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GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the bill, H.R. 4847, as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona? 

There was no objection. 
f 

UNITED STATES FIRE ADMINIS-
TRATION REAUTHORIZATION ACT 
OF 2008 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1071 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 4847. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Accordingly, the House resolved 

itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4847) to 
reauthorize the United States Fire Ad-
ministration, and for other purposes, 
with Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 

rule, the bill is considered read the 
first time. 

The gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
MITCHELL) and the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. GINGREY) each will con-
trol 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arizona. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 4847, the U.S. Fire Administra-
tion Reauthorization Act of 2008, a bill 
I introduced with the original cospon-
sor, my good friend from Georgia, Dr. 
GINGREY. 

Firefighters are often the first to ar-
rive at an emergency scene and the last 
to leave. Whether it is putting out a 
house fire or a wild fire, or responding 
to a terrorist attack or car accident, 
we depend on firefighters every day. 
But firefighters also depend on us; they 
depend on the public and their elected 
officials to make sure that they have 
the resources, the equipment, and the 
training they need to do their job. 
Without those tools, we put them and 
all of us at risk. 

The U.S. Fire Administration is an 
invaluable resource for our Nation’s 
firefighters and the communities they 
protect. Through training, data collec-
tion, fire education for the public, and 
support for fire-related research and 
development, the USFA provides crit-
ical tools and leadership to the Fire 
Service. 

Fire is one of nature’s most destruc-
tive forces. In 1973, when USFA was 

created, over 6,000 Americans died each 
year in fires and another 100,000 were 
injured. Through the leadership of 
USFA and others, the number of people 
killed by fires each year is now be-
tween 3,000 and 3,500, with approxi-
mately 16,000 people who were injured. 
We can all be proud of the significant 
reduction. However, 3,000 Americans a 
year is still too many, especially when 
so many of these deaths and injuries 
are from our most vulnerable popu-
lations, children and the elderly. 

In addition, the Nation still suffers 
over $11 billion per year in direct losses 
due to fire, and the trend for this num-
ber is going up, not down. With statis-
tics like these, it is clear that fire con-
tinues to be a major problem for the 
U.S. H.R. 4847 reauthorizes this impor-
tant agency for 4 years at funding lev-
els that will enable USFA to carry out 
fully its mission. 
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At a hearing with the Technology 

and Innovation Subcommittee held last 
fall, we heard the priorities of the Na-
tion’s fire service communities for 
USFA. This bill directly reflects their 
priorities. 

This bill authorizes the USFA to 
focus on the pressing challenges of 
fighting fires in the wildland-urban 
interface, and fires involving hazardous 
materials, as well as advanced topics of 
emergency medical services. 

Back home in Arizona, one of the 
toughest challenges our firefighters 
face is wildfires in the wildland-urban 
interface. This is an important year for 
wildfires. We have had a pretty wet 
winter which means a great deal of 
shrubs and bushes have grown at lower 
elevations. When the summer months 
heat up and the vegetation dries out, 
those shrubs and bushes will turn into 
tinder that can start a fast-moving 
wildfire in urban areas. Those fires 
threaten homes and lives. Fighting 
wildfires in urban areas requires spe-
cial training, and I am proud that this 
legislation enhances fire administra-
tion training for wildland-urban inter-
face fires. 

Firefighters today are called upon to 
respond to an ever-broader range of 
emergencies. This authorization bill 
gives USFA the authority to make sure 
its training program keeps pace with 
the increasing challenges to the fire 
service. 

The bill also addresses an important 
priority of the fire service in USFA, 
and that is to update the National Fire 
Incident Reporting System, or NFIRS. 
This system provides important data 
on fire events to policymakers at all 
levels of government. The current sys-
tem is slow to report the data to the 
National Fire Data Center, and does 
not capture data on every fire, thus 
limiting its value to users. H.R. 4847 
would direct USFA to update NFIRS to 
a real-time reporting, web-based sys-
tem. 

The bill also directs the U.S. Fire Ad-
ministrator to continue USFA’s leader-
ship in firefighter health and safety. 
Every year over 100 firefighters die in 
the line of duty. H.R. 4847 directs USFA 
to educate local fire departments about 
national voluntary consensus stand-
ards for firefighter health and safety, 
and to encourage local departments to 
adopt these standards. This provision 
will help reduce the tragic loss of life 
the fire service suffers each year in 
line-of-duty deaths by promoting good 
practices in a variety of fire emer-
gencies. 

I also understand there have been 
some concerns that this provision 
would affect the jurisdiction of NIOSH, 
the National Institute of Occupational 
Safety and Health. I would like to reas-
sure my colleagues that it is not my 
intent for this bill to have any effect 
on NIOSH or any other agency of the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services. 

H.R. 4847 is the product of bipartisan 
collaboration, and is supported by 
major fire service organizations, in-
cluding the International Association 
of Fire Chiefs, the International Asso-
ciation of Firefighters, the National 
Volunteer Fire Council, National Fire 
Protection Association, and the Con-
gressional Fire Services Institute. 

The resources and leadership of the 
USFA are an essential part of the abil-
ity of the fire service to protect our 
cities, towns and communities. I urge 
my colleagues to support this bill. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

H.R. 4847, the U.S. Fire Administra-
tion Reauthorization Act of 2008 reau-
thorizes USFA’s activities in training, 
fire education and awareness, data col-
lection, research and standards devel-
opment and promotion. This legisla-
tion also authorizes $291 million in 
Federal funds for fiscal years 2009 
through 2012 for the USFA. This au-
thorization level, Mr. Chairman, is con-
sistent with previously authorized lev-
els and it only includes a very modest 
growth in funding that is capped at 3 
percent in any of the fiscal years for 
the bill. 

Mr. Chairman, as the lead Republican 
sponsor of this legislation, I am pleased 
to have worked with my colleague from 
Arizona, Mr. MITCHELL, over these past 
few months to bring this bill, H.R. 4847, 
to the House floor today. 

I am also pleased that this bill has 
gone through the regular order process. 
That is a refreshing phrase, Mr. Chair-
man, but I am certainly pleased that it 
went through regular order. In fact, in 
October, the Science Committee’s Sub-
committee on Technology and Innova-
tion, of which I am the ranking mem-
ber, we held a hearing on reauthorizing 
USFA, and H.R. 4847 was unanimously 
reported out of our subcommittee ear-
lier this year. 
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