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cities erupted as people were overcome 
by rage and horror at his assassination. 
We all suffered in the knowledge that 
someone who had been an inspiration 
to millions had been taken from us by 
an assassin’s bullet. 

It has been 40 years since his murder, 
but his legacy remains with us as we 
continue to pursue his vision of equal-
ity, fairness, and justice. Today, we are 
a nation of 300 million people; a nation 
in which one out of three Americans is 
a member of a minority group. His vi-
sion is just as important and inspira-
tional today as it was 40 years ago. 

We must never forget that our diver-
sity is one of our greatest strengths 
and one of our most important chal-
lenges. We must find a way to work 
and live together and to respect each 
other. Dr. King’s legacy of social jus-
tice charted the path for us. As he once 
said: ‘‘We must learn to live together 
as brothers or perish together as 
fools.’’ 

We have not always succeeded in 
achieving that goal. Dr. King’s work 
remains unfinished as we witness a re-
surgence of hate crimes and injustice 
and inequality still exist. We must al-
ways remain vigilant against those 
who preach hate and intolerance and 
believe that it is acceptable to deny 
others the rights that are guaranteed 
under the U.S. Constitution and bill of 
rights. 

Dr. King stood up to violence, big-
otry, and intolerance in our country to 
ensure that all of us can live free of 
prejudice and hatred. Today, on the 
40th anniversary of his death, it is im-
portant that we remember his sacrifice 
and pledge to continue his fight for 
greater opportunities for all. 

f 

NATIONAL EYE DONOR MONTH 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, March is 
National Eye Donor Month. In fact, it’s 
the 25th anniversary of that proud tra-
dition. 

Each March since 1983, the eye donor 
community has gathered to celebrate 
the gift of sight, to honor past donors 
and their families, and to raise aware-
ness about eye donation. 

I want to thank those who have given 
this amazing gift and to encourage 
more Americans to become eye donors. 

Eye donation is an incredible thing. 
Precious corneas harvested from do-
nated eyes can restore vision that’s 
been lost to disease or injury or infec-
tion. Most of us take our vision for 
granted. 

We read our books, watch our chil-
dren grow, and find our loved ones in a 
crowded room—and don’t give it a sec-
ond thought. But what if you lost that 
ability, that gift of sight—or never had 
it at all. An estimated 11.4 million peo-
ple have severe visual problems that 
are not correctable by glasses. 

Eighty million people suffer from po-
tentially blinding eye disease; 1.1 mil-

lion people are legally blind. But there 
is hope. Through the miracle of trans-
plantation, it is possible to restore 
sight. 

Each year, 44,000 sight-restoring cor-
neal transplants are performed. 

Eye banks like the Central Ohio 
Lions Eye Bank change people’s lives. 
Shirley Jacobs knows this first hand. 
Shirley was living with Fuchs dys-
trophy, a genetic degenerative corneal 
disease. The disease robbed her of clear 
vision. It limited her independence and 
her ability to do her job. Then she re-
ceived a corneal transplant at the Cen-
tral Ohio Lions Eye Bank. Her first 
words after the surgery were, ‘‘This is 
a miracle! I can see you, I can see 
you!’’ 

That is amazing. But so many more 
people are waiting. 

In Ohio alone, 1,600 people each year 
could have their sight restored through 
corneal transplants. But there aren’t 
enough organs available. We need to 
get the word out and reach people who 
would donate if given the choice. We 
must raise public awareness of the need 
for eye donors and the ways to sign up. 

I encourage my colleagues to work 
with their local eye banks and the Eye 
Bank Association of America to pro-
mote the precious gift of eye donation. 
I also encourage Americans to consider 
designating themselves as organ donors 
on their driver’s licenses. It is the best 
way to make your end-of-life wishes 
known and to give the gift of sight. I 
urge my colleagues and fellow citizens 
to consider becoming an eye donor. 
Thousands of people around the coun-
try are waiting for it. 
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PRESIDENT’S VETO OF THE INTEL-
LIGENCE AUTHORIZATION ACT 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, America 

is a great and good Nation that has 
been a beacon to the world on human 
rights. Nothing should be simpler than 
for a President of the United States to 
stand up and say, clearly, that this 
country does not engage in cruel and 
abusive interrogation practices such as 
waterboarding; that those practices are 
abhorrent and illegal. It saddens me 
greatly—but does not surprise me— 
that this President has, once again, re-
fused to make that simple statement. 
By vetoing the intelligence authoriza-
tion bill because of a provision that 
would reemphasize that waterboarding 
and other forms of torture are illegal, 
he has added to the shameful legacy of 
this administration. 

Let me be clear. This provision 
should not have been necessary. 
Waterboarding and other forms of tor-
ture are already clearly illegal. 
Waterboarding has been recognized as 
torture for the last 500 years. President 
Teddy Roosevelt prosecuted American 
soldiers for waterboarding more than 
100 years ago. We prosecuted Japanese 
soldiers for waterboarding Americans 
during World War II. 

I supported this provision, despite 
the fact that there is no question that 
waterboarding is already illegal, be-
cause this administration has chosen 
to flout the rule of law. They have ad-
mitted they have engaged in 
waterboarding, otherwise known as 
water torture, and they refuse to say 
they will not do it again. The positions 
they have taken publicly on this sub-
ject are so destructive to the core val-
ues of this Nation and our standing in 
the world that both Houses of this Con-
gress have chosen to emphasize, again, 
that our Government is not permitted 
to use these shameful techniques. His 
veto, while another in a series of self- 
interested acts, does nothing to make 
waterboarding any less illegal and ab-
horrent. 

Waterboarding is torture. It always 
has been torture. William Safire in a 
recent article in The New York Times 
Magazine traced the derivation of the 
term ‘‘waterboarding.’’ It was a 
chilling history, but most disturbing 
was this recitation of how it was per-
formed on our own servicemembers: 

[I]n 1953, a U.S. fighter pilot told United 
Press that North Korean captors gave him 
the ‘water treatment’ in which ‘they would 
bend my head back, put a towel over my face 
and pour water over the towel. I could not 
breathe. . . . When I would pass out, they 
would shake me and begin again.’ 

The greatest tragedy of the Presi-
dent’s veto is that he has made it hard-
er to protect Americans and our own 
servicemembers from this form of tor-
ture. This administration has so twist-
ed America’s role, law, and values that 
our own State Department and high- 
ranking officials in our Department of 
Defense, and even our Attorney Gen-
eral, are not permitted to say that the 
waterboarding of an American is ille-
gal. Only our enemies can take comfort 
in the President’s veto. It sacrifices 
America’s high moral ground and the 
force of international standards and 
says that high-ranking American offi-
cials agree with them that 
waterboarding is a legal and a useful 
interrogation ‘‘technique.’’ It sends the 
signal that they are as free to use the 
‘‘technique’’ as the Bush administra-
tion was, if they determine it to be in 
their best interest. That is how low we 
have sunk. 

I confirmed in questioning the Direc-
tor of the FBI just last week that in its 
counterterrorism efforts, the FBI con-
tinues to follow proscriptions against 
coercive interrogations. Our top mili-
tary lawyers and our generals and ad-
mirals also understand this issue. They 
have said consistently that 
waterboarding is torture and is illegal. 
They have told us again and again at 
hearings and in letters that intel-
ligence gathered through cruel tech-
niques like waterboarding is not reli-
able and that our use and endorsement 
of these techniques puts our brave men 
and women serving in the Armed 
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