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American taxpayers will have to foot 

this bill if we do not stand up and pro-
tect their wallets from the Washington 
tax and spend machine. I support the 
Republican Study Committee budget, a 
plan that meets the needs of the Amer-
ican people, balances the Federal budg-
et by 2012, fixes the AMT, addresses the 
runaway entitlement crisis, and does 
not raise $1 of taxes on hardworking 
Americans. At a time when Americans 
pay too much at the pump, at the 
store, and at the hospital, it is wrong 
to ask them to pay more to the govern-
ment. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th. 

f 

DEMOCRATS WANT TO WORK WITH 
REPUBLICANS TO HELP AMER-
ICAN FAMILIES 

(Mr. WILSON of Ohio asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
the American public is rightfully con-
cerned about the future of our Nation’s 
economy. Stagnant wages were already 
making it difficult for families to af-
ford rising gas, home heating, grocery, 
and health care bills. Now, there is the 
added worry of losing their homes. The 
housing crisis could lead to more than 
2 million homeowners losing their 
homes in the near future. 

Fortunately, we address some of the 
housing concerns in the bipartisan eco-
nomic stimulus plan. In that package, 
we expanded affordable mortgage loan 
opportunities through the Federal 
Housing Administration, and expanded 
financial counseling for families who 
are at risk of losing their homes. This 
was a good start, but more needs to be 
done. As a member of the House Finan-
cial Services Committee, I look for-
ward to working with Chairman FRANK 
to move through the committee his 
foreclosure prevention package. 

Mr. Speaker, in the coming weeks I 
hope that we can once again come to-
gether as Republicans and Democrats 
in this important legislation. 
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CONGRESS IS RESPONSIBLE FOR 
THE HIGH PRICES AT THE PUMP 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, as gasoline 
prices rise higher at the pump, the 
American driver is mad and the Con-
gress blames the oil companies. But 
the real culprit is Congress. Gasoline 
prices are rising because Congress fails 
to have an energy policy that encour-
ages the development of our own re-
sources. Instead of making it easier to 
obtain crude oil, Congress has decided 
to subsidize the special interest groups 

to produce unproven, unreliable, and 
expensive alternative fuels, like corn- 
based ethanol, which now may pollute 
the environment more than first real-
ized. Not to mention this idea is bad 
for land management and increases the 
cost of agricultural products. So now 
we have high gasoline prices and higher 
prices for corn products worldwide, 
thanks to Congress. 

We are the only industrial power in 
the world that refuses to take advan-
tage of its own energy resources. Con-
gress should lift the absurd restrictions 
on offshore drilling, allow drilling in 
ANWR and stop the expensive, unnec-
essary regulations. This will increase 
production, supply, and lower costs. 
Otherwise, we will continue to be held 
hostage by third world dictators, like 
Chavez, and the cost of crude oil will 
continue to grow. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

ON FISA, THE INTELLIGENCE COM-
MUNITY HAS THE TOOLS IT 
NEEDS TO PROTECT NATIONAL 
SECURITY 

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, Wash-
ington Republicans are not leveling 
with the American people on the imme-
diate effects of the expiration of the 
Protect America Act. Despite their 
fear-mongering, even the Bush admin-
istration admits that it still has the 
ability to continue all its wide-ranging 
surveillance for another 6 months. 

Kate Martin, Director of the Center 
for National Security Studies, said, ‘‘If 
the government learns of new individ-
uals plotting terrorist activities, it can 
immediately surveil such individuals, 
the court can issue an order within 
minutes of being asked, or the govern-
ment can start surveillance without a 
court order under the existing FISA 
emergency authority.’’ 

Richard Clarke said, ‘‘The President 
misconstrued the truth and manipu-
lated the facts. It was wrong to suggest 
that warrants issued in compliance 
with FISA would suddenly evaporate 
with congressional inaction.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, our intelligence com-
munity still has every tool available 
that it had under the President’s Pro-
tect America Act. Republicans should 
stop their misleading fear-mongering. 

f 

PROTECTING THE AMERICAN 
DREAM OF OWNING A HOME 

(Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. 
Mr. Speaker, our mortgage market is 
experiencing housing finance chal-
lenges and a credit crisis. Foreclosures 
are hitting an all time high. My own 
State of South Carolina is ranked 39th 

in the Nation for home foreclosures. 
Mortgage and financial challenges are 
placing heavy burdens on American 
families, and the situation has forced 
thousands of families to lose their 
prized possession, their home. One per-
son losing their home, Mr. Speaker, is 
one too many. 

As Members of Congress, can we lend 
money or give credit to people? No. But 
we can put these families and home-
owners in touch with the right people, 
who can provide them with informa-
tion on how to escape the mortgage 
rift. 

During the break, I held homeowner 
education seminars and invited local 
mortgage lenders and nonprofits to 
give free one-on-one counseling ses-
sions to constituents with mortgage 
questions. The event had wonderfully 
qualified people on hand who were able 
to give information away. 

Let’s try to protect the American 
Dream of owning a home. I encourage 
other Members to do the same. 

f 

THE COST OF STAYING IN IRAQ IS 
MAKING AMERICA LESS SECURE 
(Mr. WALZ of Minnesota asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, the war in Iraq has now gone on for 
more than 5 years. Those 5 years have 
seriously hampered our military’s 
readiness, and the human and financial 
costs grow greater by the day. Eighty- 
eight percent of our current and former 
military officers believe this war has 
stretched our military dangerously 
thin, and 60 percent say it has left us 
weaker than at any time since Viet-
nam. 

Pete Geren, the Secretary of the 
Army, said, ‘‘We are consuming our 
readiness as fast as we build it,’’ and 
the Army Chief of Staff, General 
George Casey, said, ‘‘The last six-plus 
years at war have left our Army out of 
balance, consumed by the current 
fight, and unable to do the things we 
know we need to do to prepare for the 
future.’’ In addition to spending hun-
dreds of billions of dollars on this war, 
the cost to care for our veterans and 
rebuild this Army will take us decades. 

While our military is standing up and 
facing these challenges with great dig-
nity and professionalism, there are 
some here who say we need to stay the 
course and stay in Iraq for 100 years. 
This is not sustainable. This is not a 
plan. This is not security. We need real 
leadership that understands the cost of 
staying in Iraq and not redeploying our 
troops is making America less secure 
and not more. 

f 

CONGRATULATING TYLER HANS-
BROUGH OF POPLAR BLUFF, 
MISSOURI 
(Mrs. EMERSON asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
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