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world we live in today. I am deeply humbled 
and inspired by his resolve to achieve change 
in America. Dr. King’s work as a civil rights ac-
tivist and leader has been studied in depth. 
But, often overlooked is his stance against the 
war in Vietnam. In the wake of Jeremiah 
White’s comments, I believe that it is important 
to understand that Dr. King was more than the 
icon we have created in our efforts to sanctify 
him. Yes, he lifts the dreamer and man who 
worked for racial reconciliation, but he was as 
well a leader with a strong moral vision who 
was willing to call our great Nation to task 
when it failed to live up to the standards he 
saw created by our Declaration of Independ-
ence and Constitution. 

Many parallels exist between Dr. King’s op-
position to the war in Vietnam and my opposi-
tion of the war in Iraq. Dr. King believed, as 
I believe, that the United States Government 
will never invest the necessary funds and en-
ergy required to improve the situation of the 
poor in America, as long as the country’s re-
sources are being diverted to a war. Similarly, 
Dr. King and I both agree that war dispropor-
tionately affects the poor, as more of them are 
sent to fight and die on foreign soil. As Dr. 
King once stated, ‘‘A time comes when silence 
is betrayal,’’ and today that time has come for 
us in relation to Iraq. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was a man of 
steadfast conviction, determination, sheer grit, 
and uncompromising faith. That is why today. 
I stand here advocating the House Resolution 
commemorating the 40th anniversary of the 
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., a 
man who has impacted the lives each and 
every American. 

Ms. CLARKE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
enter into the RECORD my heartfelt support for 
H. Res. 1061, commemorating the 40th anni-
versary of the assassination of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King. Jr. April 4, 1968 was a tragic day 
for America and the world. We lost a visionary 
leader whose conviction that all men and 
women are created equal, be brought to fru-
ition in our time. Today I will not mourn, but 
celebrate the life and legacy of Dr. King. 

Although we have come a long way in rem-
edying the social injustices of our country’s 
history, we must continue to be engaged in a 
dialogue of racial and economic equality. and 
for the peace that Dr. King gave his life for. 
He fought for peace here in America, and he 
fought for peace for all around the world. 

America is currently engaged in a war that 
has taken the lives of over 4,000 U.S. soldiers 
and tens of thousands of Iraqis. The uncanny 
similarities that the war in Iraq has with the 
Vietnam war must lead us to adhere to Dr. 
King’s message of nonviolence. Dr. King 
spoke out against the Vietnam war even when 
his colleagues questioned his wisdom. 

On April 4. 1967, a year to the day of his 
death. Dr. King addressed his colleagues at a 
meeting of Clergy and Laity Concerned at the 
Riverside Church in New York City. His 
speech that day was entitled Beyond Vietnam: 
A Time to Break Silence. His message was 
poignant then and speaks directly to us today. 

Dr. King stated, ‘‘Somehow this madness 
must cease. We must stop now. I speak as a 
child of God and brother to the suffering poor 
of Vietnam. I speak for those whose land is 
being laid waste, whose homes are being de-

stroyed, whose culture is being subverted. I 
speak for the poor of America who are paying 
the double price of smashed hopes at home 
and death and corruption in Vietnam. I speak 
as a citizen of the world, for the world as it 
stands aghast at the path we have taken. I 
speak as an American to the leaders of my 
own nation. The great initiative in this war is 
ours. The initiative to stop it must he ours.’’ 

In order for us to continue Dr. King’s legacy 
of peace and justice, we must take a stand to 
end the illegal and unjust war in Iraq. Today 
I reaffirm my commitment to ending this war 
and continuing the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, 
today, as we commemorate with great sad-
ness the 40th anniversary of his assassina-
tion, Americans remember how Dr. King in-
spired us to turn our back on centuries of ha-
tred and oppression, how he called on the bet-
ter angels of our nature and led us to a more 
just America. 

Dr. King made us all believe we could 
change the world; and, we did. But for all that 
has been achieved since Dr. King was taken 
from us, much remains to be done. 

In the past 40 years, we have seen the fall 
of Jim Crow, but we have also seen the rise 
of economic inequality that divides the haves 
farther and farther from the have nots, with a 
shrinking and increasingly ignored middle 
class in between. 

We have seen the birth and growth of the 
black middle class, but in America’s cities a 
black man born today is more likely to move 
to a prison cell than a college dorm. 

We have seen the death of de jure segrega-
tion, but in communities across America the 
impact of residential division continues to give 
us two school systems: separate and unequal. 

In the 40 years since Dr. King’s death, our 
world has changed dramatically, but his vision 
of equality has lost none of its power. You 
could say that we need Dr. King today more 
than ever. 

As a congressman, I sometimes ask myself 
what Martin would do, and the answer never 
fails to provide some guidance. 

Dr. King fought for equality, and I believe he 
would be fighting today to ensure that every 
American student has the opportunity to live 
their dreams. 

Dr. King believed in the rights of working 
people, and I believe he would be struggling 
to give every American worker the right to join 
a union. 

And Dr. King was the victim of a vicious 
smear campaign launched by his own govern-
ment. I believe he would be working to 
strengthen our civil liberties so that future gov-
ernment officials cannot harass future Dr. 
Kings. 

As we mark his death and celebrate his life, 
let us recommit ourselves to doing Dr. King’s 
work in our own time. Dr. King brought us to 
the mountain top, but it is up to us to reach 
the Promised Land. 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further requests for time and yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
CONYERS) that the House suspend the 

rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1061. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H. Con. Res. 310, by the yeas and 
nays; 

H. Res. 1005, by the yeas and nays; 
H. Res. 1021, by the yeas and nays. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

b 1545 

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR A NA-
TIONAL DAY OF REMEMBRANCE 
FOR HARRIET ROSS TUBMAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to 
the concurrent resolution, H. Con. Res. 
310, on which the yeas and nays were 
ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 310. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 416, nays 0, 
not voting 14, as follows: 

[Roll No. 150] 

YEAS—416 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Allen 
Altmire 
Arcuri 
Baca 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrett (SC) 
Barrow 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 

Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono Mack 
Boozman 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown, Corrine 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 

Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson 
Carter 
Castle 
Castor 
Chabot 
Chandler 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Cohen 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
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