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That’s why ‘‘A City of Immigrants— 

Dreams and Realities of Life in New York, 
1840–2007,’’ the history course Briscat and 
Grolimund are teaching, is so appropriate. 
For these kids, history is more than learning 
about events that took place many years be-
fore they were born. 

For them, the history of New York is their 
own and that of their parents; it is the strug-
gle and the hopes and dreams of people like 
themselves who make our city vibrant and 
alive and unique. 

‘‘Immigration has defined the history of 
New York City,’’ reads the introduction to 
the curriculum of ‘‘A City of Immigrants,’’ 
which was developed by the LaGuardia and 
Wagner Archives of LaGuardia Community 
College. 

This became even more evident for the stu-
dents on Tuesday, when three of the people 
they had been studying in class—all of whom 
have their immigrant experiences chronicled 
in the fourth-grade curriculum of ‘‘A City of 
Immigrants’’—came to visit them. 

Esther Levine, born in 1919, was the daugh-
ter of Morris Levine, one of millions of East-
ern European Jews who fled religious perse-
cution from the 1880s through the 1920s. 

She told the children about her father, who 
became a traveling salesman, about Dora, 
her mother, and their life on Essex St. on a 
very different lower East Side of Manhattan. 

Juan Rodrı́guez, a graphic designer at 
LaGuardia, a Dominican immigrant in his 
mid-30s, dreamed of being a baseball player. 
The kids were fascinated by his tale of play-
ing pelota with a glove made from cardboard 
in his native country when he was about 
their age. 

Fern Kahn, a former associate dean at 
LaGuardia, told the children about her life 
in New York in the 1950s, when she arrived 
from Jamaica to study at NYU. But it was 
when she spoke about her native country, 
and how she kept close ties with its culture, 
that the children could not stop asking ques-
tions. 

‘‘Many fourth- and fifth-graders, especially 
those in public schools in Queens, are mem-
bers of these ethnic groups,’’ said Richard 
Lieberman, the archives director. ‘‘By invit-
ing Fern, Juan and Esther to speak to the 
class, the children will gain an under-
standing of their own place in history and 
the important role they play in American so-
ciety.’’ 

They, these diverse New York children, 
will be the doctors, pilots and teachers of the 
future. And they will keep writing the his-
tory of our vibrant and unique city, which is, 
after all is said and done, their own story. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 31, 2008 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, on Tuesday, 
March 12, I was unable to vote on roll No. 126 
on the Motion to Adjourn. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on this motion. 

HONORING WILLIAM D. WHITE OF 
NAPA, CALIFORNIA 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 31, 2008 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize my good 
friend and former high school classmate, Wil-
liam D. ‘‘Bill’’ White, who has retired from the 
Napa County District Attorney’s Office after 35 
years of dedicated public service in law en-
forcement. 

Bill grew up near Lake Berryessa in Napa 
County and attended a small county elemen-
tary school that was variously housed in a 
county roads building, a laundromat, and a 
teacher’s home before a proper elementary 
school was built. When he moved to the ‘‘city 
schools’’ in St. Helena, he prospered. He was 
on the high school football and track teams, 
was both vice president and president of the 
Student Body Council and Model U.N. rep-
resentative. 

Bill began his law enforcement career short-
ly after he graduated from St. Helena High 
School. He enrolled in Napa Valley College 
and soon thereafter joined the campus police 
force. 

In 1973 Bill began working for the Calistoga 
Police Department as a patrolman and as a 
police dispatcher and later worked as a patrol-
man with the Suisun Police Department in So-
lano County. Bill joined the Napa County 
Sheriffs Department in 1977 and distinguished 
himself over the next 18 years as a patrol 
deputy, narcotics investigator, and homicide 
investigator. 

He joined the Napa County District Attor-
ney’s Office as an investigator in 1995, later 
becoming supervising investigator in 2004 and 
chief investigator in 2005. In these years he 
became an expert in domestic violence and 
homicide investigations. In the course of his 
career he has worked on more than 3,000 do-
mestic violence cases and became a court-ap-
proved expert in investigating these crimes. 

