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In the fall of 1930, Henrietta Bell, who 

would later marry Wallace Wells, was a 
freshman in an English class taught by 
Tolson. The professor urged her to try out 
for the debate team, because she seemed to 
be able to think on her feet. She was the 
first woman on the team. 

In an interview with The Houston Chron-
icle in 2007, she said the boys ‘‘didn’t seem to 
mind me.’’ 

But the work was far from easy. Bell at-
tended classes during the day, had three 
campus jobs and practiced debating at night. 
The intensity of debating was reflected in 
Tolson’s characterization of it as ‘‘a blood 
sport.’’ 

But the hard work paid off. In the inter-
view with The Chronicle, Wells declared, 
‘‘We weren’t intimidated.’’ 

Henrietta Pauline Bell was born on the 
banks of Buffalo Bayou in Houston on Jan. 
11, 1912, and raised by a hard-pressed single 
mother from the West Indies. When riots 
broke out in 1917 over police treatment of 
black soldiers at a World War I training 
camp, the family’s house was searched. Wells 
recalled being unable to try on clothes in 
segregated stores. 

She did not debate in high school but was 
valedictorian of her class. She earned a mod-
est scholarship from the YMCA to go to 
Wiley, Episcopal Life reported. 

In the spring of 1930, Bell, her teammates 
and her chaperone arrived at the Seventh 
Street Theater in Chicago. It was the largest 
black-owned theater in town, because no 
large white-owned facility would host a ra-
cially mixed audience, according to an arti-
cle in The Marshall News-Messenger. Wells 
remembered a standing-room-only crowd. 

She wore a dark suit and had her hair cut 
in a boyish bob. In an interview with Jeffrey 
Porro, one of the screenwriters of ‘‘The 
Great Debaters,’’ she felt very small on that 
very big stage. ‘‘I had to use my common 
sense,’’ she said. 

She remembered Tolson urging her to 
punch up her delivery. ‘‘You’ve got to put 
something in there to wake the people up,’’ 
he had said. 

Wells told The Chronicle, ‘‘It was a non-
decision debate, but we felt at the time that 
it was a giant step toward desegregation.’’ 

She debated for only one year, because of 
the need to work for money. She kept up 
with drama, which Tolson also coached. 
After graduating from college, she returned 
to Houston, where she met Wallace Wells and 
married. He was a church organist and later 
an Episcopal minister. She worked as a 
teacher and social worker. 

Wells advised Washington on the movie, 
using her scrapbooks as visual aids. She 
urged him to play Tolson, something he at 
first was not inclined to do. He called her 
‘‘another grandma.’’ 

Wallace Wells died in 1987. Wells left no 
immediate survivors. 

Her advice to today’s students was 
straightforward: ‘‘Learn to speak well and 
learn to express yourself effectively.’’ 

She learned this lesson directly from 
Tolson, whom she called her crabbiest and 
best teacher. He was known for issuing intel-
lectual challenges immediately upon enter-
ing the classroom. 

A typical salutation: ‘‘Bell! What is a 
verb?’’∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO THE DRAKE UNIVER-
SITY MEN’S BASKETBALL TEAM 

∑ Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I am 
here today to commend the Drake Uni-

versity Men’s Basketball team on its 
outstanding and unexpected success 
this past season. Drake is a school of 
less than 5,000 students in Des Moines, 
IA. Today the Drake community is ex-
periencing basketball success the likes 
of which it hasn’t seen in over 35 years. 
Coached by Keno Davis, the Bulldogs 
won the regular season Missouri Valley 
Conference, the Missouri Valley Con-
ference tournament and earned a berth 
to the NCAA tournament. They were 
picked to finish ninth in the conference 
and instead roared to a 28–4 overall 
record. It was only the second winning 
season the Bulldogs have enjoyed in 
the past 20 years. And it’s the first 
time since 1971 that they will play in 
the NCAA tournament. Drake also fin-
ished the regular season ranked 20th in 
the Nation and beating a tough Illinois 
State team by 30 points in the MVC 
tournament final. It’s been a long 
drought, but the Bulldog nation, from 
Iowa to Washington, DC, to California, 
could not be prouder. 

