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woman, single or with children, or use 
a wheelchair and a ramp to enter our 
apartment. 

The irony is that we have fair hous-
ing laws that make this kind of treat-
ment not only unfair but illegal—and 
we have had them for 40 years. Yet 3.7 
million violations of these laws occur 
each year against African Americans, 
Latinos, Asian Americans, and Indian 
Americans. This doesn’t even include 
the number of violations that occur on 
the basis of other protected classes. 
Only 1 percent of people who believe 
they are victims of fair housing viola-
tions report it to the Government. 
Testing on the enforcement of fair 
housing laws shows a high rate of dis-
crimination in the rental, sales, mort-
gage lending, and insurance markets. 
More than four decades after Dr. King 
and his supporters marched through 
the streets of Chicago to fight housing 
discrimination, African Americans and 
Latinos in Cook County report sub-
stantial levels of unfair—and illegal— 
treatment in the housing industry. 

The intent of the Fair Housing Act 
was broad and inclusive: To advance 
equal opportunity in housing and 
achieve racial integration for the ben-
efit of all Americans. But enforcement 
of this law has been narrow and incom-
plete. Where you live profoundly af-
fects where you work, what you do, 
where you send your kids to school, 
whether they grow up healthy and safe. 
As long as our commitment to fair 
housing laws—to civil rights—remains 
timid, we will never end segregation. 
We will never declare victory over pov-
erty. We will never build a truly just 
society. 

As we honor Dr. King, former Sen-
ator Walter Mondale and former Sen-
ator Edward Brooke, who cosponsored 
the original Fair Housing Act, and oth-
ers who made possible fair housing 
laws, we need to remember that it is 
not enough to pass laws. We have to 
enforce them. The dream of equality is 
our Nation’s moral compass. Our duty 
as legislators and as citizens is to 
make sure the needle points in the 
right direction. 

I thank Senators SPECTER, KENNEDY, 
DODD, BROWN, and VOINOVICH for join-
ing me today in honoring the 40th an-
niversary of the Fair Housing Act and 
the 20th anniversary of the Fair Hous-
ing Amendments Act, and I urge my 
colleagues in Congress to renew their 
dedication to upholding these laws. 
These laws may be 40 years old, but the 
dream they seek to make real is as old 
as our country. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
the motions to reconsider be laid upon 
the table, with no intervening action 
or debate, and any statements related 
to the resolution be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 503) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 503 

Whereas 2008 marks the 40th anniversary of 
the enactment of the Fair Housing Act (42 
U.S.C. 3601 et seq.); 

Whereas 2008 also marks the 20th anniver-
sary of the enactment of the Fair Housing 
Amendments Act of 1988 (Public Law 100–430; 
102 Stat. 1619); 

Whereas the Chicago Freedom Movement, 
which took place from 1965 to 1967 and was 
led by the Reverend Doctor Martin Luther 
King, Jr., raised the national consciousness 
about housing discrimination and shaped the 
debate that led to landmark fair housing leg-
islation; 

Whereas the National Advisory Commis-
sion on Civil Disorders, appointed by Presi-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson and commonly 
known as the Kerner Commission, found in 
1968 that ‘‘[o]ur nation is moving toward two 
societies, one black, one white—separate and 
unequal’’; 

Whereas Congress passed the Fair Housing 
Act as part of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 
(Public Law 90–284; 82 Stat. 73), and Presi-
dent Johnson signed the Act into law on 
April 11, 1968, one week after the assassina-
tion of Dr. King; 

Whereas the Fair Housing Act prohibits 
discrimination in housing and housing-re-
lated transactions on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, and religion; 

Whereas, in section 808 of the Housing and 
Community Development Act of 1974 (Public 
Law 93–383; 88 Stat. 728), Congress amended 
the Fair Housing Act to include protection 
on the basis of sex; 

Whereas the Fair Housing Amendments 
Act of 1988 (Public Law 100–430; 102 Stat. 
1619), passed by overwhelming margins in 
Congress, included protection on the basis of 
familial status and disability and expanded 
the definition of ‘‘discriminatory housing 
practices’’ to include interference and in-
timidation; 

