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waiver that would have allowed the 
State to limit tailpipe greenhouse gas 
pollution from cars and trucks. 

Unfortunately, deadlines for EPA ac-
tion are necessary in both cases. 

In its landmark Massachusetts v. 
EPA ruling, issued 1 year ago today, 
the Supreme Court gave EPA a specific 
task: Determine whether the emissions 
of greenhouse gases endanger public 
health and welfare, and then comply 
with the Clean Air Act requirements 
that result from this determination. 

Yet 1 year later, EPA has done noth-
ing. EPA Administrator Johnson 
pledged to act by December, but that 
day came and went. 

I wrote to Administrator Johnson in 
January asking for a timeline for ac-
tion. 

He wrote back to tell me he could not 
give me one. 

Last month, when I asked Mr. John-
son how many people were working on 
this endangerment finding, he could 
not tell me if anyone was working on 
it. 

In a March 27, 2008, letter to me and 
many of my colleagues, EPA indicated 
that it intends to begin soliciting com-
ments from the public as the Agency 
‘‘considers’’ regulations of greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

EPA’s letter indicates that it does 
not intend to determine whether green-
house gases endanger public health and 
welfare, as the court instructed it to 
do, anytime in the near future. 

Instead EPA’s Administrator stated 
that ‘‘implementing the Supreme 
Court’s decision could affect many 
sources beyond just the cars and trucks 
considered by the Court,’’ suggesting 
that the U.S. Supreme Court would 
have come to a different conclusion 
had it better understood the Clean Air 
Act. 

The process will not begin until 
‘‘later this spring.’’ 

EPA has no further timeline for ac-
tion, nor has it set a deadline for com-
pletion. 

The plaintiffs in the Massachusetts v. 
EPA case today returned to court to 
compel the EPA to act. This bill is in-
tended to work in tandem with their 
suit, compelling EPA to take an ac-
tion, which both the courts and the law 
indicate should not be unreasonably 
delayed. No one should interpret this 
bill as a substitute for the courts tak-
ing action to compel EPA to act with-
out delay under existing law. Both the 
new lawsuit and this bill are prompted 
by the clear failure of EPA to act on a 
reasonable timeline. 

Bottom Line: Responding to the Su-
preme Court’s remand cannot and 
should not be delayed for an undefined 
period of time. 

EPA has had a full year to collect 
public comment and consider the im-
plications of its response, and it has 
done so. EPA staff told Congress that 
they spent thousands of hours writing 

an endangerment finding and proposed 
regulations this past autumn. A draft 
has already been submitted to the 
White House Office of Management and 
Budget. 

This legislation puts EPA on the 
clock to finish the job it was assigned 
by the highest court in the land. 

The second deadline in this legisla-
tion requires the EPA Administrator 
to reconsider, and either confirm or re-
ject, EPA Administrator Johnson’s De-
cember decision to deny California a 
Clean Air Act waiver. 

Without the waiver, California and 15 
other States are unable to control 
greenhouse gas emissions from auto-
mobiles. 

EPA Administrator Johnson denied 
this waiver even though EPA’s legal 
and technical staff unanimously rec-
ommended that the waiver be issued. 

EPA’s attorneys had told Mr. John-
son that a waiver denial in this case 
would ‘‘in effect, amend the Clean Air 
Act by Administrative Action.’’ 

They told him that EPA would be 
sued and ‘‘was likely to lose suit.’’ 

The decision was made before the 
legal justification had been written. 
EPA staff had been cut out of the proc-
ess entirely. 

His official legal document, issued 
more than 2 months after Mr. Johnson 
issued the decision, asserts that the 
waiver was denied based almost en-
tirely on the legislative history of the 
1967 Clean Air Act. His legal document 
made no mention of the fact that Con-
gress rewrote the operative section in 
1977. 

In hearing after hearing, Mr. Johnson 
has asserted that he made this decision 
himself. Apparently he read the law 
differently than every one of his agen-
cy’s experts and attorneys—a different 
reading he has never explained. But 
even he has acknowledged that the 
process under which this decision was 
made was unusual. 

I believe that an unusual process led 
to an unusual result. 

This bill would give EPA the oppor-
tunity to reconsider this decision. And 
with this reconsideration we will see 
whether a normal process will produce 
a different result. 

This legislation sets firm deadlines 
by which EPA must complete its work. 
It instructs the administration to act 
in the face of climate change. It brings 
an end to the delay and obfuscation 
that impede progress. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 2806 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Greenhouse 
Gas Endangerment Finding Deadline and 
California Waiver Reconsideration Act’’. 

SEC. 2. REQUIREMENTS OF ADMINISTRATOR OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY. 

(a) RECONSIDERATION OF DENIAL.—Not later 
than June 30, 2009, the Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency (referred 
to in this section as the ‘‘Administrator’’) 
shall reconsider, and confirm or reverse, the 
decision of the Administrator to deny the re-
quest of the State of California to regulate 
greenhouse gas emissions from new motor 
vehicles. 

