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STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 

BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. LEVIN (for himself and 
Mr. MCCAIN) (by request): 

S. 2787. A bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2009 for military 
activities of the Department of De-
fense, to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for fiscal year 2009, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, Senator 
MCCAIN and I are today introducing, by 
request, the administration’s proposed 
National Defense Authorization Act for 
fiscal year 2009. As is the case with any 
bill that is introduced by request, we 
introduce this bill for the purpose of 
placing the administration’s proposals 
before Congress and the public without 
expressing our own views on the sub-
stance of these proposals. As chairman 
and ranking member of the Armed 
Services Committee, we look forward 
to giving the administration’s re-
quested legislation our most careful re-
view and thoughtful consideration. 

By Ms. LANDRIEU: 
S. 2790. A bill to amend title XVIII of 

the Social Security Act to provide for 
coverage of comprehensive cancer care 
planning under the Medicare program 
and to improve the care furnished to 
individuals diagnosed with cancer by 
establishing a Medicare hospice care 
demonstration program and grants pro-
grams for cancer palliative care and 
symptom management programs, pro-
vider education, and related research; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I am 
pleased today to introduce legislation, 
the Comprehensive Cancer Care Im-
provement Act, that holds the promise 
of empowering cancer survivors and 
improving the quality of cancer care. 
Each year, more than one million 
Americans join the ranks of cancer sur-
vivors. Overall, nearly 12 million 
Americans live as cancer survivors. 
The legislation I am introducing will 
provide these cancer survivors with 
vital tools to help them manage their 
cancer care during active treatment 
and in the period of survivorship that 
follows treatment. 

Cancer survivors from the state of 
Louisiana and their physicians have 
explained to me in compelling fashion 
the assistance that cancer survivors 
need to understand and participate in 
their treatment, address the side ef-
fects of therapy, and transition to can-
cer survivorship. I am sure that many 
of my Senate colleagues have heard in-
credible stories of survivorship from 
their own constituents. Management of 
treatment and its potentially serious 
side effects is a daunting task. The leg-
islation I am introducing seeks to as-
sist cancer survivors in receiving qual-
ity care from diagnosis through survi-
vorship. 

A dear friend and citizen of Lou-
isiana, Tucker Melancon, has educated 

me about the necessity that all ele-
ments of cancer care be coordinated 
and that cancer patients be given as-
sistance in managing cancer as a 
chronic disease. Judge Melancon and I 
have been friends for more than 20 
years, and since 2001 he has dem-
onstrated courage, strength, and good 
humor as he has undergone treatment 
for breast cancer. He has inspired me 
and many others, and it is with pleas-
ure and humility that I introduce a bill 
that may help cancer survivors like 
Tucker receive cancer care of the high-
est quality. 

The core provision of the Comprehen-
sive Cancer Care Improvement Act is 
the establishment of Medicare pay-
ment for the development of cancer 
care plans and survivorship plans for 
beneficiaries who are diagnosed with 
cancer. The Institute of Medicine, IOM, 
in a series of reports issued between 
1999 and 2006, has documented the bene-
fits of written plans that explain to 
cancer survivors all of the elements of 
active cancer treatment, including the 
side effects of therapy, and that detail 
the steps required to monitor the side 
effects of treatment during survivor-
ship. 

What difference does a written plan 
of care make? Cancer survivors and 
their caregivers tell us that a written 
plan facilitates the coordination of 
care. That means that care plans pro-
vide cancer survivors the tools to re-
ceive therapy of the highest quality, 
accompanied by appropriate manage-
ment of the side effects of treatment 
and the symptoms of cancer. Most peo-
ple treated for cancer experience a 
range of side effects—including depres-
sion, pain, nausea, and vomiting—that 
can be debilitating and difficult to 
manage. Proper management of those 
side effects and symptoms can improve 
cancer survivors’ quality of life and op-
timize their ability to complete treat-
ment. The IOM has described patients 
who complete cancer treatment as 
‘‘lost in transition,’’ uncertain how 
they will receive health care, including 
essential follow-up care, after active 
treatment. A written survivorship plan 
that details all elements of treatment 
received by a cancer survivor and that 
provides a roadmap to care after active 
treatment eases the transition from 
cancer patient to cancer survivor. 

