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services. Strengthening the emergency 
response and recovery capabilities were 
among the recommendations sug-
gested. H.R. 3352 addresses these rec-
ommendations directly, and meets 
homeland security and maritime do-
main awareness needs. 

I want to commend our friend Con-
gressman DON YOUNG for introducing 
this bill, and urge all Members to sup-
port it. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Madam Speak-

er, I rise in support of H.R. 3352. 
Hydrographic surveys and shoreline 

mapping activities provide data to 
produce accurate nautical charts. 
Many vessels from large container 
ships and oil tankers to the smaller 
commercial fishing vessels and rec-
reational boaters rely on nautical 
charts to safely navigate U.S. water-
ways. There is currently a backlog in 
the survey work, making many nau-
tical charts out of date. H.R. 3352 will 
reauthorize the program that supports 
hydrographic surveys and shoreline 
mapping activities, and continue the 
efforts to provide all users with accu-
rate nautical charts. I urge an ‘‘aye’’ 
vote. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. ABERCROMBIE. I yield back the 

balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Hawaii (Mr. ABER-
CROMBIE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3352, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

NATIONAL FISH AND WILDLIFE 
FOUNDATION ESTABLISHMENT 
ACT AMENDMENT OF 2008 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 3891) to amend the 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
Establishment Act to increase the 
number of Directors on the Board of 
Directors of the National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3891 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National 
Fish and Wildlife Foundation Establishment 
Act Amendment of 2008’’. 

SEC. 2. BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE FOUNDA-
TION. 

Section 3(a) of the National Fish and Wild-
life Foundation Establishment Act (16 U.S.C. 
3702(a)) is amended by striking paragraph (1) 
and inserting the following: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Foundation shall 
have a governing Board of Directors (referred 
to in this Act as the ‘Board’), which shall 
consist of 30 Directors appointed in accord-
ance with subsection (b), each of whom shall 
be a United States citizen.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Hawaii (Mr. ABERCROMBIE) and the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Hawaii. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Madam Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 days to revise and 
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material on the bill under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Hawaii? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Madam Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Madam Speaker, H.R. 3891, intro-
duced by my colleague from South 
Carolina (Mr. BROWN), expands the size 
of the Board of Directors of the Na-
tional Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
from 25 to 30 members. 

The National Fish and Wildlife Foun-
dation was established by Congress in 
1984 as a charitable nonprofit corpora-
tion. The foundation was formed to fur-
ther the conservation and management 
of fish, wildlife, plants, and other nat-
ural resources by the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service and the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration. 

While the foundation and its con-
servation programs continue to grow 
and fundraising for these programs 
keeps pace, it is considerably more dif-
ficult to meet the increasing adminis-
trative expenses of the foundation. Ex-
panding the size of the board of direc-
tors will improve the ability of the 
foundation to raise private funds, to 
cover its administrative expenses, and 
to improve the implementation of its 
conservation programs. 

I commend Congressman HENRY 
BROWN, again, a good friend of many of 
us here in the Congress and a friend of 
the Natural Resources, for introducing 
this bill, and urge all Members to sup-
port it. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Madam Speak-

er, I rise in support of H.R. 3891. It does 
increase by five members the Board of 
Directors on the National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation. 

Since its inception, this foundation 
has financed more than 9,500 conserva-
tion projects to sustain, restore, and 

enhance fish wildlife population and 
their essential habitat. Under current 
law, the Secretary of the Interior may 
appoint 25 individuals to serve on the 
Board of Directors. These members 
have expertise in fish, wildlife, natural 
resources, and conservation. They 
serve as conservation ambassadors, and 
they approve projects submitted to the 
foundation, and raise funds for the op-
eration of this successful organization. 
The additional five members will help 
to enhance that job description. I urge 
my colleagues to vote favorably on 
H.R. 3891. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Madam Speak-

er, before yielding back the balance of 
my time, and I will do so, I have a brief 
closing insert that I would like to read 
from Congresswoman BORDALLO who, 
as I indicated, finds it impossible to be 
here today at this time. She says as 
follows: 

Madam Speaker, as Chairwoman on 
the Subcommittee on Fisheries, Wild-
life, Oceans, I reiterate that the Nat-
ural Resources Committee supports 
this bill as a means to maximize com-
munity participation in the activities 
of the Fish and Wildlife Foundation. 