(b) ISSUANCE OF FINDING.—Not later than 60 
days after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Administrator shall issue a finding in ac-
cordance with— 

(1) section 202(a)(1) of the Clean Air Act (42 
U.S.C. 7521(a)(1)) with respect to whether the 
emission of greenhouse gases from any 1 or 
more classes of new motor vehicles or new 
motor vehicle engines, in the judgment of 
the Administrator, causes or contributes to 
air pollution that may reasonably be antici-
pated to endanger public health or welfare; 
and 

(2) the decision of the Supreme Court in 
Massachusetts v. Environmental Protection 
Agency, 127 S. Ct. 1438 (2007). 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 496—HON-
ORING THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE 
CARVING OF THE CRAZY HORSE 
MEMORIAL 

Mr. THUNE (for himself and Mr. 
JOHNSON) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 496 

Whereas sculptor Korczak Ziolkowski, who 
never received any formal art training but 
nonetheless won 1st place for sculpture at 
the New York World’s Fair in 1939, came to 
the Black Hills of South Dakota as an assist-
ant to Gutzon Borglum to help carve Mount 
Rushmore; 

Whereas Lakota Chief Henry Standing 
Bear contacted Korczak Ziolkowski in 1939 
to encourage him to create another moun-
tain memorial, saying in his letter of invita-
tion: ‘‘My fellow chiefs and I would like the 
white man to know the red man has great 
heroes, too’’; 

Whereas Crazy Horse was remembered by 
his people as a fierce warrior and visionary 
leader who was committed to preserving the 
traditional Lakota way of life; 

Whereas Korczak Ziolkowski was inspired 
to honor the culture, tradition, and living 
heritage of North American Indians, and 
thus designed a metaphoric tribute to the 
spirit of Crazy Horse and his people; 

Whereas Korczak Ziolkowski was dedi-
cated as well to helping his country preserve 
freedom, enlisted in the Army, and was 
wounded in 1944 at Omaha Beach; 

Whereas Korczak Ziolkowski returned to 
South Dakota after World War II in order to 
find a suitable mountain to carve in order to 
honor Crazy Horse and his people; 

Whereas Korczak Ziolkowski and Chief 
Standing Bear dedicated the Crazy Horse Me-
morial on June 3, 1948; 

Whereas Korczak Ziolkowski worked until 
his death in 1982, and his wife, Ruth, and 
their family have dedicated their lives to 
carving the mountain and continuing the 
mission of the Crazy Horse Memorial; 
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Whereas there is no way to predict when 

the mountain carving will be completed, 
owing to the uncertainty of weather, the 
availability of private funding, and the chal-
lenges of mountain engineering; 

Whereas, when completed, the Crazy Horse 
mountain carving will be the largest carving 
in the world, at 641 feet long by 563 feet high; 

Whereas Korczak Ziolkowski’s parting 
words to his wife were, ‘‘You must work on 
the mountain—but go slowly so you do it 
right’’; 

Whereas the Ziolkowski family and the 
Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation have con-
tinued to do it right, have proceeded without 
government financial support, and remain 
dedicated to making steady progress on the 
Memorial’s humanitarian goals; and 

Whereas the Crazy Horse Memorial will 
celebrate the 60th anniversary of the dedica-
tion of the mountain carving on June 3, 2008: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate, on the 60th an-
niversary of the commencement of the 
mountain carving of the Crazy Horse Memo-
rial, honors sculptor Korczak Ziolkowski, 
the Ziolkowski family, and the Crazy Horse 
Memorial Foundation for their dedication to 
honoring the culture, tradition, and living 
heritage of North American Indians and the 
spirit of Crazy Horse and his people. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 497—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE THAT PUBLIC SERV-
ANTS SHOULD BE COMMENDED 
FOR THEIR DEDICATION AND 
CONTINUED SERVICE TO THE NA-
TION DURING PUBLIC SERVICE 
RECOGNITION WEEK, MAY 5 
THROUGH 11, 2008 

Mr. AKAKA (for himself, Mr. 
VOINOVICH, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. CAR-
PER, Mr. WARNER, Mr. OBAMA, and Mrs. 
MCCASKILL) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs: 

S. RES. 497 

Whereas Public Service Recognition Week 
provides an opportunity to recognize and 
promote the important contributions of pub-
lic servants and honor the diverse men and 
women who meet the needs of the Nation 
through work at all levels of government; 

Whereas millions of individuals work in 
government service in every city, county, 
and State across America and in hundreds of 
cities abroad; 

Whereas public service is a noble calling 
involving a variety of challenging and re-
warding professions; 

Whereas Federal, State, and local govern-
ments are responsive, innovative, and effec-
tive because of the outstanding work of pub-
lic servants; 

Whereas the United States of America is a 
great and prosperous Nation, and public 
service employees contribute significantly to 
that greatness and prosperity; 

Whereas the Nation benefits daily from the 
knowledge and skills of these highly trained 
individuals; 

Whereas public servants— 
(1) defend our freedom and advance United 

States interests around the world; 
(2) provide vital strategic support func-

tions to our military and serve in the Na-
tional Guard and Reserves; 

