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through the barriers of the status quo include 
Harriet Tubman, whose stewardship of the Un-
derground Railroad helped free hundreds of 
thousands of African American slaves; Eliza-
beth Cady Stanton, whose activism pushed 
open the ballot box and made it possible for 
all women to vote; Rosa Parks, whose refusal 
to move to the back of an Alabama bus 
jumpstarted the modern civil rights movement; 
and Dolores Huerta, who, as co-founder of the 
United Farm Workers Union, helped secure 
fair wages and working conditions for thou-
sands of rural and urban workers. 

In our very own House of Representatives, 
the list of heroes includes the first woman in 
the U.S. Congress, Rep. Jeannette Rankin, 
and Shirley Chisholm, the first black woman 
elected to the U.S. Congress who later be-
come the first female and black Presidential 
candidate. It includes our very Speaker, 
NANCY PELOSI, who last year became the first 
woman elected to lead this grand Chamber. 

My district, New York’s 15th Congressional 
District, is not without its share of accom-
plished heroines. It is home to accomplished 
community leaders like Dr. Ramona 
Hernández, Director of the Dominican Studies 
Institute at the City University of New York; 
technology advocate Dr. Georgina Falú, 
founder and president of the Falú Foundation; 
prominent Harlem physician and activist Dr. 
Muriel Marjorie Petioni; and Susan Susman, 
founder of the Preserve West Park North Coa-
lition, who is an active member of the Mitchell 
Lama Residents Coalition and fierce housing 
activist. These are just some of the extraor-
dinary residents whose accomplishments 
sometimes go unnoticed by the media but who 
are working continually to improve the lives of 
their families and their communities. 

So Madam Speaker, I ask that you and my 
distinguished colleagues join me in recog-
nizing the contributions made and realities 
faced by women in the month of March and 
every day of the year. It is an effort that will 
bring us one step closer to a Nation that not 
only values equality and justice but is also 
firmly committed to securing it for all. 

f 

REBUILDING AMERICA’S FUTURE 

HON. RUSS CARNAHAN 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 31, 2008 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Madam Speaker, with an 
economic slowdown looming and the war in 
Iraq draining billions of dollars in public re-
sources every week, a strong Federal budget 
will give families the help they need to weath-
er tough times and prepare for a prosperous 
future. 

A budget that invests in America’s future will 
direct federal funding to where it’s needed 
most, especially health care, education, hous-
ing, nutrition, job training and other priorities 
that promote economic growth and expand op-
portunity. 

A budget resolution that invests in America’s 
future will include bold new investments in 
high-quality, affordable health care; strong 
public education; infrastructure and the devel-
opment of clean energy sources to end our 

dependence on foreign oil. It also means an 
end to the costly war in Iraq, and the repeal 
of President Bush’s irresponsible tax breaks 
for those who don’t need or want them. 

We should also be providing tax relief and 
help to struggling families and veterans; in-
crease homeland security funding; and reject 
the President’s cuts to our first responders. 

A budget that invests in America’s future will 
succeed only with broad support in Congress. 
I encourage my distinguished colleagues to 
support this proposed budget to rebuild Amer-
ica’s future. 

f 

HONORING ZACHARY ANTHONY 
LAYTON 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 31, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Zachary Anthony Layton of 
Platte City, Missouri. Zachary is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 1249, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Zachary has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Zachary has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Zachary Anthony Layton 
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts 
of America and for his efforts put forth in 
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF PRISCILLA 
RAKESTRAW, 24TH TRAILBLAZER 
AWARD RECIPIENT 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 31, 2008 

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to recognize 
Ms. Priscilla Rakestraw, who is the recipient of 
The Agenda for Delaware Women’s 24th Trail-
blazer Award. Priscilla was selected for this 
award because of her pioneer roles in formu-
lating corporate policy, community service, 
politics, and Government. 

During her career in human resources at the 
DuPont Company, Priscilla was instrumental in 
developing substance abuse and sexual har-
assment programs for DuPont. These pro-
grams gained recognition nationwide, eventu-
ally resulting in their adoption at DuPont loca-
tions throughout the United States. Due to 
Priscilla’s foresight and persistence, DuPont 
was able to provide assistance aimed at eradi-
cating harmful behaviors in the workplace. 

After leaving DuPont, Priscilla continued to 
use her skills and passion as a leader to ad-
vance causes for organizations she feels 

strongly about. She is active in raising funds 
for various community, church, and charitable 
organizations. As development director for Wil-
mington College, Priscilla played a vital part in 
raising funds to expand the university by ac-
quiring new college sites. As development di-
rector for the Delaware Breast Cancer Coali-
tion, she has raised funds for a new, more 
conveniently located facility. She has served 
on a number of boards, including Goodwill, the 
Ministry of Caring, the East Side Charter 
School, and the annual auction for the Em-
manuel Dining Room, where she raised over 
$500,000 to provide food to those in need. 

