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Madam Speaker, I am proud to congratulate 

Dr. George DeTitta for these great accom-
plishments and wish him and his family the 
best. His work should inspire us all to serve 
our communities and fellowman with dedicated 
hearts and committed lives. 
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REMEMBERING AND HONORING 
CESAR CHAVEZ 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 1, 2008 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Madam 
Speaker, on this, the 81st anniversary of his 
birth, I would like to join my colleagues in hon-
oring Cesar Chavez, an individual that the late 
Senator Robert Kennedy called, ‘‘one of the 
heroic figures of our time.’’ I also join the call 
to pass H. Res. 76, establishing a national 
holiday in his honor. San Jose, the city I rep-
resent in this great House, became the home-
town to Cesar and his family beginning in 
1939, and since then our community has al-
ways had a special place in its heart for Cha-
vez. 

A man of extraordinary accomplishments, 
Chavez continually called attention to the 
plight of those who, like him, had to struggle 
to attain their piece of the American dream. In 
remembering him today, we keep in mind 
those Americans working every day on farms 
in California, and around the country, to se-
cure a better future for their family. 

An American who heeded his Nation’s call 
to service in World War II, Chavez remained 
committed to making his country stronger by 
empowering the least powerful of its citizens. 
A tireless organizer, he inspired countless indi-
viduals to participate in the democratic proc-
esses that make this country great. 

As Americans, we do well to remember 
Cesar Chavez today. His calls for economic 
justice resonate in 2008 just as they did 50 
years ago, and his early leadership on envi-
ronmental issues serves as a reminder that 
we are all stewards of this land. 

Cesar Chavez was, without a doubt, a true 
American hero. As we honor his life and re-
member his many achievements, we in this 
great body must not forget the hard-working 
Americans he fought for. Though no longer 
with us, Cesar Chavez’s work continues. 
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SUPPORTING THE OBSERVANCE OF 
COLORECTAL CANCER AWARE-
NESS MONTH 

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 1, 2008 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, yester-
day the House passed with unanimity a reso-
lution recognizing March as Colorectal Cancer 
Awareness Month. I was regrettably detained 
in Minnesota due to the snowstorm which 
blanketed the Midwest. But had I been here, 
I would have joined my colleagues in sup-
porting the resolution to raise awareness of 
this terrible disease. 

While colorectal cancer is the second lead-
ing cause of cancer death in the United 
States, it is not as well known or frequently 
discussed as many other forms of cancer. 
Whatever the reason for this relative obscurity, 
we must recognize the fact that both men and 
women are at risk for colorectal cancer and 
that while most cases occur after age 50, it 
can strike at any age. Most important of all, 
however, when detected in its earliest, most 
treatable stages, colorectal cancer has a 90 
percent survival rate. 

That being said, in 2000, the Prevent Can-
cer Foundation partnered with champions in 
Congress to designate and commemorate the 
very first National Colorectal Cancer Aware-
ness Month. Consequently, over the past 8 
years, awareness of the disease has grown. 
Moreover, the American Cancer Society now 
currently funds 113 colon cancer research 
grants nationwide totaling more than $62.1 
million. 

Nonetheless, while strides have been made 
against colorectal cancer, statistics show there 
is more work to be done. In fact, it is esti-
mated that this year in Minnesota, 2,500 peo-
ple will be diagnosed with colorectal cancer 
and 900 will die from the disease. However, 
screening tests can detect precancerous pol-
yps, which, when removed, can stop colon 
cancer before it starts. 

It is important that Congress support the ob-
servance of National Colorectal Cancer 
Awareness Month in order to continue the 
progress that has already been made. 
Through increased awareness and education 
about this disease, a cornerstone of National 
Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month, we can 
dramatically decrease deaths and limit the suf-
fering this disease inflicts on the United 
States. As Dr. David Perdue, of the University 
of Minnesota’s School of Public Health stated, 
‘‘Bottom line, colorectal screening saves 
lives.’’ 
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PRAISING HOUSING PARTNERSHIP 
TO PROMOTE HOMEOWNERSHIP 
IN UNDERSERVED BROOKLYN 
COMMUNITIES 

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 1, 2008 

Ms. CLARKE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to give praise to the State of New York Mort-
gage Agency (SONYMA) and NeighborWorks 
America for their commitment to form a part-
nership to promote homeownership in under-
served neighborhoods in the great state of 
New York. This partnership will increase 
awareness of SONYMA products in low-in-
come and minority neighborhoods, which have 
been the most effected by predatory lending 
and the sub-prime mortgage crisis. 

Through the Neighborhood Housing Serv-
ices of New York City, many communities in-
cluding Flatbush, Brooklyn, will receive the 
much needed outreach and access to afford-
able mortgage products from reliable institu-
tions. Today, I enter into the RECORD an arti-
cle published by the Brooklyn Daily Eagle 
highlighting the efforts of the partnership in the 

advancement of homeownership in under-
served communities. 

[From the Brooklyn Daily Eagle, March 30, 
2008] 

GROUPS TEAM UP TO PROMOTE HOMEOWNER-
SHIP IN UNDERSERVED BROOKLYN COMMU-
NITIES 

NEW YORK.—The State of New York Mort-
gage Agency (SONYMA), which offers low 
cost mortgages to first-time homebuyers, 
and NeighborWorks® America, a national 
nonprofit dedicated to promoting homeown-
ership, have formed a partnership to promote 
homeownership in underserved neighbor-
hoods in the state, including several in 
Brooklyn. 

Under the one-year $450,000 agreement, 
NeighborWorks America’s Northeast District 
and six local New York NeighborWorks® or-
ganizations will work with SONYMA to in-
crease awareness of SONYMA’s products in 
low-income and minority neighborhoods. In 
the city, NHS of New York City is one of the 
NeighborWorks network organizations par-
ticipating in the program and it covers all 
five boroughs, including Brooklyn. NHS will 
be reaching out to help people buy homes 
with SONYMA mortgages in Brooklyn’s tar-
get areas—Sunset Park, Williamsburg, 
Bushwick, Bedford-Stuyvesant, Brownsville 
and Flatbush. 

‘‘This unique partnership with 
NeighborWorks® offers a tremendous oppor-
tunity to boost the visibility of SONYMA’s 
programs in communities where they could 
do the most good,’’ said Priscilla Almodovar, 
SONYMA president and CEO. ‘‘Homeowner-
ship, when done responsibly, creates strong 
neighborhoods and stable families.’’ 

Said Deborah Boatright, Northeast Dis-
trict director of NeighborWorks, ‘‘Now more 
than ever, low-income and minority commu-
nities need access to affordable mortgage 
products from a trusted source like 
SONYMA. It is these very communities that 
have been the most impacted by predatory 
lending and the sub-prime mortgage crisis.’’ 
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HONORING CASEY LEE FIDDELKE 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 1, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Casey Lee Fiddelke of 
Kansas City, Missouri. Casey is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 1247, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Casey has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Casey has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Casey Lee Fiddelke for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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