Madam Speaker, Bill White has provided an 
invaluable service to the people of Napa 
County for many years, and it is fitting and 
proper to honor him today and wish him well 
in his retirement. 
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HONORING BRIGHAM MATTHEW 
BARZEE 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 31, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Brigham Matthew Barzee 
of Kansas City, Missouri. Brigham is a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America, Troop 2137, and earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Brigham has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Brigham has been involved with 

Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Brigham Matthew Barzee 
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts 
of America and for his efforts put forth in 
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 31, 2008 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, on March 
12, 2008, I was unavoidably detained and was 
not able to record my votes for rollcall Nos. 
135–142. 

Had I been present I would have voted: roll-
call No. 135—‘‘yes’’—On Motion to Table the 
Appeal of the Ruling of the Chair; rollcall No. 
136—‘‘yes’’—On Approving the Journal; roll-
call No. 137—‘‘yes’’—Kilpatrick of Michigan 
Substitute Amendment; rollcall No. 138— 
‘‘yes’’—Lee of California Substitute Amend-
ment; rollcall No. 139—‘‘present’’—Call of the 
House; rollcall No. 140—‘‘no’’—Ryan of Wis-
consin Substitute Amendment; rollcall No. 
141—‘‘yes’’—Revising the congressional 
Budget for the United States Government for 
fiscal year 2008, establishing the congres-
sional budget for the United States Govern-
ment for fiscal year 2009, and setting forth ap-
propriate budgetary levels for fiscal years 
2010 through 2013; and rollcall No. 142— 
‘‘yes’’—Recognizing the exceptional sacrifice 
of the 69th Infantry Regiment, known as the 
Fighting 69th, in support of the Global War on 
Terror. 
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HONORING WOMEN’S HISTORY ALL 
YEAR AROUND 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 31, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing 
the everlasting accomplishments and contribu-
tions of women as we look to celebrate Na-
tional Women’s History beyond the month of 
March. 

This year’s theme, as resolved by the 
House of Representatives on March 4, 2008, 
was to increase awareness and knowledge of 
women’s involvement in history. It is an effort 
that is long overdue. Women have been pillars 
in our communities for centuries despite the 
sexism and discrimination that have limited 
their opportunities to succeed across all fields 
and disciplines. Their stories are undeniably 
woven in the fabric of our history, from colo-
nial times up through today. 

The fight of our sisters and mothers to over-
come stereotypes and other obstacles has 
helped carry out the promise of our democ-
racy and drawn us closer to a more perfect 
union. The names of those who have broken 
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through the barriers of the status quo include 
Harriet Tubman, whose stewardship of the Un-
derground Railroad helped free hundreds of 
thousands of African American slaves; Eliza-
beth Cady Stanton, whose activism pushed 
open the ballot box and made it possible for 
all women to vote; Rosa Parks, whose refusal 
to move to the back of an Alabama bus 
jumpstarted the modern civil rights movement; 
and Dolores Huerta, who, as co-founder of the 
United Farm Workers Union, helped secure 
fair wages and working conditions for thou-
sands of rural and urban workers. 

In our very own House of Representatives, 
the list of heroes includes the first woman in 
the U.S. Congress, Rep. Jeannette Rankin, 
and Shirley Chisholm, the first black woman 
elected to the U.S. Congress who later be-
come the first female and black Presidential 
candidate. It includes our very Speaker, 
NANCY PELOSI, who last year became the first 
woman elected to lead this grand Chamber. 

My district, New York’s 15th Congressional 
District, is not without its share of accom-
plished heroines. It is home to accomplished 
community leaders like Dr. Ramona 
Hernández, Director of the Dominican Studies 
Institute at the City University of New York; 
technology advocate Dr. Georgina Falú, 
founder and president of the Falú Foundation; 
prominent Harlem physician and activist Dr. 
Muriel Marjorie Petioni; and Susan Susman, 
founder of the Preserve West Park North Coa-
lition, who is an active member of the Mitchell 
Lama Residents Coalition and fierce housing 
activist. These are just some of the extraor-
dinary residents whose accomplishments 
sometimes go unnoticed by the media but who 
are working continually to improve the lives of 
their families and their communities. 

So Madam Speaker, I ask that you and my 
distinguished colleagues join me in recog-
nizing the contributions made and realities 
faced by women in the month of March and 
every day of the year. It is an effort that will 
bring us one step closer to a Nation that not 
only values equality and justice but is also 
firmly committed to securing it for all. 
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REBUILDING AMERICA’S FUTURE 

HON. RUSS CARNAHAN 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 31, 2008 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Madam Speaker, with an 
economic slowdown looming and the war in 
Iraq draining billions of dollars in public re-
sources every week, a strong Federal budget 
will give families the help they need to weath-
er tough times and prepare for a prosperous 
future. 