An advocate for women in politics and Gov-
ernment, Priscilla has long encouraged 
women to pursue positions in politics, she her-
self having extensive experience in the polit-
ical arena. Priscilla has held leadership posi-
tions in more than 120 campaigns, both at the 
national and State levels. She is presently the 
longest serving member of the Republican Na-
tional Committee, having held the position of 
Delaware’s Republican National Committee-
woman since the age of 27. She will attend 
the National Convention this year, as usual, 
and is a member of the Arrangements Com-
mittee and chair of the Convention’s Entertain-
ment Committee. 

I want to publicly thank, recognize and ac-
knowledge Priscilla Rakestraw for her many 
years of service and numerous contributions 
to the State of Delaware. She is an excellent 
role model for those who aspire to serve their 
community through both public office and pri-
vate service. She is a true trailblazer in every 
respect. 

f 

HONORING MARGARET TRUMAN 
DANIELS AND HER LIFETIME OF 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 31, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Margaret Truman Daniels, the daugh-
ter of a great American President and a pop-
ular mystery novelist whose source of grace 
and inimitable talent was no mystery. Her 
strong-willed parents, President Harry S. Tru-
man and his wife Bess, instilled in her a depth 
of character and a penchant for independence 
that remained with her a lifetime. She was 
their beloved only child who made a name for 
herself in the entertainment business—staking 
a claim in the worlds of music, television, 
radio, and books, and even establishing her 
own brand of critically-acclaimed Washington- 
based mystery novels. 

She was a longtime New York resident, and 
we are proud to have called her one of our 
own. The breadth of her talent and the legacy 
she sought to preserve set her apart, and that 
is what we celebrate today. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 150TH AN-

NIVERSARY OF THE ESTABLISH-
MENT OF THE SPRINGFIELD, 
MISSOURI, POLICE DEPARTMENT 

HON. ROY BLUNT 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 31, 2008 

Mr. BLUNT. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the Springfield, Missouri, Po-
lice Department as this year it celebrates 150 
years of distinguished service to a grateful 
community. 

In truth, the department actually traces its 
origins as far back as 1829, when Campbell 
township, which would later become Spring-
field, was laid out and initially settled. Twenty 
years later, the community’s first constable 
was appointed by a population consisting of a 
small group of families living on the outer 
edges of the wilderness. Law and order, of 
sorts, having been established, the population 
of Springfield grew rapidly as more families 
sought new challenges and opportunities in 
the beauty of the Ozarks. 

To keep up with a growing settlement, 
Springfield formally created a small police 
force in 1858—consisting of a marshal and 
two junior officers. Thus began in earnest 
what would later be recognized as one of the 
most effective and efficient community law en-
forcement agencies in the country. 

By the end of the 19th century, the chief of 
the Springfield Police Department was col-
lecting a stout salary of $50 a month, and offi-
cers were making a whole lot less. And if the 
pay didn’t scare them away, the department’s 
standard uniform sometimes did: blue serge 
uniforms with English-style police helmets—at-
tire strikingly similar to British ‘‘Bobbies.’’ Offi-
cers walked a beat 12 hours a day, 7 days a 
week, every day of the year. It would be 50 
years and the passage of new Federal work 
laws before officers saw a 5-day work week, 
and another extended period of time before 
Springfield voters would approve the first pen-
sion plan for police officers and firemen. 

The first telephone arrived at the Springfield 
headquarters in 1898, and 2 years later a 
transport vehicle, dubbed the ‘‘Black Maria’’ 
and the ‘‘Hoodlum Wagon,’’ was put into use. 
The first automobile, a Studebaker, didn’t roll 
into the station until 1910—but all beats would 
be covered by foot patrol into the 1960s. 

Under the leadership of Lieutenant Sam 
Robards, the Springfield Police entered a new 
era in 1940 by establishing an integrated po-
lice academy, creating a gun range, upgrading 
its weapons cache, and making mandatory a 
program of in-service training. The new gadg-
ets of the 20th century that changed everyday 
life in America also enhanced the abilities and 
effectiveness of the police department. 

Nearly 100 years after the first patrol car 
went into service, modern patrol vehicles 
today are enclosed, climate controlled, and 
equipped with laptop computers, cellular tele-
phones, and radios that provide instant con-
tact between officers and commanders. As 
one would expect, this technology has had a 
real and immediate impact. 

Last year, the Springfield Police Department 
responded to more than 100,000 calls for 

service and investigated more than 15,000 re-
ported crimes. Just to give you some perspec-
tive, traffic enforcement didn’t begin as an ob-
ligation of law enforcement until after World 
War I—with one Springfield officer, on foot, di-
recting horseless carriages at the corner of 
Jefferson Avenue and St. Louis Street. The 
modern day Springfield Police force worked 
9,000 traffic accidents last year and issued 
more than 53,000 traffic citations. 

