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American taxpayers will have to foot 

this bill if we do not stand up and pro-
tect their wallets from the Washington 
tax and spend machine. I support the 
Republican Study Committee budget, a 
plan that meets the needs of the Amer-
ican people, balances the Federal budg-
et by 2012, fixes the AMT, addresses the 
runaway entitlement crisis, and does 
not raise $1 of taxes on hardworking 
Americans. At a time when Americans 
pay too much at the pump, at the 
store, and at the hospital, it is wrong 
to ask them to pay more to the govern-
ment. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th. 

f 

DEMOCRATS WANT TO WORK WITH 
REPUBLICANS TO HELP AMER-
ICAN FAMILIES 

(Mr. WILSON of Ohio asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
the American public is rightfully con-
cerned about the future of our Nation’s 
economy. Stagnant wages were already 
making it difficult for families to af-
ford rising gas, home heating, grocery, 
and health care bills. Now, there is the 
added worry of losing their homes. The 
housing crisis could lead to more than 
2 million homeowners losing their 
homes in the near future. 

Fortunately, we address some of the 
housing concerns in the bipartisan eco-
nomic stimulus plan. In that package, 
we expanded affordable mortgage loan 
opportunities through the Federal 
Housing Administration, and expanded 
financial counseling for families who 
are at risk of losing their homes. This 
was a good start, but more needs to be 
done. As a member of the House Finan-
cial Services Committee, I look for-
ward to working with Chairman FRANK 
to move through the committee his 
foreclosure prevention package. 

Mr. Speaker, in the coming weeks I 
hope that we can once again come to-
gether as Republicans and Democrats 
in this important legislation. 

f 

b 1015 

CONGRESS IS RESPONSIBLE FOR 
THE HIGH PRICES AT THE PUMP 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, as gasoline 
prices rise higher at the pump, the 
American driver is mad and the Con-
gress blames the oil companies. But 
the real culprit is Congress. Gasoline 
prices are rising because Congress fails 
to have an energy policy that encour-
ages the development of our own re-
sources. Instead of making it easier to 
obtain crude oil, Congress has decided 
to subsidize the special interest groups 

to produce unproven, unreliable, and 
expensive alternative fuels, like corn- 
based ethanol, which now may pollute 
the environment more than first real-
ized. Not to mention this idea is bad 
for land management and increases the 
cost of agricultural products. So now 
we have high gasoline prices and higher 
prices for corn products worldwide, 
thanks to Congress. 

We are the only industrial power in 
the world that refuses to take advan-
tage of its own energy resources. Con-
gress should lift the absurd restrictions 
on offshore drilling, allow drilling in 
ANWR and stop the expensive, unnec-
essary regulations. This will increase 
production, supply, and lower costs. 
Otherwise, we will continue to be held 
hostage by third world dictators, like 
Chavez, and the cost of crude oil will 
continue to grow. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

ON FISA, THE INTELLIGENCE COM-
MUNITY HAS THE TOOLS IT 
NEEDS TO PROTECT NATIONAL 
SECURITY 

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, Wash-
ington Republicans are not leveling 
with the American people on the imme-
diate effects of the expiration of the 
Protect America Act. Despite their 
fear-mongering, even the Bush admin-
istration admits that it still has the 
ability to continue all its wide-ranging 
surveillance for another 6 months. 

Kate Martin, Director of the Center 
for National Security Studies, said, ‘‘If 
the government learns of new individ-
uals plotting terrorist activities, it can 
immediately surveil such individuals, 
the court can issue an order within 
minutes of being asked, or the govern-
ment can start surveillance without a 
court order under the existing FISA 
emergency authority.’’ 

Richard Clarke said, ‘‘The President 
misconstrued the truth and manipu-
lated the facts. It was wrong to suggest 
that warrants issued in compliance 
with FISA would suddenly evaporate 
with congressional inaction.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, our intelligence com-
munity still has every tool available 
that it had under the President’s Pro-
tect America Act. Republicans should 
stop their misleading fear-mongering. 

f 

PROTECTING THE AMERICAN 
DREAM OF OWNING A HOME 

(Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. 
Mr. Speaker, our mortgage market is 
experiencing housing finance chal-
lenges and a credit crisis. Foreclosures 
are hitting an all time high. My own 
State of South Carolina is ranked 39th 

in the Nation for home foreclosures. 
Mortgage and financial challenges are 
placing heavy burdens on American 
families, and the situation has forced 
thousands of families to lose their 
prized possession, their home. One per-
son losing their home, Mr. Speaker, is 
one too many. 