It is our expectation, that is to say 
Congresswoman BORDALLO’s expecta-
tion, that the foundation will view this 
expansion of its Board of Directors as 
an opportunity to increase the diver-
sity of professional backgrounds and 
views that board members bring to the 
foundation, and also that the Secretary 
of the Interior will appoint qualified 
individuals, hopefully with conserva-
tion experience in the offshore terri-
tories. 

Mr. BROWN of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to speak on H.R. 3891, 
a bill I introduced with Fisheries, Oceans and 
Wildlife Subcommittee Chairwoman MADELEINE 
BORDALLO. The fundamental purpose of this 
legislation is to increase from 25 to 30 the 
number of members who may serve on the 
Board of Directors of the National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation. 

The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
was created by Congress in 1984. Since that 
time, it has financed more than 9,500 con-
servation projects throughout the United 
States and in other countries. By using a part-
nership and challenge grant approach, the 
Foundation has provided $1.3 billion in critical 
funding to accomplish its strategic goals of 
sustaining, restoring and enhancing fish, wild-
life and plant populations and their essential 
habitat. 

Under current law, the Secretary of the Inte-
rior may appoint up to 25 individuals to serve 
on the Foundation’s Board of Directors. The 
members of this Board have expertise in fish, 
wildlife and natural resource conservation; 
they serve as conservation Ambassadors 
throughout the world; they review and approve 
projects submitted to the Foundation and they 
raise funds for the operation of this highly suc-
cessful organization. 
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By increasing the size of the Board, we will 

greatly enhance the Foundation’s ability to fi-
nance additional meritorious projects in the fu-
ture. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yea’’ on H.R. 
3891. 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Madam Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Hawaii (Mr. ABER-
CROMBIE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3891, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1445 

HALE SCOUTS ACT 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 2675) to provide for 
the conveyance of approximately 140 
acres of land in the Ouachita National 
Forest in Oklahoma to the Indian Na-
tions Council, Inc., of the Boy Scouts 
of America, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2675 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Help to Access 
Land for the Education of Scouts’’ or ‘‘HALE 
Scouts Act’’. 
SEC. 2. LAND CONVEYANCE, OUACHITA NATIONAL 

FOREST, OKLAHOMA. 
(a) FINDING.—Congress finds that it is in the 

public interest to provide for the sale of certain 
federally owned land in the Ouachita National 
Forest in Oklahoma to the Indian Nations 
Council, Inc., of the Boy Scouts of America, for 
market value consideration. 

(b) CONVEYANCE REQUIRED.—Subject to valid 
existing rights, the Secretary of Agriculture 
shall convey, by quitclaim deed, to the Indian 
Nations Council, Inc., of the Boy Scouts of 
America (in this section referred to as the 
‘‘Council’’) all right, title, and interest of the 
United States in and to certain National Forest 
System land in the Ouachita National Forest in 
the State of Oklahoma consisting of approxi-
mately 140 acres, depending on the final meas-
urement of the road set back and the actual size 
of the affected sections, as more fully described 
in subsection (c). The conveyance may not in-
clude any land located within the Indian Na-
tions National Scenic and Wildlife Area des-
ignated by section 10 of the Winding Stair 
Mountain National Recreation and Wilderness 
Area Act (16 U.S.C. 460vv–8). 

(c) COVERED LANDS.—The National Forest 
System land to be conveyed under subsection (b) 
is depicted on the map entitled ‘‘Boy Scout 
Land Request–Ouachita NF’’. The map shall be 
on file and available for public inspection in the 
Forest Service Regional Office in Atlanta, Geor-
gia. 

(d) CONSIDERATION.—As consideration for the 
land conveyed under subsection (b), the Council 

shall pay to the Secretary an amount equal to 
the fair market value of the land, as determined 
by an appraisal approved by the Secretary and 
done in conformity with the Uniform Appraisal 
Standards for Federal Land Acquisitions and 
section 206 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1716). 

(e) USE OF PROCEEDS.—The consideration re-
ceived under subsection (d) shall be deposited in 
the fund established by Public Law 90–171 (com-
monly known as the ‘‘Sisk Act’’; 16 U.S.C. 484a). 
The amount so deposited shall be available to 
the Secretary, without further appropriation, 
for expenditure for the acquisition of land and 
interests in land in the Ouachita National For-
est. 

(f) SURVEY AND ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—The 
exact acreage and legal description of the land 
to be conveyed under subsection (b) shall be de-
termined by a survey satisfactory to the Sec-
retary. The Council shall pay the reasonable 
costs of survey, appraisal, and any administra-
tive analyses required by law. 

