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PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION AND 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 12, 2008 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize that Americans took 10.3 
billion trips on public transportation in 2007, 
and recognize the significant impact public 
transit use can have on improving the environ-
ment. This growth in transit usage represents 
a 2.1 percent increase over 2006, and is the 
highest level of transit ridership our country 
has experienced in the past 50 years. In the 
last decade alone, public transportation use 
has been more than double the growth rate of 
the population and up substantially over the 
growth rate for vehicle miles traveled on our 
Nation’s highways for that same period. The 
American public has proven that riding tran-
sit—especially at such record levels—helps re-
lieve congestion in our crowded cities, ad-
dresses climate change and energy independ-
ence, and improves the daily lives of our citi-
zens. 

Public Transportation and its relationship to 
the environment is further explored in a new 
study from the Transportation Research Board 
and the Division on Earth and Life Studies of 
the National Research Council entitled ‘‘Poten-
tial Impacts of Climate Change on U.S. Trans-
portation’’ (Special Report 290). This report 
highlights the consequences of climate change 
for the infrastructure and operations of U.S. 
transportation. Specifically, the report provides 
an overview of the scientific consensus on 
those current and future climate changes of 
particular relevance to U.S. transportation; 
identifies potential impacts on all transpor-
tation modes; examines adaptation options; 
and offers recommendations for both research 
and actions that can be taken to prepare for 
climate change. 

The report also summarizes important strat-
egies for reducing transportation-related emis-
sions of carbon dioxide (CO2)—the primary 
greenhouse gas that contributes to climate 
change. Currently, public transportation plays 
a vital role in reducing emissions because it 
produces less carbon monoxide, fewer volatile 
organic compounds, and nearly half as much 
carbon dioxide and nitrogen oxides for every 
passenger mile traveled as compared to trav-
eling with private vehicles. Using public trans-
portation helps the Nation save 1.4 billion gal-
lons of gasoline every year, the equivalent of 
108 million cars filling up, about 300,000 tanks 
of gas each day. If Americans rode transit at 
the rate of 10 percent of daily travel, the U.S. 
would reduce its dependence on oil imported 
from the Persian Gulf by more than 40 per-
cent. 

For these reasons and more, I support pub-
lic transportation and pledge to continue the 
strong Federal partnership with our local com-
munities in providing the necessary resources 
to offer even more citizens the opportunity to 
choose transit for their daily commutes. In-
creased Federal support for public transpor-
tation will only further the national goals of ad-
dressing climate change, reducing our de-
pendency on foreign oil, and renewing our 
commitment to environmental stewardship. 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO PENDER 
RHYNES 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 12, 2008 

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Pender Rhynes, a retired Chief Mas-
ter Sergeant for the United States Air Force. 

Pender Rhynes was born on June 23, 1945 
in Campbellton, Florida. After graduating high 
school in 1963, Pender joined the United 
States Air Force, where he served twenty-six 
and a half years before retiring. He served five 
different stateside tours and three overseas 
tours, including the Vietnam War. During the 
Vietnam War, Pender was a team leader and 
he was responsible for making major repairs 
on many F–105 Fighter-Bomber aircraft. He 
also worked with F–117A Stealth Fighters at 
Nellis Air Force Base in Nevada. When 
Pender retired from the United States Air 
Force, he had earned the Rank of Chief Mas-
ter Sergeant, which is the highest attainable 
enlisted rank in the U.S. Air Force. 

Since his retirement, Pender has worked for 
the State of Nevada Unemployment Insurance 
Claims Office in Las Vegas. He has worked 
there as a Career Enhancement Program 
Representative and has since been appointed 
manager. He has achieved some of the high-
est production ever, helping thousands of Ne-
vadans receive the training they need to attain 
successful employment. Pender is married to 
Gloria Olds and they have two sons, Anthony 
and Phillip. Pender also is the proud grand-
father of seven wonderful grandchildren. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor 
Pender Rhynes. I would like to thank him for 
his service to our country and our community. 
I wish him the very best in his current suc-
cesses and his future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING THE MADISON HIGH 
SCHOOL GIRLS GYMNASTICS TEAM 

HON. STEPHANIE HERSETH SANDLIN 
OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 12, 2008 

Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN. Madam Speaker, 
on February 15, 2008, the Madison High 
School girls gymnastics team from my State of 
South Dakota won its 14th consecutive state 
championship. This accomplishment sets a 
national record for consecutive gymnastics 
State titles. 

The Bulldogs’ streak began in 1995 with a 
narrow victory over Stanley County High 
School and has continued through this sea-
son’s dominant victory over runner-up Britton- 
Hecla High School. 

Madison’s list of accomplishments goes 
deeper than just a national record. The Bull-
dogs’ victory streak is the longest in South Da-
kota history—for any sport—and the team 
holds the State record for highest team score 
in their class. In addition, Madison gymnasts 
have won 47 individual State titles during the 
streak, setting State class records for the bal-
ance beam, floor exercise and vault. In addi-

tion, Madison’s Kristen Osterberg set a record 
with 14 career State titles from 1996 to 2001. 

