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130 back to the scene with fresh crews 
to search for the missing mariner but 
without success. The search for the 
missing crew member was suspended on 
Tuesday, March 25. 

The Coast Guard uses the maritime 
phrase ‘‘Bravo Zulu’’ to recognize a job 
well done, and this was truly a job well 
done. While the Coast Guard rigorously 
trains its people to perform this mis-
sion, it is very rare to undertake a mis-
sion of this intensity and this com-
plexity. 

Rescue swimmers Hollow and Heller 
had participated in rescues before but 
nothing approaching this kind of a res-
cue. In fact, rescues of this nature are 
extremely rare. After very carefully 
examining the records dating back over 
30 years, the Coast Guard could only 
find a couple mass rescue cases that 
were even remotely similar to what we 
experienced on Easter. 

While dramatic search-and-rescue 
cases are no stranger to Alaska, most 
involve 10 victims or less. Others in-
volve a much more orderly abandon-
ment of a vessel. This was the case in 
1980, when the cruise ship Prinsendam 
went down near Yakutat, AK. But 
large numbers of people abandoning 
ship directly into the water hardly ever 
happens. That is one more reason why 
this rescue effort was remarkable. But 
it is not the only reason. 

The risks that were involved in this 
case were extreme. They had, again, 
darkness, extremely high winds, high 
seas, ice, freezing temperatures, ex-
tremely long distances from any sup-
porting infrastructure, and all these 
conditions present unique hazards to 
the rescuers. 

Success such as this could not occur 
without the commitment of a great 
many people. The crews of the Jay-
hawk, the Dolphin, and the Munro will 
long be remembered for their heroism. 

Backing them were the watch stand-
ers at Coast Guard Communications 
Station Kodiak. These were the folks 
who answered the Alaska Ranger’s may-
day call. The C–130 crews, the Kodiak 
Air Station duty officers, and the Dis-
trict 17 command center controllers in 
Juneau also contributed. In total, 
something on the order of 170 Alaska- 
based Coast Guard men and women 
were involved in this effort. 

ADM Thad Allen has already ex-
pressed ‘‘Bravo Zulu’’ to all the men 
and women involved with this effort. I 
am honored to take a few minutes from 
the Senate’s day to praise these men 
and women of the U.S. Coast Guard on 
a job well done. Our Nation is always 
well served by these highly trained in-
dividuals who stand ‘‘always ready.’’ 

f 

AMERICAN ENERGY INDEPEND-
ENCE AND SECURITY ACT OF 2008 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
wish to take a few minutes today to 
speak about legislation I introduced 

before we went on our 2-week recess. 
This is legislation that is cosponsored 
by my colleague, the senior Senator 
from Alaska, Mr. STEVENS. 

It made great sense when the price of 
oil hit $111.72 a barrel, which is an all- 
time record high, and it still makes 
sense today, even with the price of oil 
having declined to $101, as it is today. 
It is a bill that will call for the United 
States to actually take steps to 
produce more oil, to actually help in-
crease global supplies of petroleum to 
lower prices, and to use all the Federal 
revenues from the oil production to 
fund many forms of alternative energy 
and the programs that help Americans 
deal with high energy and food prices. 

The legislation is entitled the 
‘‘American Energy Independence and 
Security Act of 2008.’’ This legislation 
would automatically open the Coastal 
Plain of the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge in northern Alaska if the world 
price of oil tops $125 a barrel for 5 days. 
In return, it allocates all the Federal 
revenues that would come from that oil 
to both alternative energy develop-
ment and to provide programs to help 
improve energy efficiencies to those in 
need. 

The revenue includes the estimated 
$3.5 billion of Federal lease, bonus, and 
royalty revenues within the first 5 
years, plus all the oil production tax 
revenues over the life of the field. 

