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CAUTIOUS SUPPORT FOR THE 

UNITED STATES GLOBAL LEAD-
ERSHIP AGAINST HIV/AIDS, TU-
BERCULOSIS, MALARIA REAU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2008 

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, HIV/ 
AIDS is a pandemic that has affected 
more than 60 million people worldwide. 
Today, 70 percent of the people in the 
world who are afflicted with HIV/AIDS 
reside in Africa. Thanks to the leader-
ship of President George W. Bush and 
bipartisan leadership here in Congress, 
tomorrow we will consider the Lantos- 
Hyde United States Global Leadership 
Against HIV/AIDS bill. 

The Bible tells us to whom much is 
given, much is expected. I believe we 
have a moral obligation to rise to this 
global crisis. Because the United 
States can render timely assistance, I 
believe that we must. But it is impera-
tive that we not only send our re-
sources, but we also send them in a 
manner that is consistent with our val-
ues. 

It is my hope, Madam Speaker, that 
when the bill comes tomorrow, it will 
preserve the careful balance between 
American resources and American val-
ues that we forged in the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee. We cannot permit 
PEPFAR to become a mega-funding 
pool for organizations that are anath-
ema to millions of Americans. 

I urge the Speaker and the Rules 
Committee today, preserve the careful 
bipartisan balance in PEPFAR and 
bring that compromise to the floor. 

f 

DEMOCRATIC BUDGET 
PRIORITIZES THE NEED TO 
STRENGTHEN OUR ECONOMY 

(Mr. ARCURI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and revise and extend his re-
mark.) 

Mr. ARCURI. Madam Speaker, at a 
time of serious economic uncertainty, 
Democrats have passed a 2009 Demo-
cratic budget last month that invests 
in Federal programs that will boost our 
economy. 

In February, our economy shed 63,000 
jobs in fields across-the-board. In order 
to compete in the new economy, we 
need to invest in innovation, energy, 
education and infrastructure, and that 
is exactly what this Democratic budget 
does. 

Our budget provides crucial funding 
for the Democratic innovation agenda 
and the America Competes Act to en-
hance our competitive edge by increas-
ing funding for important math and 
science education research. We also in-
crease funding for efficient and renew-
able energy programs so we can create 
the green collar jobs of the future. Our 
budget also invests $7.1 billion more 

than the President for essential edu-
cation and job training programs that 
are so important at a time when Amer-
icans are losing their jobs. 

Madam Speaker, the Democratic 
budget strives to build a better econ-
omy without raising a penny in addi-
tional taxes. 

f 

CONGRESS SHOULD APPROVE THE 
U.S. TRADE PROMOTION AGREE-
MENT 
(Mr. HERGER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HERGER. Madam Speaker, the 
U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion Agree-
ment means growth and more jobs for 
the largest exporter and manufacturing 
nation in the world, the United States. 
Colombia already gets free access to 
our market. The agreement levels the 
playing field while bolstering the econ-
omy of our strongest South American 
ally. 

Colombia’s government has a strong 
track record of reducing all violence, 
including attacks against union mem-
bers. As the Washington Post editorial-
ized on Monday, a vote for Colombia 
‘‘would show Latin America that a 
staunch U.S. ally will be rewarded for 
improving its human rights record and 
resisting the anti-American populism 
of Venezuela’s Hugo Chavez.’’ 

Madam Speaker, this agreement mer-
its approval by the Congress soon. 

f 

IRAQ WAR AND THE IMPACT ON 
OUR TROOPS 5 YEARS LATER 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, we 
have now entered the sixth year of the 
war in Iraq, a war the Bush administra-
tion assured us would be short and 
easy. One Bush official famously re-
marked that the victory in Iraq would 
be a ‘‘cakewalk.’’ Sadly, it has been the 
opposite for our troops, who continue 
to face lengthy and multiple deploy-
ments in the war. 

Last week, as we mourned the mark-
ing of a grim milestone, the death of 
4,000 American troops in Iraq, we were 
reminded of the human costs of this ill- 
advised war. 

Military leaders warned that the war 
is putting enormous stress on our 
troops. We have seen a dramatic in-
crease in suicides and depression. Lieu-
tenant General William Caldwell, the 
Commanding General of the U.S. Army 
Combined Arms Center, said the Army 
is experiencing a shortage of majors 
and captains, because many who have 
had one, two and three combat tours 
have made the decision to go back into 
civilian life. 

With 4,000 American lives lost and 
thousands of young men and women 

suffering serious injuries, we should be 
looking at a way to end the war in 
Iraq. Instead, the Bush administration 
continues to support the status quo. 
‘‘100 years’’ is one presidential can-
didate’s latest statement. 

We must end the war. 
f 

ENCOURAGING SUPPORT FOR THE 
COLOMBIA TRADE PROMOTION 
AGREEMENT 

(Mr. BRADY of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, what is this Congress thinking? 
Why would we turn our back on Colom-
bia, and then turn our back on Amer-
ica’s own farmers and manufacturers 
and small businesses? 

Colombia is one of our strongest al-
lies in our neighborhood, in our neigh-
borhood, fighting terrorism, reducing 
kidnappings, turning down violence in 
a very tough neighborhood. They need 
and want the support of the United 
States of America, and we are rejecting 
that support. Yet, today, Colombia is 
able to sell its products and goods into 
America. When we try to do the same 
for our farmers or our manufacturers 
or our small businesses, we are not al-
lowed to. 

The U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agree-
ment changes that. It makes sure we 
send the signal to the world that we 
stand with our allies who stand for de-
mocracy and rule of law. We are also 
saying we want two-way trade. We 
want the ability to sell our products 
overseas. 

This Congress needs to not turn its 
back on Colombia, and give us an up- 
or-down vote on that trade agreement 
this year. 

f 

HONORING MAYOR DOROTHY 
GEEBEN OF OCEAN BREEZE 
PARK, FLORIDA 

(Mr. MAHONEY of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MAHONEY of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor a very 
special American, Mayor Dorothy 
Geeben, for her incredible service to 
her community and to wish her a very 
happy 100th birthday. 

Ms. Geeben moved to the town of 
Ocean Breeze Park, a small community 
on the Indian River, in 1952, and has 
been a cornerstone of that community 
ever since. In 1960 she joined the Ocean 
Breeze Town Council, serving as its 
president for 31 years, and in 2001 she 
became the mayor of the town and its 
1,000 residents. 

Today, as Mayor Geeben celebrates 
her 100th birthday, she is also recog-
nized as the oldest mayor in America. 
As mayor, her duties include presiding 
over town council meetings and signing 
documents. But to the residents of her 
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