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the Barbershop Crew, the country would be in 
far better shape. 

Is Whitey Flockerzie an ordinary guy? I 
would say he is extraordinary. The only thing 
ordinary about Whitey is that he represents a 
profound yet humble greatness about America 
that has helped us become the greatest nation 
in history: Service before self, giving back to 
the country that gave so much to you, and liv-
ing by example the sacrifice that allows each 
generation of Americans to reach higher than 
the last. 

Whitey returned from Vietnam without offi-
cially receiving his Vietnam Service Ribbon. 
Out of respect and admiration, his friends re-
cently obtained this ribbon for him and have 
graciously asked me to present it to him this 
weekend. 

Throughout his lifetime of service, Whitey 
Flockerzie has affected countless lives in his 
part of Ohio. I am honored to recognize him 
on behalf of the House for all he has done. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF A RESOLUTION 
TO INCLUDE ALBANIA, CROATIA 
AND MACEDONIA INTO NATO 
MEMBERSHIP 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, it is my 
pleasure today to introduce a bipartisan reso-
lution expressing the strong support of the 
House of Representatives for the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization, NATO, to extend invi-
tations for membership to Albania, Croatia, 
and Macedonia at this week’s Heads of State 
and Government summit in Bucharest, Roma-
nia. Representatives MARK SOUDER, ELIOT 
ENGEL, EARL POMEROY, and CANDICE MILLER 
have joined me in this effort. 

Albania, Croatia, and Macedonia have been 
preparing for NATO membership for more 
than 8 years, and are undergoing a historic 
process of democratic and free market trans-
formation after emerging from decades of oc-
cupation. They have made important improve-
ments in the areas of ethnic diversity, human 
rights, free market economic principles, and 
the promotion of good neighborly relations. 

They can also play important roles in NATO 
activities in southeastern Europe, through their 
unique geostrategic position. Lasting stability 
and security in southeastern Europe requires 
the military, economic, and political integration 
of emerging democracies into existing Euro-
pean structures. 

In addition, Macedonia, Albania, and Croatia 
have been steadfast partners in the war on 
terror and the war in Iraq, sending troops to 
serve in Iraq and Afghanistan. It is also impor-
tant to note that Macedonia was the only 
former Yugoslav republic to win independence 
from Yugoslavia in the 1990s without blood-
shed. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly support the ef-
forts of Macedonia, Croatia, and Albania to 
join NATO, and urge my colleagues in the 
House to support their efforts as well. 

TRIBUTE TO HELLIER HIGH 
SCHOOL 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker, 
I want to recognize some individuals in my 
district who are committed to maintaining ties 
to their community. In Pike County, the Hellier 
High School shut down a long time ago and 
many of its graduates scattered to all parts of 
the country. While it is true that many young 
people leave their hometowns, it is especially 
true in our region, dependent as it was on in-
dustries that rely on limited natural resources. 

So it takes a special effort to remember 
those from high school. As young people 
reach that turning point where childhood is left 
behind and the tough choices about what ca-
reer to choose, how to start a family and 
where to live come all at once, it is all too 
easy to leave those memories behind as we 
become adults. 

The Hellier High School ‘‘Hellcats’’ have de-
veloped a strong alumni network to ensure 
that the past is more than something found in 
pages of an old year book. Rather, they make 
this part of Pike County stronger today by 
meeting every Memorial Day weekend and 
posting photos and comments on their alumni 
website. 

They meet every May 24 and a growing 
number of re-connected alumni rightfully con-
sider this ‘‘Hellier High School Day.’’ This 
year, eight more alumni were inducted into 
their alumni hall of fame, going back to the 
1930’s. They are starting an annual award for 
their 1941 basketball captain, Victor Ratliff, 
who lost his life defending our country in 
World War II. 

We are working very hard to make our re-
gion of Kentucky one where people want to 
stay and raise their own families, and we are 
succeeding. We succeed because people re-
member the rich traditions and the values that 
guide the way during challenges that inevitably 
come later in life. 

I am proud of the Hellier High School grad-
uates who make the effort to embrace their 
past. In doing so, they remind us of what real-
ly counts in life—the people you meet along 
the way, fellow students, coaches, teachers, 
who play a critical role in making us produc-
tive citizens later on. 

Every town needs people committed to 
making their communities better by actively 
participating in it. Communities are built by 
one high school, one church or one civic 
group at a time. They do not have to dry up 
and go away if we chose not to let them. We 
are fortunate to have that in Pike County, at 
the Hellier High School. 

