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allow home health agencies the flexibility to 
use the most appropriate skilled rehabilitation 
professionals to open cases and to conduct 
the initial assessment for Medicare home 
health beneficiaries who do not require skilled 
nursing care. 

Currently, occupational therapists cannot 
conduct the initial assessments for Medicare 
home health cases even when occupational 
therapy is included in the physician’s order 
along with one of the other qualifying services, 
like speech therapy and physical therapy. 
Under current law, home health agencies are 
not able to fully utilize all of their professional 
staff for Medicare rehabilitation clients, which 
can cause delays in beginning medically nec-
essary care. 

The Medicare Home Health Flexibility Act is 
actively supported by the American Occupa-
tional Therapy Association and the National 
Association of Home Care and Hospice. 

I am proud to introduce this important legis-
lation. I look forward to working with my col-
leagues to enact this legislation so that home 
health agencies can better manage their staff 
and better meet the needs of Medicare pa-
tients. 

f 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING 
KRISTI YODER FOR WINNING 
THE GIRLS’ DIVISION IV STATE 
BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 3, 2008 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Kristi Yoder showed hard work 

and dedication to the sport of basketball; and 
Whereas, Kristi Yoder was a supportive 

team player; and 
Whereas, Kristi Yoder always displayed 

sportsmanship on and off of the court; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That along with her friends, fam-
ily, and the residents of the 18th Congres-
sional District, I congratulate Kristi Yoder on 
winning the Girls’ Division IV State Basketball 
Championship. We recognize the tremendous 
hard work and sportsmanship she has dem-
onstrated during the 2007–2008 basketball 
season. 

f 

KANDY ARELLANO-TRETO 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 3, 2008 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Kandy 
Arellano-Treto who has received the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. Kandy Arellano-Treto is a senior at Ar-
vada High School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have 
allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Kandy 
Arellano-Treto is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 

work and perseverance. It is essential that stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic that 
will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Kandy Arellano-Treto for winning the 
Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth award. I have no doubt she will exhibit 
the same dedication she has shown in her 
high school career to her college career and 
future accomplishments. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO BAFFORD HOPE 
HARRISON 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 3, 2008 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise before you today to honor Bafford Hope 
Harrison, recently elected and installed as 
Grand Master of the Masons in Maryland. 
Born in Talbot County, Maryland, he grad-
uated from Hurlock High School in Dorchester 
County in 1942. It was there he met his wife, 
Willa Catherine Jaynes Harrison. They have 
two daughters and a son, Jerry Hope Har-
rison, who is following in his father’s footsteps 
as a member of Granite Lodge #177. 

During World War II, B. Hope Harrison 
served in the United States Navy on a radar/ 
sonar training ship until his honorable dis-
charge in 1946. At age 24, after becoming an 
operative mason, he started his own masonry 
contracting business in St. Michaels. Mary-
land. Over the next few years, B. Hope Har-
rison expanded his business to general con-
struction on residential and light industrial 
projects as well as development. He spent the 
next 40 years in construction and real estate. 

The long hours and pressures of his ever- 
expanding business were such that he did not 
petition his masonry lodge until the age of 39. 
Since that time, he has dedicated himself to 
the fraternity, holding such respected titles as 
Worshipful Master of Granite Lodge #177, 
Worthy Patron of St. Michaels Chapter, W. 
Grand Standard Bearer, and Senior Grand 
Warden, and he has maintained active mem-
bership in both the York and Scottish Rite 
bodies while serving on the Board of Trustees 
since 1978. 

In addition to his Masonic service he has 
served the Methodist Church in almost every 
capacity from Sunday School Superintendent 
to Church Lay Leader, a position he still occu-
pies. Active in his community, he has served 
Talbot County and the town of St. Michaels 
through membership on several boards and 
commissions. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you join with me 
today to honor Grand Master Harrison. His 
legacy as a committed and active member of 
his community, church, and the Masons in 
Maryland ensure that he will be remembered 
for the consistent, dedicated service he has 
provided. It is with great pride that I congratu-
late Grand Master B. Hope Harrison on his 
achievement and volunteer service to the 
State of Maryland. 

HONORING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF 
SISTER MAURA BRANNICK OF 
THE CONGREGATION OF THE 
HOLY CROSS 

HON. JOE DONNELLY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 3, 2008 

Mr. DONNELLY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the achievements of Sister 
Maura Brannick, a sister of the Congregation 
of the Holy Cross who has dedicated her life 
to the poor and disadvantaged members of 
the South Bend Community. After nearly 55 
years with the Congregation of the Holy 
Cross, Sister Maura Brannick’s legacy is 
marked by several distinguished awards and, 
most recently, a health clinic dedicated in her 
name. 

Sister Maura Brannick was born in Joliet, Il-
linois, to Charles and Ellen Brannick. In 1948, 
Sister Maura graduated from Saint Mary’s 
Hospital School of Nursing, the same year she 
completed her final profession into the Sisters 
of the Holy Cross. For the next three decades, 
Sister Maura’s ministry focused on providing 
nursing care to patients in hospitals in both In-
diana and Illinois. Her life has become a living 
example of how one person can make a dif-
ference in many lives. 

