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of America, Troop 374, and in earning the 
most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Joshua has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Joshua has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Joshua Tyler Boydston for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JUANITA 
PERRY 

HON. DAVID DAVIS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the memory of 
Mrs. Juanita Perry, a longtime resident of the 
First District, who passed away on March 24th 
of this year. 

Mrs. Perry was a leader in the First District 
where she has touched many lives through 
her countless hours of dedication to her com-
munity. Our thoughts and prayers are with her 
family as they mourn her loss. 

Juanita loved to help anyone in need. She 
spent sixty-two years volunteering at Mountain 
Home Veterans Affairs Medical Center where 
she carried the name of ‘‘Little Sweetheart of 
Mountain Home.’’ 

Juanita was also a lifetime member at Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary Post 2108 
and Military Order of the Purple Heart Post 
224. Her time spent with the Tennessee Fed-
eration of Republican Women’s Club was hon-
orable and she received a Certificate of Award 
from the National Federation of Republican 
Women in 2007. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you and my fellow 
members to join me in honoring the life of 
Juanita Perry, a loving family member whose 
commitment and unwavering support to East 
Tennessee will be greatly missed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING WORLD AUTISM DAY 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize World Au-
tism Day in an effort to increase awareness 
about one of the most common mental dis-
orders afflicting our country today. Autism is 
becoming an increasingly common disorder; 
more and more children in America and 
throughout the world are born with it every 
day. The first step toward treating this incur-
able condition is recognition. Therefore, I rise 
today in support of World Autism Day and to 
help shed light on this growing and very seri-
ous problem. 

The statistics concerning autism are, to say 
the least, alarming. One in 150 children born 

today is diagnosed with autism. One in 94 
newborn boys is now autistic. In fact, today 
alone there will be approximately 67 new 
cases of autism diagnosed. That translates to 
a new diagnosis every 20 minutes. These are 
incredibly alarming numbers and we must rec-
ognize that this disorder is increasingly com-
mon and also that, while there is no cure, the 
quicker we identify what the problem is, the 
quicker we can act. We may not yet be able 
to cure autism, but with a strong commitment 
from the Federal Government we can create 
better lives for the growing number of children 
that are afflicted with this condition. 

There is no medical way to detect autism in 
a child. We must rely on a physician’s trained 
eye to diagnose a child as autistic, and even 
then we cannot cure it, we can only treat it. 
There are various symptoms that indicate au-
tism that a physician must recognize. This is 
why awareness and education are so impor-
tant. 

Today, I would like to recognize the efforts 
of doctors, advocates and families on World 
Autism Day and also bring attention to the 
shocking frequency with which autism is diag-
nosed. Therefore, I rise today to recognize 
World Autism Day, to commend those working 
toward education, treatment and some day a 
cure and to offer my support for these efforts. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO POLICE CHIEF 
ALBERT W. BELL 

HON. JOHN T. SALAZAR 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I pay tribute to a respected 
leader from southwest Colorado, Police Chief 
Albert W. Bell of Durango, Colorado. Chief 
Bell has served the community of Durango 
with distinction for 14 years and has now an-
nounced his retirement, effective April 5, 2008. 

Chief Bell’s career in law enforcement start-
ed 37 years ago as a patrolman for the To-
peka Police Department. On July 1, 1999, 
then Colorado Governor Bill Owens appointed 
Chief Bell to the Colorado Peace Officer 
Standards and Training, POST, Board. Chief 
Bell served that Board with distinction and in 
the highest traditions of the law enforcement 
profession. 

Chief Bell is a member of the Colorado As-
sociation of Chiefs of Police and has served 
on numerous boards that serve the interests 
of the citizens of Colorado. In service to his 
local community, Chief Bell has served as 
Undersheriff in the La Plata County Sheriff’s 
Department and also served on the Commu-
nity Connections Board at Hilltop House. 

Chief Bell has demonstrated an outstanding 
level of professionalism and is recognized as 
a leader among law enforcement professionals 
in the Third Congressional District, fostering 
cooperative relationships amongst the Federal, 
State, and local law enforcement communities. 

Madam Speaker, I commend Durango Po-
lice Chief Al Bell for his outstanding leader-
ship, service, and dedication to the residents 
of Durango, Colorado. While we will all miss 
Chief Bell’s service and dedication, I ask that 

you join me in wishing him well upon his re-
tirement. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘‘GOVERN-
MENT ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 
2008’’ 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speaker, the 
‘‘Government Accountability Office Act of 
2008’’ (the Act), is intended to improve the 
oversight, administration, and pay adjustment 
functions at the Government Accountability Of-
fice, GAO. 

