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dedication to a cause can have a lifetime ef-
fect on a community. Bob’s wealth of experi-
ence and overwhelming devotion will no doubt 
be missed among his colleagues and his stu-
dents. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in an expression of appreciation to Bob 
Zerkle for his years of dedicated service in 
support of Impact Aid and the students of the 
Mascoutah School district. I wish Bob the very 
best in the future. 
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Thursday, April 3, 2008 

Mr. MCHUGH. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the Chateaugay Central 
School District’s Bulldogs upon winning the 
2008 New York State Boys Basketball Class D 
Championship. I am proud to represent the 
community of Chateaugay, New York, and this 
team, which won not only Chateaugay’s first 
state basketball championship but also the 
first boys state basketball championship won 
by a Section X team. 

On March 15, 2008, the Chateaugay Bull-
dogs won the New York State Class D Cham-
pionship when they defeated the North Star 
Christian Academy Knights by a score of 52 to 
41. In that game, the Bulldogs were in control 
from the opening tip and never fell behind. 
Brad Dumont lead the Bulldogs’ balanced 
scoring attack with 16 points and six assists in 
the championship game and was named the 
tournament’s Most Valuable Player. In addi-
tion, the Bulldogs’ Zach Peck, who was 
named to the Class D All Tournament team, 
contributed 10 points and 10 rebounds while 
Drew Boyea added 12 points in the final con-
test. Of note, the Bulldogs’ Jordan Rankin was 
awarded the Tournament’s Sportsmanship 
Award. 

The Chateaugay Bulldogs completed the 
2008 season with a record of 24 and 1. They 
were coached by Ron Boyea and assistant 
coaches Steve Lang, Jason LaPlante, and 
Mike Martin. Other team members were Tyler 
Beach, Andy Cook, Andrew Gadway, Ryan 
Helm, Jordan Henderson, Cody Hesseltine, 
Blake Parmater, Brad Spinner, Cory Spoor 
and Dylan White. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud of this team 
and their accomplishments. Accordingly, I ask 
my colleagues to join with me in congratu-
lating them. 
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INTRODUCING THE RESTORING 
THE PARTNERSHIP FOR COUNTY 
HEALTH CARE COSTS ACT 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 3, 2008 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker. 
I rise today with my colleagues Representa-

tives RUSH HOLT and MICHAEL BURGESS intro-
duced bi-partisan legislation today which will 
restore the federal-local partnership in cov-
ering medical expenses for incarcerated indi-
viduals before they are adjudicated. 

The Restoring the Partnership for County 
Health Care Costs Act of 2008 ensures that 
individuals currently receiving Medicaid, Medi-
care, or Social Security Insurance (SSI) will 
continue to receive those benefits until they 
are tried and convicted and that local govern-
ments will not be forced to cover the medical 
expenses of individuals who have not yet 
been convicted of any wrongdoing. 

A person incarcerated in a county jail or ju-
venile detention facility in almost all states is 
ineligible to receive Medicare, Medicaid, or 
SSI benefits once they enter the facility. Under 
current law, however, the suspension of bene-
fits occurs prior to the issuance of formal 
charges or conviction. As a result, local gov-
ernments (usually county governments) are re-
sponsible for not only meeting and paying for 
the mandate that all individuals who are in-
mates of public institutions be provided with 
health care, but also for the days, weeks, 
months, and even years leading up to an ac-
tual conviction. If a person is found innocent, 
the reinstatement of federal benefits—benefits 
which should not have been taken away in the 
first place—can takes months, while the local 
government continues to be responsible for 
covering the non-reimbursable costs associ-
ated with providing the federally-mandated 
health care to these individuals. The cost as-
sessed to counties, although not exact, is in 
the hundreds of millions nationwide. 

The bipartisan Restoring the Partnership for 
County Health Care Costs Act of 2008 ad-
dresses this issue prohibiting the Federal Gov-
ernment from stripping individuals of their 
Medicare, Medicaid, and SSI benefits prior to 
actually being convicted and reaffirming the 
federal-local partnership in meeting this man-
date. 

Madam Speaker, stripping people of their 
federal benefits before they have been con-
victed of anything is a direct contradiction of 
the basic presumption of innocence which is 
the foundation of the American criminal justice 
system. And for the Federal Government to 
stick local governments with the tab for this 
contradictory policy is just plain wrong. 

The Federal and local governments are 
partners in ensuring that alI of our residents 
have medical coverage. Neither partner should 
be bearing an unfair burden in meeting this 
mandate. 

Our bipartisan legislation is a common 
sense solution to this continuing problem, and 
I urge my colleagues to support its expeditious 
passage. 
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Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, on the 
occasion of the honoring of her lifetime 
achievement, one of Seattle’s great historic or-
ganizations, the Rainier Club, the People of 

the State of Washington would like to hold up 
as a national inspiration the special record of 
one of our State, Nation, and world’s most no-
table landscape architects, the distinguished 
and virtually peerless Kathryn Gustafson. 

I have supported and honored the arts as a 
unique vehicle for personal growth and com-
munity enrichment. Landscape architecture in 
particular has the capacity to elevate the daily 
experiences of people from all walks of life 
while promoting harmony and balance be-
tween people and nature. 

Ms. Kathryn Gustafson’s significant contribu-
tions to the discipline of landscape architec-
ture are as impressive as they are vast in ge-
ography, style, theme and dimensions ranging 
from 1 acre to 150 acres. 

As the BBC noted in a 2002 article, Ms. 
Gustafson’s work ‘‘is about harmony between 
the land and the mind, body and soul, she 
says, and harmony between the site’s past 
and how it can be adapted for the future.’’ 

My home city of Seattle has been the bene-
ficiary of her fine touch with projects such as 
Seattle’s City Hall Plaza and the McCaw Hall 
Opera House. 

From Seattle to London and Paris to Beirut, 
Kathryn Gustafson’s work in designing land-
scapes for complex, high-use spaces has en-
riched the lives of countless people. A sam-
pling of her works include The Square of 
Human Rights in Evry, France; the Square 
Rachmaninov in Paris; the Diana, Princess of 
Wales Memorial Fountain in Hyde Park, Lon-
don; the Museum of Art at the University of 
Michigan; and countless others. 

While Ms. Gustafson’s awards are too nu-
merous to list, she has been honored with the 
prestigious 2007 National Heritage of the 20th 
Century Award, bestowed by the French Min-
ister of Culture; the 2003 Design Merit Award 
of the American Society of Landscape Archi-
tects for her work on the Arthur Ross Terrace 
at the American Museum of Natural History in 
New York City; and in 2001 the esteemed 
Chrysler Design Award, which is described by 
Chrysler as honoring the ‘‘achievements of in-
dividuals who have consistently championed 
seminal works of architecture and design, and 
significantly influenced modern American cul-
ture.’’ 

But perhaps the most enduring honor of all 
is to lay claim to the translation of one’s tal-
ents and vision into works that lift the spirits of 
millions of world citizens each and every day, 
and for decades and perhaps centuries to 
come. 

We in Washington’s Seventh Congressional 
District give thanks to Kathryn Gustafson for 
her unique abilities and for sharing them with 
so many of her fellow citizens in the public 
sphere. We are proud to have such a distin-
guished architect among us. 
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