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Virginia, not very far away from here. 
They fought against the dreaded and 
omnipotent Louisiana Tigers. And they 
won that battle. It was one of the first 
battles that the Union won. We were 
getting beaten in many of the early 
battles. And when Robert E. Lee asked 
his staff, Who beat us? Who did we just 
fight? His staff said, General, it was 
the 69th New York, to which Robert E. 
Lee, said, Ah, the Fighting 69th. And 
that is how they got their name, and 
they have carried that tradition with 
them ever since, through four wars and 
a fight to come in Afghanistan, 19 cam-
paigns, six medals of honor. 

On 9/11, many of them went to the 
Lexington Avenue Armory. I was there 
just a few weeks ago. And then they 
went to Ground Zero. One lost his life, 
Firefighter Gerard Batpees, a first lieu-
tenant in the 69th. And then they went 
to Iraq, men like Chris Daniels from 
Centerport, Lou Delapizi from Bay 
Shore, and Col. Charles T. Crosby, the 
commander of the 69th in New York 
City. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to wrap up by 
telling my colleagues that a few weeks 
ago I visited with men of the Fighting 
69th at the Bay Shore Armory on Long 
Island, and we had some good old New 
York pizza together, and I plan to visit 
with them in Afghanistan this July. 

Many of us marched in St. Patrick’s 
Day parades last week. Many of us will 
march again in St. Patrick’s Day pa-
rades this weekend. And as we do, I 
hope we will remember the marches of 
the Fighting 69th, on Malvern Hill, in 
France, on Okinawa, where Private 
Ruiz won a Congressional Medal of 
Honor for single handedly destroying a 
Japanese pillbox. Private Ruiz, not ex-
actly an Irish name, but the courage 
was Irish. On Route Irish in Baghdad, 
in Kabul and Jalalabad within weeks, 
that is where they marched and will 
continue to march. When they visit Af-
ghanistan, they will be on some high 
mountains and in some very rainy and 
windy places, and I know we will think 
of them and apply to them this Irish 
blessing: 

‘‘May you always have walls for the 
wind, 

a roof for the rain, 
tea beside the fire, 
laughter to cheer you on, 
those you love near you, 
and all your heart may desire.’’ 
Mr. Speaker, may they come home 

soon to a country safer and sounder be-
cause of their courage. 

I want to again thank the gentleman 
from North Carolina for his leadership. 
I also want to thank Major John Mark 
Pierre, an Army Fellow assigned to my 
office. He understood how important 
this bill was to me and his assistance 
was invaluable. I want to also thank 
Chairman SKELTON and Ranking Mem-
ber HUNTER for allowing this resolution 
to come to this floor. 

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, I am 
proud to rise in support of this important legis-

lation, H. Res. 991, honoring New York’s 
famed 69th Infantry Regiment for its dedica-
tion and valorous service in the war against 
terror, particularly in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

The Fighting 69th has been engaged in the 
war against terrorism since the very onset of 
the war, having been deployed to secure 
Ground Zero in the immediate aftermath of the 
terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. 

The 69th was deployed to Iraq in ‘‘Operation 
Wolfhound’’ and served with great distinction, 
defending the city of Al Taji, protecting Iraq’s 
first free elections and, most significantly, se-
curing ‘‘Route Irish’’ which had been the most 
dangerous travel route in Baghdad. Tragically 
the 69th had 19 troops killed in ‘‘Operation 
Wolfhound’’ and 78 wounded. At no time, 
however, did the Fighting 69th ever waver in 
its mission. The Fighting 69th is now being de-
ployed to Afghanistan where it will once more 
take the fight to our enemy. 

Having served in the Fighting 69th and 
being an active member of the 69th Infantry 
Veterans’ Corps, I take particular pride in this 
regiment’s achievements. 

The Fighting 69th has served in five wars 
and six of its members have been awarded 
the Congressional Medal of Honor. Its coura-
geous service in Iraq and Afghanistan is add-
ing new chapters to the regiment’s historic and 
noble history. 

