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the horrors he survived in order to pre-
vent future genocides. He was ap-
pointed a United Nations Goodwill Am-
bassador by the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees in 1985. 

For his efforts to educate the world, 
Mr. Dith was awarded the Ellis Island 
Medal of Honor in 1998. He also re-
ceived the Award of Excellence from 
the International Center in New York. 

Dith Pran said: ‘‘Part of my life is 
saving life. I don’t consider myself a 
politician or a hero. I’m a messenger. If 
Cambodia is to survive, she needs many 
voices.’’ Dith Pran has been a powerful 
and compelling voice for his country-
men and the land he loved. His willing-
ness to share his story brought light to 
dark places and hope to millions. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO THURMAN ADAMS, 
JR. 

∑ Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, today I 
pay tribute to the Honorable Thurman 
G. Adams, Jr., Delaware’s longest serv-
ing State Senator. 

Senator Adams was first elected to 
Delaware’s 19th senatorial district in 
Sussex County in 1972. He served as 
senate majority leader from 1999 to 
2003, when he was elected President Pro 
Tempore of the senate by his col-
leagues. 

When I was Governor of Delaware, I 
worked closely with Thurman on many 
issues. He serves as chairman of the 
Senate Executive Committee, which 
considers gubernatorial and judicial 
appointments. Thurman has a keen un-
derstanding of the important role Dela-
ware plays as a worldwide corporate 
center and has been a consistent cham-
pion of Delaware’s judiciary. Thurman 
has also been a strong advocate of pub-
lic safety issues, sponsoring legislation 
to establish Delaware’s ‘‘Enhanced 911’’ 
emergency telephone system. As owner 
and president of his own feed and grain 
agribusiness, T.G. Adams, and Son, 
Inc., Thurman has worked for the in-
terests of Delaware’s farming and busi-
ness communities. He is a leader in 
such issues as highway and local road-
way improvements, education account-
ability, and the growth of Delaware 
Technical and Community College’s 
Owens Campus in Georgetown. 

Thurman has a long history of civic 
and community service. Prior to being 
elected to public office, he served as 
chairman of the Governor’s Highway 
Safety Committee and a member of the 
Delaware State Highway Commission. 
Active in his community, he has held 
such positions as director of Milford 
Memorial Hospital and the Medical 
Center of Delaware, director of the Bal-
timore Trust Company for 27 years, 
president of Harrington Raceway, 
chairman of the Union United Meth-
odist Church Administrative Board, 

and president of the Eastern Shore 
Grain Dealers Association. 

The recipient of awards too numer-
ous to list, Thurman was most recently 
awarded the Liberty Bell Award, pre-
sented by the Delaware State Bar Asso-
ciation in recognition of significant 
contributions to the community by a 
nonattorney, and the Silver Good Citi-
zenship Award of the Delaware Chapter 
of the National Society of the Sons of 
the American Revolution. He also re-
ceived the University of Delaware’s 
Medal of Fame Distinction and the 
‘‘Wall of Fame’’ Award. 

As his record shows, Senator Adams 
has a strong commitment to the State 
of Delaware. Born and raised in 
Bridgeville, he attended Bridgeville 
High and later graduated from the Uni-
versity of Delaware. He returned to 
Bridgeville where he built a successful 
business and raised his family. Thur-
man was a devoted husband to his wife 
Hilda, to whom he was married to for 
nearly 50 years. Senator and Mrs. 
Adams raised three wonderful children 
whom any parent would be proud to 
call their own. No stranger to tragedy, 
Thurman lost his beloved wife to can-
cer in 2002 several years after the death 
of their son Brent. Despite these heart-
breaks, Senator Adams remains de-
voted to his children, seven grandsons 
and three great-grandchildren. 

I have known Thurman Adams for 
many years. On a personal note, I re-
member fondly stopping by their sum-
mer home for lunch following the an-
nual Fourth of July parade in Bethany 
Beach and enjoying immensely food 
and fellowship with him and his family. 
I can also attest to his expert egg-toss-
ing skill, having been at the receiving 
end of his smoothly delivered toss at 
the Delaware State Fair Governor’s 
Day celebration. We have enjoyed 
many times together both personally 
and professionally, and we have shared 
times of deep sorrow, as well. 

I am proud to congratulate my long-
time friend and colleague on reaching 
this impressive milestone. The people 
of Delaware, and especially residents of 
the 19th District, are certainly well- 
served and fortunate to have been rep-
resented by such a man as Thurman 
Adams. Delaware is a far better place 
in which to live and work because of 
his stewardship and his leadership.∑ 

f 

HONORING ALBERT W. BELL 

∑ Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, today 
I honor Albert Bell, who is retiring 
from the Durango Police Department 
following a lifelong career in law en-
forcement. 

Since moving to Colorado from Kan-
sas nearly 27 years ago, Al has dedi-
cated himself and his talents to pro-
tecting the communities of southwest 
Colorado—first as a sergeant and then 
as Undersheriff for the La Plata Coun-
ty Sherriff’s Department, and, for the 

past 14 years, as chief of police for the 
Durango Police Department. He also 
served with me on the Police Officers 
Standards and Training Board and the 
Anti-Bullying in Schools Task Force 
during my tenure as attorney general 
of Colorado. 

