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and improve energy efficiency, but we 
also need to fund these programs with-
out increasing our Federal debt. Look 
at the fights we are having to find the 
offsets to pay for extending tax breaks 
to further alternative energy. The best 
way to fund alternatives is by raising 
new revenue. Look at the pain we are 
having in crafting and approving the 
ongoing budget resolution. 

We know this pain is going to con-
tinue for years if we don’t do some-
thing, and the best way is by using the 
funds from the fossil fuels to build al-
ternatives. By doing that, we are using 
domestic oil as a bridge, as a bridge to 
pay for the alternative fuels that will 
allow us to reduce our use of fossil 
fuels and cut our carbon emissions. 

Opening ANWR does so many things. 
It makes us less dependent on foreign 
oil, it cuts our balance of payments 
deficit, it improves our economy, it 
keeps our jobs at home instead of ex-
porting them to foreign oil producers 
such as Venezuela and the Middle East. 
More importantly, signaling we are fi-
nally serious about helping ourselves, 
that we will produce oil from ANWR, 
will help to drive down the psychology 
and the speculation that is currently 
acting to drive up world oil prices. 

Admittedly, if we were to open 
ANWR tomorrow, it is not going to 
produce more oil tomorrow, but it will 
or it can dampen the speculation that 
is helping to fuel higher prices. It is ab-
solutely the right thing to do today, 
and it is vital if prices rise higher, as 
we believe they will. 

The U.S. economy is at risk if prices 
rise, not counting the health of our 
low- and middle-income residents. 
Folks are drowning under the high cost 
of gasoline and the high cost of heating 
oil. This bill helps to reduce that pain. 
If the prices get any higher, we have to 
produce more oil as a means of driving 
down market forces. 

This bill contains all of the environ-
mental safeguards that will allow us to 
open a tiny fraction of the 40 million 
acres of the Arctic Coastal Plain in 
Alaska without harming the wildlife or 
the environment. It won’t hurt the 
polar bears. It won’t hurt the yellow 
loon. And doing onshore development 
certainly protects the marine environ-
ment and the whale and the walrus and 
the polar bear that spends 90 percent of 
its life offshore on the Arctic ice pack. 

This bill is cautious. It doesn’t open 
the refuge tomorrow, but it simply 
says if oil prices rise much further we 
have to take action to show markets 
that we are serious about helping our-
selves and producing more domestic 
supplies of oil and natural gas. It re-
sponsibly takes all the proceeds and 
puts them toward alternatives and 
safety net program for those who can’t 
afford these prices. Using these monies 
for these existing programs will free up 
funds in the Federal budget to help re-
duce the debt or fund other vital serv-
ices. 

I am realistic about the fate of this 
legislation. I doubt that the leadership 
in this body will allow this bill to come 
up for a vote right now. But everyone 
here, from Senators who represent 
farmers who won’t be able to afford to 
till their fields this spring during the 
planting season due to the high prices, 
to those who represent cold States, 
where home heating oil is a problem, to 
those Senators who represent warm 
States, where air-conditioning costs 
will be a concern, to those of us who 
represent fishermen who are worried 
about how they will afford the fuel to 
go out and earn their living, we should 
come together to support this common-
sense way to help reduce prices and to 
actually help provide a real long-term 
solution to our supply problems. 

We owe to it our constituents to do 
what is right, and I believe this is what 
is right for our Nation’s future. 
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IN HONOR OF CÉSAR CHÁVEZ DAY 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 

in appreciation of the life and lasting 
legacy of civil rights activist and labor 
leader, César Chávez. 

César Chávez came from humble be-
ginnings, born on March 31, 1927, in a 
small farm outside of Yuma, AZ. 
Through his experiences as a laborer 
and migrant worker in the fields of the 
southwest United States, he recognized 
a need for change; change that would 
bring social and economic equality to 
those who tilled America’s soil and 
harvested America’s crops. The exploi-
tation and discrimination experienced 
and observed by Mr. Chávez energized 
his courageous fight for fair and equal 
treatment for his hardworking col-
leagues of all backgrounds. 

