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calculus class. Additionally in my district, the 
entire AP math and science department at 
Newport High School was recognized for their 
significant strides and continued excellence in 
AP courses. 

The Siemens Foundation, in partnership 
with the College Board, a non-profit associa-
tion committed to connecting students with 
overall college success, is celebrating its tenth 
year of presenting awards and significant 
scholarships to students, teachers, and institu-
tions in all 50 States. This year alone, Sie-
mens and the College Board awarded 97 stu-
dents, dozens of teachers, and many high 
schools monetary gifts, bringing their total 
commitment since 1998 to more than $4.5 mil-
lion. 

One of my constituents, Microsoft Chairman 
Bill Gates, appeared before the Committee on 
Science and Technology on March 12, 2008, 
and spoke at length of the need for improved 
math and science education in order to main-
tain our leadership in technological innovation. 

With that message in mind, please join me 
in congratulating Catherine, Seungsoo, Ms. 
Taimi, Newport High School, and all the other 
students, teachers, and high schools who 
strive for excellence in AP math and science. 
Moreover, I want to thank the Siemens Foun-
dation and the College Board for their extraor-
dinary commitment to encouraging America’s 
future mathematicians, scientists, and engi-
neers. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 1, 2008 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, 
on Monday, March 31, I was unavoidably ab-
sent and so was unable to join in three re-
corded votes. 

If I had been present, I would have voted as 
follows: 

On H.R. 3352—To reauthorize and amend 
the Hydrographic Services Improvement Act, 

and for other purposes—I would have voted 
‘‘yea.’’ 

On H.R. 2675—To provide for the convey-
ance of approximately 140 acres of land in the 
Ouachita National Forest in Oklahoma to the 
Indian Nations Council, Inc., of the Boy Scouts 
of America, and for other purposes—I would 
have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

On H. Con. Res. 302—Recognizing the 
Month of March as Colorectal Cancer Aware-
ness Month—I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 
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HONORING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
AND BIRTHDAY OF CESAR CHAVEZ 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 1, 2008 

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Madam Speak-
er, Today, we gather to pay tribute to a re-
markable man, and one of the most revered 
workers rights pioneers, Cesar Estrada Cha-
vez. Cesar Chavez became one of our Na-
tion’s and the world’s notable advocates for 
nonviolent social change. 

Born on a small Arizona farm on March 31, 
1927, Cesar Chavez began his life as a farm 
worker in the fields at age 10. He later served 
in the United States Navy during World War II. 

Cesar Chavez didn’t just learn about the 
struggle of migrant workers. He and his family 
lived it. He grew up moving from town to town 
and from school to school while his family 
worked in the fields. 

He became a farm worker as soon as he 
finished the eighth grade. Born out of his 
sweat and toil was a fierce determination to 
give a voice to families like his who labored so 
hard and received so little in return. 

Cesar Chavez became that voice of the 
farm workers. He established the United 
Farmworkers Union to establish this move-
ment. The priorities he fought for are Amer-
ica’s priorities: Better pay and benefits for 
workers. Better education for children. Health 
and safety protections for workers where there 

were none. He helped in expanding civil rights 
for minorities and advocated on behalf of 
every person living within the United States. 

He was committed to the idea that no mat-
ter their education or their job, anyone can de-
mand fair treatment at work. Before Cesar 
Chavez, farmworkers were exposed to horri-
fying conditions, working long hours and being 
poisoned by pesticides. Chavez drew national 
attention to the plight of the farmworkers. Be-
cause of Chavez, farmworkers can no longer 
legally be treated in the inhumane manner 
they were before. 

Cesar E. Chavez was loved and respected 
by many, and he continued to fight for the 
rights of farm workers until his death in 1993. 
Chavez lived his life fighting for workers’ 
rights, civil rights, environmental justice, equal-
ity for all, peace, non-violence, children and 
women’s rights. Over 50,000 mourners came 
to pay their respects to the humble man, 
whose simple, modest manner was driven by 
his commitment to social justice. 

In 1994, Cesar Chavez was posthumously 
awarded the nation’s highest civilian honor, 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom. Robert F. 
Kennedy once described Cesar Chavez as 
‘‘One of the heroic figures of our time’’. He en-
couraged millions of people across the country 
to join the fight for social and economic justice 
for farm workers and to empower the poor and 
disenfranchised. 

It is important that we do our part to make 
America a place where everyone receives re-
spect and opportunity. We must ensure Cesar 
Chavez’ dream by promising every man, 
woman, and child in America a secure future 
with promising opportunities. We must work 
hard to raise the minimum wage, ensure that 
all Americans can earn a decent living and se-
cure access to affordable health care. Selfless 
Service to others is why Cesar Chavez will al-
ways be an inspiration to all of us. Let’s con-
tinue Cesar Chavez’s legacy, by truly honoring 
his memory and continuing his commitment to 
achieving basic rights and dignity for all Amer-
ican workers. 
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