The former Comptroller General has as-
serted that Federal agencies should have 
‘‘modern, effective, credible, and, as appro-
priate, validated performance management 
systems in place with adequate safeguards, 
including reasonable transparency and appro-
priate accountability mechanisms, to ensure 
fairness and prevent politicization and abuse.’’ 
Some of the safeguards recommended by the 
Government Accountability Office, GAO, in-
clude a performance management system that 
makes meaningful distinctions in individual 
employee performance; involves employees 
and stakeholders in designing the system; and 
achieves consistency, equity, and non-
discrimination. 

Over the last 24 months, the subcommittee 
has conducted oversight, and more recently 
investigated, the implementation of GAO’s 
new personnel system to determine if it meets 
the aforementioned criteria. The subcommittee 
found that it did not. In addition, based on its 
investigation the subcommittee concluded that, 
contrary to legislative intent, GAO employees 
who met and exceeded expectations in 2006 
and 2007 did not receive the annual across- 
the-board increase that other GAO employees 
received. 

The Act would restore the 2006 and 2007 
annual across-the-board increase to GAO em-
ployees who met expectations but did not re-
ceive the adjustment. It would also set a ‘‘floor 
guarantee’’ that would preserve GAO’s per-
formance-based compensation system, while 
ensuring that GAO employees receive an an-
nual increase in their permanent pay, provided 
they ‘‘meet expectations,’’ that is at least equal 
to the Congressionally approved across-the- 
board increase. 

The floor guarantee will be comprised of the 
annual adjustment to the GAO pay schedule 
plus the permanent merit pay increase re-
ceived by an employee under GAO’s merit 
pay system. At a hearing the subcommittee 
held on March 23, 2008, on this legislation 
and GAO’s personnel reforms, the sub-
committee learned from the Ivy Planning 
Group, a consulting firm hired by GAO to con-
duct an African American Performance As-
sessment Study at GAO, that there are signifi-
cant differences between the ratings for Afri-
can American analysts and Caucasian ana-
lysts. Therefore, the personnel reforms at 
GAO had a significant negative impact on Afri-
can American staffers. Furthermore, a survey 
that was administered to GAO employees at 
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my request, found that 81 percent of respond-
ents thought morale in general at GAO is 
worse or much worse than before the reforms 
and a majority of the respondents felt that not 
having an across-the-board increase for all 
staff is very or somewhat unreasonable. While 
the subcommittee recognizes that more work 
needs to be done at GAO, the Act will help 
improve the morale at GAO and remedy the 
inequities that resulted from the denial of the 
2006 and 2007 across-the-board adjustments. 

Other provisions in the Act include creating 
a statutory Inspector General for GAO; permit-
ting the Comptroller General, CG, greater 
flexibility to administer oaths to witnesses 
when auditing and settling accounts; enabling 
the CG to accept gifts and to make expendi-
tures for meals and other expenses in connec-
tion with recruitment; and eliminates the statu-
torily imposed GS–15 pay cap to allow the CG 
the authority to pay employees up to the rate 
for Executive Level III. The Act has the sup-
port of GAO and its union, the International 
Federation of Professional and Technical En-
gineers. 

f 

‘‘ALL IN A NAME,’’ GREECE’S CON-
CERNS REGARDING THE FORMER 
YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MAC-
EDONIA’S ACCESSION TO THE 
NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY OR-
GANIZATION 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, later 
this week the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO) will hold a Heads of State and 
Government summit in Bucharest, Romania. 
One of the major issues considered will be the 
expansion of NATO and the possible exten-
sion of membership invitations to Albania, Cro-
atia and the Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia (FYROM). In this context, I would 
like to bring to the House’s attention excerpts 
from the April 1, 2008 Op-ed in the Wall Street 
Journal titled ‘‘All in a Name,’’ written by 
Greece’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dora 
Bakoyannis. 

[FROM THE WALL STREET JOURNAL, APR. 1, 
2008] 

ALL IN A NAME 
(By Dora Bakoyannis) 

ATHENS.—The NATO summit comes to 
Southeastern Europe this week, and Greece 
is looking forward to it . . . As the region’s 
oldest NATO and EU member, Greece feels a 
profound obligation to be constructive, sup-
portive and practical regarding our neigh-
bors. We wholeheartedly espouse the policy 
of enlargement, and I am happy to say that 
two members of the so-called ‘‘Adriatic 
Three,’’ Croatia and Albania, are today in a 
position to further the principles of the 
North Atlantic Treaty and earn their invita-
tion to NATO in Bucharest. However, it sad-
dens me that we cannot so far say the same 
about our neighbor, the Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia (Fyrom). 