Today, officers use small, highly sophisti-
cated surveillance equipment to both prevent 
crimes and prosecute criminals. Cutting-edge 
science in forensic laboratories is now an es-
sential part of crime solving. Officers of 1858 
would marvel at the sophistication of the 21st 
century law enforcement technologies being 
employed every day by the Springfield P.D. 

Other new scientific advances prompted the 
creation of the Bureau of Identification, which 
started taking fingerprints and photographs of 
all suspects in 1925. In the latter part of the 
century, the six-shooter was replaced by 9mm 
semiautomatic handguns; automatic weapons 
and bulletproof vests were added and a tac-
tical weapons squad became permanent addi-
tions to the force. Mace, batons, and riot hel-
mets were issued for the first time in the 
1960s. To respond to the rising tide of illegal 
drugs, the Springfield Police Department cre-
ated a narcotics unit in the 1970s. 

Other innovations in law enforcement were 
realized in 1959, when the department first 
formed the Police Dog Unit, P.D.U., with three 
officers and three dogs. The unit was dis-
banded in 1979, only to be reestablished in 
1994. Women became part of the Springfield 
Police Department in 1914 when Margaret 
Hull was enlisted as the first commissioned 
policewoman, charged with handling female 
prisoners. Sixty-two years later, the first fe-
male officer was sworn in to work as a patrol 
officer with her male counterparts. Black offi-
cers began their service on the police force 
starting in 1874 and have continued to serve 
their community with bravery and honor ever 
since. 

The Springfield Police Department began 
housing prisoners in 1874, welcoming their cli-
ents in a 15x30 foot wooden building with a 
dirt floor. The jail was located immediately 
west of the downtown business district, and is 
the site of the present day Calaboose, home 
of the department’s Police Museum and Park 
Central Substation. At the turn of the 20th 
century, it wasn’t unusual to see intoxicated 
partygoers hauled to jail in a wheelbarrow. 
Tough to get a DUI on three wheels, after all. 
But after nearly 130 years in the jail business, 
the Springfield Police Department transferred 
all incarceration responsibilities to the Greene 
County jail complex. 

The department headquarters have moved 
several times over the past century and a 
half—each time in response to a growing pop-
ulation and the demand for more police serv-
ices. From near Park Central Square and 
West College Street in the late 1800s and fi-
nally into two modern stations on East Chest-
nut Expressway near city hall and on Battle-
field Road, police headquarters are designed 
to be high security, limited-access facilities to 
accommodate the logistical needs of a grow-
ing police force—and an ever-growing commu-
nity. 

In 2003, the Committee of the International 
Association of Chiefs of Police announced the 
Springfield Police Department was a finalist in 
a worldwide competition recognizing out-
standing community policing initiatives—a first 
for any police force in the State of Missouri. 
That same year, the Springfield Police Depart-
ment was granted full accreditation status by 
a national commission for the third consecu-
tive year. 

As much as things have changed over 150 
years, some things have not. Just as in 1858, 
officers put their lives on the line for their 
friends, families, and neighbors each and 
every day. And just as in the past, the com-
munity of Springfield thanks those officers for 
their service, and forever honors the heroes 
that have fallen in the line of duty. 

Though not long, the list of officers killed 
while on the job reminds us every day of the 
solemn commitment others have made—and 
continue to make—to safeguard our security. 
Starting with Campbell Township Constable 
Jacob Baughman in 1871, nine Springfield of-
ficers have made the ultimate sacrifice. Four 
officers were killed in the 20th century’s single 
deadliest law enforcement shoot-out on 
record—referred to by most as ‘‘The Young 
Massacre.’’ Also killed in that epic 1932 battle 
with the Young brothers was the Greene 
County sheriff, as well as his deputy. 

Today, our police officers serve as our first 
line of defense against a new and evolving 
threat—terrorism. The world is a much more 
dangerous place today than it was in 1829, 
and there are those—both homegrown and 
foreign—who would like nothing more than to 
visit harm upon the American people. It will be 
local police who likely detect and face that 
threat first. 

For all they have done over the last 150 
years—and continue to do to this very day— 
I want to express my sincere appreciation and 
thanks to the Springfield Police Department, 
and congratulate it on reaching this historic 
milestone. I also want to urge my fellow citi-
zens not to forget to thank each officer they 
see for the important work they do each and 
every day. 

f 

HONORING RONALD THOMAS 
CUNNINGHAM 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 31, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Ronald Thomas 
Cunningham of Blue Springs, Missouri. Ronald 
is a very special young man who has exempli-
fied the finest qualities of citizenship and lead-
ership by taking an active part in the Boy 
Scouts of America, Troop 1763, and earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Ronald has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Ronald has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Ronald Thomas 
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