For patients and health care pro-
viders, Hurricane Katrina caused sig-
nificant interruptions in care. Cancer 
patients in the middle of treatment 
were left to find their displaced physi-
cians or to find new cancer care teams. 
In either case, they suffered from a 
lack of information about their ongo-
ing treatment or about follow-up care 
plans. Enactment of the legislation I 
am introducing today would not ad-
dress all of the health care delivery 
problems created by a natural disaster 
like Katrina, but it would at least put 
in the hands of patients critical infor-

mation about their care. With that in-
formation, cancer survivors would be 
better able to continue their care with-
out serious dislocation. 

The U.S. Congress has provided its 
enthusiastic support to the National 
Institutes of Health for research to im-
prove the treatment of cancer. By in-
troducing the Comprehensive Cancer 
Care Improvement Act, I call on my 
colleagues to join me in a parallel ef-
fort to improve the quality of care for 
Medicare beneficiaries diagnosed with 
cancer. It is in our power to improve 
the quality of cancer care for Medicare 
beneficiaries. By improving Medicare, 
we set a standard of care for all Ameri-
cans diagnosed with cancer. 

I am pleased to lead the Senate effort 
to advance the Comprehensive Cancer 
Care Improvement Act. A companion 
measure has been introduced in the 
House by Representatives LOIS CAPPS 
and TOM DAVIS and already enjoys the 
support of more than 90 House cospon-
sors. I urge my colleagues to join me 
today in supporting legislation that 
will provide cancer patients a helping 
hand in obtaining quality cancer care. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 2790 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Comprehensive Cancer Care Improve-
ment Act of 2008’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Findings. 

TITLE I—COMPREHENSIVE CANCER 
CARE UNDER THE MEDICARE PROGRAM 

Sec. 101. Coverage of cancer care planning 
services. 

Sec. 102. Demonstration project to provide 
comprehensive cancer care 
symptom management services 
under Medicare. 

TITLE II—COMPREHENSIVE PALLIATIVE 
CARE AND SYMPTOM MANAGEMENT 
PROGRAMS 

Sec. 201. Grants for comprehensive pallia-
tive care and symptom manage-
ment programs. 

TITLE III—PROVIDER EDUCATION RE-
GARDING PALLIATIVE CARE AND 
SYMPTOM MANAGEMENT. 

Sec. 301. Grants to improve health profes-
sional education. 

Sec. 302. Grants to improve continuing pro-
fessional education. 

TITLE IV—RESEARCH ON END-OF-LIFE 
TOPICS FOR CANCER PATIENTS 

Sec. 401. Research program. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

The Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) Individuals with cancer often do not 

have access to a cancer care system that pro-
vides comprehensive and coordinated care of 
high quality. 
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(2) The cancer care system has not tradi-

tionally offered individuals with cancer a 
prospective and comprehensive plan for 
treatment and symptom management, strat-
egies for updating and evaluating such plan 
with the assistance of a health care profes-
sional, and a follow-up plan for monitoring 
and treating possible late effects of cancer 
and its treatment. 

(3) Cancer survivors often experience the 
under-diagnosis and under-treatment of the 
symptoms of cancer, a problem that begins 
at the time of diagnosis and often becomes 
more severe at the end of life. The failure to 
treat the symptoms, side effects, and late ef-
fects of cancer and its treatment may have a 
serious adverse impact on the health, well- 
being, and quality of life of cancer survivors. 

(4) Cancer survivors who are members of 
racial and ethnic minority groups may face 
special obstacles in receiving cancer care 
that is coordinated and includes appropriate 
management of cancer symptoms and treat-
ment side effects. 

(5) Individuals with cancer are sometimes 
put in the untenable position of choosing be-
tween potentially curative therapies and pal-
liative care instead of being assured access 
to comprehensive care that includes appro-
priate treatment and symptom management. 

(6) Comprehensive cancer care should in-
corporate access to psychosocial services and 
management of the symptoms of cancer (and 
the symptoms of its treatment), including 
pain, nausea and vomiting, fatigue, and de-
pression. 