This upstart team has quite a story. 
Two starters, Adam Emmenecker and 
Jonathon Cox are former 3-year walk- 
ons who recently earned basketball 
scholarships. They are also incredibly 
successful academically. Drake started 
off the season well and won the myth-
ical State championship by beating the 
University of Iowa, Iowa State Univer-
sity and the University of Northern 
Iowa. They snapped a 20 game losing 
streak at the University of Iowa. Drake 
also had great success in Missouri Val-
ley Conference play. The Bulldogs 
cracked the Top 25, too, and traveled to 
Butler University and beat the eighth 
ranked team on their home court. 

This Drake team exemplifies what it 
means to be a student-athlete. Five 
Drake players, Adam Emmenecker, 
Josh Young, Klayton Korver, Brent 
Heemskerk, and Jonathon Cox were 
named to the MVC’s scholar-athlete 
team. Four of the five Bulldog starters 
have a GPA above 3.0. In addition, 
Emmenecker was named the ESPN 
Scholar Athlete of the year for NCAA 
Men’s Division I basketball, with a 3.97 
GPA and four majors. 

It goes without saying that behind a 
great college team are great coaches 
and administrators. Keno Davis is in 
his first year as a head coach. He’s 
been named the Missouri Valley Con-
ference Coach of the Year, and Sport-
ing News Coach of the Year. Just 36 
years old, Keno learned from his fa-
ther, Dr. Tom Davis, who retired as 
Drake’s head coach in 2007, and was a 
longtime head coach at the University 
of Iowa. I have great respect for the 
Davis family, and I’m so glad that they 
have rebuilt the Drake program. Keno 
and his wife Krista became parents 
during the season, too. Assistant 
coaches Chris Davis, Rodell Davis and 
Justin Ohl have obviously spent hours 
fine-tuning their talented and intel-
ligent team. 

I also need to congratulate Drake’s 
president Dr. David Maxwell and Ath-
letic Director Sandy Hatfield Clubb for 
their support of the men’s basketball 
program. They have helped rebuild 
Drake’s basketball program while 
maintaining high academic standards. 
We all know how hard that is in college 
sports today. Drake is a shining exam-
ple of how a team can win on the court 
and in the classroom. 

Dolph Pulliam, a member of Drake’s 
one and only Final Four team, has 
served as an inspiration to the current 
Bulldogs. Dolph and his team played 
Lew Alcinder, known as Kareem Abdul- 
Jabbar today, and UCLA back in 1969 
and only lost by 3 points. Since his 
playing days, Dolph has remained in 
the Des Moines area, working for the 
university and broadcasting their 
games on the radio. And he is quite a 
presence with his huge smile and blue 
leather suit. I know he has influenced 
the current Drake players, thanks to 
encouragement from Dr. Tom Davis to 
help them all rekindle the fires of 
great basketball. 

So I want to again extend my con-
gratulations to the Drake University 
men’s basketball program, and to their 
students and fans who’ve never lost 
faith in them. It has been a joy to 
watch their success, and I hope that 
they continue winning during March 
Madness. I also hope that these young 
men will serve as an example to the 
young people in Iowa, to show that it is 
entirely possible to maintain high aca-
demic standards and winning ways on 
the court.∑ 
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IN TRIBUTE TO BYRON JANIS 
∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, today 

I pay tribute to the accomplishments 
and inspirational life of Byron Janis as 
he approaches his 80th birthday later 
this month. 

I learned about Mr. Janis’s upcoming 
milestone from his good friend Dick 
Thornburgh, the former Attorney Gen-
eral of the United States. Mr. 
Thornburgh was a key advocate during 
the administration of George Herbert 
Walker Bush for enactment of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, ADA, 
and I was proud to be the chief sponsor 
of the ADA in the Senate. 

A Pennsylvania native, Mr. Janis is 
renowned as one of the world’s most 
talented concert pianists. In addition, 
his perseverance is a source of inspira-
tion to countless Americans. By the 
age of 20, his virtuosity at the piano 
was so extraordinary that he performed 
a sold out debut at New York’s famed 
Carnegie Hall. 

Later, Mr. Janis was chosen to be the 
first individual to represent the United 
States in a cultural exchange with the 
Soviet Union. Remarking on this mis-
sion, The New York Times wrote that 
‘‘if music could replace international 
politics, Byron Janis could consider 
himself an ambassador.’’ 
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