The people connected to Hellier High 
School made it more than an old school build-
ing. It is a symbol for many who wish never 
to forget the place they came from. 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING 
JENA STUTZMAN FOR WINNING 
THE GIRLS’ DIVISION IV STATE 
BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Jena Stutzman showed hard work 

and dedication to the sport of basketball; and 
Whereas, Jena Stutzman was a supportive 

team player; and 
Whereas, Jena Stutzman always displayed 

sportsmanship on and off of the court; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That along with her friends, fam-
ily, and the residents of the 18th Congres-
sional District, I congratulate Jena Stutzman 
on winning the Girls’ Division IV State Basket-
ball Championship. We recognize the tremen-
dous hard work and sportsmanship she has 
demonstrated during the 2007–2008 basket-
ball season. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘‘MORT-
GAGE AND RENTAL ASSISTANCE 
RESOTRATION ACT OF 2008’’ 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam 
Speaker, today, along with Representative 
MELANCON, I am re-introducing ‘‘The Mortgage 
and Rental Assistance Restoration Act of 
2008.’’ 

My bill would reauthorize the Mortgage and 
Rental Assistance Act, MRA, which was dis-
continued by the Disaster Mitigation Act, effec-
tive May 2002. The MRA provides mortgage 
or rental payments to people who suffer a loss 
of income due to a federally declared disaster 
such as a hurricane or terrorist attack. Without 
a job, most people would be unable to keep 
their homes due to the financial burdens of 
mortgages or rents. The MRA provides cover 
for both homeowners and renters. 

After the terrorist attack on September 11, 
2001, individuals who required temporary 
housing assistance relied upon the MRA, in-
cluded in the Stafford Act, for aid. Under the 
MRA program, many were eligible for grants 
to repair homes to a habitable condition, or to 
obtain mortgage or rental payment assistance 
to prevent foreclosures or evictions. 

The MRA program was a crucial component 
to help victims of the September 11 attack in 
my home State of New York. However, in 
2005, in the wake of Hurricane Katrina, the 
MRA was not available for mortgage or rental 
assistance. As a result many people who 
would have been eligible for mortgage or rent-
al assistance were unable to receive it. This 
was unfair and detrimental to the recovery 
process. 

The United States Government has a re-
sponsibility to help communities recover from 
unpredictable disasters and help citizens keep 
from losing their homes. The MRA program 
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helps provide stability during unstable times, 
and that is why it must be reauthorized. 

f 

THE OCCASION OF THE 30TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF RID (REMOVE IN-
TOXICATED DRIVERS) 

HON. MICHAEL R. McNULTY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

Mr. MCNULTY. Madam Speaker, I wish to 
express my congratulations to RID (Remove 
Intoxicated Drivers) on its 30th anniversary. 
RID was the first organization to be effective 
in lowering DWI deaths in New York State. 

RID is the oldest anti-DWI national organi-
zation in the U.S. It was formed in 1978 in 
Schenectady, New York, by Doris Aiken, the 
current president. RID began its battle against 
drunk driving after the deaths of Karen and 
Timothy Morris, 17 and 19, the only Morris 
children, caused by an intoxicated 22 year old 
on December 4, 1977. 

RID’s mission, then and now, is to deter im-
paired driving and teen binge drinking. RID 
educates the public about the impact of abu-
sive alcohol use on life and health with mate-
rials, public awareness campaigns, and in-
tense media interactions. 

RID has chapters and/or coordinators in 41 
States. RID relies heavily on volunteers. RID 
has never accepted funding from the alcohol 
industry or other special interests that do not 
support its goals. They have no paid workers 
in the field and do not hire professional fund-
raisers; 90 percent of all funds are spent on 
programs and 10 percent on administration 
and fundraising. 

Madam Speaker, I ask all Members of the 
House to recognize and applaud the work of 
Doris Aiken and volunteers of RID. Their dedi-
cation and determination to end drunken driv-
ing and alcohol abuse is an excellent example 
of the power in each and every one of us to 
effect change in our communities and the Na-
tion. May they continue to provide service and 
compassion for many years to come. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE TRAGEDY OF 
HALABJA 20 YEARS LATER 

HON. BOB FILNER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker and col-
leagues, 20 years ago, on March 16, 1988, 
Saddam Hussein launched the largest chem-
ical weapons attack ever used against civilians 
in the Kurdish town of Halabja. The deadly 
cocktail killed an estimated 5,000 residents. 
Saddam’s regime held the gruesome distinc-
tion of being the first in history to attack its 
own population with poison gas. 

The brutal attack on Halabja was part of a 
larger campaign, Anfal, which means ‘‘the 
Spoils,’’ to annihilate the Kurds of Iraq. It has 
been estimated that between 50,000 and 
200,000 Kurds were killed during Anfal. Many 
died in mass executions; thousands more 
were simply ‘‘disappeared’’ by the regime. 