I urge adoption of the resolution. 
Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, I 

have no other speakers that are avail-
able, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further requests for time, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. MCINTYRE) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 991. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

EXPRESSING SENSE OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
THAT ALL AMERICANS SHOULD 
PARTICIPATE IN MOMENT OF SI-
LENCE TO REFLECT UPON SERV-
ICE AND SACRIFICE OF MEM-
BERS OF THE UNITED STATES 
ARMED FORCES 

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 953) expressing the 
sense of the House of Representatives 
that all Americans should participate 
in a moment of silence to reflect upon 
the service and sacrifice of members of 
the United States Armed Forces both 

at home and abroad, and their families, 
as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 953 

Whereas it was through the brave and 
noble efforts of the Nation’s forefathers that 
the United States first gained freedom and 
became a sovereign nation; 

Whereas there are more than 1,354,000 ac-
tive component and more than 1,100,000 re-
serve component members of the Armed 
Forces serving the Nation in support and de-
fense of the values and freedom that all 
Americans cherish; 

Whereas the members of the Armed Forces 
deserve the utmost respect and admiration 
of their fellow Americans for putting their 
lives in danger for the sake of the freedoms 
enjoyed by all Americans; 

Whereas the families of members of the 
Armed Forces make sacrifices commensu-
rate with the men and women of the Armed 
Forces; 

Whereas members of the Armed Forces are 
defending freedom and democracy around 
the globe and are playing a vital role in pro-
tecting the safety and security of all Ameri-
cans; 

Whereas the Nation officially celebrates 
and honors the accomplishments and sac-
rifices of veterans, patriots, and leaders who 
fought for freedom, this resolution pays trib-
ute to those who currently serve in the 
Armed Forces; 

Whereas all Americans should participate 
in a moment of silence to support our troops 
and their families; and 

Whereas March 26th, 2008, is designated as 
‘‘National Support Our Troops Day’’: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House 
of Representatives that all Americans should 
participate in a moment of silence to reflect 
upon the service and sacrifice of members of 
the United States Armed Forces both at 
home and abroad, and their families. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. MCINTYRE) and the 
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
KNOLLENBERG) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from North Carolina. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MCINTRYE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the resolution under consid-
eration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise tonight in support 

of H. Res. 953 honoring the service and 
sacrifice of the members of the United 
States Armed Forces, both at home 
and abroad, as well as their families. 

Every day we have servicemembers 
who volunteer to serve in harm’s way. 
They have volunteered to serve our 
great country and protect its citizens 
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from threats to liberty and our way of 
life. 

Indeed, by God’s grace, our Nation 
now celebrates 232 years of freedom 
this year, and it is due to the service 
and sacrifices that have been made 
throughout our history by the men and 
women of this country who have served 
in its military. 

This evening, it is no different. Just 
like in the past when young men and 
women stepped forward to serve, they 
continue to do so. However, the dif-
ference now of course is our Nation is 
at war. And today, these men and 
women are joining the military know-
ing they will be headed overseas, know-
ing they will be put in harm’s way, 
knowing that they will be sent away 
from their families and their loved 
ones and their communities. 

It takes tremendous courage, Mr. 
Speaker, and intestinal fortitude to 
come forward and wear the uniform, es-
pecially in today’s environment where 
we are fighting conflicts literally all 
around the world. I have spent time 
with many of our men and women in 
uniform, both at home and abroad, in 
many different countries and on dif-
ferent continents, and I have seen it in 
their eyes and heard it from the deep-
est part of their hearts as they have ex-
pressed their commitment, as I have 
seen their courage, and I have under-
stood their conviction to serve our 
country and to honor it, putting their 
very lives on the line. Their unselfish 
service and their sacrifice is quite evi-
dent. 