I am honored and privileged to have 
worked with Al personally over the 
years, both as attorney general and 
now as a U.S. Senator. Throughout his 
career and our work together, Al has 
demonstrated strong leadership, integ-
rity, and an unyielding commitment to 
public safety. These attributes have 
made him one of the most well-re-
garded law enforcement officials in our 
State. 

Al’s contributions to southwest Colo-
rado extend beyond law enforcement. 
He currently serves as president of the 
Southwest Colorado Mental Health 
Board of Directors, and is a member of 
both the La Plata Health Care Project 
Steering Committee and the Regional 
Juvenile Center Task Force. Al’s in-
volvement in these and other commu-
nity organizations speaks to his gen-
erosity, selflessness, and his love for 
the southwest Colorado community. 

In short, southwest Colorado has ben-
efitted tremendously because Al Bell 
chose a path of public service. He has 
set an example for all Americans to 
live by. While I am sorry to see him go, 
I know that he has very much earned a 
healthy and happy retirement. 

On behalf of the people of Colorado, I 
thank Al for his service, and wish him 
all the best in his future endeavors.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING JOHNNY’S 
SELECTED SEEDS 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize an extraordinary business 
from my home State of Maine, John-
ny’s Selected Seeds. A mail-order seed 
producer and seller from Kennebec 
County, Johnny’s Selected Seeds re-
cently garnered the U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration’s Entrepreneurial 
Success Award. But what is most grati-
fying about the recognition for John-
ny’s is that the company won the 
award on the district, regional, and na-
tional levels. 

Chairman Rob Johnston, Jr. founded 
Johnny’s Selected Seeds in 1973 at the 
age of 22. With only $500 in his savings 
account, but with a deep appreciation 
for and knowledge of agriculture, Mr. 
Johnston began his venture in the attic 
of a farmhouse before finally settling 
in Albion, ME, in 1975. As Johnny’s 
grew, so did demand for its product, 
largely due to the firm’s easy-to-use 
and straightforward catalog with de-
tailed descriptions of available seeds 
and handy growing information, as 
well as the company’s production of 
various vintage heirloom seeds. John-
ny’s moved its headquarters to Wins-
low, ME in 2002 and later opened a 
catalog store in the same town. The 
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employee-owned company continues to 
maintain its property in Albion as a 
working farm and research facility 
while offering seed enthusiasts and cu-
rious visitors self-guided farm tours 
throughout the summer months. 

Johnny’s employees take seriously 
their pledge to provide their customers 
with tools, seeds, plants, and supplies 
of the utmost quality. The company’s 
minimum germination standards are 
well above those required by law, and 
Johnny’s goes to great lengths to en-
sure that commercial varieties are free 
of certain viruses and diseases. John-
ny’s also offers various organic seeds, 
and since 1999, has adhered to the prin-
ciples of the Safe Seed Pledge, sig-
naling that the company does not ‘‘. . . 
knowingly buy or sell genetically engi-
neered seeds or plants.’’ Additionally, 
in an effort to stay on the cutting edge, 
Johnny’s takes great pride in the re-
search it does to maintain its innova-
tive reputation. In particular, the firm 
focuses on developing new seed vari-
eties, as well as leading the way in 
quality control. 

Johnny’s Selected Seeds has truly 
made a name for itself through its out-
standing achievements and reliable 
service. But the company has also 
maintained a loyal customer base be-
cause of the basics. Johnny’s vends a 
wide array of seeds, tools, and supplies 
to both home gardeners and small com-
mercial growers. Offering a vast selec-
tion of vegetable seeds, from arti-
chokes to watermelons, Johnny’s also 
sells fruit seeds, herb seeds, and an im-
pressive collection of flower seeds. Con-
tinually updating its stock, Johnny’s 
adds new seeds to its list each year, 
and 2008 is no exception. Some of the 
dozens of new products available range 
from colorful spring flowers to dif-
ferent corns, cantaloupes, and greens. 
And for convenience, home growers can 
order a small packet of 25 seeds, and 
larger growers can often request up to 
10,000 or 25,000 seeds, depending on the 
product. 

A truly entrepreneurial business, 
Johnny’s Selected Seeds constantly 
seeks new ways to grow, improve, and 
impress. It has, without a doubt, 
earned its latest accolades handily. To 
succeed as superlatively as Johnny’s 
does speaks volumes about the resolve 
and passion of Mr. Johnston, but it is 
also a testament to the hard work and 
dedication of the company’s over 80 
full-time and 50 seasonal employees. I 
congratulate Johnny’s Selected Seeds 
for earning the U.S. Small Business 
Administration’s Entrepreneurial Suc-
cess Award at all levels and for the ex-
ample it sets for small businesses ev-
erywhere.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. SHEA PENLAND 

∑ Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I wish to 
acknowledge Dr. Shea Penland, one of 
the leading experts on coastal restora-

tion, for his dedicated service to Lou-
isiana. I would like to take some time 
to make a few remarks on his accom-
plishments. 