(7) Comprehensive cancer care should in-
clude a means for providing cancer survivors 
with a comprehensive care summary and a 
plan for follow-up care after primary treat-
ment to ensure that cancer survivors have 
access to follow-up monitoring and treat-
ment of possible late effects of cancer and 
cancer treatment. 

(8) The Institute of Medicine report, ‘‘En-
suring Quality Cancer Care’’, described the 
elements of quality care for an individual 
with cancer to include— 

(A) the development of initial treatment 
recommendations by an experienced health 
care provider; 

(B) the development of a plan for the 
course of treatment of the individual and 
communication of the plan to the individual; 

(C) access to the resources necessary to im-
plement the course of treatment; 

(D) access to high-quality clinical trials; 
(E) a mechanism to coordinate services for 

the treatment of the individual; and 
(F) psychosocial support services and com-

passionate care for the individual. 
(9) In its report, ‘‘From Cancer Patient to 

Cancer Survivor: Lost in Transition’’, the In-
stitute of Medicine recommended that indi-
viduals with cancer completing primary 
treatment be provided a comprehensive sum-
mary of their care along with a follow-up 
survivorship plan of treatment. 

(10) Since more than half of all cancer di-
agnoses occur among elderly Medicare bene-
ficiaries, the problems of providing cancer 
care are problems of the Medicare program. 

(11) Shortcomings in providing cancer care, 
resulting in inadequate management of can-
cer symptoms and insufficient monitoring 
and treatment of late effects of cancer and 
its treatment, are related to problems of 
Medicare payments for such care, inadequate 
professional training, and insufficient in-
vestment in research on symptom manage-
ment. 

(12) Changes in Medicare payment for com-
prehensive cancer care, enhanced public and 
professional education regarding symptom 

management, and more research related to 
symptom management and palliative care 
will enhance patient decision-making about 
treatment options and will contribute to im-
proved care for individuals with cancer from 
the time of diagnosis of the individual 
through the end of the life of the individual. 

TITLE I—COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE 
UNDER THE MEDICARE PROGRAM 

SEC. 101. COVERAGE OF CANCER CARE PLAN-
NING SERVICES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1861 of the Social 
Security Act, as amended by section 114 of 
the Medicare, Medicaid, and SCHIP Exten-
sion Act of 2007 (Public Law 110–173) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (s)(2)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of sub-

paragraph (Z); 
(B) by adding ‘‘and’’ at the end of subpara-

graph (AA); and 
(C) by adding at the end the following new 

subparagraph: 
‘‘(BB) comprehensive cancer care planning 

services (as defined in subsection (ddd));’’; 
and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘Comprehensive Cancer Care Planning 
Services 

‘‘(ddd)(1) The term ‘comprehensive cancer 
care planning services’ means— 

‘‘(A) with respect to an individual who is 
diagnosed with cancer, the development of a 
plan of care that— 

‘‘(i) details, to the greatest extent prac-
ticable, all aspects of the care to be provided 
to the individual, with respect to the treat-
ment of such cancer, including any curative 
treatment and comprehensive symptom 
management (such as palliative care) in-
volved; 

‘‘(ii) is furnished in written form to the in-
dividual in person within a period specified 
by the Secretary that is as soon as prac-
ticable after the date on which the indi-
vidual is so diagnosed; 

‘‘(iii) is furnished, to the greatest extent 
practicable, in a form that appropriately 
takes into account cultural and linguistic 
needs of the individual in order to make the 
plan accessible to the individual; and 

‘‘(iv) is in accordance with standards deter-
mined by the Secretary to be appropriate; 

‘‘(B) with respect to an individual for 
whom a plan of care has been developed 
under subparagraph (A), the revision of such 
plan of care as necessary to account for any 
substantial change in the condition of the in-
dividual, if such revision— 

‘‘(i) is in accordance with clauses (i) and 
(iii) of such subparagraph; and 

‘‘(ii) is furnished in written form to the in-
dividual within a period specified by the Sec-
retary that is as soon as practicable after 
the date of such revision; 