This is an estimated $191 billion to 
$297 billion to fund wind, solar, bio-
mass, geothermal, ocean, landfill gas— 
everything covered by the two Energy 
bills we passed in 2005 and 2007, plus 
programs such as LIHEAP, the Low-In-
come Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram, that provides aid to help low-in-
come residents pay for home heating 
and cooling, the weatherization pro-
gram that helps people improve their 
insulation to cut energy costs, and also 
to the Women, Infants, and Children’s 
nutrition program that provides a safe-
ty net for nutrition costs, when energy 
prices rise so high women cannot afford 
to buy food for their babies and young 
infants. By the way, the estimates of 
those total revenues are not my esti-
mates that I have worked up; they 
were developed by the Congressional 
Research Service. 

We know there is a lot of hand-wring-
ing in Washington about what to do 
about record-high oil prices that are 
strangling our economy from the east 
coast all the way west and certainly up 
to Alaska. Rather than begging Arab 
oil sheiks to produce more oil, America 
should produce our own oil to send a 
signal that we are willing to increase 
our own supplies and drive down prices. 

Alaska’s Arctic Coastal Plain is like-
ly to hold the largest reserve of tradi-
tional oil left on land in Northern 
America. If the price rises any higher, 
we should explore the area and find out 
if there is oil there. And if there is, we 
ought to produce it and use the reve-

nues to wean ourselves from the fossil 
fuels and to promote energy conserva-
tion. 

We know so many Americans are 
hurting every time they fill up their 
cars at the pump. And while prices may 
moderate fractionally, the AAA early 
this month reported gasoline prices 
have risen 26.9 cents nationwide since 
February 10. In Alaska, my home 
State, the average price of gasoline is 
$3.36 a gallon for regular. This is trail-
ing California and Hawaii by a little 
bit. 

Americans are having an equally 
hard time affording their winter heat-
ing bills and will have similar problems 
with their summer air-conditioning 
bills. So it only makes sense the reve-
nues from finding and producing U.S. 
oil go to help the people who are hav-
ing trouble making ends meet, given 
the high fuel prices we are facing. 

By this legislation, only 2,000 acres of 
the 1.5 million acres of the Arctic 
Coastal Plain can be physically dis-
turbed. The bill includes a host of envi-
ronmental protections. It requires di-
rectional drilling to be used to mini-
mize disturbance to the wildlife. That 
means wells can be drilled from a sin-
gle oil pad that can go underground up 
to 8 miles away to find the oil pockets. 
That means that there will be nearly 
100 square miles of habitat for caribou 
and musk oxen and the birds between 
these well pads. 

The bill mandates exploration only 
occurs in winter, when there are no 
animals on the Coastal Plain to be dis-
turbed. It requires the use of ice roads 
that disappear in the summer to pro-
tect the wildlife. It allows special areas 
to be designated to protect key habitat 
to keep any activity out. It contains 
dozens of other stipulations to guard 
against noise, flight disturbances, 
spills or land-use problems. 

The bill also sets up a special fund to 
help protect Alaska and Canadian Na-
tives should they face any disruptions 
because of the limited development 
that would be allowed. 

The bill earmarks not just the $3.5 
billion of expected initial Federal lease 
royalties and the potential $192 billion 
to $297 billion of total Federal income 
taxes from the first 30 years of energy 
production, to be split evenly, half 
would be going then to alternative en-
ergy projects contained in the Energy 
Policy Act of 2005 and the Energy Inde-
pendence and Security Act of 2007 that 
we approved in December. The other 
half would be allocated evenly to 
LIHEAP, weatherization, and to the 
WIC programs. 

In a hearing we held earlier this 
month, there was a discussion about 
LIHEAP and LIHEAP funding. We rec-
ognized that LIHEAP needs $2 billion a 
year in additional funding to be fully 
funded. This legislation could do this 
for 30 years if we were to pass it. 

We need a balanced program to in-
crease alternative energy development 
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and improve energy efficiency, but we 
also need to fund these programs with-
out increasing our Federal debt. Look 
at the fights we are having to find the 
offsets to pay for extending tax breaks 
to further alternative energy. The best 
way to fund alternatives is by raising 
new revenue. Look at the pain we are 
having in crafting and approving the 
ongoing budget resolution. 