(g) ACCESS.—Access to the land conveyed 
under subsection (b) shall be from the adjacent 
land of the Council or its successor. Notwith-
standing section 1323(a) of the Alaska National 
Interest Lands Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 
3210(a)), the Secretary shall not be required to 
provide additional access to the conveyed land. 

(h) ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The 
Secretary may prescribe such terms and condi-
tions on the conveyance under subsection (b) as 
the Secretary considers in the public interest, 
including the reservation of access rights to the 
conveyed land for administrative purposes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Hawaii (Mr. ABERCROMBIE) and the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Hawaii. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Madam Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Hawaii? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Madam Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Madam Speaker, H.R. 2675 was intro-
duced by my colleague and our friend 
on the Natural Resources Committee, 
Representative DAN BOREN. 

The legislation directs the Secretary 
of Agriculture to convey 140 acres of 
public land in Oklahoma, administered 
by the United States Forest Service, to 
the Indian Nations Council of the Boy 
Scouts of America. The Boy Scouts 
will use this land to expand their exist-
ing camping. The Boy Scouts will pay 
a fair market value for the land. 

Madam Speaker, I want to commend 
our colleague and friend, Representa-
tive BOREN, for his work on this bill. I 
support the passage of H.R. 2675, as 
amended. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Madam Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

I rise in support of H.R. 2675, and we 
are pleased to support this legislation 
that will help the young men of Okla-
homa by allowing the Boy Scouts of 
America to expand their summer camp 
within the forest to accommodate the 
fast-growing number of campers. This 
speaks volumes about the excellent or-
ganization that is the Boy Scouts of 
America, and we compliment Rep-
resentative BOREN on his efforts. Hope-
fully this land conveyance will ease 
some of the pain the scouting commu-
nity suffered when Congressman BOREN 
left the Scouts shortly before attaining 
the rank of tenderfoot. 

I want to thank Chairman RAHALL 
and the professional staff for moving 
this bill along expeditiously, and thank 
my friend from Hawaii for his efforts 
on this particular legislation, and 
thank the gentleman from Oklahoma 
for having a wonderful bill. I urge 
Members to support this particular leg-
islation. 

Mr. BOREN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in strong support for H.R. 2675, the HALE 
Scouts Act. This bill would grant the U.S. For-
est Service authority to sell roughly 140 acres 
of land to the Indian Nations Council of Boy 
Scouts, which is adjacent to the Scout’s sum-
mer camp, Camp Tom Hale located in 
Talihina, OK. The Council is a nonprofit orga-
nization providing educational programs for 
boys and young adults to build character, to 
train in the responsibilities of citizenship, and 
to develop personal fitness, 

The camp first opened in June 1930 to 
serve Boy Scouts in the McAlester, Oklahoma 
area. It was originally located at what is now 
Robbers Cave State Park near Wilburton, 
Oklahoma. In 1963, the Boy Scout Council in 
McAlester worked with the State of Oklahoma 
and the U.S. Forest Service to exchange the 
camp at Robbers Cave for 480 acres of wil-
derness area in the Ouachita National Forest. 
This ‘‘new’’ Camp Hale has continued as a 
summer adventure camp serving thousands of 
scouts during the intervening 41 years. In 
1997, the Council board developed a strategic 
plan for a $3.5 million expansion and renova-
tion of the camp. Since then, the Council has 
spent in excess of $1 million continually updat-
ing and expanding facilities to meet the needs 
of scouts. As a result, a renewed emphasis on 
wilderness and the outdoors has flourished, 
with over 6,000 scouts and leaders from a five 
state area attending weekly sessions offered 
in June and July and enjoying the beautiful 
Ouachita Forest. Attendance has now exceed-
ed the maximum number of available camp-
sites and program areas, which is causing 
Camp Hale to begin turning away hundreds of 
scouts each summer. 

It is now critical for camp growth that the 
boundaries be extended to include more area 
for camping and additional program and train-
ing services. Successful completion of this ob-
jective will allow the Boy Scouts to continue 
the expansion of outdoor and leadership train-
ing for thousands of youth living in the Central 
Southwest and bring additional usage and en-
joyment of the Ouachita Forest to more fami-
lies. I greatly appreciate this body’s consider-
ation of this measure, and urge my colleagues 
support. 
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