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In 1940, a reporter, right before the 

great World War II, made this com-
ment, he said, ‘‘This nation will remain 
the land of the free only so long as it 
is the home of the brave.’’ 

Our country, Mr. Speaker, will long 
survive and live free because of the 
likes of Scott McIntosh and his band of 
brothers. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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THE BIGGEST BURDEN OF THE 
IRAQ CONFLICT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I’m 
really glad to be back in the House. 
I’ve been away for over 6 weeks because 
of back surgery. I’ve been patched up, 
and I’m going to be just fine. I’m not 
worried about myself. But I’m worried, 
and I hope every Member of the House 
is worried about the hundreds of thou-
sands of American soldiers and civil-
ians who have been injured in the con-
flict in Iraq. 

Nearly 30,000, probably many, many 
more of our brave troops have been 
wounded. 

Many have injuries that will rack 
their bodies and their minds for the 
rest of their lives. 

Yet Vice President CHENEY said last 
week that President Bush carries the 
biggest burden of this conflict. Tell 
that to the widows and widowers, Mr. 
Vice President. Tell that to the fami-
lies who have been devastated by the 
injuries to their loved ones. Tell that 
to the children who see their mother or 
father in a hospital bed without a limb 
or with a terrible head wound. Tell 
that to the veterans who have not got-
ten the care they need and the care 
they deserve, the care we promised 
them. 

One of our soldiers in Iraq, Lieuten-
ant Sean Walsh, wrote a piece for Time 
magazine recently about the human 
costs of the occupation. He wrote that 
his fellow soldiers have become his 
family and that three of them have 
died. And he asked the question, ‘‘What 
is worth the lives of three of your loved 
ones?’’ It is a good question. 

And so I would like to ask every 
Member of this House who supports the 
occupation the very same question: Is 
our occupation of Iraq worth the lives 
of three of your loved ones? 

We must also remember the Iraq ci-
vilians who have been injured. We seem 
to forget them, and that is truly a dis-
grace. According to the best estimates, 
anywhere from 80,000 to 150,000 civil-
ians have been injured. And the real 
number, the real number is certainly 
much, much higher. 

What kind of health care are they, 
the Iraqi civilians, getting? The Inter-

national Committee of the Red Cross 
reported last month that public hos-
pitals in Iraq now provide 30,000 beds. 
Mr. Speaker, that is less than half of 
the 80,000 that are needed. 

In addition, 2,200 doctors and nurses 
have been killed since the year 2003, 
and another 250 have been kidnapped. 
And the current conflict has worsened 
the impact of the previous war and the 
years of international sanctions. Of the 
34,000 doctors registered in Iraq in 1990, 
20,000 have fled the country, some by 
choice and others by force. What about 
their burden, Mr. Vice President? 

Meanwhile, the administration con-
tinues to play its cynical game with 
troop levels. It is clear that the admin-
istration intends to keep 140,000 troops 
in Iraq until it leaves office in order to 
put an artificial lid on this violence. 
That way, the outgoing administration 
can say that it improved the security 
situation and that we are on the road 
to victory in Iraq. 

But the truth is, all that has been 
achieved is a temporary military and 
political stalemate, new explosions of 
violence coming as I stand here speak-
ing on the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

And while we continue to be bogged 
down in a civil war in Iraq, a conflict 
that began centuries before 9/11, the 
real enemy, al Qaeda, grows stronger in 
its cozy, safe haven in Pakistan. 

The administration is often criticized 
for not having an exit strategy in Iraq. 
But in my view, the reason the Presi-
dent never had an exit strategy is be-
cause he never intended to exit Iraq. 
Permanent occupation has always been 
his game plan. 

So, Mr. Speaker, it’s up to the Con-
gress to implement the will of the 
American people and end the occupa-
tion with a responsible redeployment 
of our troops. The best way to honor 
those who have died or have been in-
jured in this occupation is to ensure 
that more won’t die and more won’t be 
injured. 

That is why I will continue to speak 
up for our brave troops and for the in-
nocent Iraqis who are, despite what the 
Vice President may think, the ones 
who are carrying the biggest burden. 
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SUNSET MEMORIAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, I stand, once again, before this body 
with yet another Sunset Memorial. It 
is March 31, 2008, in the land of the free 
and the home of the brave. And before 
the sun sets today in America, almost 
4,000 more defenseless, unborn children 
were killed by abortion on demand. 
That’s just today, Mr. Speaker. That is 
more than the number of innocent 
American lives that were lost on Sep-

tember 11 times 15,000, the total num-
ber that were lost on September 11. 

It has now been exactly 12,852 days 
since the travesty called Roe v. Wade 
was handed down. Since then, the very 
foundation of this Nation has been 
stained by the blood of almost 50 mil-
lion of our own children. Some of them, 
Mr. Speaker, died and cried and 
screamed as they died. But because it 
was amniotic fluid passing over the 
vocal cords rather than air, we couldn’t 
hear them. 

All of them had at least four things 
in common. They were each just little 
babies who had done nothing wrong to 
anyone. Each one of them died a name-
less and lonely death. And each of their 
mothers, whether she realizes it or not, 
will never be the same. And all of the 
gifts that these children might have 
brought to humanity are lost forever. 

Yet, even in the full glare of such 
tragedy, this generation clings to 
blind, invincible ignorance while his-
tory repeats itself and our own silent 
genocide mercilessly annihilates the 
most helpless of all victims to date: 
those yet unborn. 

Mr. Speaker, perhaps it’s important 
for those in this chamber to remind 
ourselves again of why we are really all 
here. Thomas Jefferson said, ‘‘The care 
of human life and its happiness and not 
its destruction is the chief and only ob-
ject of good government.’’ 

The phrase in the 14th amendment 
capsulizes our entire Constitution. It 
says: ‘‘No state shall deprive any per-
son of life, liberty or property without 
due process of law.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, protecting the lives of 
our innocent citizens and their con-
stitutional rights is why we are all 
here. It is our sworn oath. 

The bedrock foundation of this Re-
public is that clarion declaration of the 
self-evident truth that all human 
beings are created equal and they are 
endowed by their Creator with the 
unalienable rights of life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness. 

Every conflict our Nation has ever 
faced can be traced to our commitment 
to this core, self-evident truth. It has 
made us the beacon of hope for the en-
tire world. It is who we are. And yet, 
Mr. Speaker, another day has passed. 
And we in this body have failed again 
to honor that foundational commit-
ment. We failed our sworn oath, and we 
failed our God-given responsibility as 
we broke faith with the nearly 4,000 
more innocent American babies who 
died today without the protection that 
we should have given them. And it 
seems so sad, Mr. Speaker, to me that 
this Sunset Memorial may be the only 
remembrance that these children who 
died today will ever have in this Cham-
ber. 

And so just as small a gesture as it 
might be, I would ask those who are in-
clined for just a moment of silence at 
this time for these little, lost Ameri-
cans. 
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