We know this pain is going to con-
tinue for years if we don’t do some-
thing, and the best way is by using the 
funds from the fossil fuels to build al-
ternatives. By doing that, we are using 
domestic oil as a bridge, as a bridge to 
pay for the alternative fuels that will 
allow us to reduce our use of fossil 
fuels and cut our carbon emissions. 

Opening ANWR does so many things. 
It makes us less dependent on foreign 
oil, it cuts our balance of payments 
deficit, it improves our economy, it 
keeps our jobs at home instead of ex-
porting them to foreign oil producers 
such as Venezuela and the Middle East. 
More importantly, signaling we are fi-
nally serious about helping ourselves, 
that we will produce oil from ANWR, 
will help to drive down the psychology 
and the speculation that is currently 
acting to drive up world oil prices. 

Admittedly, if we were to open 
ANWR tomorrow, it is not going to 
produce more oil tomorrow, but it will 
or it can dampen the speculation that 
is helping to fuel higher prices. It is ab-
solutely the right thing to do today, 
and it is vital if prices rise higher, as 
we believe they will. 

The U.S. economy is at risk if prices 
rise, not counting the health of our 
low- and middle-income residents. 
Folks are drowning under the high cost 
of gasoline and the high cost of heating 
oil. This bill helps to reduce that pain. 
If the prices get any higher, we have to 
produce more oil as a means of driving 
down market forces. 

This bill contains all of the environ-
mental safeguards that will allow us to 
open a tiny fraction of the 40 million 
acres of the Arctic Coastal Plain in 
Alaska without harming the wildlife or 
the environment. It won’t hurt the 
polar bears. It won’t hurt the yellow 
loon. And doing onshore development 
certainly protects the marine environ-
ment and the whale and the walrus and 
the polar bear that spends 90 percent of 
its life offshore on the Arctic ice pack. 

This bill is cautious. It doesn’t open 
the refuge tomorrow, but it simply 
says if oil prices rise much further we 
have to take action to show markets 
that we are serious about helping our-
selves and producing more domestic 
supplies of oil and natural gas. It re-
sponsibly takes all the proceeds and 
puts them toward alternatives and 
safety net program for those who can’t 
afford these prices. Using these monies 
for these existing programs will free up 
funds in the Federal budget to help re-
duce the debt or fund other vital serv-
ices. 

I am realistic about the fate of this 
legislation. I doubt that the leadership 
in this body will allow this bill to come 
up for a vote right now. But everyone 
here, from Senators who represent 
farmers who won’t be able to afford to 
till their fields this spring during the 
planting season due to the high prices, 
to those who represent cold States, 
where home heating oil is a problem, to 
those Senators who represent warm 
States, where air-conditioning costs 
will be a concern, to those of us who 
represent fishermen who are worried 
about how they will afford the fuel to 
go out and earn their living, we should 
come together to support this common-
sense way to help reduce prices and to 
actually help provide a real long-term 
solution to our supply problems. 

We owe to it our constituents to do 
what is right, and I believe this is what 
is right for our Nation’s future. 

f 

IN HONOR OF CÉSAR CHÁVEZ DAY 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 

in appreciation of the life and lasting 
legacy of civil rights activist and labor 
leader, César Chávez. 

César Chávez came from humble be-
ginnings, born on March 31, 1927, in a 
small farm outside of Yuma, AZ. 
Through his experiences as a laborer 
and migrant worker in the fields of the 
southwest United States, he recognized 
a need for change; change that would 
bring social and economic equality to 
those who tilled America’s soil and 
harvested America’s crops. The exploi-
tation and discrimination experienced 
and observed by Mr. Chávez energized 
his courageous fight for fair and equal 
treatment for his hardworking col-
leagues of all backgrounds. 