Whereas Congress’s intent in passing the 
Fair Housing Act was broad and inclusive, to 
advance equal opportunity in housing and 
achieve racial integration for the benefit of 
all people in the United States; 

Whereas housing integration affects other 
dimensions of life, including educational at-
tainment, employment opportunities, access 
to health care, and home equity; 

Whereas the majority of people in the 
United States support neighborhood integra-
tion and numerous studies have shown the 
universal benefits of residential integration; 

Whereas the National Fair Housing Alli-
ance estimates that 3,700,000 violations of 
fair housing laws still occur each year 
against African Americans, Latinos, Asian 
Americans, and American Indians, and that 
number does not include violations that 
occur on the basis of other national origins, 
religion, sex, or familial status or against 
persons with disabilities; 

Whereas the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development estimates that only 1 
percent of individuals who believe they are 
victims of housing discrimination report 
those violations of fair housing laws to the 
government, and this underreporting is a 
major obstacle to achieving equal oppor-
tunity in housing; 

Whereas testing of the enforcement of fair 
housing laws continues to uncover a high 
rate of discrimination in the rental, sales, 

mortgage lending, and insurance markets; 
and 

Whereas the Fair Housing Act is an essen-
tial component of our Nation’s civil rights 
legislation: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes and honors the 40th anniver-

sary of the enactment of the Fair Housing 
Act (42 U.S.C. 3601 et seq.) and the 20th anni-
versary of the enactment of the Fair Housing 
Amendments Act of 1988 (Public Law 100–430; 
102 Stat. 1619); 

(2) supports activities to recognize and cel-
ebrate the historical milestone represented 
by the anniversaries of the enactment of the 
Fair Housing Act and the enactment of the 
Fair Housing Amendments Act of 1988; and 

(3) encourages all levels of government to 
rededicate themselves to the enforcement 
and the ideals of fair housing laws. 

f 

DISCHARGE AND REFERRAL 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Armed Services 
Committee be discharged of S. 2764, a 
bill relating to the Servicemembers 
Relief Act, and that it be referred to 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, APRIL 4, 
2008 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate 
completes its business today, it stand 
adjourned until 9 a.m. tomorrow, April 
4; that following the prayer and pledge, 
the Journal of proceedings be approved 
to date, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the time for the two leaders be 
reserved for their use later in the day, 
and the Senate then resume consider-
ation of H.R. 3221, as under the pre-
vious order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, Senators 
should be prepared to begin voting as 
early at 9:05 a.m. tomorrow in relation 
to the Voinovich-Stabenow amend-
ment, No. 4406, to be followed by a vote 
in relation to the Landrieu amend-
ment, No. 4389, as modified. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9 A.M 
TOMORROW 

Mr. DODD. If there is no further busi-
ness to come before the Senate, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
stand adjourned under the previous 
order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 8:32 p.m., adjourned until Friday, 
April 4, 2008, at 9 a.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 
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COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING COMMISSION 

BARTHOLOMEW H. CHILTON, OF DELAWARE, TO BE A 
COMMISSIONER OF THE COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING 
COMMISSION FOR A TERM EXPIRING APRIL 13, 2013. (RE-
APPOINTMENT) 

SCOTT O’MALIA, OF MICHIGAN, TO BE A COMMISSIONER 
OF THE COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING COMMISSION 

FOR A TERM EXPIRING APRIL 13, 2012, VICE RUEBEN 
JEFFERY III, RESIGNED 

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 

THE FOLLOWING CANDIDATES FOR PERSONNEL AC-
TION IN THE REGULAR CORPS OF THE COMMISSIONED 
CORPS OF THE U.S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE SUBJECT 

TO QUALIFICATIONS THEREFORE AS PROVIDED BY LAW 
AND REGULATIONS. 

To be assistant surgeon 

ROBERT P. DREWELOW 
SARAH R. WHEATLEY 
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