Led by former coach Linda Collignon and 
current coach Maridee Dossett, Madison has 
set a standard by which teams from all across 
the country can be judged. With a focus on 
team success first, the Madison gymnastics 
program doesn’t just produce champions, it 
also creates individuals better prepared to 
take on all the challenges life can present. 

Madam Speaker, it is with enduring pride 
and respect that I rise today in recognition of 
the Madison gymnastics team on the occasion 
of their record-breaking achievement. Their 
achievement is not only measured in the 
dominating statistics of their string of victories 
over fourteen years, but also in how they work 
together as a team in their commitment to ex-
cellence. The Madison gymnastics team has 
proven itself worthy to be counted among the 
most dominant high school athletic dynasties 
in the Nation. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DR. JAMES E. 
HANSEN 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 12, 2008 

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Dr. James E. Hansen, the Di-
rector of the NASA Goddard Institute for 
Space Studies, as this year’s recipient of the 
Desert Research Institute’s 21st Annual Ne-
vada Medal. This award is Nevada’s highest 
achievement in the area of scientific study and 
research. 

The Nevada Medal was first given out in 
1988 and has been bestowed annually upon a 
scientist whose work has great impact on the 
field of science and engineering. Dr. Hansen 
joins an esteemed list of recipients. 

Dr. Hansen earned all of his degrees from 
the University of Iowa which includes a Bach-
elor of Arts in Physics and Mathematics, a 
Masters of Science in Astronomy, and a Ph.D. 
in Physics. In addition to his numerous publi-
cations, research and his work with NASA, Dr. 
Hansen is also a professor at Columbia Uni-
versity. 

He has studied the effects of greenhouse 
gases throughout his career and has devel-
oped and applied various models to note the 
effects these gases have on climate change 
and other areas. Dr. Hansen has been a con-
sistent speaker warning about the possible ef-
fects of greenhouse gas emissions and the 
possible benefits of decreasing these gases 
being emitted. 

I wish to also congratulate the Desert Re-
search Institute on another year of service and 
their continued success in the areas of quality 
of the air, the water, and the land that sur-
rounds us. The effects of their tireless work 
and research are felt throughout Nevada and 
across the globe. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor Mr. 
James E. Hansen for being selected as this 
year’s recipient of the Nevada Medal pre-
sented by the Desert Research Institute. 
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NATIONAL PEACE CORPS WEEK 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 12, 2008 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to take a minute to recognize an 
enduring legacy of John F. Kennedy—the 
Peace Corps—in recognition of its 47th anni-
versary this year and to commend 44 constitu-
ents from Northern Virginia currently serving in 
38 countries around the world. It is an honor 
to serve with the likes of my colleague and 
friend CHRIS SHAYS and others in this body 
and the other who served our country in the 
enhancement of citizen diplomacy. I hope all 
Americans will join us in supporting and ex-
panding this enduring commitment to convey 
our values as a nation. 

As Fareed Zakaria wrote: ‘‘We must begin 
to think about life after Bush—a cheering pros-
pect for his foes, a dismaying one for his fans 
(however few there may be at the moment). In 
10 months he will be a private citizen, giving 
speeches to insurance executives. America, 
however, will have to move on and restore its 
place in the world. To do this we must first 
tackle the consequences of our foreign policy 
of fear. Having spooked ourselves into believ-
ing that we have no option but to act fast, 
alone, unilaterally and preemptively, we have 
managed in six years to destroy decades of 
international good will, alienate allies, em-
bolden enemies and yet solve few of the 
major international problems we face.’’ 

The London Financial Times last December 
reported that the U.S. has suffered a signifi-
cant loss of power and prestige around the 
world in the years since the beginning of this 
century, limiting our ability to influence inter-
national crises, according to an annual survey 
from a well regarded British security think- 
tank. The 2007 Strategic Survey of the non- 
partisan International Institute for Strategic 
Studies picked the decline of U.S. authority as 
one of the most important security develop-
ments of the past year—but suggested the 
fading of American prestige began earlier, 
largely due to its failings in Iraq. 

One of our most special and effective citizen 
agencies of public diplomacy is the Peace 
Corps. Think of this—more than 187,000 vol-
unteers have served this venerable legacy of 
former President Kennedy, serving in 139 
countries—where they bring our values to 
other peoples, and bring understanding and 
appreciation of other cultures back home. 

The greatest gift of the Peace Corps and 
other civilian programs is not just that ordinary 
Americans share their values and our culture 
with other peoples, but also that when volun-
teers return, they bring greater understanding 
and appreciation of other cultures. 

Foreign policy is not just what we do, but 
also who we are. America as a place has 
often been the great antidote to U.S. foreign 
policy—and it should be again. Mr. Zakaria 
writes that ‘‘When American actions across 
the world have seemed harsh, misguided or 
unfair, America itself has always been open, 
welcoming and tolerant * * *’’ 

At the end of the day, our openness is our 
greatest foreign policy. We have succeeded 

not because of the ingenuity of our govern-
ment, but rather because of efforts like this 
unique program to keep ourselves open to the 
world—to sending our people out across the 
countries of the world to share our unique cul-
ture, our goods and services, our ideas and 
inventions, our people and cultures. This 
openness, this civilian diplomacy, has allowed 
us to make friends across boundaries. It will 
be central to our place as a Nation in the fu-
ture. 