‘‘(C) with respect to an individual who has 
completed the primary treatment for cancer, 
as defined by the Secretary (such as comple-
tion of chemotherapy or radiation treat-
ment), the development of a follow-up cancer 
care plan that— 

‘‘(i) describes the elements of the primary 
treatment, including symptom management, 
furnished to such individual; 

‘‘(ii) provides recommendations for the 
subsequent care of the individual with re-
spect to the cancer involved; 

‘‘(iii) is furnished in written form to the in-
dividual in person within a period specified 
by the Secretary that is as soon as prac-
ticable after the completion of such primary 
treatment; 

‘‘(iv) is furnished, to the greatest extent 
practicable, in a form that appropriately 
takes into account cultural and linguistic 
needs of the individual in order to make the 
plan accessible to the individual; and 

‘‘(v) is in accordance with standards deter-
mined by the Secretary to be appropriate; 
and 

‘‘(D) with respect to an individual for 
whom a follow-up cancer care plan has been 
developed under subparagraph (C), the revi-
sion of such plan as necessary to account for 
any substantial change in the condition of 
the individual, if such revision— 

‘‘(i) is in accordance with clauses (i), (ii), 
and (iv) of such subparagraph; and 

‘‘(ii) is furnished in written form to the in-
dividual within a period specified by the Sec-
retary that is as soon as practicable after 
the date of such revision. 

‘‘(2) The Secretary shall establish stand-
ards to carry out paragraph (1) in consulta-
tion with appropriate organizations rep-
resenting providers of services related to 
cancer treatment and organizations rep-
resenting survivors of cancer. Such stand-
ards shall include standards for determining 
the need and frequency for revisions of the 
plans of care and follow-up plans based on 
changes in the condition of the individual 
and standards for the communication of the 
plan to the patient.’’. 

(b) PAYMENT.—Section 1833(a)(1) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395l(a)(1)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘and’’ before ‘‘(V)’’ and 
inserting before the semicolon at the end the 
following: ‘‘, and (W) with respect to com-
prehensive cancer care planning services de-
scribed in any of subparagraphs (A) through 
(D) of section 1861(ddd)(1), the amount paid 
shall be an amount equal to the sum of (i) 
the national average amount under the phy-
sician fee schedule established under section 
1848 for a new patient office consultation of 
the highest level of service in the non-facil-
ity setting, and (ii) the national average 
amount under such fee schedule for a physi-
cian certification described in section 
1814(a)(2) for home health services furnished 
to an individual by a home health agency 
under a home health plan of care’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to services 
furnished on or after the first day of the first 
calendar year that begins after the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 102. DEMONSTRATION PROJECT TO PRO-

VIDE COMPREHENSIVE CANCER 
CARE SYMPTOM MANAGEMENT 
SERVICES UNDER MEDICARE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning not later than 
180 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services (in this section referred to as the 
‘‘Secretary’’) shall conduct a two-year dem-
onstration project (in this section referred to 
as the ‘‘demonstration project’’) under title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act under which 
payment shall be made under such title for 
comprehensive cancer care symptom man-
agement services, including items and serv-
ices described in subparagraphs (A) through 
(I) of section 1861(dd)(1) of the Social Secu-
rity Act, furnished by an eligible entity, in 
accordance with a plan developed under sub-
paragraph (A) or (C) of section 1861(ddd)(1) of 
such Act, as added by section 101(a). Sections 
1812(d) and 1814(a)(7) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 
1395d(d), 1395f(a)(7)) are not applicable to 
items and services furnished under the dem-
onstration project. Participation of Medicare 
beneficiaries in the demonstration project 
shall be voluntary. 

(b) QUALIFICATIONS AND SELECTION OF ELI-
GIBLE ENTITIES.— 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 13:07 Oct 26, 2010 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00032 Fmt 0685 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR08\S31MR8.001 S31MR8er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
5C

LS
3C

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 4 4485 March 31, 2008 
(1) QUALIFICATIONS.—For purposes of sub-

section (a), the term ‘‘eligible entity’’ means 
an entity (such as a cancer center, hospital, 
academic health center, hospice program, 
physician practice, school of nursing, vis-
iting nurse association, or other home health 
agency) that the Secretary determines is ca-
pable, directly or through an arrangement 
with a hospice program (as defined in section 
1861(dd)(2) of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1395x(dd)(2))), of providing the items 
and services described in such subsection. 