Recognizing the need for a medical facility 
for the poor living within South Bend, Indiana, 
Sister Maura founded the Chapin Street 
Health Center in 1986. The original clinic, lo-
cated in a 400 square foot converted carriage 
house, has grown into a 10,000 foot facility 
that was renamed in 2006 to honor its found-
er. The Sister Maura Brannick Health Center, 
as it is currently known, has served over 
70,000 patients since its opening and over 
60,000 hours have been donated by local phy-
sicians and volunteers. 

Over the past 20 years, Sister Maura has 
received several awards honoring her dedica-
tion to the community. In 1991, she received 
the Points of Light Award from President 
George H.W. Bush, which honors individuals 
who find innovative ways to meet community 
needs with long-term solutions. Sister Maura 
was named Woman of the Year in 1994 by 
the Executive Journal and by the YWCA in 
1987. She was inducted into the South Bend 
Hall of Fame in 1998 and received the Leigh-
ton Award for Nonprofit Excellence in 2003 for 
her remarkable commitment to the working 
poor. 

At the dedication ceremony for the Sister 
Maura Brannick Health Center in 2006, Sister 
Maura shared the following perspective: ‘‘We 
only have one life to live and I want to live it 
all. And I just thought if I can do something, 
I want to do it.’’ As Nancy Hellyer, president 
and CEO of South Bend Regional Medical 
Center said during the center’s dedication, 
‘‘Sister Maura Brannick has touched the lives 
of thousands in hospitals from Indiana to 
Idaho and back. The last twenty years are 
symbolic of her remarkable career as she still 
spends much of her time at the Health Center, 
a true Godsend to residents of South Bend.’’ 

So, today I rise to pay tribute to Sister 
Maura for her countless efforts at improving 
the lives of the less fortunate within our midst. 
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Her legacy will be forever remembered and 
her hard work cherished by all those whose 
lives she touched. May God grant Sister 
Brannick many more years of strength and 
courage so that her dedicated service to the 
people of Indiana may continue. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF SERGEANT 1ST 
CLASS JUSTIN S. MONSCHKE 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 3, 2008 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
rise today in memory of one of our nation’s 
bravest and finest men who gave his life pro-
tecting our nation and its citizens. Sgt. 1st 
Class Justin S. Monschke of Krum, Texas, 
who served our country during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, was killed on Sunday, October 14, 
2007 in Arab Jabour, Iraq by a roadside 
bomb. 

Born October 20, 1978, Justin’s lifelong 
dream was to be a United States soldier. He 
joined the United States Army after high 
school graduation and earned the distin-
guished rank of Green Beret in 2002. Sgt. 
Monschke was an instructor in the U.S. Army 
Rangers, Special Forces, and served tours in 
both Iraq and Afghanistan. Among the numer-
ous awards he earned during his courageous 
service are: The Green Beret, a Silver Star, a 
Bronze Star Medal, the Purple Heart, and a 
Meritorious Service Medal. Sgt. Monschke 
was assigned to Company B, 2nd Battalion, 
3rd Special Forces Group (Airborne), at Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina. 

Devoted to both his country and his com-
rades-in-arms, Sgt. Monschke was, above all 
else, a family man. Always a soldier at heart, 
Justin assumed a new role in life when he 
married Melissa Morro on February 23, 2002, 
in Gatlinburg, Tennessee: The role of husband 
and father. Sgt. Monschke served in the army 
for more that 10 years, committed to pro-
tecting his country, community, and the future 
of his family. 

Sgt. Monschke is remembered by his family 
as a hero who died doing something he 
loved—serving his country—and that is how 
he should be remembered by all. The Krum 
community and Sgt. Monschke’s numerous 
friends and family members have lost a son, 
brother, husband, father, and friend; the 
United States has lost a patriot and protector. 
It is my honor to have represented Sergeant 
1st Class Justin S. Monschke in the 26th Dis-
trict of Texas, and I extend my sincerest con-
dolences to his family and friends. He will be 
deeply missed and the nation will be forever 
grateful for his honorable service. 

f 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING JEN-
NIFER RABER FOR WINNING THE 
GIRLS’ DIVISION IV STATE BAS-
KETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 3, 2008 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 

Whereas, Jennifer Raber showed hard work 
and dedication to the sport of basketball; and 

Whereas, Jennifer Raber was a supportive 
team player; and 

Whereas, Jennifer Raber always displayed 
sportsmanship on and off of the court; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That along with her friends, fam-
ily, and the residents of the 18th Congres-
sional District, I congratulate Jennifer Raber 
on winning the Girls’ Division IV State Basket-
ball Championship. We recognize the tremen-
dous hard work and sportsmanship she has 
demonstrated during the 2007–2008 basket-
ball season. 
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HONORING DAVID ALEXANDER 
PATERSON 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 3, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, today I 
would like to recognize the historic governor-
ship of David Alexander Paterson, who at the 
age of 53, has become the 55th Governor of 
the great State of New York. Mr. Paterson is 
New York State’s first Black Governor. I would 
like to again wish New York’s new Governor 
well, and support his efforts on behalf of the 
great State of New York. I would like to enter 
this March 25th editorial from the CaribNews 
entitled ‘‘A Breath of Fresh Air in Albany’’ into 
the RECORD. 
BREATH OF FRESH AIR STIRS ALBANY—GOV-

ERNOR PATERSON TAKES OFFICE AS NEW 
YORK’S CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

‘‘I am David Paterson and I am the Gov-
ernor of New York State.’’ 

