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sustaining the quality of the environ-
ment in the county through a collabo-
rative partnership of public and private 
organizations that encourages, enables, 
and recognizes businesses taking ac-
tion to prevent pollution and conserve 
resources. 

Breaking with the tradition of envi-
ronmental initiatives targeting big 
businesses, the Contra Costa Green 
Business Program offers small- to me-
dium-sized businesses a complete envi-
ronmental guide, scaled to their oper-
ations, for conserving energy and 
water, reducing waste, preventing pol-
lution, and complying with environ-
mental regulations. It also certifies 
and recognizes businesses of all types 
for meeting these rigorous environ-
mental standards. 

The Contra Costa Green Business 
Program has certified over 300 busi-
nesses throughout the county in the 
last 10 years. I commend the program’s 
dedicated staff and volunteers who 
work diligently to show local busi-
nesses how they can be both green and 
profitable at the same time. By recom-
mending a wide range of measures that 
help lessen greenhouse gas emissions 
and conserve resources, the Contra 
Costa Green Business Program is help-
ing smaller businesses protect the cli-
mate in very meaningful ways. 

I congratulate the Contra Costa 
Green Business Program for its dedi-
cated work on this special occasion, 
and I send my best wishes for many fu-
ture successes over the next 10 years.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO REBBECA WOOD 
WATKIN 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I am 
pleased and honored to salute my dear 
friend Rebecca ‘‘Becky’’ Wood Watkin 
as she celebrates her 95th birthday. 

Born on April 4, 1913, in Portland, 
OR, Becky graduated from Bryn Mawr 
College in 1933 and went on to the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania to study archi-
tecture. Undeterred by the fact that 
the Architecture Department did not 
accept female students at that time, 
Becky completed all required courses 
and became the first woman graduate 
in architecture from the University of 
Pennsylvania in 1937. That same year, 
Becky relocated to San Francisco and 
applied at a variety of architectural 
firms, none of which wanted a woman 
in the drafting room. Despite her dif-
ficulties with finding employment in 
the male-dominated workforce, Becky 
persevered, earning her California ar-
chitectural license in 1944. 

A vanguard for aspiring women pro-
fessionals everywhere, Becky opened 
her own architectural practice in 
Marin County in 1951. In the midst of 
these professional milestones, Becky 
also gave birth to three wonderful chil-
dren. As a working mother, Becky 
looked for ways to use her personal and 
professional talents to help those in 

need, becoming a tremendous source of 
support and energy to causes that she 
believed helped the community, includ-
ing the Ecumenical Housing Associa-
tion and Planned Parenthood. 

Mr. President, 1948 saw Becky enter 
the political realm for the first time, 
by fundraising for Roger Kent, a local 
Democratic candidate for Congress. 
This initial political activity 60 years 
ago spearheaded a lifelong involvement 
with Democratic politics, a passion of 
Becky’s that allowed her to work on 
the presidential campaigns for Adlai 
Stevenson, John Kennedy, Eugene 
McCarthy, George McGovern, and 
Jimmy Carter. 

Inspired by Becky’s trailblazing 
story and her fervent belief in good 
government, I first met Becky in the 
late 1970s when she helped me get re-
elected to the Marin County Board of 
Supervisors in 1980. As a young work-
ing mother myself, Becky quickly be-
came a deeply admired mentor. As the 
years passed and our friendship grew, 
she was instrumental in helping me 
move up the political ladder to the 
House of Representatives and then to 
the U.S. Senate. 

As we celebrate the 95th year of her 
remarkably courageous and passionate 
life, I remain in admiration of Becky’s 
strong sense of civic duty, honesty, in-
tegrity, and perseverance. Along with 
hundreds of her family, friends, and ad-
mirers, I wish her many more years of 
continued happiness.∑ 
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IN RECOGNITION OF JAMES H. 
ADAMS 

∑ Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, on Feb-
ruary 29, 2008, James H. Adams of 
Pittsfield, NH, retired as manager of 
the New Hampshire/Vermont District 
of the U.S. Postal Service after 35 
years of service. I wish to thank Jim 
for all he has done for the people of 
New Hampshire over that time and for 
his efforts which have resulted in New 
Hampshire’s outstanding reputation 
for mail operations, customer service, 
and worker safety. 

Starting as a letter carrier in Man-
chester in 1973, Jim’s career began 
when the price of a stamp cost a whop-
ping 3 cents for a first class letter. His 
determination and drive for self-im-
provement soon led to night school 
classes and a degree in business man-
agement, and his talents were recog-
nized with promotion to delivery super-
visor, then superintendent of postal op-
erations, in Concord, NH. He left our 
State for a time, tackling the duties of 
director of marketing for the Post Of-
fice in Syracuse, NY, then in a number 
of positions of increasing responsibility 
with the Postmaster General’s Office in 
Washington, DC. 

During his time in Washington, Jim 
worked with five U.S. Presidents and 
helped to develop several commemora-
tive stamps, including those honoring 

our troops of Desert Storm, POW/MIAs, 
and even Elvis. He unveiled five World 
War II commemorative stamps to 
President George H. W. Bush in the 
Oval Office and was relied upon in 
Washington for his professional and 
personal knowledge of all facets of 
postal operations, his competent ad-
vice, and for the personal integrity 
with which he always conducted him-
self. 

His return to New Hampshire to head 
the district in 1997 led to dramatic im-
provements in its operations. Over-
seeing a $500 million budget and 7,000 
employees, Jim turned the district into 
one of the top 10 safest in the Nation. 
Similarly, with 6 million pieces of mail 
delivered each day in New Hampshire 
and Vermont, Jim’s efforts led to a 96- 
percent on-time mail delivery record 
and the establishment of customer 
service that has been recognized as 
Best in the Nation for each of the past 
6 years. 

Beyond his professional accomplish-
ments, which are many, Jim has re-
mained true to his small-town roots 
and the honesty and decency of his up-
bringing. Pittsfield and all of New 
Hampshire can be proud of him and his 
success, and I am especially glad to 
have had the opportunity to work with 
Jim to serve the people of New Hamp-
shire. Whether helping obtain a sought- 
after ZIP Code number to serve an en-
tire community or making a personal 
commitment to ensuring an elderly or 
disabled customer off the beaten track 
received their mail at home, Jim dedi-
cated himself to meeting the needs of 
those who counted on the U.S. mail 
coming through. 

He can take great pride in his record 
of service. I want to take this oppor-
tunity to thank him, to recognize his 
contributions, and to wish him well in 
all his future endeavors.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 
The President pro tempore (Mr. 

BYRD) reported that he had signed the 
following enrolled bill, which was pre-
viously signed by the Speaker of the 
House: 

H.R. 1593. An act to reauthorize the grant 
program for reentry of offenders into the 
community in the Omnibus Crime Control 
and Safe Streets Act of 1968, to improve re-
entry planning and implementation, and for 
other purposes. 

At 2:22 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1187. An act to expand the boundaries 
of the Gulf of the Farallones National Ma-
rine Sanctuary and the Cordell Bank Na-
tional Marine Sanctuary, and for other pur-
poses. 
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