(2) SELECTION.—The Secretary shall select 
not more than 10 eligible entities to partici-
pate in the demonstration project. Such en-
tities shall be selected in a manner so that 
the demonstration project is conducted in 
different regions across the United States 
and in urban and rural locations. 

(c) EVALUATION AND REPORT.— 
(1) EVALUATION.—The Secretary shall con-

duct a comprehensive evaluation of the dem-
onstration project to determine— 

(A) the effectiveness of the project in im-
proving patient outcomes; 

(B) the cost of providing comprehensive 
symptom management, including palliative 
care, from the time of diagnosis; 

(C) the effect of comprehensive cancer care 
planning and the provision of comprehensive 
symptom management on patient outcomes, 
cancer care expenditures, and the utilization 
of hospitalization and emergent care serv-
ices; and 

(D) potential savings to the Medicare pro-
gram demonstrated by the project. 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than the date that 
is one year after the date on which the dem-
onstration project concludes, the Secretary 
shall submit to Congress a report on the 
evaluation conducted under paragraph (1). 
TITLE II—COMPREHENSIVE PALLIATIVE 

CARE AND SYMPTOM MANAGEMENT 
PROGRAMS 

SEC. 201. GRANTS FOR COMPREHENSIVE PALLIA-
TIVE CARE AND SYMPTOM MANAGE-
MENT PROGRAMS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health 
and Human Services shall make grants to el-
igible entities for the purpose of— 

(1) establishing a new palliative care and 
symptom management program for cancer 
patients; or 

(2) expanding an existing palliative care 
and symptom management program for can-
cer patients. 

(b) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—Activities 
funded through a grant under this section 
may include— 

(1) securing consultative services and ad-
vice from institutions with extensive experi-
ence in developing and managing comprehen-
sive palliative care and symptom manage-
ment programs; 

(2) expanding an existing program to serve 
more patients or enhance the range or qual-
ity of services, including cancer treatment 
patient education services, that are pro-
vided; 

(3) developing a program that would ensure 
the inclusion of cancer treatment patient 
education in the coordinated cancer care 
model; and 

(4) establishing an outreach program to 
partner with an existing comprehensive care 
program and obtain expert consultative serv-
ices and advice. 

(c) DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.—In making 
grants and distributing the funds under this 
section, the Secretary shall ensure that— 

(1) two-thirds of the funds appropriated to 
carry out this section for each fiscal year are 
used for establishing new palliative care and 
symptom management programs, of which 

not less than half of such two-thirds shall be 
for programs in medically underserved com-
munities to address issues of racial and eth-
nic disparities in access to cancer care; and 

(2) one-third of the funds appropriated to 
carry out this section for each fiscal year are 
used for expanding existing palliative care 
and symptom management programs. 

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘eligible entity’’ includes— 
(A) an academic medical center, a cancer 

center, a hospital, a school of nursing, or a 
health system capable of administering a 
palliative care and symptom management 
program for cancer patients; 

(B) a physician practice with care teams, 
including nurses and other professionals 
trained in palliative care and symptom man-
agement; 

(C) a visiting nurse association or other 
home care agency with experience admin-
istering a palliative care and symptom man-
agement program; 

(D) a hospice; and 
(E) any other health care agency or entity, 

as the Secretary determines appropriate. 
(2) The term ‘‘medically underserved com-

munity’’ has the meeting given to that term 
in section 799B(6) of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act (42 U.S.C. 295p(6)). 

(3) The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services. 

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—To 
carry out this section, there are authorized 
to be appropriated such sums as may be nec-
essary for each of the fiscal years 2009 
through 2013. 
TITLE III—PROVIDER EDUCATION RE-

GARDING PALLIATIVE CARE AND SYMP-
TOM MANAGEMENT. 

