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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Wednesday, April 2, 2008 
The House met at 10 a.m. 
The Reverend Elliott L. Foss, Na-

tional Chaplain, American Legion, of-
fered the following prayer: 

God, bless America. Continue to 
shine Your face on us, as we need Your 
guidance and protection now, more 
than ever. God, bless America, our 
President, our national, State, and 
community leaders as they seek to 
serve our citizens. 

God, bless America. Bless these folks 
here today. I ask You to give them 
grace and peace, that as they seek 
Your face, impart to them Your wis-
dom, Your courage, and Your hope, 
that they will do Your will at all 
times. 

Please, God, bless America and our 
citizens who seek to live in peace and 
harmony as ‘‘One Nation under God.’’ 
Encourage us to do the right thing, at 
the right time, for the right reason. 

May Your love surround our military 
and their families each and every day 
and please, God, bless America and 
bring our troops safely home when all 
is done. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, 
rule I, I demand a vote on agreeing to 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, I object to the vote on 
the ground that a quorum is not 
present and make the point of order 
that a quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from South Carolina (Mr. WILSON) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed a bill of the 
following title in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested: 

S. 980. An act to amend the Controlled 
Substances Act to address online phar-
macies. 

f 

WELCOMING REV. ELLIOTT L. 
FOSS 

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KINGSTON. Madam Speaker, 
Members of the House, it’s a great 
honor today to introduce my friend, 
the Reverend Elliott Foss, to the 
chamber and to the folks who are our 
visitors today. Elliott has been a friend 
of mine for a number of years, almost 
going on two decades, in fact. Elliott 
was appointed the National Chaplain of 
the American Legion on August 30, 
2007, by the National Commander, 
Marty Conatser. The appointment was 
made following the closing session of 
the 89th National Convention in Reno, 
Nevada. 

He is a retired U.S. Navy Command 
Master Chief and Hospital Corpsman 
from the Submarine Division, and 
served during the Vietnam War and 
through the Gulf wars. Elliott attended 
Candler Seminary School of Ministry 
at Emory University. He also served as 
pastor to churches in Maine, Virginia, 
Connecticut, Florida, and Georgia. He 
is a Georgia resident and is an ordained 
Southern Baptist Minister and Chap-
lain, even though he has been the min-
ister in four different Methodist 
churches in my district. 

Elliott is a member of the American 
Legion Post 317 in coastal Georgia, 
where he serves as Post Commander. 
Reverend Foss also has served as the 
8th District Vice Commander and as 
Post 9 Brunswick Commander. Chap-
lain Foss serves as the Department of 
Georgia Chaplain for now 7 years. He 
has held numerous leadership positions 
at the post, State and national levels 
during the past 11 years. 

He and his wife, Arlene, reside in 
Kingsland, Georgia. I first got to know 
him when he was the chaplain of the 
Seaman’s House and worked with peo-

ple and sailors from all over the world 
and members of our own merchant ma-
rine. He is a great guy, a great man of 
the Lord, and we are very proud to 
have him as chaplain of the day today. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-

tain requests for up to 15 1-minute 
speeches on each side. 

f 

THE DREAM OF DR. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, on Fri-
day, April 4, this Nation will observe 
the 40th anniversary of the tragic as-
sassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Dr. King was a great American who 
fought injustice; not just social injus-
tice, but economic injustice. His beliefs 
40 years later have not been fulfilled. 
His dream is still alive, but not ful-
filled. 

In his time, he fought a war and was 
against a war in Asia that this country 
was fighting and losing, and costing us 
much in terms of human sacrifice, as 
well as financial sacrifice. We see that 
same situation today, as we have the 
cost in Iraq taking away from our cit-
ies and our people. He fought for work-
ing people who were working hard but 
not moving forward. Today, we see 
working people in the middle-class con-
tinuing to having their power eroded 
and taken away from them. 

I ask each person in this House and 
each person in America to think of Dr. 
King this week and to think of Dr. 
King every day and keep his dream 
alive and move this country forward 
with economic and social justice, for 
we need it more now than ever. 

f 

TAX AND SPEND HURTS ECONOMY 
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, right now Americans are feel-
ing the pinch from rising gas prices, 
health care costs, and food prices. 
There has been a slowdown in the 
growth of our economy. In light of this, 
it seems downright wrong for Congress 
to be proposing a budget that will raise 
$683 billion in taxes, the largest tax in-
crease in America’s history. This will 
hit 116 million Americans, while spend-
ing billions more on wasteful govern-
ment spending. 
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