Dr. Penland passed away suddenly at 
the age of 54 on Tuesday, March 25, 
2008. He was a respected professor in 
the Department of Earth and Environ-
mental Sciences at the University of 
New Orleans and the director of the 
Pontchartrain Institute of Environ-
mental Science. His investigations in-
cluded the coastal regions of the Gulf 
of Mexico, Alaska, the Great Lakes, 
the U.S. Atlantic and Pacific coasts, 
and the North Sea. Dr. Penland had 
been an advocate for coastal protection 
and restoration in Louisiana and spoke 
passionately about how coastal wet-
lands and barrier islands functioned as 
natural storm surge barriers during 
hurricanes and tropical storms. 

Several years ago I sponsored and 
passed a bill to bring together a num-
ber of individuals and entities to co-
ordinate efforts to clean up Lake Pont-
chartrain and promote the restoration 
of the Lake Pontchartrain Basin. Dr. 
Penland took a leadership role in this 
effort by helping to bring the univer-
sity community together to prioritize 
and coordinate their research activi-
ties. The program has been very suc-
cessful over the last several years, and 
Dr. Penland deserves a great deal of 
credit for helping to achieve that suc-
cess. 

Dr. Penland’s passing is a great loss 
to the State of Louisiana, and Wendy 
and I send our thoughts and prayers 
out to his family, friends, and cowork-
ers. I am positive that Dr. Penland’s 
work will continue to benefit Lou-
isiana and coastal regions throughout 
the United States for years to come. 

Thus, today, I am proud to honor a 
fellow Louisianan, Dr. Shea Penland, 
and thank him for his dedicated and 
tireless service to our State and coun-
try.∑ 

f 

RETIREMENT OF BRIGADIER 
GENERAL ROBERT CREAR 

∑ Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I wish to 
acknowledge the retirement of BG Rob-
ert Crear from his distinguished career 
in the Army Corps of Engineers. I 
would like to take some time to make 
a few remarks on his accomplishments 
and contributions to Louisiana and the 
United States. 

In 1975 he graduated from Jackson 
State University, where he received a 
bachelor’s degree in mathematics and a 
Regular Army commission as a second 
lieutenant in the Corps of Engineers. 
He holds a master’s degree in national 
resource strategy from the Industrial 
College of the Armed Forces and has 
held various other command and staff 
positions in the United States and 
overseas, including Commander for the 
Corps’ Southwest Division and Chief of 
Staff for the U.S. Corps’ Headquarters 

here in Washington, DC. During Oper-
ations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi 
Freedom, General Crear served as com-
mander, Task Force Restore Iraqi Oil, 
which safely and effectively helped to 
ensure the economic recovery of Iraq. 

In June of 2004, General Crear as-
sumed command of the Mississippi Val-
ley Division. As MVD commander, he is 
responsible for a $1 billion civil works 
program. He also played a vital role in 
managing the Corps’ water resources 
program in the Mississippi River Val-
ley. As a member of the Environment 
and Public Works Committee, which 
has jurisdiction over the Mississippi 
River Commission, I helped approve 
General Crear’s nomination as Presi-
dent and Commissioner of MRC. After 
the devastation of Hurricane Katrina, 
General Crear created Task Force 
Hope, a program dedicated to the res-
toration and rebuilding efforts in New 
Orleans and southeast Louisiana. It is 
among the largest disaster recovery op-
erations in the history of the Corps of 
Engineers. 

I am honored to have worked closely 
with General Crear. His devotion to the 
rebuilding and recovery efforts of the 
gulf coast region is a testament to his 
leadership and commitment. Louisiana 
and the gulf coast are forever grateful 
for his dedication and tireless effort. 

Again, I would like to congratulate 
him on his retirement and exemplary 
service to our state and the country. I 
hope he enjoys his well deserved retire-
ment and wish him well in all his fu-
ture endeavors.∑ 

f 

BRINGING TEAM USA SUCCESS 
∑ Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I wish to 
acknowledge Tara Bounds and Phyllis 
Mitchell, a mother-daughter team that 
fought adversity and brought home a 
Gold and Bronze Medal from the 2007 
World Games Special Olympics in 
Shanghai, China. I would like to take a 
few moments to discuss their tireless 
efforts to bring Team USA success. 

Tara Bounds, a 25-year-old Ball, LA, 
resident, was diagnosed with Down’s 
syndrome at birth. She began com-
peting in the Special Olympics at age 8. 
However, it is only by miracle that 
Tara could even compete athletically. 
She also has a congenital heart defect 
and needed two surgeries before the age 
of 5 in order to live. Phyllis Mitchell 
coached Bounds along to help her win 
the Gold Medal in the softball throw 
and the Bronze Medal in the 50-meter 
run. 

The World Games were held from Oc-
tober 2 to October 11, 2007, with over 
7,000 athletes participating from 110 
countries. Tara persevered past three 
competitions: the area competition, 
the State competition in Hammond, 
LA, and the national competition in 
Iowa. In order to continue, you must 
win at least one Gold Medal in the 
State and national competition. How-
ever, Tara almost did not make it due 
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