SEC. 301. GRANTS TO IMPROVE HEALTH PROFES-
SIONAL EDUCATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health 
and Human Services shall make grants to el-
igible entities to enable the entities to im-
prove the quality of graduate and post-
graduate training of physicians, nurses, and 
other health care providers in palliative care 
and symptom management for cancer pa-
tients. 

(b) APPLICATION.—To seek a grant under 
this section, an eligible entity shall submit 
an application at such time, in such manner, 
and containing such information as the Sec-
retary may require. At a minimum, the Sec-
retary shall require that each such applica-
tion demonstrate— 

(1) the ability to incorporate palliative 
care and symptom management into train-
ing programs; and 

(2) the ability to collect and analyze data 
related to the effectiveness of educational ef-
forts. 

(c) EVALUATION.—The Secretary shall de-
velop and implement a plan for evaluating 
the effects of professional training programs 
funded through this section. 

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘eligible entity’’ means a can-

cer center (including an NCI-designated can-
cer center), an academic health center, a 
physician practice, a school of nursing, or a 
visiting nurse association or other home care 
agency. 

(2) The term ‘‘NCI-designated cancer cen-
ter’’ means a cancer center receiving funds 
through a P30 Cancer Center Support Grant 
of the National Cancer Institute. 

(3) The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services. 

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—To 
carry out this section, there are authorized 
to be appropriated such sums as may be nec-
essary for each of the fiscal years 2009 
through 2013. 

SEC. 302. GRANTS TO IMPROVE CONTINUING 
PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health 
and Human Services shall make grants to el-
igible entities to improve the quality of con-
tinuing professional education provided to 
qualified individuals regarding palliative 
care and symptom management. 

(b) APPLICATION.—To seek a grant under 
this section, an eligible entity shall submit 
an application at such time, in such manner, 
and containing such information as the Sec-
retary may require. At a minimum, the Sec-
retary shall require that each such applica-
tion demonstrate— 

(1) experience in sponsoring continuing 
professional education programs; 

(2) the ability to reach health care pro-
viders and other professionals who are en-
gaged in cancer care; 

(3) the capacity to develop innovative 
training programs; and 

(4) the ability to evaluate the effectiveness 
of educational efforts. 

(c) EVALUATION.—The Secretary shall de-
velop and implement a plan for evaluating 
the effects of continuing professional edu-
cation programs funded through this section. 

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘eligible entity’’ means a can-

cer center (including an NCI-designated can-
cer center), an academic health center, a 
school of nursing, or a professional society 
that supports continuing professional edu-
cation programs. 

(2) The term ‘‘NCI-designated cancer cen-
ter’’ means a cancer center receiving funds 
through a P30 Cancer Center Support Grant 
of the National Cancer Institute. 

(3) The term ‘‘qualified individual’’ means 
a physician, nurse, social worker, chaplain, 
psychologist, or other individual who is in-
volved in providing palliative care and symp-
tom management services to cancer pa-
tients. 

(4) The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services. 

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—To 
carry out this section, there are authorized 
to be appropriated such sums as may be nec-
essary for each of the fiscal years 2009 
through 2013. 

TITLE IV—RESEARCH ON END-OF-LIFE 
TOPICS FOR CANCER PATIENTS 

SEC. 401. RESEARCH PROGRAM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health shall establish a 
program of grants for research on palliative 
care, symptom management, communication 
skills, and other end-of-life topics for cancer 
patients. 

(b) INCLUSION OF NATIONAL RESEARCH INSTI-
TUTES.—In carrying out the program estab-
lished under this section, the Director should 
provide for the participation of the National 
Cancer Institute, the National Institute of 
Nursing Research, and any other national re-
search institute that has been engaged in re-
search described in subsection (a). 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘Director’’ means the Direc-

tor of the National Institutes of Health. 
(2) The term ‘‘national research institute’’ 

has the meaning given to that term in sec-
tion 401(g) of the Public Health Service Act 
(42 U.S.C. 281(g)). 