With those words and many more, David 
Alexander Paterson, decisively assumed the 
mantle of office as the Chief Executive of 
America’s most influential state at the age 
of 53 years. 

With the State’s Chief Judge, Judith S. 
Kaye, administering the oath office, the 
grandson of Caribbean immigrants was 
sworn in on Monday as the 55th Governor of 
New York and the third Black head of a 
state government in the more than 125 years 
after America’s Reconstruction era. 

It was truly a historic moment, filled with 
symbolism, pageantry and realism. Few, if 
anyone present in the legislature, who 
watched it on television or who listened to 
the ceremony on the radio would forget the 
class act that unfolded in Albany, the State 
capital. 

Paterson’s rise to the most powerful posi-
tion in state government was swift as it was 
stunning and despite the unusual cir-
cumstances which led to his ascension—the 
forced resignation of Eliot Spitzer after he 
became embroiled in a lurid sex scandal in-
volving high priced prostitutes—it was clear 
that the transition had occurred smoothly 
and that Paterson, a legally blind person, 
was and is in charge. His presence at the 
helm is a sharp reminder of the changing 
times in which we live. Who would have 
imagined a mere few years ago that in the 
first decade of the 21st century, the United 
States would be on the verge of electing a 
Black man, Senator Barack Obama of Illi-
nois, or a woman, U.S. Senator Hillary Clin-
ton, a Democrat of New York, as the next 

President of the country or would have a 
Black person with Jamaican and Grenadian 
roots occupying the Governor’s mansion in 
the Empire state or another Black as the 
chief executive of Massachusetts. 

It was not only pride that filled the hearts 
of New Yorkers everywhere. It was also a 
sense that a decent human being who had 
fought against the odds caused by his dis-
ability and spawned by the ubiquitous na-
ture of prejudice had prevailed. 

U.S. Congressman Charles Rangel, Chair-
man of the House of Representatives’ power-
ful Ways and Means Committee, and an icon 
on Capitol Hill and in Harlem summed up 
the situation well in a ‘‘Dear David’’ letter 
to the new Governor when he said: ‘‘You 
have defied expectations, compiling a record 
of accomplishment as a member and leader 
of the New York State Senate. Now, as hold-
er of the state’s highest office, I am con-
fident that you will govern with the same 
wisdom and leadership to make a positive 
difference in the lives of all New Yorkers.’’ 

The noble Congressman spoke for all of us. 
In his short address after the official 

swearing in, Governor Paterson went 
straight to the issues that could define his 
administration: the need for jobs at a time of 
economic crisis; the necessity to improve 
education and reduce its costs to the tax-
payers, students and their parents; the need 
for improved health care; and the impor-
tance of equity in society. 

To get things done Paterson will need all 
of the goodwill he can get from his col-
leagues in government and from those whose 
taxes pay the bills. With the national econ-
omy in a tailspin and with the state facing a 
gaping hole in its budget of about $124 bil-
lion, fiscal prudence without sacrificing 
quality of services and help for those who 
need it the most must be a number one pri-
ority. The Governor, Senate and Assembly 
must work closer together, something that 
didn’t happen at all during Spitzer’s 16 
months in office. 

Paterson recognized that hard bit of re-
ality and it was an important message which 
he sent when he lamented, rather briefly, 
about the absence of the cooperation in re-
cent times. And he did it without holding up 
Spitzer to ransom, so to speak. An important 
signal was sent to everyone when some 
former governors, George Pataki, a Repub-
lican, and Hugh Carey, a Democrat made a 
point of being present and Paterson went to 
great lengths to recognize them and others 
who can make a difference in the weeks, 
months and the two and a half years he has 
left to complete the four year term. 

Standing alongside the Governor were his 
wife and children, his parents, Mr. & Mrs. 
Basil Paterson, people known for their grace 
and integrity. Their presence sent a message 
about the value of family, something to 
which the state’s chief executive alluded 
when he sought to tell New Yorkers some-
thing about himself and the role Harlem has 
played in his life. 

In his letter, Rangel, a long-time friend of 
the Paterson family, reminded the Governor 
that as he faces the ‘‘great challenges’’ 
which are ahead of him and the state, ‘‘you 
are not alone. Count me among the many 
New Yorkers who wish you well and stand 
ready to support your efforts on behalf of the 
great state of New York.’’ 

We wish to join the choir and sing the cho-
rus, not simply with voices and lyrics but 
with sincere action. 

Yes, there are difficult days ahead for most 
people in the country. But with determina-
tion, clarity of thought and his noted sense 
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