(3) fight crime and fires; 
(4) ensure equal access to secure, efficient, 

and affordable mail service; 
(5) deliver social security and medicare 

benefits; 
(6) fight disease and promote better health; 
(7) protect the environment and the Na-

tion’s parks; 
(8) enforce laws guaranteeing equal em-

ployment opportunity and healthy working 
conditions; 

(9) defend and secure critical infrastruc-
ture; 

(10) help the Nation recover from natural 
disasters and terrorist attacks; 

(11) teach and work in our schools and li-
braries; 

(12) develop new technologies and explore 
the earth, moon, and space to help improve 
our understanding of how our world changes; 

(13) improve and secure our transportation 
systems; 

(14) promote economic growth; and 
(15) assist active duty service members and 

veterans; 
Whereas members of the uniformed serv-

ices and civilian employees at all levels of 
government make significant contributions 
to the general welfare of the United States, 
and are on the front lines in the fight 
against terrorism and in maintaining home-
land security; 

Whereas public servants work in a profes-
sional manner to build relationships with 
other countries and cultures in order to bet-
ter represent America’s interests and pro-
mote American ideals; 

Whereas public servants alert Congress and 
the public to government waste, fraud, 
abuse, and dangers to public health; 

Whereas the men and women serving in the 
Armed Forces of the United States, as well 
as those skilled trade and craft Federal em-
ployees who provide support to their efforts, 
are committed to doing their jobs regardless 
of the circumstances, and contribute greatly 
to the security of the Nation and the world; 

Whereas public servants have bravely 
fought in armed conflict in defense of this 
Nation and its ideals and deserve the care 
and benefits they have earned through their 
honorable service; 

Whereas government workers have much 
to offer, as demonstrated by their expertise 
and innovative ideas, and serve as examples 
by passing on institutional knowledge to 
train the next generation of public servants; 

Whereas May 5 through 11, 2008, has been 
designated Public Service Recognition Week 
to honor America’s Federal, State, and local 
government employees; and 

Whereas Public Service Recognition Week 
is celebrating its 24th anniversary through 
job fairs, student activities, and agency ex-
hibits: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commends public servants for their out-

standing contributions to this great Nation 
during Public Service Recognition Week and 
throughout the year; 

(2) salutes government employees for their 
unyielding dedication and spirit for public 
service; 

(3) honors those government employees 
who have given their lives in service to their 
country; 

(4) calls upon a new generation to consider 
a career in public service as an honorable 
profession; and 

(5) encourages efforts to promote public 
service careers at all levels of government. 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I rise to 
introduce a resolution honoring the 
dedication, commitment, and noble 

service of Federal, State, and local 
government employees during Public 
Service Recognition Week. 

For the past 23 years, the first full 
week of May is reserved to recognize 
the men and women of the military and 
civilian workforces diligently serving 
our Nation and celebrate their achieve-
ments. 

Throughout the history of this Na-
tion, public servants have been the 
first in many fields. Public servants 
are the first to respond to an emer-
gency. They were the first to walk on 
the moon, the first to subnavigate the 
North Pole, and the driving force be-
hind the creation of the Internet. How-
ever, there are lesser known achieve-
ments of public servants that improve 
all of our lives. Researchers at NIH 
were the first to make a discovery that 
lead to the Human Papillomavirus vac-
cine. They were the first to create a 
program allowing States and localities 
to analyze DNA evidence on thousands 
of cases. And, they have been the first 
to discover hormones produced by the 
heart that have profound benefits in 
treating many deadly diseases. 

Public Service Recognition Week is a 
time for all Americans to recognize the 
contributions which public servants 
make to this country that are often 
overlooked. We are familiar with the 
police officers who patrol our streets, 
the teachers who teach our children, 
the public officials we elect to govern, 
and the war fighters so bravely defend-
ing our country. However, there are 
many other public servants who pro-
tect and care for our National Parks, 
provide care to veterans, protect the 
water we drink, build the roads we 
drive on, archive American history and 
the American experience, and curate 
our public museums that work behind 
the scenes without much attention or 
praise. These are just some of the si-
lent servants who are the backbone of 
America. 

Public servants have chosen a career 
path that does not often exalt or glo-
rify their work. We rarely hear about 
the support the civilians in the Depart-
ment of Defense are providing to the 
military during this time of war or the 
doctors and nurses at the Veterans’ Af-
fairs Administration who provide care 
to the many men and women returning 
home from combat while struggling 
with insufficient resources. PSR week 
is a time we thank them for their serv-
ice and recognize their efforts. 

This week is not just a time for us to 
honor their work, but a time for us to 
get to know the groundbreaking efforts 
made by the military and civil serv-
ants. Across the country, mayors, 
State governments, Governors, county 
governments, and many other civic or-
ganizations are participating in Public 
Service Recognition Week through 
proclamations, honorary events, 
awards, and exhibits. In Washington, 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 10:52 Oct 25, 2010 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00052 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR08\S02AP8.001 S02AP8er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
5C

LS
3C

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-12T22:28:55-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