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—To 
carry out this section, there are authorized 
to be appropriated such sums as may be nec-
essary for each of the fiscal years 2009 
through 2013. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 490—RECOG-
NIZING THE ALVIN AILEY AMER-
ICAN DANCE THEATER FOR 50 
YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE PER-
FORMING ARTS 

Mrs. CLINTON (for herself and Mr. 
SCHUMER) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 490 

Whereas the Alvin Ailey American Dance 
Theater (AAADT) is widely recognized as one 
of the world’s premier modern dance compa-
nies; 

Whereas AAADT is dedicated to promoting 
the uniqueness of the African-American cul-
tural experience, to preserving the heritage 
of modern dance, and to brining modern 
dance to people around the globe; 

Whereas, over its 50-year history, AAADT 
has performed for an estimated 21,000,000 
people in 48 States and in 71 countries on 6 
continents; 

Whereas AAADT tours more than any 
other performing arts company in the world; 

Whereas AAADT’s signature work, ‘‘Rev-
elations’’, has been seen by more people 
around the globe than any other work of 
dance; 

Whereas AAADT performs works by both 
emerging and established choreographers 
from throughout the United States and the 
world; 

Whereas AAADT’s home in New York City, 
The Joan Weill Center for Dance, is the larg-
est facility dedicated exclusively to dance in 
the United States; 

Whereas Alvin Ailey, founder of AAADT, 
received the United Nations Peace Medal in 
1982; 

Whereas President George W. Bush recog-
nized AAADT and Artistic Director Judith 
Jamison with the National Medal of Arts in 
2001, making AAADT the first dance com-
pany to be so honored; 

Whereas AAADT has performed for United 
States Presidents and foreign leaders 
throughout the company’s 50-year history, 
including performances in 1968 for President 
Johnson, in 1977 at the inaugural gala for 
President Carter, in 1993 at the inaugural 
gala for President Clinton, and in 2003 at a 
state dinner honoring President Mwai Kibaki 
of Kenya; 

Whereas, over the years, AAADT has 
brought the culture of the United States to 
audiences around the world with perform-
ances at such historic events as the Rio de 
Janeiro International Arts Festival in 1963, 
the first Negro Arts Festival in Dakar, Sen-
egal, in 1966, the fabled New Year’s Eve per-
formance for the Crown Prince of Morocco in 
1978, the Paris Centennial performance at 
the Grand Palais Theatre in 1989, 2 unprece-
dented engagements in South Africa in 1997 
and 1998, the 1996 and 2002 Olympic Games, 
the 2005 Stars of the White Nights festival in 
St. Petersburg, Russia, and the 2006 Les étés 
de la danse de Paris festival in Paris, France; 

Whereas AAADT annually provides more 
than 100,000 young people from diverse cul-
tural, social, and economic backgrounds 
with the opportunity to explore their cre-
ative potential and build their self-esteem 
through its Arts in Education and Commu-
nity Programs, which includes 9 AileyCamps 
in cities across the United States; 

Whereas Ailey II, the junior company to 
AAADT, reaches more than 69,000 people 

each year through its inspiring performances 
and outreach activities while touring to 
smaller communities in more than 50 North 
American cities; and 

Whereas the Ailey School, accredited by 
the National Association of Schools of 
Dance, provides the highest quality training 
consistent with the professional standards of 
AAADT, including a Certificate Program, a 
Fellowship Program, and a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts degree program in conjunction with 
Fordham University: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes and commends the Alvin 

Ailey American Dance Theater (AAADT) for 
50 years of service as a cultural ambassador 
of the United States to the world, by bring-
ing world-class American modern dance to 
an estimated 21,000,000 people around the 
globe; 

(2) recognizes that AAADT has been a true 
pioneer in the world of dance by establishing 
an extended cultural community that pro-
vides dance performances, training, and com-
munity programs to all people while using 
the beauty and humanity of the African- 
American heritage and other cultures to 
unite people of all ages, races, and back-
grounds; and 

