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its 60th anniversary of independence on May 
14, 2008. 

Since Israel’s birth it has been a beacon of 
inspiration and hope for oppressed people all 
across the globe, and Israel has continued to 
flourish by striving for peace and prosperity 
even in the face of the violence that has tor-
mented it since its declaration of independ-
ence. 

Israel and the United States have been 
close friends and allies for the past 60 years. 

Our relations have evolved from an initial 
American policy of sympathy and support for 
the creation of a Jewish homeland in 1948 to 
a key partnership based on common eco-
nomic interests, common security interests, 
and most of all, common values. We must 
continue to cultivate this relationship. 

For the last 60 years, Israel has also been 
a leader in technology and innovation as they 
have helped lead the way in science, tech-
nology, medical, and agricultural break-
throughs. I applaud Israel for these efforts. 

I have been fortunate enough to have had 
the privilege to visit Israel on several occa-
sions, and have seen the struggles Israelis 
face daily. However, I have also seen their 
perseverance and determination to create a 
peaceful and prosperous state and this gives 
me hope for future peace in the region. 

I would again like to congratulate Israel on 
60 years of freedom and independence and I 
look forward to many more years of working 
together. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 1, 2008 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, I have 
discovered that on February 13, 2008, my 
vote on rollcall vote No. 48 did not register in 
the voting system. 

On this vote, I voted in favor of ordering the 
previous question on H. Res. 976, rollcall vote 
No. 48. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 1, 2008 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Madam Speaker, due to 
the recent death of a family friend and my at-
tendance at his funeral service, I was unable 
to vote on three measures on the House floor 
on March 31, 2008. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 3352, Hydrographic Services 
Improvement Act Amendments of 2007. I 
would have also voted ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 2675, 
Help to Access Land for the Education of 
Scouts Act, and ‘‘yes’’ on H. Con. Res. 302, 
Supporting the Observance of Colorectal Can-
cer Awareness Month. 

IN RECOGNITION OF SERVICE OF 
FRANK FARMER AND DON 
WESSEL AS CHARTER MEMBERS 
TO THE OZARKS TECHNICAL 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES 

HON. ROY BLUNT 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 1, 2008 

Mr. BLUNT. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor two men who have spent many years 
serving their community in Springfield, Mis-
souri, as charter members of the Board of 
Trustees of the Ozarks Technical Community 
College. Frank Farmer and Don Wessel both 
enjoyed long and distinguished careers in pri-
vate business before being selected by their 
neighbors to serve on the newly created 
Board of Trustees, following the creation of 
the school in April 1990. They have each been 
reelected to consecutive terms since then; at 
the end of this month, both men will be ending 
their tenure of service. 

Farmer and Wessel helped shape the 
growth and direction of a school that serves 
the students of 13 public school districts in 
southwest Missouri—and far beyond that. The 
growth of the school has been nothing short of 
a phenomenon, with enrollment this year top-
ping more than 10,000 students. OTC, as it is 
known to many local students and residents, 
is also moving forward on plans to expand its 
operation to a second campus in Ozark, Mis-
souri, with an eye on affording greater acces-
sibility to its growing student body. 

From its modest beginnings in central 
Springfield at the old vocational-technical 
school, OTC has blossomed into a modern 
campus that has helped revitalized center 
Springfield and help train its local youth. 

From the beginning, Farmer and Wessel led 
the way in developing the infrastructure and 
educational leadership OTC would depend 
upon for its spectacular growth. First they 
hired an effective president in Norman Myers. 
The board of trustees, led by president 
Wessel from 1992 to 1994 and Farmer from 
1994 to 1996, embarked on a plan to build 
new classroom buildings and greatly expand 
the number and diversity of available courses 
available to students. 

Farmer’s background in education includes 
service on the Willard Board of Education, on 
which he also served as president. Journalist, 
author and dairyman, Farmer has lent his ex-
perience and expertise to several public 
boards and charities, while attending to his du-
ties as the editorial page editor of the Spring-
field News-Leader before his retirement there. 

Wessel is a well-known car dealer and phi-
lanthropist, who has been active in the Spring-
field Chamber of Commerce, American Red 
Cross, Cox Medical Centers, and has served 
on virtually every public and civic board in the 
Springfield area. 

To Mr. Farmer and Mr. Wessel, I wish to ex-
tend a heartfelt ‘‘thank you and well done’’ for 
their untiring work over the last two decades. 
Their unflagging efforts have made the Spring-
field area a better place in which to live, and 
the Ozarks Technical Community College a 
beacon of educational excellence for the entire 
region. 

HONORING PATRICK WAYNE 
GUTHRIE 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 1, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Patrick Wayne Guthrie of 
Excelsior Springs, Missouri. Patrick is a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America, Troop 1309, and earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Patrick has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Patrick has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Patrick Wayne Guthrie for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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TRIBUTE TO DR. GEORGE T. 
DETITTA FOR 37 YEARS OF DEDI-
CATED SERVICE TO HAUPTMAN- 
WOODWARD MEDICAL RESEARCH 
INSTITUTE 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 1, 2008 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Dr. George T. DeTitta on 37 
years of devoted service to Hauptman-Wood-
ward Medical Research Institute in Buffalo, 
NY. Dr. DeTitta’s commitment to the study of 
human health is a brilliant example of dedica-
tion to community and fellowman. I commend 
Dr. DeTitta for his work and congratulate him 
on his return to the lab after 7 years serving 
as executive director and chief executive offi-
cer of Hauptman-Woodward. 

Following his undergraduate work at 
Villanova University and completion of his 
Ph.D. in biochemistry and crystallography from 
the University of Pittsburgh, Dr. DeTitta started 
out at Hauptman-Woodward as a postdoctoral 
research fellow in 1973. He then served as a 
research scientist until 1999 when he became 
executive vice president. In 2000 he became 
executive director and chief executive efficer. 

During his time in leadership, Dr. DeTitta 
instated a new state-of-the-art structural biol-
ogy center as well as the Center for High- 
Throughput Crystallization Laboratory, one of 
the Nation’s 10 Protein Structure Initiative 
Centers. He also initiated and developed the 
University at Buffalo’s School of Medicine and 
Biomedical Sciences’ Structural Biology De-
partment. During Dr. DeTitta’s tenure as CEO, 
he cultivated a new, young faculty at 
Hauptman-Woodward. His contribution to 
medical research and the study of disease is 
invaluable, and I commend him for his com-
mitment to the success of Hauptman-Wood-
ward. 
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