This week, as we celebrate National Peace 
Corps Week, we honor the more than 190,000 
volunteers who have served in 139 developing 
countries since President Kennedy’s call to 
service in 1961—and I honor 44 of my con-
stituents currently serving our country in 
places as diverse as China, Mali, Azerbaijan, 
Macedonia, El Salvador, and Namibia. This 
can be lonely and demanding service but 
service that can create enduring friendships 
and values that transcend boundaries and cul-
tures. 

Today, more than 8,000 Peace Corps volun-
teers around the world are currently providing 
training and education in 74 countries. These 
volunteers each donate their time and skills for 
over two years, in order to make a difference 
in the world and to promote understanding be-
tween cultures. By offering their valuable skills 
and showing a passion for helping others, they 
show the world that Americans value learning 
and cross-cultural exchange. 

Volunteers work in areas of education, 
health and HIV/AIDS, business development, 
environment, agriculture and youth, and must 
often be creative and flexible when living and 
working in new cultures and learning new lan-
guages. The resulting experience is rewarding 
for all involved, and it highlights the impor-
tance of cooperation and involvement between 
cultures around the globe. 

When volunteers return home and share 
their overseas experiences with their commu-
nities, the Peace Corps helps Americans as 
much as the people in developing countries. 
From recent college graduates to doctors with 
decades of experience, volunteers choose to 
use their valuable skills and education to help 
people all over the world, but their work af-
fects their lives long after returning home. 

This week we remember the dedication and 
passion of Peace Corps volunteers, young 
and old, current and returned. We thank them 
for their service, and encourage more Ameri-
cans to volunteer with the Peace Corps. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO ROBERT 
CONGDON 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 12, 2008 

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor United States Army Staff Sergeant 
Robert Congdon, for his heroic efforts in sav-
ing five lives while under heavy enemy gunfire 
on January 18, 2008 in Iraq. 

Robert is a native of the Las Vegas commu-
nity. He is a graduate of Bonanza High 
School. He was a former local lifeguard, para-
medic, and is currently an active member of 

the United States Army. Robert is currently 
stationed in Georgia, where his wife Bonnie 
and two year old daughter Samantha reside. 
Robert’s parents, Margaret and Gary Congdon 
reside in Las Vegas, Nevada along with his 
sister, Crystal Hill. His younger brother Mi-
chael is also in the United States Army and he 
is stationed in Sparks, Nevada. 

Robert is currently on his second tour in 
Iraq. His first was with the 101st Airborne Divi-
sion. On January 18, 2008, Robert was caught 
dodging bullets from a sniper while trying to 
rescue five soldiers wounded from a roadside 
blast on a Stryker armored vehicle. He found 
himself close enough to the blast to race to-
ward his wounded comrades, and was able to 
avoid any other improvised explosive devices 
that might be nearby. Robert successfully res-
cued three of the wounded, and on his way 
back for the two remaining wounded soldiers, 
a sniper opened fire. He alerted other military 
personnel in the vicinity about the situation at 
hand, but he knew that he had to help his two 
remaining comrades to safety because of the 
severity of their wounds. Robert and medical 
personnel assisted in dragging the two men 
nearly the distance of a football field and 
bringing them to safety. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor 
United States Army Staff Sergeant Robert 
Congdon for his dedication to the United 
States Army, and dedication to his comrades. 
His leadership is a true testament of his honor 
and devotion to our nation. I am proud to rep-
resent this hero and the many others from the 
great state of Nevada. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 12, 2008 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, on March 
10, 2008, I was unavoidably detained and was 
not able to record my votes for rollcall Nos. 
111–123. 

Had I been present I would have voted: 
Rollcall No. 111—‘‘no’’—On Motion to Ad-

journ. 
Rollcall No. 112—‘‘no’’—On Motion to Ad-

journ. 
Rollcall No. 113—‘‘no’’—On Motion to Ad-

journ. 
Rollcall No. 114—‘‘no’’—On Motion to Ad-

journ. 
Rollcall No. 115—‘‘yes’’—Congratulating 

Iowa State University of Science and Tech-
nology for 150 years of leadership and serv-
ice. 

Rollcall No. 116—‘‘yes’’—On Motion to table 
the appeal of the ruling of the Chair. 

Rollcall No. 117—‘‘yes’’—The Intelligence 
Authorization Act of 2008. 

Rollcall No. 118—‘‘yes’’—Congratulating the 
University of Kansas football team for winning 
the 2008 FedEx Orange Bowl and having the 
most successful year in program history. 

Rollcall No. 119—‘‘yes’’—Congratulating the 
women’s water polo team of the University of 
California, Los Angeles, for winning the 2007 
NCAA Division I Women’s Water Polo Na-
tional Championship, and congratulating UCLA 
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