As Members of Congress, can we lend 
money or give credit to people? No. But 
we can put these families and home-
owners in touch with the right people, 
who can provide them with informa-
tion on how to escape the mortgage 
rift. 

During the break, I held homeowner 
education seminars and invited local 
mortgage lenders and nonprofits to 
give free one-on-one counseling ses-
sions to constituents with mortgage 
questions. The event had wonderfully 
qualified people on hand who were able 
to give information away. 

Let’s try to protect the American 
Dream of owning a home. I encourage 
other Members to do the same. 

f 

THE COST OF STAYING IN IRAQ IS 
MAKING AMERICA LESS SECURE 
(Mr. WALZ of Minnesota asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, the war in Iraq has now gone on for 
more than 5 years. Those 5 years have 
seriously hampered our military’s 
readiness, and the human and financial 
costs grow greater by the day. Eighty- 
eight percent of our current and former 
military officers believe this war has 
stretched our military dangerously 
thin, and 60 percent say it has left us 
weaker than at any time since Viet-
nam. 

Pete Geren, the Secretary of the 
Army, said, ‘‘We are consuming our 
readiness as fast as we build it,’’ and 
the Army Chief of Staff, General 
George Casey, said, ‘‘The last six-plus 
years at war have left our Army out of 
balance, consumed by the current 
fight, and unable to do the things we 
know we need to do to prepare for the 
future.’’ In addition to spending hun-
dreds of billions of dollars on this war, 
the cost to care for our veterans and 
rebuild this Army will take us decades. 

While our military is standing up and 
facing these challenges with great dig-
nity and professionalism, there are 
some here who say we need to stay the 
course and stay in Iraq for 100 years. 
This is not sustainable. This is not a 
plan. This is not security. We need real 
leadership that understands the cost of 
staying in Iraq and not redeploying our 
troops is making America less secure 
and not more. 

f 

CONGRATULATING TYLER HANS-
BROUGH OF POPLAR BLUFF, 
MISSOURI 
(Mrs. EMERSON asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
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minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate our Southeast 
Missouri favorite son, Tyler Hans-
brough of Poplar Bluff, Missouri, for 
his unanimous selection to the AP All- 
American First Team for collegiate 
basketball. Mr. Hansbrough has earned 
this honor through his excellence both 
on the basketball court and off. 

If anything, his receipt of this award 
ought to focus us on Mr. Hansbrough’s 
character, not on his scoring statistics. 
This young man recently earned rare 
praise from long-time coach Rick 
Pitino, who remarked, ‘‘I haven’t seen 
a guy play every possession like that in 
a long time. I have actually never seen 
it.’’ 

Not only is Tyler a leader, he is a 
leader by example. His work ethic has 
improved players, coaches and fans of 
the game at every level he has played. 

Mr. Hansbrough takes his obligation 
of leadership seriously. His coach at 
North Carolina, Roy Williams, has 
called him the most focused player he 
has ever coached. All of these at-
tributes result in Mr. Hansbrough serv-
ing as a role model for his teammates 
and for every aspiring student-athlete 
in the Nation. 

Undoubtedly Mr. Hansbrough will 
continue to succeed in basketball. I be-
lieve he will continue to succeed in 
life, too. As he provides a national ex-
ample of dedication, teamwork, effort 
and leadership, I congratulate Tyler 
Hansbrough on his selection as a First 
Team All-American. I also commend 
him for the contributions he makes as 
a role model to millions of Americans 
who aspire to the example he has set. 

f 

THE IRAQ WAR AND THE IMPACT 
ON THE ECONOMY 

(Mr. BRALEY of Iowa asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, 
despite the continued lack of political 
progress in Iraq, we are still fighting 
and funding this war at a time when 
the country’s economic future is at 
stake. General David Petraeus, the top 
commander in Iraq, admitted last 
month that ‘‘no one in the U.S. and 
Iraqi governments feels that there has 
been sufficient progress by any means 
in the area of national reconciliation.’’ 
And yet we continue to spend $14 mil-
lion every hour in Iraq, while more 
Americans are looking for work, mil-
lions of Americans are on the verge of 
losing their homes, and gas prices have 
hit an all-time high. 