(3) recognizes that Ailey II, the prestigious 
Ailey School, and the extensive and innova-
tive Arts in Education and Community Pro-
grams of AAADT train future generations of 
dancers and choreographers while continuing 
to expose young people from communities 
large and small to the arts. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 491—RECOG-
NIZING THE NEED AND IMPOR-
TANCE OF PROVIDING ADDI-
TIONAL FEDERAL FUNDS FOR 
THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY 
TO CARRY OUT HURRICANE, 
COASTAL, AND FLOOD PROTEC-
TION AND HURRICANE AND 
FLOOD DAMAGE REDUCTION AC-
TIVITIES AND RELATED FEA-
TURES IN THE STATE OF LOU-
ISIANA 

Mr. VITTER submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works: 

S. RES. 491 

Whereas the restoration of the infrastruc-
ture, hurricane, flood protection, ecosystem, 
and habitat of the State of Louisiana is crit-
ical to the United States economy because— 

(1) Louisiana is the key to United States 
energy security, providing nearly 30 percent 
of the energy required to power the United 
States economy; 

(2) Louisiana provides more than 25 per-
cent of the seafood consumed in the United 
States; 

(3) Louisiana provides the largest port sys-
tem in the world (having 5 of 15 ports with 
the most total tonnage of all ports in the 
United States); and 

(4) more than 36 States depend on mari-
time commerce on waterways in Louisiana 
to receive goods and services; 

Whereas, in 2005, Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita devastated Louisiana, causing the death 
of more than 1,400, the loss of 217 square 
miles of coastal land and wetlands, and de-
stroyed the integrity and performance of the 
hurricane protection system; 

Whereas in Louisiana Hurricanes Katrina 
and Rita initially caused the evacuation and 

displacement of 1,300,000 residents of Lou-
isiana, destroyed more than 200,000 homes, 40 
schools, and 10 hospitals, damaged 835 
schools, flooded more than 16,000 businesses, 
caused the loss of 179,000 jobs, and resulted in 
property losses of more than $100,000,000,000 
in the State; 

Whereas Louisiana had a reduction in 
gross State product of $7,400,000,000 during 
the period beginning on the date of occur-
rence of Hurricane Katrina and ending on 
June 30, 2006; 

Whereas Federal funds are needed, in addi-
tion to the fiscal year 2009 budget request of 
the President, to reduce the risk to the 
greater New Orleans, Louisiana, area from 
storm surges to provide at least an updated 
100-year protection standard and address as-
sociated flood protection needs to meet the 
President’s commitment to complete the 
Corps of Engineers work necessary for the 
updated 100-year protection standard for the 
greater New Orleans area by the 2011 hurri-
cane season; 

Whereas, in accordance with section 7012(c) 
of the Water Resources Development Act of 
2007 (121 Stat. 1279), the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure of the House of 
Representatives and the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works of the Senate 
may adopt a resolution to allow for appro-
priation of additional Federal funds that ex-
ceed 25 percent of the authorized level for 
the activities identified in subsection (a) of 
that section; 

Whereas, the historic cost share for cur-
rent and future work for the Southeast Lou-
isiana Project is 75 percent Federal and 25 
percent non-Federal, in accordance with sec-
tion 533(d) of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 1996 (110 Stat. 3775), as recon-
firmed by Congress in subsequent supple-
mental legislation related to the 2005 hurri-
canes; and 

Whereas, the historic cost share for the 
Lake Pontchartrain and Vicinity project is 
70 percent Federal and 30 percent non-Fed-
eral, in accordance with section 204 of the 
Flood Control Act of 1965 (79 Stat. 1077), as 
reconfirmed by Congress in subsequent sup-
plemental legislation: 

Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the urgency for Congress to 

approve additional Federal funds required by 
the Corps of Engineers by October 1, 2008, to 
complete hurricane, coastal, and flood pro-
tection and hurricane and flood damage re-
duction activities and related features to 
meet the President’s commitment to com-
plete the Corps of Engineers work necessary 
for the updated 100-year protection standard 
for the greater New Orleans area by the 2011 
hurricane season; and 

(2) finds that, given the significance and 
consequences of the 2005 Hurricanes Katrina 
and Rita, the additional Federal funds to re-
duce the risk to the greater New Orleans, 
Louisiana, area from storm surges and to 
provide at least an updated 100-year protec-
tion standard and address associated flood 
protection needs shall be carried out at full 
Federal expense. 
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