As a member of the U.S. Navy he 
served in the western Pacific during 
the end of World War II to protect the 
freedoms that he often did not enjoy. 
He demonstrated his dedication to two 
great values—community and compas-
sion—by building a powerful coalition 
of grass roots organizations and inspir-
ing individuals of all backgrounds to 
join a campaign for social equality. 

César Chávez is not only an icon for 
Mexican-American communities across 
this great country, but also an Amer-
ican icon for all those who have felt 
the pain of injustice and for those who 
recognize the continuing need to allow 
equal access to the resources of our 
great Nation. His tireless efforts to 
help bring our country closer to its 
ideals of freedom and equality of op-
portunity shall be recognized today as 
they were when he posthumously re-
ceived the Presidential Medal of Free-
dom. His legacy inspires hope, action, 
and prosperity for those who are often 
burdened by marginalization and dis-
crimination. Our society owes grati-
tude to the indelible mark that Mr. 
Chávez has left on our Nation. 

I appreciate the Clark County Com-
mission for commemorating the legacy 

of a giant in our Nation’s labor move-
ment by declaring March 31, 2008, as 
César Chávez Day. I join the Commis-
sion, and many throughout Nevada, in 
honoring Mr. Chávez’s visionary lead-
ership. We must continue to recognize 
the value in César Chávez’s legacy, 
which has become a symbol of dignity 
and perseverance for all workers, 
whether in the fields, in the factories, 
or behind the counter. 
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VETERANS EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES REGULATIONS 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the attached from 
the Office of Compliance be printed in 
the RECORD today pursuant to section 
304(b)(3) of the Congressional Account-
ability Act of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 1384(b)(3)). 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

TEXT OF ADOPTED VETERANS’ EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES REGULATIONS 

When approved by the House of Represent-
atives for the House of Representatives, 
these regulations will have the prefix ‘‘H.’’ 
When approved by the Senate for the Senate, 
these regulations will have the prefix ‘‘S.’’ 
When approved by Congress for the other em-
ploying offices covered by the CAA, these 
regulations will have the prefix ‘‘C.’’ 

In this draft, ‘‘H&S Regs’’ denotes the pro-
visions that would be included in the regula-
tions applicable to be made applicable to the 
House and Senate, and ‘‘C Reg’’ denotes the 
provisions that would be included in the reg-
ulations to be made applicable to other em-
ploying offices. 

PART 1—Extension of Rights and Protec-
tions Relating to Veterans’ Preference Under 
Title 5, United States Code, to Covered Em-
ployees of the Legislative Branch (section 
4(c) of the Veterans Employment Opportuni-
ties Act of 1998) 
Subpart A—Matters of General Applicability 

to All Regulations Promulgated under Sec-
tion 4 of the VEOA 

Sec. 
1.101 Purpose and scope. 
1.102 Definitions. 
1.103 Adoption of regulations. 
1.104 Coordination with section 225 of the 

Congressional Accountability 
Act. 

SEC. 1.101. PURPOSE AND SCOPE. 
(a) Section 4(c) of the VEOA. The Veterans 

Employment Opportunities Act (VEOA) ap-
plies the rights and protections of sections 
2108, 3309 through 3312, and subchapter I of 
chapter 35 of title 5 U.S.C., to certain cov-
ered employees within the Legislative 
branch. 

(b) Purpose of regulations. The regulations 
set forth herein are the substantive regula-
tions that the Board of Directors of the Of-
fice of Compliance has promulgated pursuant 
to section 4(c)(4) of the VEOA, in accordance 
with the rulemaking procedure set forth in 
section 304 of the CAA (2 U.S.C. § 1384). The 
purpose of subparts B, C and D of these regu-
lations is to define veterans’ preference and 
the administration of veterans’ preference as 
applicable to Federal employment in the 
Legislative branch. (5 U.S.C. § 2108, as applied 
by the VEOA). The purpose of subpart E of 
these regulations is to ensure that the prin-
ciples of the veterans’ preference laws are in-
tegrated into the existing employment and 
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