As a member of the U.S. Navy he 
served in the western Pacific during 
the end of World War II to protect the 
freedoms that he often did not enjoy. 
He demonstrated his dedication to two 
great values—community and compas-
sion—by building a powerful coalition 
of grass roots organizations and inspir-
ing individuals of all backgrounds to 
join a campaign for social equality. 

César Chávez is not only an icon for 
Mexican-American communities across 
this great country, but also an Amer-
ican icon for all those who have felt 
the pain of injustice and for those who 
recognize the continuing need to allow 
equal access to the resources of our 
great Nation. His tireless efforts to 
help bring our country closer to its 
ideals of freedom and equality of op-
portunity shall be recognized today as 
they were when he posthumously re-
ceived the Presidential Medal of Free-
dom. His legacy inspires hope, action, 
and prosperity for those who are often 
burdened by marginalization and dis-
crimination. Our society owes grati-
tude to the indelible mark that Mr. 
Chávez has left on our Nation. 

I appreciate the Clark County Com-
mission for commemorating the legacy 

of a giant in our Nation’s labor move-
ment by declaring March 31, 2008, as 
César Chávez Day. I join the Commis-
sion, and many throughout Nevada, in 
honoring Mr. Chávez’s visionary lead-
ership. We must continue to recognize 
the value in César Chávez’s legacy, 
which has become a symbol of dignity 
and perseverance for all workers, 
whether in the fields, in the factories, 
or behind the counter. 

f 

VETERANS EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES REGULATIONS 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the attached from 
the Office of Compliance be printed in 
the RECORD today pursuant to section 
304(b)(3) of the Congressional Account-
ability Act of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 1384(b)(3)). 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

TEXT OF ADOPTED VETERANS’ EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES REGULATIONS 

When approved by the House of Represent-
atives for the House of Representatives, 
these regulations will have the prefix ‘‘H.’’ 
When approved by the Senate for the Senate, 
these regulations will have the prefix ‘‘S.’’ 
When approved by Congress for the other em-
ploying offices covered by the CAA, these 
regulations will have the prefix ‘‘C.’’ 

In this draft, ‘‘H&S Regs’’ denotes the pro-
visions that would be included in the regula-
tions applicable to be made applicable to the 
House and Senate, and ‘‘C Reg’’ denotes the 
provisions that would be included in the reg-
ulations to be made applicable to other em-
ploying offices. 

PART 1—Extension of Rights and Protec-
tions Relating to Veterans’ Preference Under 
Title 5, United States Code, to Covered Em-
ployees of the Legislative Branch (section 
4(c) of the Veterans Employment Opportuni-
ties Act of 1998) 
Subpart A—Matters of General Applicability 

to All Regulations Promulgated under Sec-
tion 4 of the VEOA 

Sec. 
1.101 Purpose and scope. 
1.102 Definitions. 
1.103 Adoption of regulations. 
1.104 Coordination with section 225 of the 

Congressional Accountability 
Act. 

SEC. 1.101. PURPOSE AND SCOPE. 
(a) Section 4(c) of the VEOA. The Veterans 

Employment Opportunities Act (VEOA) ap-
plies the rights and protections of sections 
2108, 3309 through 3312, and subchapter I of 
chapter 35 of title 5 U.S.C., to certain cov-
ered employees within the Legislative 
branch. 

(b) Purpose of regulations. The regulations 
set forth herein are the substantive regula-
tions that the Board of Directors of the Of-
fice of Compliance has promulgated pursuant 
to section 4(c)(4) of the VEOA, in accordance 
with the rulemaking procedure set forth in 
section 304 of the CAA (2 U.S.C. § 1384). The 
purpose of subparts B, C and D of these regu-
lations is to define veterans’ preference and 
the administration of veterans’ preference as 
applicable to Federal employment in the 
Legislative branch. (5 U.S.C. § 2108, as applied 
by the VEOA). The purpose of subpart E of 
these regulations is to ensure that the prin-
ciples of the veterans’ preference laws are in-
tegrated into the existing employment and 
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