Mr. Speaker, there is no question 
that when we spend $14 million an hour 
in Iraq, we are neglecting real needs 
here in the United States. But we are 
also hurting our economy because we 
aren’t able to properly invest in Amer-

ica. This war has diverted nearly $1 
trillion away from American schools, 
roads, research and other areas that 
would have stimulated the economy in 
the short-term and produced stronger 
economic growth in the long run. 

It is time to stop spending our money 
in Iraq and start focusing on helping 
our families here at home. 

f 

SERIOUS ACTION ON SOCIAL 
SECURITY NEEDED NOW 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, a recent report shows Social 
Security sliding into the red. We need 
to protect our younger generation, and 
I think it is up to the Congress to take 
serious action now. 

The Trustees’ Annual Report on So-
cial Security released a couple of 
weeks ago paints a gloomy picture. So-
cial Security will begin paying out 
more money than it takes in from pay-
roll taxes in 2017, and by 2041 the Social 
Security trust fund is going to be ex-
hausted. 

These dismal dates come as no sur-
prise to us. Each day that ebbs by we 
are left with fewer options on how to 
address this growing problem. 

As ranking member on the Social Se-
curity Subcommittee, I stand ready to 
work with my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle to find real solutions for all 
Americans for our future. The time is 
now. We cannot afford to wait. 

f 

HONORING AUTISM AWARENESS 
MONTH 

(Mr. MATHESON asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MATHESON. Mr. Speaker, dur-
ing my time in this job, I have met 
with many Utah families, teachers and 
health professionals about their strug-
gle with autism. I have visited the spe-
cial education classrooms where dedi-
cated teachers work with youngsters 
who have been diagnosed as autistic, as 
well as met with families desperately 
searching out medical options for their 
children. I have learned from this that 
more data, more research and more 
public education are imperative in 
order to help these families create a fu-
ture for their children. 

In Utah, one in every 133 kids has au-
tism. That is the third highest rate 
among 14 States, according to a 2007 
CDC study. Nationally, 67 children are 
diagnosed with autism every single 
day, which costs our country $90 billion 
a year. I am humbled to represent the 
Utah family that has the highest num-
ber of cases of autism in a single-fam-
ily in the entire United States, six chil-
dren. 

As a member of the Autism Caucus 
and as a cosponsor of the resolution de-

claring April National Autism Month, I 
have been a strong advocate for in-
creased research dollars to help us pro-
vide more answers about this disorder 
and the hardship it inflicts on families. 

Awareness is only a first step, but 
every step forward brings us closer I 
hope to improved diagnosis and treat-
ment of autism. 

f 

SUPPORT THE U.S.-COLOMBIA 
TRADE PROMOTION AGREEMENT 

(Mr. WELLER of Illinois asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to urge the Speaker of this 
House to bring forward for a vote in 
this House the U.S.-Colombia Trade 
Promotion Agreement. We know Co-
lombia not only has the most long- 
standing democracy in all of Latin 
America, but is our most trusted and 
dependable partner in counternarcotics 
and counterterrorism. 

We also know that President Uribe, 
the democratically-elected President of 
Colombia, is a good friend of the 
United States, and someone who has 
brought security in his successful ef-
forts to eliminate the FARC, a narco-
trafficking terrorist organization in 
Colombia, and as a result today he has 
made tremendous progress in reducing 
violence in that country and bringing 
security throughout the entire coun-
try. 

The U.S.-Colombia trade agreement 
is good for Illinois, my home State. My 
district is dependent on exports. Con-
struction equipment that is made in 
my district and the 8,000 union workers 
who make construction equipment suf-
fer 15 percent tariffs when exported to 
Colombia. Under this trade agreement, 
they are eliminated on day one. The 
farm community will tell you the U.S.- 
Colombia trade agreement is the best 
ever when it comes to access for Illi-
nois and U.S. farm products to the Co-
lombian market. 

The bottom line is, the U.S.-Colom-
bia Trade Promotion Agreement is a 
win-win for the United States, it is a 
win-win for Colombia. 

Mr. Speaker, we need to bring it to 
the floor. Colombia is our friend, and 
this deserves a vote. 

f 

THE IRAQ WAR AND THE IMPACT 
ON AMERICA’S ECONOMY 

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, how 
much longer do the American people 
have to bear the financial burden of the 
war in Iraq? Between 2001 and 2008, 
Congress has appropriated nearly $700 
billion for the Global War on Ter-
rorism, most of that money going to 
fight the war in Iraq. 
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