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In the decades since, Byron Janis has 

dazzled audiences worldwide. He has 
performed for numerous U.S. Presi-
dents, and has been honored with 
countless awards from around the 
globe. 

However, perhaps Byron Janis’s 
greatest contribution to America lies 
not in his musical talent but rather in 
the example he has set of an individual 
responding to adversity with grace and 
courage, and with a truly indomitable 
spirit. 

In 1973, he was diagnosed with arthri-
tis in his hands and wrists, which could 
have ended his career as a pianist. But 
Mr. Janis refused to be stymied or 
stopped. As he put it, ‘‘I have arthri-
tis—it doesn’t have me.’’ 

He continued to play for 12 years be-
fore disclosing his arthritis at a White 
House performance. That same day, 
Mr. Janis assumed the role of Ambas-
sador for the Arts for the Arthritis 
Foundation. 

Through his continued performances 
and other appearances, he has raised 
awareness as well as funds to support 
the foundation’s noble cause. To this 
day, audiences continue to be cap-
tivated by Byron Janis’s musical tal-
ents, even as they are impressed by his 
amazing persistence in the face of ad-
versity. 

March 24 will be Byron Janis’s 80th 
birthday. And this year also marks the 
60th anniversary of his debut at Car-
negie Hall. Across all those years, his 
determination, courage, and selfless 
service have embodied the American 
spirit at its best. His lifetime of accom-
plishments as a performer, cultural 
ambassador, and role model are truly 
remarkable. I am pleased today to rec-
ognize and congratulate Byron Janis 
for his triumphs, for his accomplish-
ments, and for inspiring millions of in-
dividuals around the world.∑ 

f 

RECOGNITION OF BUSINESS EX-
ECUTIVES FOR NATIONAL SECU-
RITY 

∑ Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, today 
I wish to recognize the contributions of 
Business Executives for National Secu-
rity, BENS. 

Since 1982, this national organization 
has been a primary channel through 
which American business leaders have 
contributed their special experience 
and talent to help build a more secure 
nation. Founded by business tycoon 
Stanley A. Weiss, BENS operates on 
the principle that America’s national 
security is everybody’s business. BENS 
is a highly respected nonpartisan orga-
nization of senior executives and entre-
preneurs dedicated to enhancing our 
national security by implementing 
proven practices of the private sector. 

Working with Congress and the De-
partment of Defense, BENS helps pro-
tect the American homeland and build 
a more efficient and effective military. 

As the United States continues to con-
front domestic and international 
threats, BENS proves more important 
than ever before. 

BENS has provided distinguished 
service to the Nation for over a quarter 
century. This service includes reform-
ing the business of defense, protecting 
the homeland, tracking terrorist fund-
ing, and banning chemical weapons. 
BENS helps our Armed Forces by 
slashing bureaucracy, streamlining op-
erations, and cutting waste, making 
more funds available for urgent prior-
ities such as military readiness and 
modernization. 

BENS is a pioneer in homeland secu-
rity creating innovative partnerships 
around the country that civic-minded 
companies that provide assistance to 
local and State governments in times 
of emergency. BENS works with the 
Department of the Treasury to improve 
America’s ability to locate and suspend 
suspicious financial activities that 
fund terrorism. 

BENS is a strong advocate of the 
Chemical Weapons Convention to 
eliminate the chemical weapons stock-
pile by 2012, reducing the chances such 
weapons will be used against the 
United States through a terrorist at-
tack. 

Mr. President, I ask my distinguished 
colleagues in the Senate to join me in 
recognizing BENS and their commit-
ment to national security interests.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PORTLAND STATE 
VIKINGS 

∑ Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, today, as 
a proud Oregonian, I congratulate the 
Portland State University men’s bas-
ketball team on a stellar performance 
last night. The PSU Vikings capped a 
five-game winning streak by soundly 
defeating the Northern Arizona Univer-
sity Lumberjacks 67 to 51 to win the 
Big Sky Conference Tournament and 
advance to the NCAA Tournament. 

This achievement marks the Vikings’ 
first trip to the ‘‘Big Dance,’’ and an 
important moment to recognize their 
collective talents. I think I speak for 
all Oregonians when I say that we are 
greatly impressed by the hard work 
these young men and their coaches 
have put into achieve this victory. 

I congratulate this team not only for 
their athletic achievement, but also for 
putting Oregon’s largest university on 
the map of collegiate sports. I know 
the PSU Vikings, who have lost only 
twice in 2008, will be an excellent rep-
resentative of our home State in the 
national tournament. 

Certainly this victory is just the be-
ginning for the members of this team. 
I look forward to hearing of their suc-
cesses not only in athletics but in any 
endeavor they choose to take on in the 
future. 

Mr. President, allow me to specifi-
cally mention the names of all the 

coaches and players who have made my 
State so very proud: Julius Thomas, 
Deonte Huff, Andre Murray, Mickey 
Polis, Jeremiah Dominguez, Dominic 
Waters, Brian Curtis, Tyrell Mara, 
Kyle Coston, Dupree Lucas, Phil Nel-
son, Justynn Hammond, J.R. Moore, 
Alex Tiefanthaler, Scott Morrison, Ken 
Bone, Tyler Geving, Eric Harper, Cur-
tis Allen, and Tyler Coston. I heartily 
congratulate each and every one of 
you. I look forward to cheering you on 
in the NCAA Tournament this month.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations, 
withdrawals and a treaty which were 
referred to the appropriate commit-
tees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:18 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, without amendment: 

S. 2745. An act to extend agricultural pro-
grams beyond March 15, 2008, to suspend per-
manent price support authorities beyond 
that date, and for other purposes. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

At 11:09 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

S. 2733. An act to temporarily extend the 
programs under the Higher Education Act of 
1965. 

The enrolled bill was subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. BYRD). 

f 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

At 3:03 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

S. 2745. An act to extend agricultural pro-
grams beyond March 15, 2008, to suspend per-
manent price support authorities beyond 
that date, and for other purposes. 

The enrolled bill was subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. BYRD). 
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