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Rollcall No. 147, ‘‘yea;’’ rollcall No. 148, 

‘‘yea;’’ rollcall No. 149, ‘‘yea.’’ 
f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JERRY WELLER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 1, 2008 

Mr. WELLER. Madam Speaker, I was ab-
sent on Thursday, March 13th, Friday, March 
14th, and Monday, March 31st due to per-
sonal reasons, and I missed rollcall votes 139 
through 146. 

If I were present I would have voted, ‘‘yea’’ 
on rollcall vote No. 140, ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall vote 
No. 141, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote No. 142, ‘‘nay’’ 
on rollcall vote No. 143, ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall vote 
No. 144, ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall vote No. 145, ‘‘nay’’ 
on rollcall vote 146, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote No. 
147, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote No. 148, and ‘‘yea’’ 
on rollcall vote No. 149. 
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HONORING STEPHEN LEE DODSON 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 1, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Stephen Lee Dodson of 
Kearney, Missouri. Stephen is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 1376, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Stephen has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Stephen has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Stephen Lee Dodson for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO WILLIS 
AVERY 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 1, 2008 

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor 86 year old Willis Avery, a veteran of 
World War II, for his exemplary service in de-
fense of freedom while serving in the United 
States Navy. 

Willis served in the United States Navy in 
World War II as a Chief Pharmacist’s Mate 
aboard the USS Solace, a hospital ship 
moored to the battleship USS Arizona. Willis 
was aboard the Arizona during the Japanese 
attack at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. 
He courageously ignored the flames and as-
sisted the wounded and helped transfer them 

to the USS Solace and other ships nearby. 
The Officer of the Deck ordered Willis and his 
partner off the Arizona. He witnessed the ex-
plosions of the USS Arizona. The day after the 
attack, Willis was among the Naval personnel 
who retrieved the bodies of the dead and 
readied them for burial. 

While in the service, he played the saxo-
phone and clarinet in a dance band and put 
on comedy skits along with USO entertainer 
Joe E. Brown to entertain fellow troops. He 
was an escort to the First Lady, Eleanor Roo-
sevelt when she visited New Zealand. 

Today, Willis is one of the few remaining 
survivors of the attack at Pearl Harbor and he 
is truly part of the ‘‘Greatest Generation.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor Willis 
Avery for his heroic service in the United 
States Navy. His dedication to this country in 
the theater of war and his devotion to his fel-
low troops’ morale are truly commendable. I 
laud the sacrifices he has made to protect our 
freedoms and I am pleased to have the oppor-
tunity to recognize his service. 
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HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE USS ‘‘NAUTILUS’’ 
REACHING 90 NORTH 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 1, 2008 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce a resolution to honor an im-
portant anniversary not only to my district, but 
to our Navy and our nation. 

In June 1958, the USS Nautilus (SSN 571), 
the world’s first nuclear powered submarine, 
departed Seattle as part of a top secret oper-
ation called ‘‘Operation Sunshine.’’ Unknown 
to many at the time, the Nautilus was embark-
ing on a historic mission that took them on a 
course north to the Arctic Ice cap. At 1:15 
p.m. (EDST) on August 3, 1958, the boat be-
came the first vessel to cross the geographic 
north pole when Commander William Ander-
son, Nautilus’ commanding officer, announced 
to his crew: ‘‘For the world, our country, and 
the Navy—the North Pole.’’ 

This historic crossing of ‘‘90 North’’ took 
place at a critical time in our nation’s history: 
the Cold War was heating up, the Soviet 
Union had seemingly laid claim to space with 
the launch of Sputnik, and many Americans— 
and many around the world—were looking for 
something to rally around, a sign that we were 
not ceding big ideas and notable achieve-
ments to others. Having reached the North 
Pole, the Nautilus clearly demonstrated our 
undersea superiority and opened the region to 
decades of scientific research and exploration. 

The crossing of the North Pole was praised 
by numerous world leaders of the time, being 
described by President Eisenhower as a 
‘‘magnificent achievement’’ from which ‘‘the 
entire free world would benefit.’’ A ticker tape 
parade was held in honor of the crew in New 
York City, the Nautilus became the first naval 
vessel in peacetime to receive the Presidential 
Unit Citation for its meritorious efforts in cross-
ing the North Pole and Commander William R. 
Anderson was awarded the Legion of Merit. 

In the fifty years since, the United States 
Navy and Coast Guard have repeatedly fol-
lowed in the footsteps of this historic voyage. 
Dozens of U.S. submarines, in addition to spe-
cially fitted vessels and general aircraft of the 
United States Coast Guard, have journeyed to 
the top of the world in service of their country 
and to reinforce our Arctic presence. These 
submarines and their intrepid crews have bro-
ken through to the surface, charted new 
courses and expanded our knowledge of the 
Arctic. 

Built and launched at Electric Boat in Grot-
on, Connecticut, on January 21, 1954, the 
Nautilus was the first vessel in the world to be 
powered by nuclear power. After claiming their 
historic milestone at 90 North and returning 
home to Naval Submarine Base New London, 
the Nautilus continued to establish a series of 
naval records in her distinguished 25 year ca-
reer, including being the first submarine to 
journey ‘‘20,000 leagues under the sea’’. 

The history and the legacy of the Nautilus is 
not only meaningful to my Congressional dis-
trict, but to the entire submarine force and our 
nation. Today. the Nautilus proudly serves as 
a museum where visitors from around the 
world come to learn about both her history- 
making service to our nation and the role of 
the submarine force in securing our nation. 
The Nautilus truly helped set the tone as the 
standard bearer for the submarine force, and 
achievements like the crossing of 90 North 
both proved the capabilities of our nation at a 
critical time in our history and raised the bar 
for all those who came after her. 

Too often the critical achievements of our 
submarine force, our ‘‘Silent Service,’’ go un-
noticed. I am proud to introduce this resolution 
today to honor the Nautilus, her crew and the 
countless individuals who provided support for 
her journey across 90 North, and urge my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing this impor-
tant milestone in our Nation’s history. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CATHERINE OLSSON, 
SEUNGSOO KIM, MARGUERITE 
TAIMI AND NEWPORT HIGH 
SCHOOL 

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 1, 2008 

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the achievements and congratulate 
Catherine Olsson, Seungsoo Kim, Marguerite 
Taimi, and Newport High School in Bellevue, 
Washington, for their outstanding excellence in 
Advanced Placement, AP, math and science 
as awarded by the Siemens Foundation. 

Catherine, who attends Lakeside School in 
Seattle, Washington, and Seungsoo, a student 
who attends Mountain View High School in 
Vancouver, Washington, were two students 
from my home State who received a $2,000 
scholarship from the Siemens Foundation and 
the recognition that comes along with such a 
prestigious award. Ms. Taimi, an 18-year 
teaching veteran at Kentridge High School in 
Kent, Washington—located within my congres-
sional district—was recognized by the founda-
tion for her dedication to students in her AP 
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