For over 15 years, our two countries have 
been involved in United Nations-sponsored 
negotiations regarding Fyrom’s name. 
Greece has real and concrete concerns over 

the issue. What’s in a name, you may ask? A 
great deal, I can assure you. The term ‘‘Mac-
edonia’’ has always been used to delineate a 
wider geographical region, approximately 
51% of which is part of Greece, 38% of which 
is in Fyrom, and 9% of which is in Bulgaria. 

Not only does the government in Skopje 
insist on being the sole claimant to the name 
of an entire area—the largest part of which 
lies outside its borders—but authorities in 
Fyrom insist on portraying Greek Macedonia 
as ‘‘occupied’’ territory. While government 
leaders declare they have no designs on 
Greek territory, they refuse to remove such 
claims from textbooks, state maps and na-
tional documents . . . 

And we are not alone in our quest. In the 
U.S. Congress, 115 members, both Repub-
licans and Democrats, recently co-sponsored 
House Resolution 356, which expressed the 
‘‘sense of the House of Representatives that 
Fyrom should stop hostile activities and 
propaganda against Greece, and should work 
with the United Nations and Greece to find a 
mutually acceptable official name.’’ 

NATO has consistently encouraged full 
normalization of relations not only with as-
pirants themselves but with neighboring 
third countries not belonging to the Alli-
ance. Greece will spare no effort in reaching 
a real and viable solution for the sake of 
peace and stability in the region. Alliances 
and partnerships, however, can only be fos-
tered among countries if there is mutual 
trust and goodwill. 

f 

TYLER SALEN 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Tyler Salen 
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Tyler 
Salen is a student at Oberon Middle School 
and received this award because his deter-
mination and hard work have allowed him to 
overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Tyler Salen 
is exemplary of the type of achievement that 
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential that students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic that will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Tyler Salen for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt he will exhibit the 
same dedication and character to all his future 
accomplishments. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CHINESE 
SPECTACULAR SHOW 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of the Chinese Spectac-
ular Show, a world-class troupe that show-
cases Chinese Classical performance to audi-

ences worldwide and serves as a bridge be-
tween cultures. 

In 2006, the Chinese Spectacular was 
ranked number seven on Billboard Magazine’s 
top shows and has played in the finest thea-
ters around the country. This year, as men 
and women of Asian descent celebrate the 
Year of the Rat together with their friends, 
family and neighbors in Cleveland, the Ori-
ental Cultural Association, OCA, is bringing 
this great show to the State Theatre. In keep-
ing with its mission as an organization that 
promotes a cultural exchange and under-
standing, the OCA is proud to bring this spec-
tacular show to Cleveland. The show is a 
unique opportunity to showcase and bring to-
gether Cleveland’s rich multicultural society 
and appreciation of the various rich cultures 
that constitute the greater Cleveland commu-
nity. 

The Chinese Spectacular show is the larg-
est overseas Chinese cultural production and 
exemplifies the very best of classical Chinese 
music and dance through its lavish costumes 
and choreography. They have toured over 65 
cities around the world just this year and are 
able to show a side of Chinese culture that is 
often not seen in the United States. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in recognizing this year’s Chinese Spec-
tacular show and celebrating Cleveland’s rich 
multicultural community. 

f 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING ASH-
LEY WEAVER FOR WINNING THE 
GIRLS’ DIVISION IV STATE BAS-
KETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Ashley Weaver showed hard work 

and dedication to the sport of basketball; and 
Whereas, Ashley Weaver was a supportive 

team player; and 
Whereas, Ashley Weaver always displayed 

sportsmanship on and off of the court; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That along with her friends, fam-
ily, and the residents of the 18th Congres-
sional District, I congratulate Ashley Weaver 
on winning the Girls’ Division IV State Basket-
ball Championship. We recognize the tremen-
dous hard work and sportsmanship she has 
demonstrated during the 2007–2008 basket-
ball season. 

f 

HONORING ZACHARY JAMES 
BUCKNER 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Zachary James Buckner, a 
very special young man who has exemplified 
the finest qualities of citizenship and leader-
ship by taking an active part in the Boy Scouts 
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