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woman who has exemplified the finest quali-
ties of citizenship and leadership by taking an 
active part in the Girl Scouts of America, and 
earning the most prestigious award of Girl 
Scout Gold Award. 

Elizabeth has been very active with her 
troop, participating in many scout activities. In 
order to receive the prestigious Gold Award, 
Elizabeth has completed all seven require-
ments that promote community service, per-
sonal and spiritual growth, positive values and 
leadership skills. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Elizabeth Cruz for her ac-
complishments with the Girl Scouts of America 
and for her efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Girl Scout Gold Award. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA COURT, OFFENDER 
SUPERVISION, PAROLE, AND 
PUBLIC DEFENDER EMPLOYEES 
EQUITY ACT OF 2008 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 12, 2008 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, today Con-
gressman TOM DAVIS (R–VA) and I introduced 
a bill that will correct a long overdue oversight 
affecting the non-judicial employees of the 
D.C. Courts, the Court Services and Offender 
Supervision Agency, CSOSA, and the D.C. 
Public Defender Service, PDS. 

Under the 1997 National Capital Revitaliza-
tion and Self-Government Improvement Act of 
1997, the Federal Government took over the 
operation of the District of Columbia Courts 
and related services making the non-judicial 
employees of the D.C. Courts and the employ-
ees of CSOSA Federal employees. In 1998, 
employees of PDS were similarly transferred 
as part of the District of Columbia Courts and 
Justice Technical Collections Act. As Federal 
employees, these court, CSOSA and PDS em-
ployees were brought under the Federal Re-
tirement Program, FERS. However, for the 
employees transferred in 1997 and in 1998, 
‘‘creditable service’’ for the purposes of deter-
mining when they would be eligible to retire 
and the amount of annuity they would be enti-
tled to under FERS only began from the date 
of the transfer. That is, the 1997 and 1998 
laws made no provision for treating their year 
of service as court and related services em-
ployees prior to these laws as creditable serv-
ice for retirement. 

Accordingly, the bill we introduced today will 
amend these laws to require that the time 
served by these employees before 1997 will 
count towards their overall Federal retirement 
eligibility as ‘‘creditable service.’’ So for exam-
ple, if an employee is 60 years old today and 
has worked 20 years (i.e., since 1985) for the 
D.C. Courts, under our bill he would be eligi-
ble for Federal retirement today (whereas 
without our bill he would have to work another 
12 years). 

I should also note that to avoid the problem 
of ‘‘double dipping,’’ since the employees are 
still entitled to their D.C. retirement benefits 
(based upon their work status up until 1997), 

our bill does not count the pre-1997 years 
spent as D.C. government employees towards 
the amount of Federal retirement annuity an 
employee is eligible to receive. 

However, it is only fair and just that the 
court and related services employees who 
started their jobs with the expectation that 
would be able to retire without penalty after 20 
years of service or more should be allowed to 
do so. Our bill today does just that, it restores 
their ‘‘lost time.’’ 

f 

CELEBRATING THE GRANADA 
THEATER 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 12, 2008 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the Granada Theater located in Mt. 
Vernon, Illinois, as the community celebrates 
its 70th anniversary. 

The Granada Theater was designed in 1937 
by the Boller Brothers and was recently re-
opened to the public with a weekend long 
celebration. Many wonderful memories were 
shared by community members who recalled 
the original theater and several great movie 
classics. The announcement that Pearl Harbor 
had been attacked and the first air condi-
tioning system in the theater were among 
many unforgettable memories. However, one 
of the greatest memories that will be shared 
for years to come was created that night with 
the relighting of the marquee. 

Countless hours of hard work and dedica-
tion from community members, along with 
local businesses, came together to make this 
celebration possible. Along with the memories 
shared there were theatrical performances, 
and the first movie was shown in the ren-
ovated theater. The renovated theater is in-
tended to be used for other community events, 
such as dinner theaters and wedding recep-
tions. 

I am pleased to congratulate the Granada 
Theater on its 70th anniversary celebration. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RON KLEIN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 12, 2008 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
today I submit a record of how I would have 
voted on Tuesday, March 11, when I was un-
avoidably detained. Had I voted, I would have 
voted ‘‘no’’ on rollcall No. 120. 

f 

HONORING GLORIA CHESTNUT 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 12, 2008 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Gloria Chestnut, a native of Wash-

ington, DC, whose lifelong dream was to fur-
ther her education. However, she was faced 
with a critical decision, as she was a single 
mother, sole provider in her home and yet 
would have to learn to cope with the chal-
lenges of being a student with homework as 
well as being a full-time breadwinner. Yet she 
did just that, beginning her amazing journey at 
the age of 45. 

In 1988, Gloria did continue her educational 
dream by enrolling in Medgar Evers College 
and was still a liberal arts student there when 
she retired from the U.S. Postal Service after 
27 years of service. She began an introspec-
tive search into what would ultimately be her 
true calling. After graduating with an associ-
ates degree from Medgar Evers College, she 
entered the Graduate Center CUNY B.A./B.S. 
program and began classes at Brooklyn Col-
lege in 1995. 