Whether it is our active duty per-
sonnel who have heard the call to duty 
or our Reserve component members 
who are our citizen soldiers who stand 
up to be counted to go out and serve 
and defend our values and freedom 
whenever called upon, we all are so ap-
preciative of the service that our men 
and women in uniform give. 

And we realize it is not just the 
servicemembers themselves, but also 
their families who are making sac-
rifices. The parents, the spouses, the 
children who go many months, a year, 
and sometimes even longer without 
seeing their loved ones. It is they who 
are constantly concerned, and have to 
go about life here without their son or 
daughter or husband or wife or mother 
or father or brother or sister. It is they 
who also sacrifice for this great coun-
try by yielding up a family member to 
go and serve on behalf of all of us. 

Whether it is missing the birth of a 
child or the first steps of a newborn, 
whether it is watching their child in a 
baseball game, as we approach the 
spring of the year, or missing a birth-
day or an anniversary, these are times 
that we know our families always cher-
ish and that families are sacrificing, to 
give up, in order to allow their loved 
ones to go and serve our country and 
protect all of our citizens so that all of 
us, from whatever background, what-

ever calling we may be answering in 
life, have the freedom to go about our 
daily lives and the businesses and other 
events in which we are involved. 

Our servicemembers are defending 
freedom and democracy around the 
world, and they are playing a vital role 
in protecting the safety and security of 
all Americans. 

This moment of silence this resolu-
tion puts forth will take place on 
March 26, 2008, to celebrate the Na-
tional Support Our Troops Day. It is 
just a small way that we as Americans 
can all show our pride and thanks for 
the many sacrifices made by our 
servicemembers and their families both 
at home and abroad. 

Although words are not enough to 
show how truly grateful we are to these 
families and to those in harm’s way, it 
is one way that we can say thank you. 
It is one way we can say Godspeed. It is 
one way that we can show that we are 
praying for their safety and for their 
guidance and their wisdom. 

I can tell you, as a member of the 
Armed Services Committee and as one 
who serves on the Subcommittee on 
Air and Land Forces and also on the 
Subcommittee on Terrorism, how in-
deed we truly do respect and are grate-
ful for our troops and what they are 
doing. 

As one who also represents a district 
that is sandwiched between Fort Bragg 
and Camp Lejeune, which is the home 
of many Reservists as well as National 
Guardsmen, we are very, very grateful 
for the service of all of those who are 
going forth on behalf of our country. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to speak to 
an issue very dear to me and very im-
portant to our Nation. In this country, 
we use holidays to remember the he-
roes of our past. We have among them 
Memorial Day, Veteran’s Day, Colum-
bus Day, Martin Luther King Day, and 
President’s Day. These are fitting trib-
utes for worthy heroes, but what of to-
day’s living heroes, our brave men and 
women on the front lines fighting in 
defense of our freedom? 

I believe that they, too, deserve spe-
cial recognition and praise. Our very 
ability to assemble here today is a di-
rect result of their actions. 

Two years ago, a young constituent 
of mine, Alexandra McGregor, pre-
sented me with the idea of a ‘‘National 
Support the Troops Day.’’ Alexandra 
had seen a news account of a fallen sol-
dier, and she had the idea that we 
should set aside a day to honor our 
great American heroes fighting on the 
front lines. 

I couldn’t agree with her more. 
Mr. Speaker, I stand here today, as I 

have before, because of Alexandra and 
others like her who believe we should 

and we must show our appreciation for 
the troops. 

This resolution calls for Americans 
to participate in a moment of silence 
on March 26 to recognize all of our ac-
tive duty troops. Alexandra chose this 
date for a very personal reason. It is 
the birth date of her grandfather, a 
World War II veteran who helped instill 
in her such a deep love of country. 

I might add, Alexandra was just 16 
years old. To this day, I’m moved to 
think that someone so young could 
have her priorities so straight. 

She put in a considerable amount of 
time and personal effort to see her idea 
become a reality. She went as far as to 
call a high school in each and every 
State to convince them of the impor-
tance of this issue. 