Halabja symbolizes the suffering of the 
Kurdish people. The plight of Halabja’s sur-
vivors continues today because of a lack of re-
mediation. Little or no decontamination has 
been done and the health consequences of 
exposure to chemicals including mustard gas, 
sarin, tabun and VX continue to bring death 
and destruction to Halabja and surrounding vil-
lages. Children are born with deformities and 
cancers, and other diseases caused by ge-
netic mutations are occurring at much higher 
rates than in other areas. 

The world has historically failed to recognize 
what happened at Halabja. As we reflect on 
the tragedy of Halabja, it is important to look 
to the future, and we must honor Halabja’s 
victims and stand in solidarity with those who 
survive. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF A BILL EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
THAT PUBLIC SERVANTS 
SHOULD BE COMMENDED FOR 
THEIR DEDICATION AND CONTIN-
UED SERVICE TO THE NATION 
DURING PUBLIC SERVICE REC-
OGNITION WEEK, MAY 5 
THROUGH 11, 2008 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speaker, the 
week of May 5 through May 11, 2008, marks 
the 24th anniversary of Public Service Rec-
ognition Week, PSRW. PSRW is a week set 
aside to commemorate the hard work, dedica-
tion, and sacrifice made by our Nation’s Fed-
eral, State and local government employees. I 
am proud to once again introduce this resolu-
tion honoring public service and public serv-
ants. 

Public Service Recognition Week offers an 
opportunity for all Americans to both recognize 
and learn about the significant contributions 
public sector employees make on a daily basis 
to our local communities, States, and country. 
Whether fighting crime, educating future gen-
erations, or serving on the front line to protect 
our Nation, public servants touch every aspect 
of our lives. 

While Public Service Week lasts only 7 
days, I believe that the contributions and sac-
rifices of public servants ought to be recog-
nized and appreciated throughout the entire 
year. By honoring public servants we show 
younger generations the importance of public 
service and inspire them to consider entering 
the field, whether on the Federal, State, or 
local level of government. 

We, as a nation, have a responsibility to 
honor the commitment of government employ-
ees and to recognize that our country runs on 
their diligence and hard work. The commemo-
ration of Public Service Recognition Week 
stands as a reminder to every citizen that the 
sacrifices and contributions made by American 
public employees is what makes our country a 
more perfect union and our Government one 
that is truly of the people, for the people and 
by the people. 

CESAR CHAVEZ’S BIRTHDAY 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
this Monday, March 31, 2008, marked the 81st 
birthday of the late Cesar Chavez, a national 
hero who devoted his life to fighting for civil 
rights for all Americans. Today, I join the mil-
lions of Americans who will honor this migrant 
farmworker, labor organizer, and champion of 
social justice for his many contributions. 

Cesar Chavez was a civil rights and human 
rights leader who learned about the impor-
tance of justice early in his life. After grad-
uating from the eighth grade, a young Cesar 
Chavez went to work in the fields as a migrant 
farmworker to support his family. In 1962, 
Chavez and Dolores Huerta founded the Na-
tional Farm Workers Association, later to be-
come the United Farm Workers, UFW. Chavez 
had the foresight to train his union workers 
and then to send many of them into the cities 
where they were to use the boycott and picket 
as their weapon. The UFW would soon be-
come a significant political force, dem-
onstrating that Mexican Americans could and 
would participate in electoral politics. 

Chavez was able to successfully organize 
farmworkers because of his tireless leadership 
and nonviolent tactics that helped pass laws 
which would permit farmworkers to organize 
into unions and allow collective bargaining 
agreements. He also helped make people 
aware of the struggles of farmworkers for fair 
wages and safer working conditions. His 
movement was the beginning of La Causa, 
‘‘The Cause,’’ a cause that was supported by 
organized labor, religious groups, minorities, 
and students. 

Cesar Chavez, the founder and president of 
the United Farm Workers of America, AFL— 
CIO, died peacefully in his sleep on April 23, 
1993. On August 8, 1994, Cesar Chavez was 
posthumously awarded the Medal of Freedom, 
our country’s highest civilian honor, by Presi-
dent Clinton. Since his passing, ten States 
across the country have paid tribute to his 
memory by celebrating a statewide holiday 
name in his honor, including my home State of 
Texas. 

Cesar Chavez left our world better than he 
found it. He taught us to face and overcome 
adversity with the rallying cry of ‘‘Si Se 
Puede!’’, or ‘‘Yes We Can!’’. His legacy in-
spires not just the more than 45 million 
Latinos in this country but every person who 
believes in nonviolence as a means to achieve 
social change. He truly was, in the words of 
Senator Robert Kennedy, ‘‘one of the heroic 
figures of our time.’’ 

f 

ON THE BIRTH OF SARAH 
ELIZABETH BURT 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I am happy to congratulate my cous-
in Elizabeth Hatchell Burt and her husband 
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