It was there in 1997 during a class in the 
radio and television masters program, when a 
fellow classmate shared his experience with 
Brooklyn Community Access Television, 
BCAT, that she realized her future potential. 
Here she was, a 67-year-old mother, grand-
mother of seven, and a great-grandmother of 
two found a career in the arts through the 
venues of film, video, radio, and television. 
Gloria volunteers much of her time assisting 
producers with their productions as well as ed-
iting her own weekly show at BCAT. She pro-
duces weekly shows that reflect spirituality: 
‘‘Expressions of Faith’’ and ‘‘Expressions of 
Faith Ministries’’ are programs that explore 
faith and the healing power of prayer. 

Gloria Chestnut is a member of various or-
ganizations: GAMA, Grandmothers As Moth-
ers Again; United Parents For Justice; Church 
Women United; JPAC, Jewish Association for 
Services for the Aged; NCNW, National Coun-
cil of Negro Women; AARP Brooklyn Chapter 
#180; St. Gabriel and Ft. Greene Senior Cen-
ters; JASA, Institute for Senior Actions, as a 
former volunteer cameraperson for Jazz 966 
and Jazzy Jazz. As an independent producer, 
Gloria has numerous productions to her credit: 
Aids in the Black Church; The Messiah Is 
Coming; The Real Life of Harriet Tubman; 
Malachi Roots Revisited; Mighty Men in the 
Bible; and many more. 

Madam Speaker, I believe that it is incum-
bent on this body to recognize the accomplish-
ments of Gloria Chestnut as she offers her tal-
ents and services for the betterment of our 
community. Since 1999 she has been re-
warded the Hardy Smallwood Foundation 
Community Service Award, first place 
PEGASY Religious Import Award, third place 
in the Alliance for Community Media/Northeast 
Region Festival, Women’s History Month Ac-
cess Fund Award, Bethune Recognition Award 
for Loyal and Faithful Service, and the Inter-
national Library of Photography Editor’s 
Choice Award. 

Madam Speaker, Gloria Chestnut is a re-
markable woman who demonstrates that she 
has reinvented the wheel as a senior citizen 
with a wonderful second career as a video 
producer. 
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RECOGNIZING THE SECOND AN-

NUAL CESAR CHAVEZ CITIZENS 
MARCH 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 12, 2008 

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I ask the 
House of Representatives to join me in recog-
nizing the second annual Cesar Chavez Citi-
zens March in my hometown of Flint, Michi-
gan. The March will be held on March 29th to 
coincide with the 81st birthday of Cesar Cha-
vez. 

The Hispanic Latino Collaborative of Gen-
esee County is sponsoring the Citizens March. 
The March will start on the campus of the Uni-
versity of Michigan-Flint, proceed down Cha-
vez Drive, and conclude back on campus with 
a luncheon and reception. A fundraiser to help 
the United Farm Workers will be held in con-
junction with the March. 

Flint Michigan was the first community in the 
Nation to pay tribute to Cesar Chavez by nam-
ing a street in his honor 21 years ago. Cesar 
Chavez was an indefatigable fighter for the 
rights of migrant workers. He founded the Na-
tional Farm Workers Association and the 
United Farm Workers. His 5-year nonviolent 
boycott against California grape growers at-
tracted international attention and led to the 
signing of the first union contract with the 
United Farm Workers. In 1994, one year after 
his death, Cesar Chavez was awarded the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating the Hispanic Latino Collaborative of 
Genesee County for bringing to the forefront 
the life and work of Cesar Chavez, and keep-
ing his memory alive for future generations. 
Cesar Chavez changed the world for the bet-
ter and his life is an inspiration to all persons 
seeking justice, parity, and enhanced working 
conditions for everyone. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CENTRAL 
FLORIDA BALLET 

HON. TOM FEENEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 12, 2008 

Mr. FEENEY. Madam Speaker, the Central 
Florida Ballet’s ‘‘Children Series,’’ has created 
a performance in tribute to all who suffered in 
the 9/11 tragedy. This moving performance of 
‘‘9/11—An American Moment’’ not only pays 
tribute to the men and women who tragically 
lost their lives that fateful September day, but 
also stirs our patriotism. 

Performed by children, the performance 
captures the poignancy of tested and proven 
American courage, resolve and pride in re-
sponse to the World Trade Center attack. 

Central Florida Ballet is the only company in 
the Nation to have choreographed a ballet 
based on this fateful day in American history. 
They chose to approach this complex subject 
motivated by two strong reasons: first to edu-
cate; and second to pay tribute to the thou-
sands of victims. 

The performance is emotionally stirring. 
Some scenes contain live recordings of the 
events that unfolded that fateful morning. The 
end, however, is both patriotic and uplifting. 
Our national anthem is played and the audi-
ence rises and sings in unison with the per-
formers. 