Such dedication only serves to under-
score the very reason for that resolu-
tion. American families strongly sup-
port our troops, and while so many of 
them fight abroad on our behalf, we 
should do everything we can to show 
our appreciation and thanks. I hope 
you will all join with me in support of 
this resolution and in support of the 
more than 1.5 million active duty 
troops who defend our freedoms each 
and every day. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, my 
thanks to Mr. KNOLLENBERG for his 
gracious comments. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in strong support of H. Res. 953 
‘‘Expressing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that all Americans should partici-
pate in a moment of silence to reflect upon the 
service and sacrifice of members of the United 
States Armed Forces both at home and 
abroad,’’ introduced by my distinguished col-
league from Michigan, Representative JOE 
KNOLLENBERG. This praiseworthy legislation 
will honor the lives, the work, and the memory 
of the countless men and women who every-
day sacrifice their lives for our freedom. 

Our great Nation officially celebrates and 
honors the accomplishments and sacrifices of 
veterans, patriots, and leaders who fought for 
freedom, but does not yet officially pay tribute 
to those who currently serve in the Armed 
Forces. 

Accordingly, I praise those individuals who 
currently continue to accept the challenges 
posed by fighting for our liberty. Let us look to 
the sky to honor the memory of these heroes 
who give their lives for the foundations of our 
democracy. These individuals represent the 
best in all of us and it is in their memory that 
we should devote ourselves to continuing what 
they began. By humbling ourselves and re-
serving a moment of silence, we give rev-
erence and recognition for those who make 
the ultimate sacrifice. Everyday, the men and 
women of our Armed Forces commence on a 
risky journey that many brave ones travel. In 
passing this important legislation, we effec-
tively recall the purpose for which our elite 
Armed Forces are so dedicated. 

Mr. Speaker, there are currently more than 
1,500,000 active and reserve component 
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members of the Armed Forces serving the 
United States in support and defense of the 
values and freedom that all Americans cher-
ish. Our Nation’s brave men and women in 
uniform are willing to give the ultimate sac-
rifice in order to ensure the freedoms enjoyed 
by every American remain intact. The debt we 
owe our Nation’s armed services cannot be 
quantified, the respect and admiration felt by 
all Americans hardly expressed; it is impera-
tive that we show the men and women who 
offer their lives each day to protect our own 
just how much their courage means to us. 

Mr. Speaker, words cannot convey or ade-
quately repay the debt that is owed. We can-
not sufficiently articulate the feelings of sorrow 
that are universally felt; however, we can pay 
those men and women of the Armed Forces 
no greater tribute than to honor their sacrifice 
with a moment of silence. The service that 
these brave individuals provide is priceless 
and will never go unrecognized. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting this important legislation, and, in so 
doing, giving our men and women in uniform 
the respect and recognition they deserve. 

Mr. MCINTYRE. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. MCINTYRE) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 953, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
IRAN—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 110–101) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs and ordered to be 
printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

The crisis between the United States 
and Iran constituted by the actions and 
policies of the Government of Iran that 
led to the declaration of a national 
emergency on March 15, 1995, has not 
been resolved. The actions and policies 
of the Government of Iran are contrary 
to the interests of the United States in 
the region and pose a continuing un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the 
national security, foreign policy, and 
economy of the United States. Iran re-
mains the world’s most active state 
sponsor of terrorism, and continues to 
provide lethal support to Lebanese 
Hizballah, HAMAS, Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad and numerous other terrorist or-
ganizations in the region, as well as to 
the Taliban in Afghanistan and various 

Iraqi militant groups. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emer-
gency declared with respect to Iran and 
maintain in force comprehensive sanc-
tions against Iran to respond to this 
threat. 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the 
anniversary date of its declaration, the 
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a 
notice stating that the emergency is to 
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent the enclosed notice 
to the Federal Register for publication, 
stating that the Iran emergency de-
clared on March 15, 1995, is to continue 
in effect beyond March 15, 2008. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 11, 2008. 

f 

b 2115 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. WIL-
SON of Ohio). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 18, 2007, and 
under a previous order of the House, 
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

SOMETHING WE CAN ALL AGREE 
ON: OUR TAX SYSTEM NEEDS 
HELP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, it’s 
springtime in Washington. We’re all 
anxiously awaiting the start of the 
spring baseball season, cherry blos-
soms, and of course April 15 when we 
all face the deadline for filing our Fed-
eral income tax. 