A budget that invests in America’s future will 
direct federal funding to where it’s needed 
most, especially health care, education, hous-
ing, nutrition, job training and other priorities 
that promote economic growth and expand op-
portunity. 

A budget resolution that invests in America’s 
future will include bold new investments in 
high-quality, affordable health care; strong 
public education; infrastructure and the devel-
opment of clean energy sources to end our 

dependence on foreign oil. It also means an 
end to the costly war in Iraq, and the repeal 
of President Bush’s irresponsible tax breaks 
for those who don’t need or want them. 

We should also be providing tax relief and 
help to struggling families and veterans; in-
crease homeland security funding; and reject 
the President’s cuts to our first responders. 

A budget that invests in America’s future will 
succeed only with broad support in Congress. 
I encourage my distinguished colleagues to 
support this proposed budget to rebuild Amer-
ica’s future. 
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HONORING ZACHARY ANTHONY 
LAYTON 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 31, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Zachary Anthony Layton of 
Platte City, Missouri. Zachary is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 1249, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Zachary has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Zachary has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Zachary Anthony Layton 
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts 
of America and for his efforts put forth in 
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF PRISCILLA 
RAKESTRAW, 24TH TRAILBLAZER 
AWARD RECIPIENT 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 31, 2008 

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to recognize 
Ms. Priscilla Rakestraw, who is the recipient of 
The Agenda for Delaware Women’s 24th Trail-
blazer Award. Priscilla was selected for this 
award because of her pioneer roles in formu-
lating corporate policy, community service, 
politics, and Government. 

During her career in human resources at the 
DuPont Company, Priscilla was instrumental in 
developing substance abuse and sexual har-
assment programs for DuPont. These pro-
grams gained recognition nationwide, eventu-
ally resulting in their adoption at DuPont loca-
tions throughout the United States. Due to 
Priscilla’s foresight and persistence, DuPont 
was able to provide assistance aimed at eradi-
cating harmful behaviors in the workplace. 

After leaving DuPont, Priscilla continued to 
use her skills and passion as a leader to ad-
vance causes for organizations she feels 

strongly about. She is active in raising funds 
for various community, church, and charitable 
organizations. As development director for Wil-
mington College, Priscilla played a vital part in 
raising funds to expand the university by ac-
quiring new college sites. As development di-
rector for the Delaware Breast Cancer Coali-
tion, she has raised funds for a new, more 
conveniently located facility. She has served 
on a number of boards, including Goodwill, the 
Ministry of Caring, the East Side Charter 
School, and the annual auction for the Em-
manuel Dining Room, where she raised over 
$500,000 to provide food to those in need. 

An advocate for women in politics and Gov-
ernment, Priscilla has long encouraged 
women to pursue positions in politics, she her-
self having extensive experience in the polit-
ical arena. Priscilla has held leadership posi-
tions in more than 120 campaigns, both at the 
national and State levels. She is presently the 
longest serving member of the Republican Na-
tional Committee, having held the position of 
Delaware’s Republican National Committee-
woman since the age of 27. She will attend 
the National Convention this year, as usual, 
and is a member of the Arrangements Com-
mittee and chair of the Convention’s Entertain-
ment Committee. 

I want to publicly thank, recognize and ac-
knowledge Priscilla Rakestraw for her many 
years of service and numerous contributions 
to the State of Delaware. She is an excellent 
role model for those who aspire to serve their 
community through both public office and pri-
vate service. She is a true trailblazer in every 
respect. 

f 

HONORING MARGARET TRUMAN 
DANIELS AND HER LIFETIME OF 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 31, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Margaret Truman Daniels, the daugh-
ter of a great American President and a pop-
ular mystery novelist whose source of grace 
and inimitable talent was no mystery. Her 
strong-willed parents, President Harry S. Tru-
man and his wife Bess, instilled in her a depth 
of character and a penchant for independence 
that remained with her a lifetime. She was 
their beloved only child who made a name for 
herself in the entertainment business—staking 
a claim in the worlds of music, television, 
radio, and books, and even establishing her 
own brand of critically-acclaimed Washington- 
based mystery novels. 

She was a longtime New York resident, and 
we are proud to have called her one of our 
own. The breadth of her talent and the legacy 
she sought to preserve set her apart, and that 
is what we celebrate today. 
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