I could not be prouder of our Orange Coun-
ty students and professionals for their dedica-
tion and respect in putting together this pro-
duction. Together we honor part of our herit-
age as an American people. 

f 

HONORING DR. MYRAH BROWN 
GREEN 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 12, 2008 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the accomplishments of Dr. 
Myrah Brown Green, who is currently an Ad-
junct/Assistant Professor of Art History at 
Medgar Evers College in Brooklyn, New York. 
She is an Art Historian, Fiber/Surface De-
signer and a Professional Quilt Artist and has 
been the Program Director of the Crown 
Heights Youth Collective in Brooklyn for the 
past thirty years. 

Her quilts are in a number of private collec-
tions including the homes of personal collec-
tors and academic institutions. ‘‘At the Cross’’ 
has been acquired by the Smithsonian’s Ana-
costia Museum in Washington, DC. Myrah’s 
quilt exhibitions include one woman shows at 
the Cacciloa and Back Room Galleries in New 
York. Other shows include the national trav-
eling exhibit, Textural Rhythm: Constructing 
the Jazz Tradition, Threads of Faith, at the 
American Bible Society, Open House at the 
Brooklyn Museum of Art, Parallel Threads at 
the New England Quilt Museum, Six Con-
tinents of Quilts through the American Craft 
Museum at the Payne Webster Gallery in New 
York. 

In addition to her remarkable career in 
quilts, Myrah teaches both art and history 
along with quilting techniques within a variety 
of art programs and academic institutions. Her 
tenure as a docent at the Brooklyn Museum of 
Art from 1999–2006 afforded her the oppor-
tunity to perform tours in galleries of Africa, 
Native America, 18th and 19th Century period 
rooms and American and European paintings. 
Her quilts appear in a number of quilt publica-
tions including Fiber Art Magazine, Spirit of 
the Cloth: Contemporary African American 
Quilts, Threads of Faith and Textural 
Rhythms: Constructing the Jazz Tradition. She 
is also the author of African Rhythms, a chap-
ter included in the book, Rodale’s Successful 
Quilting Library: Choosing Quilting Designs. 
Currently, Dr. Green has written a book enti-
tled, ‘‘Pieces of a World: Foundation Pieced 
Symbols From Around the Globe’’ that is due 
to appear on book shelves later this year. 

Myrah’s PhD. in Interdisciplinary Studies 
with a focus in Art History is themed: The 
Presence of African Symbols in Modern Art. 
She created a lecture entitled, The Presence 
of World Symbols in Quilt Making, which was 
presented at the Storytellers in Cloth Con-

ference, Connecticut, the Museum of the 
American Folk Art, Pratt Institute, New York 
and the Cheik Anta Diop Conference in Penn-
sylvania. Dr. Myrah Brown Green is a member 
of the Quilter’s Guild of Brooklyn, the Amer-
ican Quilt Study Group, the Studio Art Quilt 
Association, Chairperson of Women of Color 
Quilters Network, Inc. Finally, she is the Direc-
tor and Co-Founder of ‘‘Tell Mama Now’’ a 
mentoring program for girls interested in Art 
and Art History. 

Madame Speaker, it is important for us to 
recognize the successful endeavors of Dr. 
Myrah Brown Green and her talented gifts as 
an inspirational quilter. I am pleased to con-
gratulate her today. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO CLAUDINE 
WILLIAMS 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 12, 2008 

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor my longtime friend Claudine Williams, 
Chairman of Community Affairs at Harrah’s 
Las Vegas and congratulate her for being hon-
ored by the American Heart Association for 
her contributions and support of promoting 
heart health for women. 

Ms. Claudine Williams has been an exem-
plary citizen and businesswoman since she 
and her husband Shelby moved to Nevada in 
1964. Claudine serves on countless boards of 
directors in Las Vegas and the State of Ne-
vada including the Las Vegas Chamber of 
Commerce and Nevada State Commission on 
Tourism. For her service and generosity to the 
community, Claudine was inducted into the 
Nevada Business Hall of Fame at the Univer-
sity of Nevada Las Vegas in 2004. 

In addition to her many professional suc-
cesses, Claudine has earned numerous acco-
lades from her peers and other notable organi-
zations. Among those many awards and hon-
ors, Claudine has been named Humanitarian 
of the Year by the Muscular Dystrophy Asso-
ciation (1998), Educator of the Year by the 
Nevada Hospitality Foundation (2002), and 
Woman of the Year by the Nevada Dance 
Theater (1996). Claudine has also established 
endowment scholarships for education at the 
William F. Harrah School of Hotel Administra-
tion at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. 
She was honored by the university in 1990 
with the dedication of the Claudine Williams 
Residence Hall. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to recognize 
my good friend Claudine. Her hard work and 
efforts on behalf of the community should be 
emulated. I applaud Claudine Williams on her 
success and I wish her the best in her future 
endeavors. 
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