempting some facilities 
will make us less safe because those facilities, 
by their exemption, could become more likely 
to be attacked. 

I hope that Congress will do the right thing 
to deliver to the American people freedom 
from fear of such a chemical attack by moving 
forward expeditiously to pass this legislation 
and make it law. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 11, 2008 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, please ex-
cuse my absence from votes on Monday, 
March 10, 2008. My flight was delayed due to 
mechanical problems. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on each rollcall vote: 
108, 109, and 110. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILL ON OIL 
LEASE SALE IN THE CHUKCHI SEA 

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 11, 2008 

Mr. MARKEY. Madam Speaker, the Interior 
Department is currently considering whether to 
list the polar bear under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act as a result of the impacts of global 
warming. While this decision has been nearly 
3 years in the making, the Fish and Wildlife 
Service has now missed deadline after dead-
line for finalizing a decision on the future of 
the polar bear. On January 9, the Interior De-
partment missed its statutorily required dead-
line for a decision, as required under the Act. 
Then, 1 month later, it missed its self-imposed 
deadline. Now, the decision on listing the polar 
bear, and the survival of this iconic species, is 
hanging in limbo. 
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