Now questions are often asked, paper 
or plastic, regular or decaf, conserv-
ative or liberal. Americans don’t al-
ways agree and don’t always see eye to 
eye. But there is one thing which a ma-
jority of us do agree on and agree on 
hands down, that our Federal tax sys-
tem needs serious help. According to a 
2007 Tax Foundation Study, 78 percent 
of Americans think the tax system 
needs a major overhaul. 

Everyone knows the problem. Each 
year Americans dedicate billions of 
hours and billions of dollars complying 
with a very complex Tax Code. In fact, 
in 2005, the average taxpayer paid al-
most $1,900 per household in compli-
ance costs. That means a taxpayer 
must work 6 days each year just to pay 
for the cost of preparing his or her Fed-
eral taxes for that year. 

Time is precious. Time is money. 
Time is fleeting. Time is precious, and 
we never have enough for raising our 

families. Time is money, and valuable 
resources are lost that could be spent 
on productive activities such as grow-
ing the economy and creating jobs. 
Time is fleeting. And we can never re-
claim those hours that we have spent 
complying with our very complex Tax 
Code. 

We all complain about paying taxes. 
We all complain about navigating the 
complex code. And the fact is, if the 
system was fair and simple, it would be 
a lot easier to follow and a lot easier to 
swallow. Americans don’t mind paying 
for roads, for a strong defense, or even 
for health care for your grandmother. 

The fact is, right now, we have a sit-
uation where two families can be living 
side by side, earn exactly identical in-
comes and face a very different tax li-
ability on April 15. The Smith family 
makes the same amount as the Jones 
family, and they’re forced to pay a 
higher share of the tax burden. 

The Declaration of Independence 
states that all men are created equal. 
Maybe it also should say all taxpayers 
should be created equal, and it should 
apply to the tax burden. 

Changes could be made within our ex-
isting system to improve it in the 
short term. Full expensing of business 
capital, permanently repealing the es-
tate tax, abolishing the alternative 
minimum tax are a few of the possibili-
ties. But fundamental tax reform 
would pay larger dividends. Just think 
of the jobs and economic growth that 
resulted when President Ronald 
Reagan cut the code in half back in 
1986. Let’s apply some of that same 
common sense that President Reagan 
used back in 1986 to streamlining to-
day’s unruly code in the 21st century. 

Simplicity and fairness demand that 
we replace our current system with a 
single rate system that taxes income 
only one time. Even the National Tax-
payer Advocate, Nina Olsen, rec-
ommended that lawmakers simplify 
the tax code. That was one of her rec-
ommendations in the 2007 annual re-
port to Congress. 

A faster, a flatter, a fairer tax struc-
ture would work and it’s pretty simple. 
Tax returns could be done on a single 
page, maybe even on a postcard. It 
could be accomplished in just a few 
steps. 

Time me now. Multiply your income 
by a fixed percentage, subtract a stand-
ard deduction, and the process is over. 
Fourteen seconds. Gone will be the 
stressful hours figuring out whether 
your military service or your marital 
status will adversely affect your re-
turn. No more headaches trying to de-
termine where the estimated tax pay-
ments go. Tax prep fees might be 
money spent on, I don’t know, some-
thing more rewarding. Maybe a vaca-
tion, maybe a personal day off, maybe 
even creating a new job. 

A single tax rate structure would 
eliminate taxes on capital gains, taxes 
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